When  it  comes  to  security  Grand  Marina  is  right  up  there  with  San  Quentin.  Night  watch  on  our 
docks,  parking  lot  and  in  our  marine  Center.  Secured  gatehouses  and  common  facilities;  our 
on-site  security  staff  patrols  the  area  to  prevent  your  property  from  being  damaged  or  stolen. 
Located  in  quiet  Alameda,  Grand  marina  is  protected  from  the  sea  as  well.  Don't  leave  your  investment 
floating  in  just  any  marina.  Get  total  piece  of  mind  -  security  from  Grand  Marina. 


Faciities; 

•  Over  400  Concrete  Berths  30-60  ft. 

•  Secured  Gatehouses  (Key  Accessed  Only) 

•  Dockside  Electrical  (up  to  50  A  -  220  V) 

•  Cable  TV  &  Telephone  Services 

•  Trailerable  Dry  Storage 

•  Heated  &  Tiled  Restrooms  with 
Individual  Showers 

•  Full  Service  Fuel  Dock  &  Mini  Mart 

•  Sailboat  &  Powerboat  Brokers  On  Site 


Boatyard  &  Marine  Centers 

•  60  Ton  TRAVEL  I  FT 

•  2  Acre  Boatyard 

•  Complete  Service  Facilities 

•  Chandlery 

•  Electronics  Sales  &  Service 

•  Engine  Maintenance  &  Repair 

•  Machine/Prop  Shop 

•  Rigging  Shop 

•  Canvas  Work  and  Woodworking 


GRAND 

MARINA 

GENTRY-ANDERSON 

Leasing  Office  Open  Daily 
2099  Grand  Street 
Alameda,  CA  94501 


WsilmMitm 


ase 


{  8SI  9]SUl*5M  1 9  i 


Ok,  so  we  have  the  second  best 

in  the  Bay  Area. 

- .  -i 
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Play  Your  Cards  Right! 


Racers  and  cruisers  alike  found  that  dealing  with  Pineapple  Sails  brings 
results:  sails  that  perform  and  endure. 

1 997  offers  new  opportunities  for  mastering  the  many  techniques  of 
sailing.  New  Pineapple  sails  and  the  advice  and  service  that  go  with  them 

stack  the  deck  in  your  favor. 

Don’t  gamble.  Give  us  a  call  today.  , 


DEALER  FOR:  Musto  Foul  Weather  Gear  &  Headfoil  2 


Sails  in  need  of  repair  may  be  dropped  off  at: 

West  Marine  Products  in  Oakland  or  Stockton 
Svendsen's  in  Alameda  &  Seabird  Sailing  Center  in  Berkeley 
Bay  Riggers  in  Sausalito 


PINEAPPLE  SAILS 

Phone  (510)  444-4321 


*Powered  by  Pineapples 


Fax  (510)  444-0302 

123  SECOND  STREET,  OAKLAND,  CALIFORNIA  94607 
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Premium  New  Listings 


A 


Dealer  For 

Beneteau  •  Island  Packet  •  Saga 
1230  Brickyard  Cove  Rd. 
Point  Richmond,  CA  94801 

(510)  236-2633 

Fax  (510)  234-0118 


SELLERS: 

We  Attract  Buyers! 

Many  of  our  clients  visit 
us  to  view  our  new 
boats.  This  traffic 
also  generates 
used  boat  sales. 

We  Need  Your  Listing 
to  Sell  Your  Boat! 


•95  ISLAND  PACKET  37 

Transferable  warranty. 
$164,000 


'84  PASSPORT  40 

Hard  to  find. 
$139,000 


'93  CATALINA  36  '96  BENETEAU  OCEANIS  351 

See  to  appreciate.  T ransferable  warranty. 

$84,500  $112,000 


BESTBROKERAGEBUYS 

BENETEAU  LISTINGS 

•  21'  BENETEAU  210,  w/trailer . $17,500 

•  35'  BENETEAU  OCEANIS  351,  '96 .  109,000 

•  43’  MOORINGS  432,  1988 . 91,000 

SAIL 

•27' CASCADE,  1981 . $19,500 

•  27'  SEA  RAY,  1982,  engine  overhaul  21,900 

•  28'  SOUTHERN  CROSS  cutter,  1979.  27,500 

•  29'  COLUMBIA  8.7,  v«7  nice . 13,900 

•  30'  FARALLON,  great  cruiser,  1975..  32,500 
30'  ANGELMAN  Ketch,  1957,  refit ...  19,500 

•  31'  CAL,  1979,  outstanding .  24,900 

•  31'  CAL,  1983,  charter  income  ind ...  31,995 

32'  COLUMBIA,  1975 . 19,500 

35'  PACKET  CAT,  1993 .  194,500 

•  36'  HUNTER  VISION,  charter  income  89,995 

•  36'  CATALINA,  1993,  must  see .  84,500 

•  36'  CATALINA,  1989,  good  buy . $68,500 

•  37'  ISLAND  PACKET,  1995 .  164,000 

40'  PASSPORT . 139,000 

•  46'  CAL  2*46,  1974,  customized  ....  1 10,000 

•  52'  A1DEN  SCHOONER,  1932 . 75,000 


BENETEAU  210 . $17,500 

On  trailer 


CAL  2-4$ . $110,000 

Excellent  condition,  customized 


SELECT  NATIONAL  USTINGS 


35'  ISLAND  PACKET,  1990 . $127,900 

38'  ISLAND  PACKET,  1988 . 138,000 

39'  BENETEAU  OCEANIS  390,  '92.11 4,000 

40'  PASSPORT,  1984 .  178,000 

40'  BENETEAU  FIRST  405, 1987 .  89,000 

41’  BENETEAU  FIRST  41s5, 1983  ...  138,000 

42'  BENETEAU  FIRST  42,  1982 . 79,500 

50'  MOORINGS  500, 1990 . 195,000 

62'  BENETEAU,  1993 . 595,000 


*  These  boots  are  located  in  Richmond 


COLUMBIA  8.7 . $13,900 

Dodger,  diesel,  AP 
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Copyright  1 997  Latitude  38  Publishing  Co..  Inc. 


Latitude  38  welcomes  editorial  contributions  in  the  form  of  stories,  anecdotes, 
photographs  -  anything  but  poems,  please:  we  gotta  draw  the  line  some¬ 
where.  Articles  with  the  best  chance  at  publication  must  1)  pertain  to  a  West 
Coast  or  universal  sailing  audience.  2)  be  accompanied  by  a  variety  of 
pertinent.  In-focus  black  and  white  (preferable)  or  color  prints  with  identifica¬ 
tion  of  all  boats,  situations  and  people  therein;  and  3)  be  legible.  Anything  you 
want  back  must  be  accompanied  by  a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope. 
Submissions  not  accompanied  by  an  SASE  will  not  be  returned.  We  also  advise 
that  you  not  send  original  photographs  or  negatives  unless  we  specifically 
request  them;  copies  will  work  just  fine.  Notification  time  varies  with  our  workload, 
but  generally  runs  four  to  six  weeks.  Please  don't  contact  us  before  then  by 
phone  or  mail.  Send  all  submissions  to  Latitude  38  editorial  department,  15 
Locust  Ave.,  Mill  Valley,  CA  94941 .  For  more  specific  Information,  request  writers' 
guidelines  from  the  above  address.  '  s  '■ 


Page 4  •  UUcMZi  •  February,  1997 


DON'T  BUY  ANY  NEW  OR  USED  BOAT  UNTIL  YOU  TALK  TO  US 


BENETEAU  -  WORLD  LEADERS  IN  QUALITY  AND  AFFORDABILITY 


ENETEAU  50 


MS 


Stunning! 


ENETEAU  321 


SAGA  43 


ISLAND  PACKET  350 


A  Big  Small  Cruiser 

With  2  queen  size  berths  in  private  staterooms 
and  an  integrated  swim  platform,  this  new  de¬ 
sign  is  an  instant  success  story.  There  are  only 
5  production  slots  remaining  for  '97.  Reserve 
yours  now  at  current  introductory  pricing. 

Bob  Perry,  in  his  review  of  the  Island  Packet 
350  in  1  /97  Sailing  says,  "I'm  still  struck  by  the 
beautiful  way  Island  Packets  are  rigged  and 
outfitted.  They  are  handsome  boats  by  any  stan¬ 
dard.  Today,  they  have  established  themselves 
as  the  standard  for  full-keeled  cruising  yachts. " 


ISLAND  PACKET  37 


Roomy  and  affordable 

Passageyachts 

Dealer  For 

Beneteau  •  Island  Packet  •  Saga 

1230  Brickyard  Cove  Rd.,  Pt.  Richmond,  CA  94801 

(510)  236-2633 

Fax  (510)  234-0118 


Luxury  cruiser 


The  most  exciting 
new  cruiser  in  years! 

Bob  Perry  is  pointing  the  way  to¬ 
ward  the  future  of  easily  sailed,  fast 
offshore  cruisers.  With  an  elegant 
cherrywood  interior,  BOC  rig  and 
perfect  deck  layout,  the  Saga  43 
knows  no  equal.  Bob  defined  the 
cruiser  of  the  70s  with  the  Valiant 
40,  and  with  the  Saga  43  he  is 
defining  the  art  of  cruising  for  the 
next  century. 


New  Bruce  Farr  Cruiser 


The  best  value  in  40' 


Our  Most  Popular  Cruiser 


Big  boat  for  small  budgets 


Bruce  Farr  speedster 


Perfect  racer/ cruiser 


ISLAND  PACKET 


New  Bruce  Farr  rocket 

SAGA 


Everything  in  40' 


Arriving  Soon! 


February.  1997  •  UtZUUtlS  *  Page 5 


YACHTS 


MULTIHULLS 

BROKERAGE 
Nezv  Production 

(510)  814-0400 


. . =====  It's  Coming 

The  First  Annual 
Pacific  Coast 

MULTIHULL  ONLY  BOAT  SHOW  J, 

April  4,  5  &  6 

In  Grand  Marina ,  Alameda 

East  SF  Bay,  only  12  minutes  from  Oakland 
International  Airport 

Most  all  Major  Brands  Represented 
New  and  Used 

FREE  SEMINARS  FREE  DEMO  RIDES 

WATCH  FOR  MORE  DETAILS  NEXT  MONTH! 

For  more  information  or  to  display  a  boat, 

Call  Lena  at  (800)  45-YACHT  (459-2248) 


Brokerage 


ini  nnn  ill  PAP  lit 


28'  CAT  FISHER,  '79JJ; 


Only  one  available  and  she  is  completely  refit  w/ 
new  electronics,  and  much,  much  more.  Great 
charter  or  cruising  cat.  $295,000. 


Well  equipped  and  capable  of  cruising  anywhere. 
Very  affordable,  3  staterooms  and  much  more. 
Now  ot  our  dock.  Asking  $65,000. 


Multihulls  Worldwide 

35'  PACKET  CAT,  '95  . 

..  $208,000 

43’  ST.  FRANCIS,  '91  .. 

.  $220,000 

35'  TOBAGO,  '93 . 

..$149,900 

46'  CASAMANCE,  '90 

.  $305,000 

37'  LAGOON,  '93 . 

..$214,900 

46’  ST.  FRANCIS,  '93  .. 

.  $368,000 

37’  ANTIGUA . 

..$159,000 

47’  LAGOON,  '91  . 

.  $355,000 

39'  PRIVILEGE,  '89 . 

..$139,500 

47'  HARMONY,  '91  .... 

.  $299,000 

39'  PRIVILEGE,  '93 . 

..  $270,000 

48'  PRIVILEGE  14.7 . 

.  $295,000 

39'  FIDJI,  '91 . 

..$148,000 

48'  PRIVILEGE  482  . 

.  $549,000 

39'  POLYNESIA,  '90... 

..$199,000 

50'  GRAAL,  '93 . 

.  $450,000 

43'  EDEL,  '95 . 

..$209,000 

55'  MASHFORD,  '88  ... 

.  $438,000 

42'  LAGOON,  '93  . 

..  $340,000 

55'  LAGOON,  '89 . 

.  $498,000 

42'  PRIVILEGE,  ’92 . 

..  $440,000 

57'  LAGOON,  '93 . 

$910,000 

42'  GRAAL,  '90 . 

..$229,000 

64’  SHUTTLEWORTH  ... 

.  $995,000 

42'  CATANA,  '90 . 

..  $278,000 

65'  WINDMAR,  '92 . 

.  $695,000 

In  association  with  Cruising  Cats,  USA,  we  represent:  Lagoon  35’  to  82’;  Fountaine  Pajot  35'  to  56’;  Gemini  105  &  Aquilon  800. 


— - Simps ow  Bay  •  St,  Maarten  ~  ^ 

Your  Gateway  to  Great  Deals  in  the  Caribbean  Sales  •  Charters  •  ASA  Sailing  School 


46'  VENUS . $229,000  48'  C&C,  '81..  Asking  $  1 99,000 

Top  quality  center  cockpit  cruiser.  She's  in  great  shape  and  is  equipped  to  cruise  NOW! 


55'  SWAN . $439,000  64'  SHUTTLEWORTH  ...  $995,000 

Absolutely  impeccable!  World  cruiser  or  charter  money  maker. 


Sail 

37'  BENETEAU,  '90  . $77,500 

38'  MOORINGS . $82,500 

38’  BENETEAU, '91  . $67,000 

38'  ROBERTS  STEEL . $120,000 

38'  S&S/68 . $35,000 

39’  GIB  SEA . $98,000 

39'  CAMPER-NICHOLSON . $84,900 

40'  OCEANIS, '95 . $166,000 

40'  PILOTHOUSE . $120,000 

42'  ABEKING  &  RASMUSN  ...  $108,000 

43’  OYSTER, '82 . $240,000 

43'  C&C . $119,000 

44'  FEELING  446,  '92 . $1 49,500 

44'  CSY,  '77 .  from  $65,000 

44'  GULFSTAR, '82 . $119,000 

45’  BENETEAU  456,  '85 . $1 63,200 

45'  BENETEAU  45f5,  ’91 . $145,000 

48'  C&C  LANDFALL . $199,000 

48'  ROBERTS  STEEL . $229,000 

50'  GULFSTAR,  79 . $89,000 

52’  DYNAMIQUE,  ’90 . $1 60,000 

55'  SWAN,  70 . $439,000 

55'  TAYANA,  '87 . $289,000 


58'  COLIN  ARCHER . $323,000 

62'  NAUTICAL, '85 . $412,000 

75'  CUSTOM  SCHOONER  ....$329,000 

Multihulls 

36’  SOLARIS, '92 . $169,000 

36'  SOLARIS, '91 . $150,000 

37'  PROUT, '88 . $142,000 

38'  TROPIC,  '88 . $89,000 

39'  FAIR  CAT, '94 . $179,000 

40'  NORSEMAN,  '91 . $169,000 

42'  POLYNESIA, '90 . $116,000 

42'  SIMPSON, '94 . $147,000 

46'  C.N.  UNTXIN,  '92 . $440,000 

47'  HARMONY,  '91 . $299,000 

48’  PRIVILEGE,  '90 . $295,000 

60'  OLLIER, '84 . $175,000 

64’  SHUTTLEWORTH,  '90 . $990,000 

75'  E.T.E.L.  CHARTER . $375,000 

Power 

MANY  AVAILABLE  FROM  20’  TO  100' 
PLEASE  CALL  FOR  A  COMPLETE  UST 


Now  serving  buyers  &  sellers  with  a  fully  staffed  sales  &  charter  office  at  Simpson  Bay  Yacht  Club  on  the  Dutch  side  of  St.  Maarten.  We  have  numerous  boats  listed  in  the  marina  and  throughout  the 
islands.  If  you're  looking  for  a  great  deal  on  a  monohull,  multihull,  power  yacht  or  fixer-upper,  call  us  and  we'll  send  you  a  complete  list.  And  if  we  don’t  have  it  listed  we  probably  know  where  it  is. 


2099  GRAND  STREET  A  ALAMEDA,  CALIFORNIA  94501  A  (510)  814-0400  JFAX  (510)  814-8765 
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27'  NOR'SEA,  '93 

36' C&C,  79 

|jg§ 

This  is  a  new  boat.  Last  one  built. 

$73,000 

Loaded  w/gear,  make  an  OFFER! 
$44,900 

BENETEAU  38S5 

jT  40'  PEARSON,  79 _ ft 

U:><  *  ^ V.,“; 

This  1 991  model  is  in  great  shape  and  Owner  just  bought  a  larger  boat  and 

well  equipped.  Just  listed!  wants  this  one  sold  NOW!  $69,950 


She  shows  like  new  and  awaits  a  new 
owner  to  take  her  cruising.  $1 14,900 


Looking  for  a  liveaboard  or  coastal 
cruiser?  Check  this  out.  $92,500 


She's  like  new,  never  cruised! 
$179,000 


The  most  spacious  and  liveable  boat  for 
the  money.  Now  asking  $62,000 


MEMBER 


BUC 

NBT 


YACHTS 

(510)  814-0400 


Mike  Clausen  •  Neil  Riley 
Chuck  Sorensen  •  Dave  Wolfe 


Small  Yacht  Division 


25'  YAMAHA . $11,000 

25'  C&C . $9,500 

27'  HUNTER,  '82 . $14,900 

27'  ERICSON,  '78 . $11,900 

28'  PEARSON,  '79 . $19,000 

29'  CAL . $13,900 

29’  ERICSON . $14,900 

30'  ISLANDER,  '84 . $32,000 

30'  CORONADO,  ’72 . $1 1,900 

30'  S-29.2C,  '85 . $29,950 

30'  NEWPORT  Mklll . $22,950 

30’  SANTANA  30/30 . $27,500 

34'  ERICSON  X . $29,950 


DOCK  SPACE  AVAILABLE  FOR 
SMALL  YACHT  LISTINGS! 

OVER  100  BOATS  USTED  • 
CALL  FOR  A  COMPLETE  UST 


Big  Yacht  Division 


27'  NOR’SEA,  '93 . $73,000 

28'  CAT  FISHER . $65,000 

30'  S-2  9.2A . $36,500 

34'  PEARSON,  '85 . $59,000 

39'  PEARSON  390 . $39,500 

40'  PEARSON . $69,950 

41'  CT, '72 . $69,900 

41'  FREEPORT . $92,500 

41'  NEWPORT . $69,900 

41'  ULTRALIGHT . $44,900 

42'  PASSPORT . $179,000 

44'  HARDIN . $115,000 

45'  COLUMBIA . $62,000 

45'  JEANNEAU,  '85 . $1 19,000 

47'  VAGABOND . $149,900 

47'  CELERE  . NEW  $399,500 

48’  PRIVILEGE  CAT . $298,000 

48’  CELESTIAL . $205,000 

50'  COLUMBIA . $104,900 

57'  ALDEN,  '31 . $225,000 


57'  STEEL  MOTORSAILER$  175, 000 


Pack  up  your  clothes  and  fill  up  the 
tanks.  She’s  ready  to  go.  $205,000 


1983  in  virtually  new  condition.  She  is 
seriously  for  sale.  New  listing. 


Classic  yacht  in  top  condition. 
Desperately  seeking  offers.  $1 04,900 


Roomy,  spacious  and  built  for  world 
cruising.  Asking  $175,000 


Small  Yacht  Division 


Best  equipped  30-footer  around. 
$32,000 


Great  club  racer.  $27,000 


Great  boat  at  bargain  price.  $1 1 ,000  Very  dean,  great  for  the  Bay.  $1 3,900 


Stop  by  and  see  us  in  Grand  Marina ,  Alameda 
Home  Page:  http://yachtworld.com/bayisland  e-mail:  bayisle@ccnet.com 
2099  GRAND  STREET  A  ALAMEDA,  CALIFORNIA  94501  A  (510)  814-0400  FAX  (510)  814-8765 
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The  NORTHSTAR 
Advantage 


The  combined  performance 
of  a  12-Channel  GPS  with  a 
Dual-Channel  Differential  Receiver, 
plus  a  "Rapid  Response" 
Chart  Plotter 


Northstar  951XS 

NORTHSTAR'S  high  performance  Differential  GPS  achieves  its  remarkable 
performance  and  reliability  from  a  12-channel,  parallel-tracking  GPS 
receiver  and  a  dual-channel  fully  automatic  Differential  Receiver.  The  result 
is  a  20-fold  improvement  in  GPS  speed,  course  and  positioning  accuracy.  Your 
position  fixes  are  typically  as  good  as  1  to  3  meters,  24-hours  a  day,  even  with 
Selective  Availability  (SA)  in  effect! 

The  12-Dedicated-Channel  GPS  searches  and  locks  onto  every  satellite  in  view 
and  continuously  searches  for  other  satellites  as  they  come  over  the  horizon. 
Unlike  other  GPS  receivers  that  use  one  or  two  channels  to  "jump"  from  one 
satellite  to  another.  Northstar  provides  the  strongest,  uninterrupted  signal 
reception  possible. 

The  Dual-Channel  Differential  Receiver  uses  2  channels  to  search  for  and 
automatically  lock  onto  the  best  differential  transmitter  (other  differential 
receivers  require  you  to  manually  select  a  transmitter  without  knowing  whether  or 
not  its  the  best).  The  Northstar  95 1XD  will  also  use  new  differential  stations 
automatically,  as  they  come  on  line. 

Northstar's  Optional  Combo  Antenna  gives  high  performance  for  both  the  GPS 
and  Differential  receivers  from  a  single,  compact  antenna.  It  simplifies 
installation  and  virtually  eliminates  any  on-board  electrical  interference. 

STOP  BY  FOR  A  DEMO ! 


~  Quality  Electronics  ~ 


Maritime  Electronics 

Sales  -  Service  ~  Installations 


SAUSALITO 
300  Harbor  Drive 
94965 

(415)  332-5086 
FAX  (415)  332-6344 
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TOP  QUALITY  LISTINGS 
ACCEPTED  FOR 
SHARED  BERTH  RENTAL 
AT 

FORTMAN  MARINA 


45'  FREEDOM,  1993 
Loaded  for  cruising. 
Still  in  warranty. 
Asking  $295,000. 

(sistership) 


"Everyone  Needs  a  Bigger  Boat" 

KENSINGTON  YACHT  &  SHIP  BROKERS 

WCEST  TWO  CONVENIENT  EAST  BAY 

475  Gate  5  Road,  Sausalito  LOCATIONS  Fortman  Marina,  1535  Buena  Vista,  Alameda 

(415)  332-1707  e.mail:noahfo,aol  (510)  865-1777 

FAX  (415)  332-1726  http://yachtworld.com/kensington  FAX  (510)  865-8789 


35'  PRETORIAN 
by  Wauquiez,  1983. 
France's 
highest  quality 
offshore  cruiser, 
loaded. 

Asking  $85,000. 


29’  GULF  PILOTHOUSE,  '84 . $24,000 

30'  CATALINA,  76 . reduced  to  $19,900 

37*  FISHER  PILOTHOUSE,  '80 . . . $110,000 


39'  WESTSAIL  SLOOP,  '80 . $115,000 

42'  CAMPER-NICHOLSON,  74 . $100,000 

46'  GRAND  SOLEIL,  '86 . $180,000 


ST  (LOD)  ALDEN,  1931 
His  most  famous  original  yawl  design. 
Major  refit  ’94-95. 

Asking  $225,000. 


65’  (LOA)  GERMAN-BUILT 
MOTORSAILER,  1974 
Steel  ketch  designed  by  DeVries 
Lentsch  &  built  by  Lubbe-Voss  to 
Lloyds  100A1  specs.  Asking  $225,000. 


47’  WAUQUIEZ  CENTURION,  1985 
One  owner,  never  chartered;  loaded. 
Asking  $225,000. 

(sistership) 


32'  SABRE,  1985 
Well  equipped.  5  sails. 
Shows  beautifully. 
Asking  $59,900. 


31'  HERRESHOFF  KETCH,  1964 
Solid  woody  for  comfortable  cruise. 
Rebuilt  engine.  Asking  $21,900. 


42'  WAUQUIEZ,  1989 
Sailed  in  fresh  water.  Cruise  loaded. 
Asking  $150,000. 


55’  CUSTOM  MOTORSAILER 
The  best  ferro  ever  built. 
Insurable.  Fabulous  liveaboard. 
$139,000  obo. 


36'  MORGAN  SLOOP,  1984 
A  sturdy  Bay  &  coastal  cruiser, 
designed  by  Nelson-Marek. 
Asking  $39,700. 


35'  NIAGARA,  1981 
A  tough  cruiser  by  Hinterhoeller 
(Nonsuch)  in  great  shape. 
Asking  $67,500. 


32'  ELITE  KIRIE  (French)  Mkll,  1984 
Diesel,  wheel,  very  sharp. 
Asking  $29,000. 
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TRAILERABLE 


$14,990 


Complete  Ready-to-Sail  Package 
Includes:  trailer/  sails  and  much,  much  more! 

•  Faster  under  sail  than  any  competing  trailerable 
Full  standing  headroom  •  Speeds  to  25  mph  under  power 
•  Wheel  steering  *  Full  galley  •  Fully  enclosed  head 

•  Raised  dinette  •  Water  ballast  system 

•  48  quart  COLEMAN9  ice  chest 

•  8'  for  legal  trailering  •  Shallow  draft 

•  Low  trailering  weight:  Boat  2,100  lbs..  Trailer  650  lbs. 

•  Launch  &  rig  in  10  minutes 

Centerboard  retracts  completely  •  6'3"  long,  deep  cockpit 

•  Sleeps  6  in  3  double  berths  •  Easy  to  tow 

•  Foam  flotation:  Will  stay  afloat  if  damaged 

•  Bow  pulpit,  stern  pulpits,  and  lifelines 

•  FREE!  Call  for  full  color  16-page  brochure 


...  ..  .  ...  .  .,.  .  •  ■ 

*  A  -  . '  .  . .  . 


MMmS 


Representing  MacGregor  Sailing  Yachts 
Since  1968 

ARENA YACHT SALES 


MARINA  VILLAGE  HARBOR 

1070  Marina  Village  Pkwy.,  #103  •  Alameda,  CA  94501 

Gene  Arena  •  (51 0)  523-9292 


1 997  All-New 
MacGregor 
26X 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


□  Enclosed  is  $26.00  for  one  year 
Third  Class  Postage  (Delivery  time  2-3  weeks;  Postal  Service  will  not 
forward  third  class,  so  you  must  make  address  change  with  us  in  writing.) 

□  Third  Class  Renewal  (current subs,  only!) 

□  Enclosed  is  $50.00  for  one  year 

First  Class  Postage  (Delivery  Time  2  to  3  days) 

(Canada:  First  Class  On/y) 

□  First  Class  Renewal  (current subs,  only!) 

V  . 

OGift  Subscription  -  Gift  Card  to  read  from: 


We  regret  that 
we  cannot  accept 
foreign  subscriptions, 
nor  do  we  bill  or 
accept  credit  cards 
for  payment. 
Check  or  money 
order  must 
accompany 
subscription 
request. 


Name 


Address 

City  State  Zip 

Please  allow  4-6  weeks  to  process  changes/additions,  plus  delivery  time. 

INDIVIDUAL  ISSUE  ORDERS 

Current  issue  =  $5.00  •  With  classy  ad  placed  =  $3.00 

Back  Issues  =  $7.00  (must  indicate  exact  issue  by  month  or  vol.  It) 

DISTRIBUTION 

□  We  have  a  marine-oriented  business/yacht  club  in  Califor¬ 
nia  which  will  distribute  copies  of  Latitude  38.  (Please  fill 
out  your  name  and  address  and  mail  it  to  the  address 
below.  Distribution  will  be  supplied  upon  approval.) 

□  Please  send  me  further  information  for  distribution 
outside  California. 


Business  Name 

Type  of  Business 

Address 

City 

State  Zip 

County  Phone  Number 


"we  go  where  the  wind  blows" 

Publisher  &  Executive  Editor . Richard  Spindler,  ext.  Ill 


Bookkeeping . 

General  Manager.. 

Production . 

Production . 

Production . 

Advertising . 

Advertising . 

Senior  Editor . 

Managing  Editor... 
Associate  Editor .. 
Contributing  Editor 


. . Tina  Dunne,  ext.  101 

. Colleen  Levine,  ext.  102 

. Christine  Weaver,  ext.  103 

. Kirstin  Kremer,  ext.  104 

Annie  Bates-Winship,  ext.  104 

. . Mitch  Perkins,  ext.  107 

. John  Arndt,  ext.  108 

. Rob  Moore,  ext.  109 

. John  Riise,  ext.  110 

. Andy  Turpin,  ext.  112 

. Paul  Kamen 


Directions  to  our  office . ext.  212 

Classifieds .  ext.  21 

Subscriptions . ext!  24 

Distribution . 0xt.  25 

Editorial . ext!  26 

email . l38ed@aol.com 


15  Locust  Avenue,  Mill  Valley,  CA  94941  •  (415)383-8200  Fax:(415)383-5816 
Please  address  all  correspondence  by  person  or  department  name. 
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Sabre  _ 

Sarrft  inf 

Yachts 


a  member  of: 


KEEFE 
KAPLAN 
MARITIME,  INC 


GROUP  OF  COMPANIES 


San  Francisco's  Yacht  Broker  Since  1969 


Hunter  54 


33'  Tartan  10 


Orient  65'  S&S 


30'  Catalina 


[MEMBER 

BUG 

NGT 


PLEASE  VISIT  OUR  FUEL  DOCK  AT  GASHOUSE  COVE  MARINA  •  OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK  •  9AM  TO  5PM 


S&S  48 


Explorer  45 


65'  NZ  Steel  Cutter 


Express  37 


Islander  37 


Swan  55 


Cal  33 


Islander  36 


Hans  Christian  33 


Islander  Peterson  40 


Olson  40 


Baltic  42 


Sabreline  36 

'Ultimate'  sailor's  powerboat.  Now 
available  for  your  inspection.  Call  us. 


Sabre  402 

Come  see  the  first  Sabre  402  on  the  Bay. 


New  Life  53 


Beneteau  456 


Nordic  46  RS 


44'  Swan  441 


Swan  44 


Pearson  424 


Northern  California  dealer  for 
Sabre  &  Sabreline  Yachts. 


February.  1997  •  UtiuJcZS  •  Page  11 


B&G  HERCULES  790 


The  world  leader  in  racing 


B&G’s  advanced 
systems  have  been 
chosen  by  the 
winners  of  just  about 
every  top  competitive 
event  across  the 
gobe  -  and  most  of 
the  field  as  well. 

Now  their  latest 
Hercules  790 
system  -  plus  its  out¬ 
standing  software 
package  B&G  Tactician-  offers  the 
last  word  in  tactical  and  strategic 
management  today. 

Contact  your  nearest  B&G  Dealer 
and  ask  him  for  details. 


Authorized  Sales  and  Service: 

Farallon  Electronics » 

415-331-1924  voice  415-331-2063  fax 


SA  YON  Alt  A  *  ilc  70  MORNING  GLORY*  nc  70 

BREAKN'  WIND*  J/130  ZAMBONI*  mumm  36  GAI  JIN*  J/130 


Donate  Your  Boat  or  Car 
to  Bluewater  Network 


✓  Receive  maximum  IRS  tax  deduction. 

✓  We  handle  all  DMV  and  IRS  paperwork. 


Bluewater  Network,  a  project 
of  Earth  Island  Institute,  is  a 
membership  organization 
working  to  educate  the  public 
about  environmental  threats 
to  our  precious  oceans,  lakes 
and  rivers.  We  are  also  fighting 
for  marine  environmental 
protection  and  conservation 
on  behalf  of  boaters  and  other 
marine  enthusiasts  who  care 
about  the  environment. 


Bluewater  Network 

Protecting  the 
Marine  Environment 


CALL  TODAY  FOR  FREE  PICKUP  (415)  788-3666,  ext. 110 


'  : 


YACHT  BROKERAGE 


ir . " ..  . 

i  mi 

CATALINA  250 

WATER  BALLASTED 


u WJ 


2222  East  Cliff  Drive, 
Santa  Cruz,  CA  95062 


Fax  (408)  476-5238 
http://www.oneillnet.com 


60  Built  ~  10  Delivered  in  U.S. 
Call  to  schedule  a  test  drive! 


SAIL 

17'  HOBIE,  '95 .  $7,895 

25'  HOBIE  MAGIC,  '97 .  $39,995 

25'  CATALINA  250, '97.. .  $16,500 

28'  CATALINA  MKI I, '97 . $51,900 

USED  SAIL 

26' MACGREGOR,  '95 .  INQUIRE 

28'  COLUMBIA,  '68 .  $8,500 

29'  ERICSON,  78 . $13,500 

34'  OLSON,  '89 .  $49,500 

POWER 

28'  BAYLINER,  '93  . $49,995 

31' TROJAN,  71  .  $17,900 

32’  PHOENIX,  '86  ....  Reduced  to  $35,500 

We're  selling  boats  and  need  your  listing! 

BO. 


\m\ 

to 

> 

H 

i 

> 
l"0 
i  l;9 

33 

\m\ 

\> 

p 


RENTALS 
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Protect 
Your  Boat, 
The  Environment, 
And  Yourself. 


Now  you  can  enjoy  a  high  level  of  antifouling  protection  without 
endangering  the  environment  or  yourself  -  thanks  to  Neptune  II. 
Because  it’s  a  waterbased  antifoulant,  Neptune  II  doesn’t  have  the 
harsh  solvents  that  pollute  the  air  we  breathe.  It  also  makes  it 
safer  to  use,  easier  to  apply  and  easier  to  clean  up  -  just  use  water. 

In  addition,  Neptune  II  features  a  self-polishing,  time-released, 
copper-based  biocide  -  ensuring  a  constant  stream  of  fresh 
antifoulants  while  preventing  build-up. 

So  if  you  want  to  protect  your  boat,  the  environment,  and 
yourself  at  the  same  time,  make  the  right  choice  with  Neptune  II. 


WDolseyZSPAR 

,  Innovators  In  Marine  Coatings  Since  1853. 

_____  ,  Division  of  Kop-Coat  Marine  Group 

An  I^MJ  Company  36  Pine  Street,  Rockaway,  NJ  07866  •  1-800-221-4466 
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...We’ll  help  you 

become  one  of 

\  \\  \  \  \  \ 

the  chosen  fev 


: 


c-u  LiUilautvC’i  ci-ivib  coin  a  it  ax-,.. 


■  T 


rst  New  England  Financial 

a  HiwicinrV  of  Hooro  ProHit  Ino 


a  division  of  Deere  Credit,  Inc. 


Before  you  look  for  your  next  yacht, 
call  on  the  experts  with  over  fifty  years  of 
financing  &  yachting  experience. 


Southern  California 

1601  Dove  Street 
Suite  125 

Newport  Beach,  CA  92660 

(714)  752-0919 


(800)  233-6542 

http://yachtworld.com/fne 


Northern  California 

1138-A  Ballena  Blvd. 
Suite  4 

Alameda,  CA  94501 

(510)  614-0567 


NEW  LISTING 


B" 

ife^:  M 

1984  C&C40 

Private  aft  stateroom  model. 
Powerful  yet  comfortable. 

Built  to  last  yet  easy  to  maintain. 
Asking  $79,500 


NEW  LISTING 


One  Salesperson  Wanted 


1979  HUNTER  37  CUTTER 

Dbl  stateroom,  radar,  refer. 
Excellent  liveaboard  and  offshore. 
Asking  just  $37,500. 


1994  FUCKA  20'  CUTTER 

Back  for  a  return  engagement. 
Buy...  before  the  seller  changes 
his  mind  again!  Gorgeous. 
$59,500. 


1990  NOR'SEA  27'  AFT  COCKPIT 

One  of  the  best  pocket  cruisers 
ever  made.  A  legend  in  her  own 
time!  Dry  or  wet  sail  her.  Perfect 
for  short  or  long  distances. 
Asking  $59,000. 


1988  C&C33 

Race  or  cruise  in  style 
Competitive  -  Durable  -  Stylish 
Asking  $47,500 


1070  Marina  Village 
Parkway,  Suite  100 
Alameda,  CA  94501 

ALL  BOATS  AT  OUR  SALES  DOCK 


Bill 

QORMAN 

iJ  YACHTS 


(510)  865-6151 

FAX  (510)  865-1220 

http://vww.yachhworld.com/bgy 
e-mail:  bgy@worldnet.att.net 


Sales:  Jack  Meagher 
Jim  Butterworth 


1 980  VAGABOND  47'  KETCH 

Two  staterooms  +  workroom. 
Radar,  GPS,  SSB,  AP. 
Asking  $137,500. 


1979  EXPLORER  45'  KETCH 

Center  cockpit  cruiser  w/ recent  survey. 
Exceptional  improvements  since.  Put  this  on 
must-see  list.  Asking  $129,000. 


1986  FREEDOM  36'  CAT  KETCH 

Unstayed  rigs  are  simple  and  easy  to  sail  -  all 
others  offer  degrees  of  difficulty.  Make  it  easy 
on  yourself  for  just  $95,000. 


CORNISH  TRADER  LOA  41' 

Old  World  charm  in  this  traditional 
gaff-rigged  ketch.  Rebuilt  engine, 
new  BP,  Awlgripped  topsides. 
Asking  $49,500. 


OPEN  BOAT  WEEKEND 

(The  way  to  buy  and  sell  boats  in  the  ’90’s) 

FEBRUARY  8  &  9 

1 0  am  to  4  pm  (Weather  Permitting) 


C&C37,  1985 

A  powerful  competitor  or  a  cozy  cruiser. 
Soundly  engineered.  Double  stateroom. 
Asking  $72,000. 


1986  ERICSON  38-200 

Aft  stateroom.  Aft  head  w/ separate  stall. 
GPS,  AP,  spinnaker.  Ready  for  offers. 
Aslcing  just  $69,000. 


1989  BENETEAU  OCEANIS  430 

Stylish  three  stateroom  cruiser. 
Well  maintained. 

Asking  $129,000. 
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Ctr  cockpit,  long,  low,  looded.  Genset/ 
air/ dsl  htr/2  staterooms  w/heads  +  crew 
(kids'?)  quarters  w/head.  $150,000 


37'  RACER/CKUI5ER 

Crealock  design.  Fast,  equipped. 

OFFERS 


trawlers 


47’  SUN  FJORD,  '88 . 

..  340,000 

42'  CHB,  '80 . 

..115,000 

39'  FU  HWA/85 . 

..  139,500 

36'  ALBIN  TRAWLER,  '80.. 

....  79,000 

36'  ROUGHWATER,  72 . 

....  42,500 

34'  MT,  '83 . 

....  64,500 

32’  ISLAND,  '90 . 

..119,000 

31'  FU  HWA,  '83 . 

....  70,000 

30'  SUNDANCER  TUG,  '81 . 

....  79,000 

26'  NORDIC  TUG,  83 . 

....  54,900 

Twins. 

$79,900 


'Just  out  of  the  box'  condition. 
Asking  $15,250 


Cutter. 

$55,000 


BAYFIELD  40 

Lovely  ocean-able  ketch  with  2  cabins 
aft,  large  salon,  serious  nav  station,  ex¬ 
cellent  condition.  Must  see.  $1 10,000 


ISLANDER  FREEPORT  41 

Perfect  liveaboard  in  excellent 
condition.  Fresh  water  boat. 
$79,500 


Classic  for 

s  $119,900 


IRWIN  SLOOP  43 

Very  well  equipped  for  cruising,  excellent  condition.  Genset,  davits.  Asking  $120,000 


50'  CRUISER 

Elegant  yacht,  classic,  cruise  ready. 

$89,500/OFFER$ 


SAILBOATS 

37'  DISCOVERY,  76  .  29,500 

36’  UNION,  '83 . 65,000 

35'  C&C,  74 . 34,500 

35'  CAL,  '80 .  44,950 

34’  C&C,  '80 . 41,000 

33’  RANGER,  75 . 21,000 

32’  VALIANT . SOLD 

32'  MARIEHOLM,  75  .  22,500 

30’  ISLANDER  MKII . 19,900 

30'  COLUMBIA,  73 . 13,950 

30’  BABA,  78 . 59,000 

27'  ERICS0N,  72 . 14,950 

25’  YAMAHA,  '80  .  10,875 


KROGEN  42  PILOTHOUSE  TRAWLER 

Economy  1 . 1  gal./hr.,  4,000  mile  range.  Comfort,  luxury,  dependability,  safety. 


Ocean  cruiser  with  impeccable 
LOW,  low  engine  hrs,  Isomat 
Desirable.  $65,000 


interior 

spars. 


LONG  RANGE  CRUISING  SPECIALISTS  *  SAIL  AND  POWER 

LET  US  MARKET  YOUR  BOAT 

★  KNOWLEDGEABLE  SALES  PROFESSIONALS 

★  PROVEN  MARKETING  SYSTEM 

★  EXTENSIVE  ADVERTISING  PROGRAM  &  CLIENT  LIST 

★  CALL  US  FOR  LISTING  DETAILS 


★  EXCELLENT  FACILITIES 

★  CONVENIENT  LOCATION 

★  6  MINUTES  OFF  FREEWAY 
if  3  MINUTES  TO  THE  BAY 


TPA\A/l  FD  crunn/  Basic  Boat  Handling  (under  power)  &  Safety  Course 
-  Principles  are  the  same  for  trawlers  &  sailboats. 


BUC 

NET 


1150  BALLENA  BLVD. 
SUITE  121 

ALAMEDA,  CA  94S01 


BALLENA  BAY 


YACHT  BROKERS 


(510)  865-8600 
FAX  865-5560 
e-mail:  bbyb@trawlers.com 
web  site:  http://wiiirw.trawlers.com 
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Switch  to  3DL  sails 
They’re  up  to 
40%  lighter 
and  100%  n  % 
smarter! 

North’s  3DL  one-piece  molded 
sails  are  much  lighter  than 
traditional  polyester  sails.  Which 
means  you’ll  sail  faster  and 
heel  less.  Less  heel  and  lighter  - 
weight  also  means  you’ll  steer 
easier  and  get  where  you’re  going 
sooner,  whether  you’re  racing  or 
cruising.*  Plus... 3DL  sails  are 
easier  to  carry,  easier  to  pack,  and 
hold  their  shape  longer,  which 
adds  up  to  more  sailing  miles  for 
your  dollar. 


The 

Heeling  1 

Effect 

iiiiiiimjSQ* 

If  you’re  serious  about  making  sailing  more 
fun,  lighten  up,  straighten  up,  and  switch  to 
North  3DI... it’s  the  new  shape  of  sailmaking! 

North  Sails  San  Francisco 

2415  Mariner  Square 
Aiameda,  CA  94501 
510-522-5373 


Wmm . ■ 


- - - - - — 

. 


7^  SHii 


— * 


San  Diego:  619-224-2424 
Huntington  Beach:  714-898-1234 
Newport  Beach:  714-642-7238 

*3DL  is  available  in  both  aramid  and  polyester  versions. 


Marina  del  Rey:  310-827-8888 
Channel  Islands:  805-984-8100 
Seattle:  206-632-5753 


NORTH  SAILS 


The  new  shape  of  sai /making 
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HOW  TO  CHOOSE 
A  SAILING  SCHOOL 

Selecting  the  right  sailing  school  is  the  important  first  step  in 
starting  sailing  right.  Here  are  a  few  tips  for  your  consideration: 

•  Insist  on  US  SAILING  Certification.  —  Since  you’ll  be  sailing 

on  San  Francisco  Bay  and  bareboat  chartering  world-wide,  you’ll 
want  the  most  respected  certification  available.  US  SAILING  is  the 
National  Governing  Body  for  the  sport  of  sailing  and  only  schools 
and  instructors  meeting  the  highest  standards  are  able  to  offer  its 
certifications.  " 

•  Are  upper  level  classes  offered?  —  You  may  decide  you  want  to 
go  bluewater  cruising.  Does  the  school  offer  certified  courses  to  the 
highest  level  you  desire?  Ask  how  often  ocean  classes  are  taught 
and  check  out  the  boats  they’re  taught  aboard. 

•  Visit  the  school  before  you  sign  up.  —  Tour  the  facilities  and  the 
boats  you’ll  be  learning  on.  Are  they  new  and  well  maintained?  Are 
the  sizes  appropriate  for  the  courses  you’ll  be  taking?  (You  didn’t 
learn  to  drive  in  a  bus.)  Are  there  classrooms  for  navigation  courses 
and  other  ground  school  classes? 

•  Is  your  training  guaranteed?  —  If  you  need  additional  training 
to  pass  your  certification,  will  the  school  provide  it  for  free? 

•  Ask  about  the  instructors.  —  Are  they  US  Coast  Guard 
licensed?  (By  law,  they  must  be.)  Are  they  US  SAILING  Certified? 
This  isn’t  a  must,  but  it  is  an  excellent  indicator  of  a  professional 
instructor. 

•  Are  the  courses  of  adequate  length?  —  Generally,  longer  is  bet¬ 
ter  and  several  days  back-to-back  are  more  effective  than  multiple 
short  sessions.  Remember,  your 

goal  is  to  graduate  as  a  compe-  n..-  7W  KsslboClt 
tent  sailor,  not  simply  walk 
away  with  a  diploma. 

•  Is  the  location  convenient? 

—  Your  objective  is  to  learn  to  sail,  not  waste  time  aground  in  the 
mud  flats.  And,  you  will  learn  more  if  you  don’t  get  immediately 
pasted  by  gale  force  winds  in  a  beginner  class.  Look  at  the  school’s 
location  with  a  perspective  of  appropriate  sailing  grounds  and 
marina  facilities,  not  how  close  it  is  to  home.  A  few  extra  minutes 
on  the  freeway  can  save  you  a  lot  of  wasted  effort  on  the  water. 

•  What  is  the  school’s  reputation?  —  Talk  to  some  sailors  and  ask 
them  what  they  think  of  your  choices.  When  you  visit  the  school, 
observe  a  class,  or  talk  with  current  or  past  students. 

•  Do  it  now!  —  There’s  no  reason  to  miss  another  season. 

Clearly  we  think  Club  Nautique  ranks  higher  than  any  school,  any¬ 
where,  on  all  the  important  benchmarks,  but  it’s  what  you  think  that 
counts.  We  invite  comparison.  Please  call  for  our  free  brochure  or 
pay  us  a  visit  soon.  We  think  you’ll  be  glad  you  did. 


USj  Certification 
sailing.  System 


Club  \  Nautique 


1-800-343-SAIL  •  (510)  865-4700 

1150  Ballena  Blvd.,  Suite  161,  Alameda,  CA  94501 

1-800-559-CLUB  •  (415)  332-8001 

100  Gate  Six  Road,  Sausalito,  CA  94965 

www.sailors.com/  clubnautique 


We're  looking  for  a 
few  good*  sailors* 


— w  / 

Club  Nautique  has  openings  for  new  members  and 
there’s  no  better  time  than  now  to  join.  Here  are  just  a 
few  of  the  benefits  of  Club  Nautique  membership: 

•  One  of  the  top  rated  sailing  schools  in  the  USA 

•  Complete  US  SAILING  Keelboat  System 

•  Licensed,  professional  sailing  instructors 

•  The  largest  &  newest  fleet  on  San  Francisco  Bay 
s  •  Alameda  &  Sausalito  locations 

•  Clubhouses  at  both  locations 

•  Yacht  club  affiliate  membership 

•  Reciprocal  privileges  with  yacht  clubs 

•  35%  savings  on  local  charters 

•  World-wide  charter  discounts 

•  Moorings  direct  charter  bookings 

•  Yacht  purchase  discounts 

•  Monthly  newsletter 

•  Full  schedule  of  cruises  and  races 

•  Yacht  Racing  Association  membership 

•  Hundreds  of  friendly  fellow  members  to  sail  with 

•  Full  social  calendar 

There’s  a  reason  Club  Nautique  consistently  has 
the  highest  growth  and  lowest  membership  turnover  of 
all  sailing  clubs  —  just  ask  any  member.  Give  us  a  call 
to  receive  your  free  information  package  or  stop  by  for 
a  tour.  And  when  you  visit  or  call,  be  sure  to  ask  about 
our  Signing  Bonus. 


Club  \  Nautique 


1-800-343-SAIL  •  (510)  865-4700 

1150  Ballena  Blvd.,  Alameda,  CA  94501 

1-800-559-CLUB  •  (415)  332-8001 

100  Gate  6  Road,  Sausalito,  CA  94965 

*  If  you’re  not  a  good  sailor  yet,  don’t  worry. 


Our 


award  winning  sailing  school  will  fix  that,  guaranteed! 
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Trawlers  or  Sailboats 

Private  Ownership  or  Cheater  Placement 

Read  This  Save! 


Most  people  think  the  way  to  get  a 
good  deal  is  to  haggle  with  the  dealer,  or 
buy  last  year’s  model,  or  some  variation 
of  the  above.  Face  it,  dealing  this  way  is 
going  to  save  you  chump  change  and  get 
you  poor  service  to  boot. 

At  Cruising  Specialists,  we  know 
how  to  save  you  serious  money.  The 
savings  you  see  on  these  photos  are  just 
the  beginning.  Both  of  the  models 
shown  are  brand  new  and  in  very  short 
supply.  Most  dealers  haven’t  even 
received  one  yet...  and  we’re  talking 
savings  of  over  20%  for  openers. 
You’re  probably  wondering  how  we  do 
it  (or  you’re  thinking  it  isn’t  the  truth). 

If  you’d  like  to  own  a  new  Hunter 
Sailboat  or  Mainship  Trawler  savings 
like  these  are  currently  available  on  any 
model  in  stock.  Here  are  the  boats 
included  in  this  offer  and  the  typical 
savings  available: 


Model 

Mainship  350  Trawler 
Hunter  Passage  450 
Hunter  40.5 
Hunter  376 
Hunter  336 
Hunter  29.5 


Sayings 

$54,000 

$56,000 

$33,000 

$28,000 

$20,000 

$16,000 


The  savings  shown  are  based  on 
private  ownership  of  your  new  yacht.  If 


you  really  want  to  lower  your  cost  of  boat 
ownership  we  can  more  than  double  the 
savings  shown  here  by  placing  your  boat 
in  charter  service.  In  some  cases  we  can 
cut  your  costs  by  over  80% ! 

Obviously  we  don’t  save  you  this  kind 
of  money  by  selling  you  a  new  boat  for 
less  than  our  wholesale  cost.  We  do  it  by 
looking  at  how  you  use  your  boat,  how 
you  pay  for  your  boat  and  how  you  take 
care  of  your  boat’s  operating  costs.  By 
developing  a  total  program  tailored  to  your 
needs,  we  can  cut  your  total  cost  of  owner¬ 
ship  dramatically. 

Lastly,  the  savings  shown  apply  to 
new  inventory  in  stock,  sold  for  immediate 
delivery.  We  have  included  participation 
by  the  factories  and  our  bank.  Their  partic¬ 
ipation  is  for  a  limited  time  only,  so  stop 
by  today.  You’ll  be  glad  you  did! 


Cruising  Specialists 


1-888- 78-YACHT 


dealers  for: 

EHcson  •  Hunter  •  Jeanneau  •  Mainship  Trawlers  •  Pacific  Seacraft 

Licensed  Yacht  Brokers  •  Financing  •  Insurance  •  Leasing  •  Charter  Yacht  Placement 

it 20  Ballena  Boulevard ,  Alameda ,  CA  94501  •  (510)  521-5544  •  FAX  (510)  521-6677 
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Seminars  •  Panel  Discussions  •  Workshops 
On-Water  Clinics  •  Networking  Events  •  Fabulous  Prizes 
Brought  to  you  by 


Women's  Sailing 

association  0 

CALL  800-566-NWSA  (6972) 

For  details  and  Advance  Reservations 

Club  Nautique  Cruising  Specialists 

HUNTER<(jg 
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WOMEN  AND  THE  SAILING  LIFESTYLE 
For  Women  Who  Want  To  Learn  More! 


is 

coming 

to 


April  26 
1997 


FEBRUARY  28,  MARCH  1  &  2,  1997 


AdventureSports 


ravel  Festiva 


CONCOURSE  EXHIBITION  CENTER 
SAN  FRANCISCO 


OUTSIDE  MAGAZINE  COMES  TO  LIFE  AT  THE 

AdventureSports  &  Travel  Festival 

•  ADVENTURE  TRAVEL  GUIDES  AND  OUTFITTER  EXHIBITS 

•  OUTDOOR  MANUFACTURER  AND  RETAILER  DISPLAYS 

•  ENTERTAINING  SEMINARS,  SPORTS  CLINICS  AND  HANDS-ON  ACTIVITIES 

•  PLAN  YOUR  NEXT  ADVENTURE  VACATION  -  FROM  SCUBA  SAFARIS  TO  BICYCLE 
TOURS  -  WITH  THE  BEST  OUTFITTERS  AND  TRAVEL  GUIDES  IN  THE  BUSINESS 

GET  INVOLVED  AND  JOIN  US  IN  CELEBRATING  THE  WORLD  OUTSIDE! 

Outside  Magazine's  AdventureSports  &  Travel  Festival 

CALL  800.521.3247  OR  FAX  414.786.0697  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  TODAY! 


CitySports 


PICK  UP  THE  JAN/FEB  ISSUE  OF  CITY  SPORTS 
FOR  A  COMPLETE  SHOW  PROGRAM 


.OYSTER  POINT 

MARINA 

SOUTH  SAN  FRANCISCO 


NEWL  Y  EXPANDED!  IDE  ALL  Y  LOCA  TED! 

■  MARINA  SERVICES: 

.  BERTHING:  600  berths  from  26-60  ft. 

GUEST  DOCK  &  BERTH:  Available  at  300  per  foot  per  night 
PARK/OPEN  SPACE:  Approximately  33  acres  of  park  and 
open  space  with  trails  and  promenades 
SWIMMING  BEACH:  2.5  acres  of  beach 
FISHING  PIER:  A  300'  concrete  fishing  pier 
LAUNCH  RAMP:  Two-lane  concrete  ramp  with  parking  for 
70  boat  trailers  and  cars. 

RESTROOMS  AND  HOT  SHOWERS:  Public  restrooms 
and  private  restrooms  with  showers. 

24-HOUR  SECURITY 

PUMP-OUT  FACILITY:  Located  on  the  fuel  dock 
CABLE  TV 

•  SUMMIT  MARINE  SERVICES  (415)  873-2500  • 
CHANDLERY  •  DRY  STORAGE  •  HAUL-OUT  •  BOAT  REPAIR 

FUEL  DOCK:  Both  regular  and  diesel 
CANVAS  SHOP:  Custom  and  repair 
•  OYSTER  POINT  MARINA  INN  BED  &  BREAKFAST 
(415)  737-7633 

•  OYSTER  POINT  YACHT  CLUB  (415)  873-5166 


For  information  call  415/952-0808 


WEST 

COAST 


CDM-PAC  YACHTS 

20  YEARS  OF  TRADITION,  PRIDE  8  QUALITY 

A  Fine  Line  of  Good  Little  Ships 
Complete  Fleet:  16*  •  19‘  •  23'  •  25'  •  27'  •  35' 


SC 


urn 


SPECIFICATIONS 
IDA  -  297' 

LCD  -26H" 
LWL-24"3" 

BEAM -96" 

DRAFT  -3V 
Disp.  -  6000  (J 
Ballast-2500  / 
Headroom  -  61" ' 
Sail  Area  —  360  sq.  It. 
Ma$l  hi.  above 
Waterline  —  35*8' 
Fresh  water  -  50  gal. 


DESIGNER:  Robert  K.  Johnson  N.A. 


Beautiful  Design 
Quality  Construction 
Outstanding  Performance 


SELECTED  BROKERAGE 


TRAILERABLES  WITH  TRAILERS 


SEETHE  NEW  1997  HUNTER 25.5 

$16,890  INCLUDING  TRAILER 

Water  Ballast  -  Provides  stability  w/lightweight  for  trailering 

Mast  Raising  System  -  One  person  can  raise  and  lower  mast  with  ease 

Full  Batten  Main  -  improved  performance 

No  Backstay  -  Simplifies  rigging,  allows  larger  mainsail 

Huge  roomy  interior  •  Queen-size  berth  aft 

5-year  hull  warranty  •  Includes:  Hunter's  famous  Cruise  Pac 


NAVIGATION  CLASSES 

BEGIN... 

Coastal  Navigation:  Feb.  5th 
Celestial  Navigation:  Feb.  6th 


TRAILERABLES 

WITHOUT 

TRAILERS 

11' Ace  Row  Boat 
22'  Santana 
27'  Buccaneer 


■k  Trailers  k 
New  &  Used 

POWER  BOATS 

14'  Lonestar 


MULTIHULLS 

14'  Hobie 
16'  Hobie 
16'  Prindle 


★  BAY  &  BLUEWATER  BOATS  ★ 

22'  SANTANA,  Delta . 

. $3,995 

27'  O'DAY  272  w/trlr,  Sacramento  ... 

....  $18,500 

27'  BALBOA,  Grass  Valley . 

....  $15,950 

32'  SEAWIND,  Richmond . 

....  $34,900 

33‘  HUNTER,  Lake  Mead . 

41'  COOPER  416,  Seattle . 

LARGEST  DISPLAY  OF  TRAI LERABLE  SAILBOATS  IN  CALIFORNIA 


CALL  US  FOR 
SAILING 

lessons 


Stodqfote  Marine 


COASTAL  NAV 
COURSES 
CALL  FOR 

details 


AND  NAVIGATION  CENTER 

Chandlery  •  Specializing  in  Trailerable  Sailboats  •  Over  50  Boats  on  Display 

Closed  Sundays  and  Tuesdays 


CDM-PAC  YACHTS 

4730  MYRTLE  AVE.,  SACRAMENTO,  CA  95841  •  (916)  332-0775  •  Fax  (916)  332-2500 


•  hunter!^- 


13'  Guppy 

16'  International  470  19'  Compac 

23'  Hunter 

13'  Korale  Jr. 

16'  Snipe 

20'  Santana 

24'  J/24 

14'  Windmill 

17'  Molly  Catboat 

20'  Ranger 

24'  Venture 

14'  Satellite 

17'  Montgomery 

21'  Balboa 

25'  Lancer 

14'  Vagabond 

17’  Venture 

21'San  Juan 

25'  Capri 

15'  Montgomery 

18'  Space  Sailor 

22’  Chrysler 

25'  Catalina 

15'  Coronado 

18'  Windrose 

22'  Venture 

26'  Clipper 

15'  Potter 

19'  MacGregor 

23'  O'Day 

27'  Balboa 

16'  Glen  L 

19'  O'Day  Mariner 

23'  IONA 

28'  Lancer 
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West  Marine  Oakland  presents  a 

BLOWOUT 

SALE 

President's  Weekend 
Feb  15,  16  &  17 


m  West  Marine 

We  make  boating  more  fun!" 


2200  Livingston  St.,  Oakland 
(510)532-5230 


CALENDAR 


Nonrace 

Feb.  2  —  Performance  Racing  Seminar,  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  at  U.C. 
Berkeley  Life  &  Science  Building.  Kimo  Worthington  and  Mark  Laura 
are  the  instructors.  For  details,  call  (800)  347-2457. 

Feb.  4  —  Yukon  Olympic  Yachting  Tour.  Gary  Jobson  and 
assorted  Olympians  will  host  a  video  presentation  about  last 
summer’s  Olympic  sailing  games  at  Savannah.  Come  hear  why  the 
U.S.  fared  so  poorly,  earning  just  two  bronze  medals  in  the  ten 
classes.  Cowell  Theatre  (Fort  Mason);  7:30p.m.;  $10  donation  at  the 
door  will  benefit  the  Blackaller  Fund.  Matt  Jones,  563-6363. 

Feb.  4  —  ’97  Baja  Ah-Ha  Cruiser  Preparation  Seminar  #1,  co¬ 
sponsored  by  Waypoint  and  UK  Sails.  7  p.m.  at  the  loft  in  Alameda; 
free.  Call  Waypoint  at  (510)  769-1547  for  reservations  and  info. 

Feb.  5  —  "Introduction  to  Coastal  Navigation,"  a  free  seminar  by 
Ted  Baker  at  the  Stockdale  Marine  Theatre  (Sacramento).  7  p.m.; 
Info,  (916)  332-0775. 

Feb.  6  —  "Introduction  to  Celestial  Navigation,"  another  free 
seminar  by  Ted  Baker  at  the  Stockdale  Marine  Theatre  (Sacramento). 
7  p.m.;  Info,  (916)  332-0775. 

Feb.  7  —  First  Annual  Blue  Water  Foundation  Fundraiser,  6  p.m. 
at  Golden  Gate  YC.  This  non-profit,  volunteer  foundation,  which 
provides  sailing  experiences  for  the  youth  of  San  Francisco,  is  holding 
a  $25  (tax  deductible)  dinner  and  dance  party.  Music  will  be  provided 
by  Billy  Talbot  (the  bass  player  in  Neil  Young’s  band  Crazy  Horse) 
and  Friends.  Also,  Dawn  Riley  will  present  a  video  about  the  last 
America’s  Cup.  Susan,  392-2018. 

Feb.  7  —  Quantum  Sails  Party,  5:30-7:30  p.m.  at  the  loft  in 
Brickyard  Cove,  Point  Richmond.  Customers  and  friends  are  invited 
to  have  a  brewski  (or  two,  or  three)  on  Norman,  Jocelyn,  Seadon, 
Dick,  JimBob,  and  the  rest  of  the  gang!  Info,  (510)  234-4334. 

Feb.  8-9  —  Open  Boat  Weekend  at  Marina  Village,  10  a.m.  to  4 
p.m.  (weather  permitting).  Details,  (510)  521-0905. 

Feb.  8,  15,  22  —  First  three  days  of  the  Saturday  junior  sailing 
program  at  Encinal  YC.  Classes  in  El  Toros,  FJs  and  Lasers  for  all  skill 
levels.  Program  continues  on  March  1,8,15;  nominal  cost  for  all  six 
sessions.  Susannah  Carr,  (510)  769-0221. 

Feb.  9  —  Bob  Bissell’s  Big  Band  dance  party  at  the  Sausalito 
Cruising  Club,  5-8  p.m.  Dance  to  the  big  band  classics  of  the  ’40s  and 
’50s;  $15  at  the  door;  open  to  the  public.  Jane  Colton,  332-0874. 

Feb.  12  —  Oakland  West  Marine  Seminar  Series  kicks  off  with 
Nancy  Erley  of  Tethys  speaking  about  her  all-woman  five-year 
circumnavigation.  On  2/19,  Peter  Fromm  will  recount  his  whale  tales 
and,  on  2/26,  cruising  guru  John  Neal  will  talk  about  his  latest 
exploits  on  Mahina  Tiare.  7:30  p.m.,  $5  at  the  door  (except  the  Erley 
presentation,  which  is  free).  Info,  (510)  532-5230. 

Feb.  14  —  Valentine’s  Day.  Do  something  romantic!  Put  those 
'brownie  points'  in  the  bank  now  —  the  summer  sailing  season  is 
approaching  rapidly! 

Feb.  15  —  Dance  party  in  conjunction  with  the  Corinthian  YC 
Midwinters,  approximately  7-11  p.m.  Music  by  blues  mistress  Annie 
Sampson  and  the  Fish,  upstairs  in  the  Ball  Room.  Free  and  open  to 
the  sailing  public.  CYC,  435-4771. 

Feb.  18  —  "Tides  and  Currents,"  presented  by  wily  tidemeister 
Kame  Richards  at  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  San  Francisco  Bay 
Oceanic  Crew  Group.  7  p.m.  at  Fort  Mason  Center,  Building  C,  Room 
210.  Free  and  open  to  all  sailors.  Jim  Lansing,  775-3405. 

Feb.  21  —  Full  moon.  Friday  night.  License  to  party. 

Feb.  22  —  Ocean  Crew  Party  at  Richmond  YC,  5-8:30  p.m.  Skip¬ 
pers  and  crew  are  invited  to  help  kick  off  the  new  OYRA  season.  Don 
or  Betty  Lessley,  892-6534. 

Feb.  22  —  Svendsen’s  Marine  Products  Showcase  and  Sidewalk 
Sale,  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m.,  free.  Info,  (510)  521-8454. 

Feb.  22  —  Certified  Race  Officers  Annual  Seminar,  8:30  a.m.  to 
5  p.m.  at  Golden  Gate  YC.  Topics  will  include  the  new  1997  rule 
changes,  race  management,  protest  hearings,  scoring,  etc.  Seminar 
cost,  including  lunch,  is  a  steal  at  only  $10.  Space  is  limited,  sign  up 
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South  Beach  Harbor 

on  the  San  Francisco  waterfront  at  Pier  40 


•  Ideal  Sailing  Weather  •  Walk  to  Downtown  •  Good  Parking  &  Security 


Spinnaker  Sailing  -  Lessons,  Rentals,  Charters . 

Rendezvous  Charters  -  Sailing  &  Motoryacht  Cruises 

Premier  Yacht  Sales  -  Boat  Sales . 

South  Beach  Riggers  -  Rigging,  Custom  Work . 

North  Beach  Marine  Canvas  -  Canvas,  Interiors . 

Adventure  Cat  -  Sailing  Excurions,  Charters . 

* 

South  Beach  Yacht  Club  -  New  Members  Welcome .... 
Pier  40  Roasteiy  &  Cafe  -  Open  Daily  7:00  am . 


543-7333 

543-7333 

495-5335 

974-6063 

543-1887 

777-1630 

495-2295 

495-3815 


The  Embarcadero  At  Pier  40,  San  Francisco,  CA  94107 
Harbormaster:  415-495-4911  FAX  415-512-1351 
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JULIAN  BATY  and  John  Connolly  in  collaboration  with 
Offshore  Cruising  Consultants  presents  an 

OFFSHORE  CRUISING  WORKSHOP 

Jill  Baty  -  Jill  has  raced  and  cruised  offshore  for  30  years.  She's  a  veteran  of  five  Fastnets  and 
two  of  the  major  storms  of  the  century.  She  manages  Warren  Brown's  64'  Sparkman  & 
Stephens  world  cruiser  War  Baby  and  has  recently  returned  from  her  sixth  Atlantic  crossing 


_ Buying  Your  Offshore  Cruiser _ 

1.  Preparing  yourself  5.  Pros  and  cons  of  different  constructions 

2.  Choosing  the  right  brqker  6.  Financing  your  purchase 

3.  Locating  the  ideal  yacht  7.  Surveys  -  what  a  good  survey  will  do 

4.  Proper  yacht  design  8.  Insurance 

Saturday,  April  12, 9:30-5:30 
Oakland  Yacht  Club,  Pacific  Marina,  Alameda 

No  host  happy  hour  and  chat  session  following  each  workshop. 

Tuition  (per  person):  $80  ($65  prepaid) 

Experience  the  Ocean  -  to  the  Farallones  and  Back 


Presented  by  the  Modem  Sailing  Academy 
Spend  twelve  hours  on  the  ocean  practicing  your  sailing  and  navigation  skills. 

♦  GPS  •  Radar  •  Night  sailing 

•  Heavy  weather  skills  •  Safety,  harnesses,  jack  lines,  etc. 

Sunday,  April  13,  All  Day 
Modern  Sailing  Academy,  Sausalito,  (415)  331-8250 


Tuition  (per  person):  $185 


OFFSHORE 

CRUISING 

CONSULTANTS 

(510)  534-4317 


Call  Today! 
Space 
Limited 


CELESTE  AIL  M  A  DAY 

"How  can  you  teach  celestial  navigation  in  a  day , 
when  some  celestial  courses  go  on  for  weeks  or  even  a  semester? " 

There's  method  in  this  madness.  The  heart  of  celestial  is 
really  quite  simple  and  can  readily  be  taught  in  a  day.  At  the 
end  of  our  one-day  course,  you  will  be  able  to  navigate  to  any 
spot,  on  any  ocean.  You’ll  be  free  to  make  of  yourself  as  much, 
or  as  little,  of  a  celestial  navigator  as  you  want.  But  you’ll  know 
that  if  that  GPS  ever  goes  out,  you  can  rescue  a  bad  situation 
and  get  home  safely.  And  no  complicated  math  or  trig. 

Once  you've  completed  our  one-day  classroom  course,  you 
will  be  entitled  to  our  free  one-day  sextant  class,  where  we 
put  it  all  together  and  actually  navigate  by  sun  and  sextant. 
(The  sextant  day  includes  instruction  on  the  Celesticomp  V 
hand-held  computer.) 

All  of  this  takes  place  on  the  S.S.  Jeremiah  O'Brien,  the  Last 
Liberty  Ship,  docked  at  Pier  32  in  San  Francisco.  The  price,  $125 
for  the  day,  lunch  included.  Class  size  limited  to  ten  people,  so 
sign  up  now. 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  8 
SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  22 
SATURDAY  MARCH  8 

Call  C<sE<ssMmE  Em  A  now! 

(415)  546-9320 

595  Market  Street,  Suite  2450,  San  Francisco,  CA  94105 


CALENDAR 


early  by  calling  the  YRA  office  at  771-9500. 

Feb.  23  —  Berkeley  YC  Swap  Meet,  starting  at  7  a.m.  Pre-owned 
nautical  treasures  at  bargain  prices!  BYC,  (510)  540-9167. 

Feb.  23  —  TransPac  Preview  on  ESPN,  noon  PST.  This  30- 
minute  show  will  feature  footage  of  previous  races  and  interviews  with 
various  players  in  the  ’97  race. 

Feb.  25  —  "How  to  Prepare  for  Your  Cruising  Adventures,"  a 
seminar  series  by  John  Neal.  7  p.m.  at  the  San  Francisco  West  Marine 
store,  $5.  Show  is  repeated  at  the  Oakland  West  Marine  (2/26),  Palo 
Alto  (2/27),  and  Santa  Cruz  (2/28).  See  Sightings,  or  call  the  various 
stores,  for  more  details. 

Feb.  28  —  Lin  and  Larry  Pardey  will  speak  about  budget  cruising 
at  the  San  Francisco  West  Marine  store,  $10  at  the  door.  Call  for 
details,  543-3035. 

Feb.  28-Mar.  2  —  Adventure  Sports  &  Travel  Festival,  spon¬ 
sored  by  Outside  Magazine,  at  the  Concourse  Exhibit  Center  in  San 
Francisco.  Info,  (800)  521-3247. 

Mar.  2  —  Mexico  to  Marquesas  Pacific  Puddle  Jump  Kickoff 
Party,  hosted  by  Latitude  in  Puerto  Vallarta.  See  Cruise  Notes. 

Mar.  2  —  Sail  A  Small  Boat  Day  at  Richmond  YC,  11  a.m.  to  4 
p.m.  Free  rides  on  a  dozen  or  so  different  dinghies,  courtesy  of  the 
Smhll  Boaf  Racing  Association  (SBRA)  and  RYC.  A  unique  and  enter¬ 
taining  opportunity  to  learn  a  ton  about  dinghies  in  a  short  time  — 
why  doesn’t  ODCA  have  a  similar  program?  Info,  (510)  234-SAIL. 

Mar.  2  —  OYRA  Seminar  #2:  Offshore  Weather,  Radio,  and 
GPS.  Learn  about  the  latest  technology  and  resources  available  to 
ocean  racers,  10  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  at  Corinthian  YC.  Free  and  open  to 
the  public.  Betty  Lessley,  892-6534. 

Mar.  4  —  Baja  Ah-Ha  Cruiser  Seminar  #2:  "Radio  School." 
Presented  by  Don  Melcher,  7  p.m.  at  the  UK  Loft  in  Alameda.  Free! 
Sponsored  by  UK  Sails  and  Waypoint.  Details,  (510)  769-1547. 

Mar.  8  —  Master  Mariners  Benevolent  Association’s  Annual 
Spring  Potluck  at  Point  San  Pablo  YC.  Noel  Duckett,  472-7653. 

Mar.  15  —  Islander  36  Association  Spring  Meeting  at  San 
Francisco  YC,  beginning  with  lunch  at  noon.  Dennis  or  Judy  Bush, 
(408)  559-3450. 

Mar.  18  —  Free  seven-week  USCG  Auxiliary  Sailing  and 
Seamanship  course  begins,  Tuesday  and  Thursday  evenings,  7:30 
p.m.  at  the  Sausalito  Cruising  Club.  Peter,  332-0501. 

Mar.  21-23  —  4th  Annual  Banderas  Bay  Regatta  in  Puerto 
Vallarta.  For  info,  e-mail  publicity  chairman  Ron  Gray  at  rong@mex- 
access.com. 

Mar.  22  —  Northern  California  Women’s  Sailing  Seminar  at 
Island  YC.  From  basic  sailing  to  advanced  navigation,  this  day-long 
event  features  master  women  sailors  teaching  women  the  art  of  sailing 
in  both  on-the-water  and  classroom  sessions.  To  register  or  volunteer, 
call  (510)  881-5422. 

Apr.  24-28  —  Pacific  Sail  Expo  at  Jack  London  Square  — 
finally,  a  decent  sailing-only  show  on  the  West  Coast!  Info,  (800)  817- 
SAIL. 

Apr.  27  —  Opening  Day  on  the  Bay.  P1CYA,  388-8327. 

Racing  , 

Feb.  1  —  Perry  Cup  Series  for  Mercuries,  races  13,  14  and  15. 
Monterey  Peninsula  YC;  Dick  Clark,  (408)  624-6482  (work). 

Feb.  1-8  —  MEXORC,  aka  the  Mexican  Big  Boat  Series.  This  low- 
key,  sun-drenched  buoy  series  brings  the  Mexican  IOR  fleet  up  from 
Acapulco  to  compete  against  the  American  boats  that  sailed  down  in 
the  Del  Rey  YC’s  PV  Race.  Hosted  by  the  Mexican  Sailing  Federation 
in  Puerto  Vallarta.  Frank  Whitton,  (619)  226-8033. 

Feb.  6  —  1997  Pineapple  Cup,  811  delightful  miles  from  Fort 
Lauderdale  to  Montego  Bay,  Jamaica.  The  race  is  coming  back 
strong,  with  rumors  of  a  50-boat  fleet.  The  West  Coast  will  be 
represented  by  Sayonara,  Pyewacket  and  Maverick.  All  three  boats 
have  a  reasonable  shot  at  Windward  Passage’s  1971  record  of  3  days, 
3  hours,  40  minutes.  The  race  doubles  as  the  first  leg  of  Jimmy 
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Jack  London  Square 


Oakland,  California 


® 


« Vancouver 

, 

Seattle 


WASHING  TON: 


p  Portland 


IDAHO 


April  24  -  28, 1 997 

Daily;  1 0  am  -  6  pm,  Monday:  1 0  am  -  3 


i  racing  crew  training 
.  refitting  and  upgrading 

>  heavy-weather  sailing 
•  weather  &  navigation 

>  buying  your  first  sailboat 
.  cruising  with  a  family 


.  racing  tactics 
.  safety  at  sea 
i  diesef  mechanics 


MORE  Sailboats! 

Come  see  sailboats  of  all  sizes  and  kinds!! 

From  small,  fast  and  fun  right  up  to  spacious 
and  sea-going,  sailboat  manufacturers  from  all 
over  the  country  will  be  here  for  you  to  inspect, 
explore  and  sail. 

MORE  Sailing  Products! 

•  sails  •  accessories  •  apparel 

•  rigging  •  hardware  •  electronics 

•  services  •  technology 

MORE  Sailing  Celebrities! 

•  Paul  Cayard  •  Alva  &  Diana  Simon 

•  Barbara  Marrett  •  Bob  Perry 

•  Diana  &  Jim  Jessie  •  And  Many  More 

•  Dawn  Riley 

These  sailing  veterans  will  share  their  experi¬ 
ences  on  everything  from  America's  Cup  and 
big  boat  action  to  leading-edge  boat  design 
and  the  idyllic  cruising  lifestyle.  Come  see  the 
pros  and  take  home  some  of  their  know-how! 

MORE  Sailing!  Seminars! 

All-encompassing,  first-rate  FREE  seminars. 

You'll  get  first-hand  information  from  experi¬ 
enced  pros  on  a  wide  range  of  topics.  Come 
learn  from  the  best— for  free!! 


MORE  Sailing  Industry  Experts! 

Talk  to  the  industry's  leading  authorities  about  all 
aspects  of  sailing.  The  manufacturers  themselves 
will  give  you  face-to-face  advice  and  pointers. 
Count  on  seeing  hundreds  of  sailing  companies 
from  around  the  country,  displaying  the  top 
boats,  deck  hardware,  electronics,  sails,  apparel 
and  more. 

MORE  Sailors! 

Pacific  SAIL  EXPO  will  be  "the"  gathering  spot 
for  West  Coast  sailors,  to  share  stories  and  ideas, 
exchange  information,  hatch  new  plans  and 
forge  new  friendships.  If  you  sail,  you'll  want 
to  be  here. 

SAIL  America! 

There's  no  better  organization  to  bring  a  first- 
class,  sail-only  show  to  the  West  Coast  than  Sail 
America.  We're  already  well-known  for  our  exist¬ 
ing  shows:  SAIL  EXPO  Atlantic  City  and  SAIL 
EXPO  St.  Petersburg.  Pacific  SAIL  EXPO 
is  sure  to  be  an  event  you  won't  want  to  miss. 

SAIL  EXPO®  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Sail 
America,  Inc. 

*  See  our  web  page  at  SAILEXPO.com.  Check  out 
updates  on  our  growing  list  of  manufacturers, 
boats,  seminars,  celebrities  and  events. 


afr,  USAir 


: 


Sail  America 


pm  It's  the  sailing 
extravaganza  of 

_ the  Pacific — and  it's 

happening  here! 


Plan 

Now! 


Qet  your  family  and  friends  together 
and  come  see  us  at  Pacific  SAIL  EXPO® 
in  April  at  lack  London  Square,  Oakland, 
CA.  CALL  NOW  for  more  information 
or  tickets. 

1-800-817-SAIL 

Call  800-408-6318  for  the  best  deals  on 
accommodations  and  travel. 


Partial  List  of  Pacific  SAIL  EXPO 
Exhibitors  (as  of  Fall  1996) 


Albatross 

Hood  Sailmakers 

Sabre  Yachts 

Bay  Island  Yachts 

HunteCMarine 

Saga  43 

Beneteau  U.S.A. 

Island  Packet  Yachts 

Sailing  Angles 

A  Byte  Boats 

|  Boats 

SAILING  Magazine 

C  Cushions 

leanneau 

Sailrite 

C- Level 

Larsen  Sails 

Scanmar 

Cal/Pearson  Yachts 

Modem  Sailing  Academy 

Speedtech 

Catalina  Yachts 

Nautor  Swan 

Stuart  Marine 

Celestaire 

Ocean  Navigator  Magazine 

Sun  Yacht  Charters 

Davis  Instruments 

OCSC  SF-Bay 

Sunsail 

Douglas  Gill 

P.|.R.  Recovery 

Surrette  Battery 

Forespar 

P.Y.I. 

Tropic  Island 

Fountaine  Pajot 

Pacific  Seacraft 

Valiant  Yachts 

Harken 

Passage  Yachts 

W.D.  Schock 

High  Sierra  Sport 

Pineapple  Sails 

Womanship  International 

Hobie  Cat 

Quantum  Sail  Design 

W.D.  Schock/Santana 

/ 
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Featured  Listing 

CT  49  Pilothouse,  1967 
$169,000 

This  CT  49  has  such  impressive  layout 
that  it  just  cries  out  for  someone  to 
come  aboard  and  have  a  good  time.  Aft 
cabin  &  forward  dining  area. 


CORSAIR  •  F-31  •  F-27  •  F-24 


Corsair's  folding  trimarans  are  the  world's 
most  popular...  for  good  reason.  The  inge¬ 
nious  folding  design  opens  up  a  whole  new 
world  of  sailing  possibilities.  You  can  keep 
these  multihulls  in  a  slip  or  trailer-sail  here, 
Tahoe,  Mexico,  anywhere.  They  sail  multihull- 
fast,  yet  they  sail  with  ease.  The  one-design 
fleets  focus  on  fun!  Come  check  out  the 
Corsairs  at  Helms  Yacht  Sales.  Order  now 
for  spring  delivery. 

New  Designs:  F-31R  •  F-28 


2415  Mariner  Square  Drive 
Alameda,  C  A  94501 

(510)  865-2511 

Fax  (510)  865-0215 


Fisher  34  M/S,  1964.  Consider  this  one,  all  set  up  for 
long  distance  cruises.  New  75  hp  Yanmar.  $119,000. 


55'  Custom  Motorsailer. 

Perfect  lYeaboard/long  distance  cruiser!  $139,000. 


Niagara  35, 1961. 

This  perf  ormance  cruiser  with  clas¬ 
sic  lines  appeals  to  the  family 
cruiser  who  loves  the  way  a  boat 
sails  and  looks.  Very  well  built  and 
maintained.  Worth  a  v'ery  good  look. 
Asking  $67,500. 


Three  Mew 

Listings: 

•  F-31  $110,000 

•  F-27  $49,000 

•  F-24  $39,500 


■ITT 
■:r«' 
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Northern  California  Corsair  Dealer 

•  Austin  O'Brien 
•  Teri  Enger 

YACHT  SALES  INC.  ‘.“S' 


BUG 


NOT 
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^  TH/S  MONTH,  WE  WILL  HAVE  ALL  THESE 

Yachts  AT  OUR  DOCKS: 


★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 


Catalina  42:  One  new,  one  used... grand  ballroom  style  interior 
):  The  first  used  C400  on  S.F.  Bay  is  "up  for  grabs" 

Catalina  380:  Aft  stateroom  double  berth,  a  real  shower,  a  "must  see" 
Catalina  36  Mkll:  1,500  C36  owners  can't  be  wrong!  Great  SF  Bay  boat! 
Catalina  34  Mkll:  Catalina's  newest  upgrade  for  1997 
Catalina  320:  Over  400  C320s  sold  in  the  USA  in  just  3  years! 

Catalina  28  Mkll:  The  best  sailing  production  28  footer  available 


OPEN  BOAT  WEEKEND  ★  FEBRUARY  8  &  9  •  1 0AM-4PM 


East  Bav  Brokerage  -  Farallone  Yacht  Sales 


★  GREAT  BROKERAGE  SAILBOATS  ★  West  Bav  Brokerage  -  Eagle  Yacht  Sales 


40' Catalina  400,  1995 . $149,000 

36' Nonsuch,  1989 . $135,000 

36' Catalina,  1987 . $63,900 

34'  Catalina,  1 988,  a  '1  O' . $57,500 

34'Ticon,  1988  . $84,900 


HUNTER  31 


32'  Dreadnought,  1979  . $38,900  28'  Newport,  1981 . $12,900 

32'  Ericson,  1986  . $39,900  27  Catalina,  1981 . $12,500 

31'  Hunter,  1985  . $29,500  27  Catalina,  1977  . $8,000 

30'  Nonsuch,  1983,  trades . $53,500  25'  Pacific  Seacraft,  1977 . $21,500 

30' Catalina,  1979 .  $19,900  23' Pearson,  1983 . $4,250 

30'Cheoy  Lee,  1965 . $14,500  23' Jeanneau  Tonic  23, 1989  . $9,900 

28' Hunter  28.5,  1985  .  $24,950  £3'  Ranger,  1976  . $2,900 


- 

CATALINA  36 

CATALINA  38 

fttfv.  jqsam 

i**  . =3 

MARINE  TRADER  49 

38'  Catalina,  1980,  dsl,  int,  extras . 

37'  Islander,  1971 ,  pilothouse,  dsl,  furl 

32'  Ericson,  1973,  original  owner  boat . 

32'  Aries,  1983,  original  owners,  mint  A . 

30' Catalina,  1989,  wing  keel,  dodger . 

30'  Catalina,  1988,  dsl.  clean . reduced 

30' Catalina,  1980,  dsl,  dinette  interior . 

30'  Catalina,  1981,  wheel,  press  water . 


$46,995 

$41,900 

$26,995 

$49,995 

$41,900 

$39,995 

$19,995 

$21,995 


30'  Catalina,  1 984,  large  dsl,  furling . $32,995 

30' Islander,  1971,  great  boat .  $14,495 

28'  Islander,  1979,  excellent  condition . $18,995 

27'  O'Day,  1975,  dodger,  AP,  extras . $9,995 

27'  Catalina,  1985,  wheel,  dsl,  furl . $15,995 

27'  Catalina,  1971 ,  o/b,  Harken  furler . $7,995 

27' Catalina,  1976,  o/b  w/cockpit  control . $8,495 

26'  MacGregor,  1987,  trailer,  Nissan  o/b  ....  $7,995 

26'  Soverel,  1975,  full  race . reduced  $8,995 

25'  Caj,  1972,  classic,  excl.  cond . . $5,495 

24'  J/24,  1981,  ready  to  sail!! . $6,995 

24'  Columbia,  1963,  new  o/b,  AP . $2,995 

23'  Venture,  1975,  easy  to  trailer . $2,495 

POWER 

49'  T rawler,  1 979,  marine  trader 
restored . $1 99,000 


Soffo  *lfac6t  Sole& 

1070  MARINA  VILLAGE  PARKWAY  #104,  ALAMEDA,  CA  94070  #  1 966  COYOTE  POINT  DRIVE,  SAN  MATEO,  CA  94401 

(510)  523-6730  /  (415)  342-2838 
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- RACE  ANNOUNCEMENT  = 

Oakland  to  Catalina 
Island  race 

"A  California  Coastal  Classic " 

SUNDAY,  JUNE  15TH 

/  Spinnaker  and  Cruising 
/  Great  TransPac  Tune-Up 
/  PHRF  Handicap 

/  Catalina  Island  -  Vacation  Destination 

Call  Today  For 
Race  Information 

METROPOLITAN 
YACHT  CLUB 
OF  OAKLAND 

(510)  893-MYCO 
(6926) 

OR  FAX  (510)  530-6926 


CALENDAR 


Cornell’s  "Round  the  World  Rally",  which  should  attract  over  20 
boats.  Ken  Batzer,  (954)  946-3467. 

Feb  13,  1987  —  Ten  Years  After,  culled  from  the  March  ’87 
Latitude:  "Some  pretty  weird  things  can  go  down  on  Friday  the  13th 
—  especially  south  of  the  border  under  a  full  moon.  Like  four  maxi- 
raters  finishing  a  1,125-mile  ocean  race  from  Marina  del  Rey  to 
Puerto  Vallarta  within  three  minutes  of  each  other.  It  was  an  historic 
finish,  certainly  closer  than  the  America’s  Cup.  After  6V2  days  at  sea, 
the  PV  Race  came  down  to  a  three-hour  light  air  tacking  duel  for  first- 
to-finish  honors. 

"Fred  Priess’s  84-foot  Christine  entered  Banderas  Bay  a  quarter 
mile  ahead  of  the  chartered  SC  70  Citius.  The  two  were  followed  by 
Jake  Wood’s  82-foot  Sorcery  and  the  chartered  N/M  68  Prima.  And 
then  the  race  got  close. . .  Sorcery  had  the  lead  for  awhile,  then  Citius 
grabbed  it  with  an  hour  to  go.  After  planting  on  top  of  Sorcery  about 
15  times,  Citius  looked  like  a  sure  thing.  Then  Prima  came  roaring  out 
of  right  field,  moving  extremely  fast  in  light  air. 

"In  an  incredible  scene,  a  late  evening  crowd  of  about  200  people 
went  nuts  on  the  beach  as  Citius  and  Prima  crossed  the  line 
overlapped,  with  the  SC  70  taking  line  honors  in  perhaps  the  closest 
long  distance  race  ever.  Both  boats  got  guns  and  red  flares  as  they 
crossed,  the  Mexican  sky  lighting  up  as  though  it  was  the  Fourth  of 
July. . .  Understandably,  the  read  emotion  broke  loose  aboard  Citius, 
where  the  crew  went  berserk  for  five  minutes  as  exhaustion  combined 
with  delirium  to  result  in  unrestrained  joy." 

Feb.  15-16  —  68th  Annual  Southern  California  Yachting 
Association  (SCYA)  Midwinters,  featuring  well  over  1,000  boats  at 
about  25  venues  between  Santa  Barbara  and  San  Diego.  Jerry 
Martin,  (310)  374-0741. 

Feb.  22  —  IYC’s  21st  Sadie  Hawkins  Race,  a  PHRF  race  on  the 
Estuary  for  women  skippers.  Joanne  McFee,  (510)  534-7317. 

Feb.  26-Mar.  2  —  Southern  Ocean  Racing  Conference  (SORC), 
five  days  of  buoy  racing  off  Miami.  Now  in  its  56th  year,  the  revived 
SORC  will  see  nearly  200  boats  competing  off  Miami  Beach.  Bob 
Meagher,  (954)  763-1974. 

Mar.  1-2  —  Spring  Keel  Regatta  for  Etchells,  ll:Metres,  Express 
27s,  Melgi  and  J/24s.  Bring  your  PFDs!  St.  Francis  YC,  563-6363. 

Mar.  7-9  —  Heineken  Regatta  in  St.  Maarten,  in  case  you  find 
yourself  in  the  Caribbean  this  weekend.  Info,  (011)  599-524096. 

Mar.  8  —  OYRA  Shorthanded  Race,  featuring  courses  10-50 
miles  long  (depending  on  weather)  outside  the  Gate.  This  optional 
new  race  is  included  in  the  OYRA  entry  fee,  but  doesn’t  count  toward 
the  championship.  Hosted  by  Golden  Gate  YC;  YRA,  771-9500. 

Mar.  8  —  Merton  Yolles  Regatta,  a  PHRF  event  open  to  the 
public.  Coyote  Point  YC;  Charles  Allen,  592-8018. 

Mar.  8  &  22  —  Kurt  Zane  Regatta,  three  non-spinny  races  for 
Catalina  30s  and  34s.  South  Beach  YC;  Mark  Hecht,  341-6449. 

Mar.  8-9  —  Spring  One  Design  Regatta  for  keelboats  over  30 
feet,  including  Olson  30s,  J/105s,  J/35  and  others  to  be  announced. 
St.  Francis  YC,  563-6363. 

Mar.  14-16  —  Newport  Harbor  YC’s  Cabo  Race,  aka  the  'Trans¬ 
Pac  Tune-Up'  for  ULDBs,  turbo  70s,  IMS,  PHRF,  multihulls  (Steve 
Fossett’s  Stars  &  Stripes  is  going  for  the  record)  and  doublehanders. 
As  far  as  we  can  tell,  the  only  sled  planning  to  go  is  the  Andrews  70+ 
Vicki.  NHYC,  (714)  673-7730. 

Mar.  15-16  —  Big  Daddy  Regatta,  PHRF  racing  for  boats  rating 
165  (or  thereabouts)  and  under,  with  a  Gilligan’s  Island  theme  party 
on  Saturday  night.  The  Big  Daddy  Pursuit  Race  on  Sunday  is  natural¬ 
ly  being  billed  as  a  "three  hour  tour".  RichmondYC,  (510)  237-2821. 

Mar.  15-16  —  Spring  Dinghy  Regatta  for  505s,  I-14s,  Snipes, 
Lasers,  Laser  IIs  and  Laser  Radials.  StFYC,  563-6363. 

Mar.  21-23  —  Heineken  International  Regatta  in  Puerto  Rico, 
first  of  three  sunny  regattas  in  the  Caribbean  Ocean  Racing  Triangle 
(CORT)  series.  The  Rolex  Cup  Regatta  at  St.  Thomas  (March  28-30) 
and  the  BV1  Spring  Regatta  (Apr.  4-6)  complete  this  delicious  trio. 
Info,  (809)  761-7541. 
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UK  Sailmakers  introduces  a 
New  Dimension  in  the  successful 
line  of  fast  Tape- Drive  sails. 


MOW  the 


This  33-footer’s  TAPE-DRIVE  CLEAR 
genoa  may  be  hard  to  see,  but  at 
$1999,  you’ll  get  used  to  it.  The 
Mylar  base  fabric  is  reinforced  with 
high  modulus  Kevlar  49  tapes. 


Utilizing  patented  Tape- 
Drive  Technology,  UK 

brings  you  super-iiqht 
racing  sails  using  a  clear 
skin  fabric  reinforced  with 
a  new  dimension  in  tape 
construction  and  layout. 

UK  TAPE-DRIVE  CLEAR 
is  now  the  fastest,  light¬ 
est  sails  available  —  at  a 
price  that  won’t  blow  you 

away!  UK’s  new  TAPE- 
DRIVE  CLEAR  make  staying 
competitive  affordable. 

TAPE-DRIVE  CLEAR  has 
been  developed  with  the 
help  of  the  newest  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  UK-team,  Steve 
Towne. 

Call  us  to  find  out  if 
TAPE-DRIVE  CLEAR  is  the 
right  choice  for  you.  Or 
call  us  for  further  informa¬ 
tion  on  any  UK  sail. 

800-814-0814 


VISA 


-  ~  Wm ,  Mm  $  p  % 
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_ . _ _ _ fvher  West  Coast  lotts: 

UK  Northern  California  r,  Beach i ,  Ca  i  • 

2035  Clemen*  M6-  San  Diego,  Calif. 

Mameda,  CA  Sidney,  B.C.  ^grs.com 

800-814-0814  or 

510-523-9411 
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SAIL  CALIFORNIA  BROKERAGE 


Featured  Listing 

Open  Boat  Weekend  -  Feb.  8-9 


J/44  Jobe 

This  1990  J/44  is 
ready  to  go.  New  sail 
inventory,  Ockam  in¬ 
struments  with  latest 
software  and  faired 
bottom.  All  this  with  a 
great  cruising  layout 
below.  The  only  "B"  model  J/44  available  on  the  west  coast.  At  our 
docks  in  Alameda. 


BALTIC  42 


J/120 


This  custom  Baltic  42  DP,  delivered  in  1983,  This  1996  J/120  is  a  rare  opportunity.  She  is 

incorporates  the  experience  of  her  original  and  ready  to  go  with  a  complete  racing  and  cruising  sail 

current  owner.  The  only  custom,  vacuum  bagged  inv8n,orY.  "“Mot,  radar  and  complete  wind/ 

42  built!  All  offers  seriously  considered.  WD,er  ,ns,rumen,s- At  our  docks  ,n  Alameda- 


EXPRESS  37s 

Strict  one-design  fleet  with  no  professionals. 
Owner/driver  rule  and  limited  sail  purchases. 
Participate  in  Big  Boat  series,  YRA  or  family 
cruising.  Three  from  $79,000. 


j/no 

Cruise  a  36-footer  with  little  effort  in 
comfort  while  sailing  at  7-10  knot  speeds. 
Just  reduced  to  $139,000. 


BROKERAGE  SAILBOATS 

*  44’  J/44,  '90,  Jobe . 254,000  ’*35'  J/35,  ‘90,  Rocketeer . 84,500 

*  42‘  Baltic  dp,  '82,  Bydand . Offer  ”35'  J/35,  '84,  Diablo . 58,000 

*  40'  J/120,  '96,  Pamela  J . 199,000  ’  35'  J/35,  '84,  Cosmic  Muffin . 49,950 

”40'  Islander,  '85,  Bushwacker . 89,900  ”33'  Soveral,  1984 . 40,000 


CALENDAR 


Mar.  29  —  SSS  Singlehanded  Farallones.  Paul  Miller,  924-0767. 

Apr.  1 1-13  —  Tahoe  Ski/Sail.  Ralph  Silverman,  (916)  525-7245. 

Apr.  12  —  StFYC  Lightship  Race,  the  first  OYRA  race  of  the 
summer  season.  One-time  entries  are  encouraged.  YRA,  771-9500. 

Apr.  25-26  —  50th  Ensenada  Race  —  the  big  one!  Bring  sun¬ 
block  and  plenty  of  aspirin.  NOSA,  (714)  435-9552. 

Apr.  27-May  3  —  Antigua  Sailing  Week.  Info,  (268)  462-8872. 

May  3-4  —  Vallejo  Race.  YRA,  771-9500. 

Remaining  Midwinter  Races 

ALAMEDA  YC  —  Estuary  Midwinters:  2/9,  3/9.  M.L.  Higgins, 
(510)  748-0289. 

BERKELEY  YC  —  Chowder  Races:  2/2, 2/22, 3/2.  Paul  Kamen, 
(510)  540-7968. 

BERKELEY/METROPOLITAN  YC  —  Midwinters:  2/8-9.  Bobbi 
Tosse,  (510)  939-9885. 

'CORINTHIAN  YC  —  Midwinters  ’97: 2/15-16.  Rob  Moore,  383- 
8200,  ext.  109. 

ENCINAL  YC  —  Jack  Frost  Series:  2/15, 3/15.  EYC,  (510)  522- 
3272. 

GOLDEN  GATE  YC  —  Seaweed  Soup  Perpetual:  2/1.  GGYC, 
34&-BOAT. 

LAKE  MERRITT  SC  —  Edna  Robinson  Memorial  Midwinters 
(dinghies):  2/8,  3/9.  Duncan  Carter,  (510)  945-6223. 

OAKLAND  YC  —  Brunch  Series:  2/2,  2/16,  3/2,  3/16.  OYC, 
(510)  522-6868. 

RICHMOND  YC  —  Small  Boat  Midwinters:  2/1, 3/1.  RYC,  (510) 
237-2821  or  Mac  Lingo,  (510)  525-1881. 

SANTA  CRUZ  YC  —  Midwinters:  2/15, 3/15-16.  Santa  Cruz  YC, 
(408)  425-0690. 

SAUSALITO  CC  —  Midwinters:  2/22,  3/15,  4/19  (make-up). 
Dorothy  Stoufer,  479-4678. 

SAUSALITO  YC  —  Midwinters:  2/2,  3/2.  Pat  Broderick,  (707) 
528-2109. 

SOUTH  BAY  YRA  —  Winter  Series:  2/8,  3/15.  Mike  Dixon, 
(510)  635-5878. 

Please  send  pour  calendar  items  by  the  10th  of  the  month  to 
Latitude  38  (Attn:  Calendar ),  15  Locust  Avenue,  Mill  Valley,  CA, 
94941.  Better  yet,  fax  them  to  us  at  (415)  383-5816.  But  please,  no 
phone-ins!  Calendar  listings  are  for  marine-related  events  that  are 
either  free  or  don ’t  cost  much  to  attend.  The  Calendar  is  not  meant  to 
support  commercial  enterprises.  Unless  otherwise  noted,  all  phone 
numbers  listed  in  the  Calendar  are  in  the  415  area  code. 


39'  Cavalier,  '80,  Jolly  Mon . 78,500 

37'  Express,  '86,  Blitz . 84,000 

37'  Express  #33,  '86,  One  Eyed  Jack  79,000 
37'  Express,  '84  Danville  Express .  92,500 
36' J/110,  ‘95,  Sorcerer . 139,000 


31'  Custom,  '84  Bloom  County . Offer 

30'  Beneteau  305,  '88 . 47,500 

30'  J/30, 79,  Rollercoaster . 22,000 

26'  J/80,  '96,  New  Boat . 37,500 

24'  J/24,  '81,  #1977 . 9,000 


Net 


—  *  In  Alameda 


In  Newport  Beach 


NOT 


}S|H MiE  RSiSS* 


Jeff  Trask  •  Scott  Birnberg 


Chris  Corlett  •  Ed  Milano  •  Art  Ball 


410-B  29th  St. 
Newport  Beach 
CA  92993 
(714)675-8053 
FAX  (714)  675-0584 


1070  Marina  Village  Pkwy 
#108,  Alameda,  CA  94501 
(800)  559-5533 
(510)523-8500 
http://www.sailcal.com  FAX  (510)  522-0641 


A  division  of  Don  Trask  &  Assoc. 


February  Weekend  Currents 


date/day 

slack 

max 

slack 

max 

2/01  Sat 

0112 

0422/2.2F 

0726 

1 034/3. 6E 

1446 

1732/2.3F 

2049 

2300/2.0E 

2/02Sun 

0216 

0520/2. 3F 

0818 

1131/4.0E 

1541 

1 835/2.8F 

2152 

2/08Sat 

0153 

0422/3.7E 

0739 

1034/3.9F 

2/09Sun 

1332 

1638/5.6E 

2023 

2320/4.5F 

0236 

0510/3.9E 

0833 

1126/3.8F 

1426 

1 727/5.1  E 

2108 

2/15Sat 

0153 

0450/2.3F 

0741 

1 053/3.6E 

1503 

181 6/2. 9F 

2109 

2347/1 ,8E 

2/16Sun 

0258 

0557/2.3F 

0839 

1203/3.8E 

1600 

1914/3.1  F 

2209 

2/T7Mon 

01 07/1. 9E 

0356 

0656/2. 4F 

0933 

1301/3.9E 

1651 

2004/3.4F 

2259 

2/22Sat 

0129 

0355/2.9E 

0725 

1013/3.0F 

1310 

1607/4.21= 

1958 

2250/3.4F 

2/23Sun 

0201 

0430/3.1  E 

0800 

1 048/2.9F 

1348 

1 643/4.0E 

2028 

2319/3.2F 
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THE  J/BOAT  CRUISING  CONCEPT 


J/BOATS'  NEW  COMMITMENT 
TO  THE  CRUISING  SAILOR 

The  new  J/32  and  J/42  cruisers  combine  time-tested  interior  layouts  and  sensible  cruising  sail 
plans  with  the  low  center  of  gravity  now  possible  with  the  new,  patented  SCRIMP  molding  process 
and  bulb  keel.  The  results?  J/Boats'  new  cruising  boats  are  winning  customers  with  the  traditional 
cruiser's  desire  for  comfort  and  the  modern  sailor's  desire  for  unequaled  performance. 

This  is  what  you  get  when  the  people  who  design  and  build  your  boat  actually  sail  them  them¬ 
selves.  You  get  boats  that  handle  easily  and  are  fun  to  sail.  You  get  details  such  as  easily  accessible 
on-board  systems  because  they  know  they'll  want  access  to  them  too. 

The  difference  is  a  sailboat  designed  by  sailors,  not  interior  designers  and  'stylists'.  The  deck  hard¬ 
ware  is  laid  out  and  specified  for  ease  of  use  and  sailing  pleasure.  Of  course  the  boats  still  include 
comfortable  owner's  cabins,  large  galleys,  real  navigation  stations,  roomy  heads  with  showers,  wet 
hanging  bins,  large  cockpit  lockers  and  much,  much  more. 

The  new  J/Boats  provide  below-decks  living  space,  sailing  comfort  and  performance  more  typically 
found  in  traditional  cruising  yachts  of  considerably  greater  length  and  cost.  Stop  by  or  call  Sail  Califor¬ 
nia  today  and  plan  to  see  the  latest  in  innovative,  high  value  designs  from  J/Boats. 

Cruising  sailors  have  a  quality  option  at  last! 


Jeff  Trask  •  Scott  Birnberg 

410-B  29th  St. 
Newport  Beach,  CA  92663 
(714)675-8053 
FAX  (71 4)  675-0584 


A  division  of  Don  T rask  &  Assoc. 
Web  page:  http://www.sailcal.com 


Chris  Corlett  •  Ed  Milano  •  Art  Ball 

1070  Marina  Village  Pkwy,  Ste  108 
Alameda,  CA  94501 
(800)  559-5533  •  (510)  523-8500 
FAX  (510)  522-0641 
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METAL  FABRICATION  SHOP:  •  State  of  the  art  equipment 
•  Skilled  professionals  •  Let  us  quote  your  next  job 


FULL  SERVICE  BOATYARD: 

1  Yacht  quality  woodworking  shop  •  Excellent  fiberglass  repairs 

•  Complete  engine  &  electrical  service 

•  80-ton  elevator  •  35-ton  travelift 


1851  CLEMENT  AVE.,  ALAMEDA,  CA  94501 


VISIT  OUR  HOMEPAGE,  WEB  SITE  # 
http:/ /www.svendsens.com 


At  SVENDSEN'S  BOATWORKS 

we've  got  the  background  to  complement 
our  full  service  facility.  Not  only  are  we 
professionals  in  our  field...  we're  boaters 
too! 

Many  of  us  race  sailboats...  while  oth¬ 
ers  have  gone  on  extended  cruises  and 
ocean  passages.  Some  of  us  have  built 
boats. . .  and  some  of  us  live  aboard.  We've 
been  through  it  all  and  we  can  help  you 
through  it.  If  we  can't  answer  your  ques¬ 
tion,  we  know  someone  around  here  who 
can.  Our  combined  experiences  offer  a 
wealth  of  knowledge  and  expertise. 

Take  advantage  of 
all  we  have  to  offer! 


SVENDSEN'S  CHANDLERY: 

•  Over  33,000  items  in  stock  •  Marine  supplies  at  discount  prices 


COMPLETE  MAST  &  RIGGING  SHOP: 


OFFERING  DOCKSIDE  SERVICE 
•  Custom  aluminum,  wood,  stainless  fabrication 

•  Racing  spars  •  Kit  masts  &  booms 

•  Harken  furling  systems  •  Swaging 

•  High  perforamance  rig  tuning  •  Wire  to  rope  splicing 
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SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  22 

9  am  -  4  pm 

★  FREE  ADMISSION  ★ 


NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA'S 
#1  MARINE  SHOW  IS  HERE  AGAIN! 


A  rare  opportunity  to  see  thousands  of  marine  products,  displayed  by  more  than 
1 00  manufacturers  and  their  representatives,  ail  under  one  big  tent! 

More  products  and  knowledge  assembled  in  one  place  than  ever  before! 


OPEN  TO  SERVE  YOU 
M-F  8-5:30  SAT  8-5  SUN  9-4 


(510)  521-8454 
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LETTERS 


JIB  AND 
MAINSAIL 
ROLLER 
REEFING 


FUR 


SELDEN 

Leading  Manufacturer  of 
Quality  Mast  and  Rigging  Systems 


CALL  FOR  THE  DEALER 
NEAREST  YOU: 

(800)  571-0440 


A  Whole  New  Way  to  Sail 


THE  FURLEX  JIB  People  and  sails  don't  belong  on 
deck  anymore.  Furlex  keeps  you  in  the  cockpit  and  your 
sails  ready  to  go  because  it  reefs  and  furls  easier,  in  all 
conditions,  every  time.  One  reason  is  Furlex's  bearing 
design.  Patented  load  distributors  keep  swivel  bearings 
turning  freely,  while  inside  the  foil-shaped  extrusions,  a 
full-length  bearing  centers  the  headstay  to  eliminate 
friction.  Exclusive  to  Furlex,  you  get  all  parts  for  an 
entirely  new  headsail  system  (including  new  stainless 
headstay  and  split  drum  for  racers)  at  the  cost-competitive 
base  price.  No  wonder  Practical  Sailor  calls  Furlex  "a 
well-designed  and  well-engineered  furler." 

THE  FURLEX  MAIN  plus  jib  reefing/furling  system 
add  up  to  a  whole  new  way  to  sail:  You'll  singlehand  your 
boat  with  both  sails  up  through  more  weather  (safety  goes 
way  up  when  all  lines  plus  you  are  in  the  cockpit).  The 
Furlex  Main  is  the  only  add-on  mainsail  system  that  looks 
like  a  brand-new  custom  mast  for  less  than  half  the  price. 
All  furling  components-plus  your  mainsail-are  tucked 
neatly  inside  the  sleek  Furlex  extrusion.  Swedish  maker 
Selden  Mast  incorporates  the  patented  bearing  system 
from  the  jib  furler,  and  includes  all  the  quality  details  from 
their  proven  in-mast  system.  Contact  us-we'll  send  you 
consumer  reports  and  our  literature  on  all  Furlex  systems. 


IlftTHE  kids  love  cruising 

Hello  to  everyone  from  Nuevo  Vallarta! 

After  seeing  the  January  issue  showing  Mom  and  Dad  drunk  & 
grinning  on  the  beach  in  Cabo,  our  daughter  Brandi  now  likes  you 
again.  She  was  highly  embarrassed  by  the  'Radio  Goddess'  write-up 
in  the  December  issue,  but  feels  vindicated  now  that  we’ve  been 
'caught  in  the  act'.  Future  cruisers  beware  of  the  fate  called 
cervezacito  —  which  will  also  be  awaiting  you  when  you  arrive  in 
paradise. 

Actually,  it’s  a  blast  down  here.  We’ve  made  lots  of  friends  with 
other  cruisers  and  have  decided  to  stay  indefinitely.  The  kids  love  the 
cruising  life,  and  it  has  improved  attitudes  100%.  There’s  nothing  like 
four  people  being  together  on  a  41-ft  boat  to  teach  cooperation  and 
patience!  It’s  even  helped  us  grown-ups.  Thanks  for  kicking  our 
honeymoon  off  with  a  bang! 

Here’s  an  update  on  Anina,  which  you  reported  to  have  gone  on 
the  rocks  out  at  Isla  Isabella.  John,  Sabre,  Novia  and  Diva  Gallo’s 
boat  is  now  in  Opeqimar  Marina  in  Puerto  Vallarta  having  repairs 
done  on  the  rudder  and  keel.  They  give  their  thanks  to  the  shrimp 
fleet  of  San  Bias.  But  their  experience  is  just  another  reminder  to 
everyone  that  Isla  Isabella  is  a  tough  anchorage  in  rough  weather. 

'P.S.  The  kids  send  a  big  hold!  to  their  friend  the  Grand  Poohbear! 

Rich,  Dallas,  Brandi,  and  Craig  Lambert 

Eagle’s  Pride 
Somewhere  In  Mexico 

Rich,  et.  al.  —  We’re  glad  that  all  of  you  are  having  a  good  time, 
but  prefer  to  think  that  your  kids  saw  you  'happy'  rather  than  'drunk'. 

And  since  you  raised  the  matter  of  cervezacito,  we  think  all  cruisers 
everywhere  need  to  stop  from  time  to  time  and  ponder  the  dangers 
that  can  accompany  it.  As  Confucius  used  to  say,  "Those  who  get 
happy  too  often  tend  to  end  up  miserable." 

UftSAIL  SKILLFULLY  AND  CARRY  A  BIG  STICK 

For  the  record,  neither  the  Cortez  Cup  victory  nor  Tom  Hirsh’s 
nickname  are  the  result  of  a  'tall  mast'  —  as  was  reported  in  your 
magazine.  In  fact,  Hirsh’s  superior  sailing  ability  is  the  reason  the 
Cortez  Cup  now  resides,  with  pride,  in  San  Diego.  As  for  the 
nickname  'Big  Stick',  that  explanation  is  better  left  for  those  who  know 
Tom  more  intimately  than  I. 

Joe  Page 
La  Jolla 

Joe — Hirsh ’s  starts  were  always  right  on  the  money  and  he  almost 
always  chose  the  best  course  to  the  finish.  As  we  noted  in  our  story, 
he  probably  would  have  brought  home  the  trophy  regardless  of  which 
boat  he  sailed.  But  what  kind  of  journalists  would  we  be  if  we  hadn’t 
figured  out  some  way  to  work  his  new  nickname  into  the  story? 

11  ft  HA-HA  ACROSS  THE  PACIFIC 

I  noted  in  the  December  issue  that  the  Wanderer  is  thinking  about 
hosting  an  intermittent  Ha-Ha  across  the  Pacific  that  would  start  in 
late  ’98  and  would  arrive  in  New  Zealand  in  late  ’99  for  the  America’s 
Cup,  and  in  Sydney  in  2000  for  the  Olympics.  I’m  interested! 

It’s  been  my  goal  for  some  time  to  make  this  trip,  particularly  to 
see  the  Olympics.  I  have  sailed  along  the  Australian  coast  in  '94,  and 
had  a  wonderful  time.  Please  put  me  on  your  list  and  let  me  know 
how  the  plans  develop. 

Marvin  W.  Stark 
Noor,  Corsair  F-31 
Folsom 

Marvin  —  The  Wanderer  is  more  than  thinking  about  it,  he’s  semi- 
committed.  Again,  the  concept  would  be  for  folks  to  Ha-Ha  together 
during  the  four  or  five  longer  passages  only,  and  then  fan  out  on  their 
own  between  legs.  The  entry  fee?  Cheap.  Stay  tuned  for  additional 
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The  Pacific  Coast’s  Largest  Catamaran  Dealer 


Jeanneau's  agoon  35(35'  x  1 6'  x  3').  Roomiest  35'  cat  available.  Headroom  6'3"- 
6 10".  2  staterooms  w/huge  7'  x  5T  berths.  Galley  up  in  salon  for  best  visibility  & 
ventilation.  T win  Yanrnar  dsls.  $1 71 ,700’.  Demo  models  on  SF  Bay  &  Lake  Tahoe. 
(Other  Lagoons:  from  37'  to  67'.) 


Curious  (or  Confused!)  About  Multihulls? 

hen  come  see  ALL  the  cats  on  this  page  (and 
many  other  multihulls)  at  the  Pacific  Cocst  Multihull 
Show,  in  Alameda  (east  SF  Bay),  April  4  thru  6. 

Attend  free  semincrs  by  industry  professionals. 
Ask  questions.  'Kick  tires!’  Limited  number  of  free 
show  passes  available  -  Call  now!  (First  come,  first 
served.) 


!  A. A  A  - 


Gemini  1  i  (34'  x  14'  x  1 8’).  Best  value  &  most  popular  of  all  22  cats  we  offer!  3  cabins/ 
1  head.  Only  cat  w /  centerbrds;  draft  18"  up,  5'  w/  brds  down.  Only  cat  ready  to  cruise 
without  options.  Stnd:  40hp  o/b  (optl.  27hp  dsl),  stove,  fridge,  hot  water,  rigid  bimini  & 
dodger,  main  &  furling  gen.,  s/t  winches,  compass,  anchor  &  more.  $105,000*.  (Save 
$7,000  if  last  'Special  Intro  Price'  model  still  available!) 


Venezia  42(42' x  23' x3'6")  Why  is  Fountaine  Pajot  known  as  the  cat  industry's  '800 
ib.  gorilla'?  Because  they  build  more  than  80  luxury  cruising  cats  (35'  to  56)  each 
year.  And  their  Venezia  is  their  'King  Kong'.  A  perfect  size  for  serious  bluewater 
cruising  and  roomy  liveaboard  comfort,  yet  exceptionally  EASY  for  one  couple  to 
handle.  (Same  weight  as  a  37' monohull- BUT  same  living  area  as  a  54'  monohull. ) 
And  unsinkable!  Available  with  one  entire  hull  as  your  customized  private  suite 
(above:  3  cabins/2  heads/large  office-study).  Sail  at  10-15knots  with  NO  HEEL.  Twin 
diesels  deliver  10  knots  AND  excellent  close-quarters  maneuverability.  $300,0002 


The  (33'  x  19'5‘  x  2T 1 ")  is  the  big  sister  of  the  850.  She's  the  only 

under-35  foot  cruising  cat  we  know  of  built  specifically  for  all-weather,  bluewater 
voyaging.  Equipped  with  twin,  retractable  engines.  Your  choice:  enclosed  fiberglass 
bridgedeck  cabin  (photo  above)  or  open  'convertible'  design.  And  the  optional 
bowsprit  lets  you  pile  on  the  canvas  and  sail  like  a  banshee.  $169,9002 


r  a  FREE  brochure  about  any  cat  pictured  on  this  page. 


WindRider  1  is  the  'sailor's  pocket-rockef.  Speeds  of  12-14  knots  with  virtually  no 
heel.  Foot  pedals  provide  hands-free  steering.  Unsinkable  and  unbreakable  (roto- 
molded  polyethylene).  Best  part?  Her  10  pieces  make  for  easy  car-topping,  and 
assembly  takes  just  20  minutes.  $3,350*. 


Featuring  the  world's  most  popular  cruising  catamarans: 
Aquilon  •  Fountaine  Pajot  •  Gemini  •  Lagoon-*  Seawind 


Tobag-r  S  from  Fountaine  Pajot:  (35'  x  1 9'  x  3').  Our  choice  for  'Best  35'  Bluewater 
Cruising  Cat.'  Extra  wide  beam  =  maximum  stability.  Our  new  '97  model  has 
dramatically  upgraded  interior  (Padouka  hardwood  and  easy-to-clean  laminates). 
Modern  galley-up  layout.  3  cabins  &  1  head  or  2  &  2.  Incl's:  2  Yanrnar  dsls,  wind/spd/ 
depth  inst.,  furling  gen,  more.  $170,000*.  (Sister  models:  38, 42, 46  &  56  feet). 


Aqui  performance  cruiser  (1,900  lbs.,  26'  x  15'  x  2').  Folds  to  8'  for  easy 
trailering.  Fast  (sail:  1 0-20  kts;  power:  1 0  kts)  and  NO  HEELING!  3  times  roomier  than 
folding  trimarans  (5'  11"  hdrm,  2  dbl.  berths,  galley,  head  w/shwr).  Incl's:  3  sails, 
anchor,  compass,  1 0hp  Yamaha  o/b  &  dbl-axle  trlr  w/brakes.  $83,980  in  SF.  (First  one 
based  at  our  dock  saves  thousands  more!) 


Rod  Gibbons' 

Cruising  Cats  USA 

Grand  Marina,  2099  Grand  Street, 

Alameda,  CA  94501 

(510)  814-0251  •  fax  (510)  814-8765 


•plus  s/h,  tax  &  options,  etc. 
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Boat 

Loans 


i 


Essex  Credit  finances  new 
and  used  boats  from  the 
smallest  day-sailor  to  the 
largest  motoryacht.  We 
offer  the  best  deal  going. . . 
unbeatable  loans  at  unbeatable 
interest  rats.  Extended  terms... 
fast,  convenient,  discreet  service. 
That's  why  we're  America's 
leader  in  pleasure  craft 
financing.  Don't  wait. 

For  the  best  boat  loans  available 
call 


JOAN  BURLEIGH 
800-442-6281 

2415  Mariner  Square  Drive 
Alameda,  CA  94501 

At  Essex  Credit  we  make  getting  that 
boat  loan  easy  ...just  add  water! 


C  0  R  P  0  R 


0 


M 


Loans  will  be  made  or  arranged  pursuant  to  a  California  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Corporations  Personal  Property  Broker  license  or  Con¬ 
sumer  Finance  Lender  license.  Minimum  loans  $10,000. 
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information  in  the  coming  months. 

With  the  stock  market  performing  so  well  lately,  the  Baby  Boomers 
moving  into  prime  cruising  years,  and  the  attractions  of  the  America’s 
Cup  and  the  Sydney  Olympics,  we  expect  the  migration  across  the 
Pacific  in  1999  to  be  significantly  higher  than  it’s  ever  been  before. 

Utl ALL  THAT  TROUBLE  JUST  FOR  A  DAYSAIL 

Occasionally  we  hear  cruisers  complaining  about  the  constant 
hassle  of  having  to  check  in  and  out  of  various  ports  in  Mexico. 
Compared  to  some  countries,  it  appears  that  the  process  in  Mexico  is 
quite  easy. 

Last  May  we  put  our  Vancouver  42  Keoke  in  Marina  Ixtapa  for  the 
hot  months,  and  then  hightailed  it  to  the  small  town  of  Quarteira  to 
spend  the  summer  on  the  Algarvian  coast  of  Portugal.  Next  door  was 
Vilamoura,  which  is  south  Portugal’s  answer  to  Marina  del  Rey.  Like 
Marina  del  Rey,  it’s  ringed  with  many  condos,  five-star  hotels, 
restaurants  and  such. 

Because  of  the  drug  trafficking  in  the  Med,  a  boat  wanting  to  check 
out  from  this  marina  must  first  traverse  the  following  trail  with  all  the 
boat  papers:  1)  Harbormaster;  2)  GNR  (local  police);  3)  Customs;  and 
4)  Maritime  Police.  All  this  just  to  go  out  for  a  daysail!  And  when  you 
come  back,  you  must  repeat  the  whole  procedure.  If  the  offices  are 
closed  —  they  are  not  next  door  to  each  other  —  you  have  to  go  to 
a  special  dock  and  wait  until  the  next  day. 

We  heard  a  lot  of  grumbling  about  this  batch  of  red  tape. 

P.S.  There  were  only  half  as  many  boats  in  Z-town  for  the  holidays 
as  there  were  last  year. 

Alan  and  Beverly  Nixon 
Keoke 
Mexico 

Alan  &  Beverly  —  you’re  right,  when  it  comes  to  checking  in  and 
out,  Mexico  is  far  from  the  worst  place  in  the  world.  By  the  way,  can 
you  provide  us  with  the  specifics  of  storing  your  boat  at  Ixtapa  for  the 
summer?  How  much  did  it  cost  and  were  you  happy  with  how  it 
went? 

It’s  interesting  that  Z-town  had  only  half  as  many  boats  for  the 
holidays.  We’re  willing  to  bet  that  the  follow-up  Ha-Ha’s  to  La  Paz 
and  Mazatlan  had  a  lot  to  do  with  many  boats  not  getting  south  as 
quickly  as  in  past  years.  Keeping  the  fleet  spread  out  all  over  Mexico 
is  a  great  idea,  don’t  you  agree? 


*.  v 
•  '■ 


U1TIT  will  change  your  life  forever 

You  don’t  know  me  and  I’ve  never  met  you,  but  in  Sausalito  your 
reputation  —  not  all  bad  —  precedes  you. 

I’m  writing  because  my  ex-husband  —  and  now  friend  —  told  me 
he  read  something  in  Latitude  that  hinted  you  might  want  to  get 
sober.  It's  not  an  easy  thing  to  do,  but  it  will  change  your  life  so  much 
for  the  better  that  there  won’t  be  much  room  for  regrets.  My  seventh 
anniversary  of  being  sober  was  January  18;  prior  to  that  I  couldn’t 
stay  sober  for  seven  days. 

Anyway,  I  support  your  efforts,  and  if  you  ever  want  to  have  coffee 
or  eventually  go  to  a  meeting,  give  me  a  call.  My  boat  is  in  Sausalito, 
so  I’m  in  Marin  a  lot.  No  strings,  no  pressure,  no  bullshit. 

Susan 

Sausalito 

Susan  —  We’re  touched  by  your  concern  and  your  willingness  to 
help  a  stranger.  However,  your  ex-husband  apparently  misinterpreted 
something  we  said.  While  we  do  enjoy  a  drink  —  or  two — from  time 
to  time,  we  don’t  have  an  problems  with  alcohol.  To  demonstrate  we 
can  abstain,  we’ve  yet  to  touch:  1)  The  " Break  Glass  In  Emergency" 
bottle  of  Smirnoff  that’s  been  strapped  to  our  computer  monitor  for 
two  years;  2)  The  case  and  a  half  of  wine  tucked  under  our  desk  for 
nine  months;  and  3)  The  big  bottle  ofKorbel  champagne  that's  been 
cluttering  our  desktop  since  Christmas.  We’re  just  not  interested 


Page  36  •  UtiitJcZS  •  February,  1997 


Behind  every  Quantum  cruising 
sail  is  the  collective  experience  of 
the  most  talented  group  of  bail 
designers  in  the  world.  Designers 
that  address  each  sail  using  the 
same  rigorous,  uncompromisinjg 
approach  and  the  tools  that  havb 
produced  the  winning  sails  in  tl^le 
America's  Cup  and  Whitbread  Rac/e. 


Quantum's  philosophy  for  cruising  sails  is  identical  to  that  of  racing  sails: 
Combine  the  best  materials  with  our  state-of-the-art  design  program  and  the  time 
tested  legacy  of  handmade  craftsmanship  to  produce  a  sail  that  provides 
convenience,  safety  and  durability,  while  out-performing  all  others. 

That's  why  Quantum  has  achieved  worldwide  recognition  as  a  premier 
cruising  sailmaker. 


SAIL  DESIGN  GROUP 


Where  sailmaking  is  a  performing  art 


S  1  0  -  2  3  4  -  4  3  3  4  *:  FAX  5!0  -  234-4863 
QUANTUM  PACIFIC 

1730  Brickyard  Cove  Rd.,  Suite  200,  Pt.  Richmond,  CA,  USA  94801 
www.quantumsails.com 


Hood 
Sailmakers  - 
From  Fiber 
to  Finish 


Hood  takes  the  complete  approach  to  sailmaking, 
beginning  with  cloth  and  ending  with  you.  In  between 
is  a  sophisticated  system  of  computer-aided  design 
programs  linked  to  laser  cutting  and  refined 
manufacturing.  We  guard  against  breakdown  at  sea 
or  on  the  race  course  by  making  and  using  our  own 
hardware  for  extra  strength  and  dependability.  The 
final  details  of  each  sail  is  hand-finished  by  highly 
skilled  crafts  people  who  care  as  much  about  your 
sail  as  you  do.  No  shortcuts  are  ever  taken  in  the 
creation  of  your  sails. 

The  quality  of  Hood  sails  is  controlled  from  the  first 
to  the  final  hand  stitch.  Our  cloth  is  designed  and 
manufactured  exclusively  for  the  specific  purpose  - 
your  sails.  Hood  is  the  only  sailmaker  who  can  offer 
you  this  guarantee  of  quality  and  the  experience  of 
forty  years  in  sailmaking.  For  these  reasons,  Hood 
sailmakers  remains  the  most  trusted  name  in 
sailmaking. 

RACING  SAILS  •  CRUISING  SAILS  \  REPAIR  SERVICE  •  CONSULTATION 


G  [III]  O) 

SAILMAKERS 

Call  Robin  Sodaro 

(415)  332-4104 

Fax  (415)  332-0943 

(8,001  883-7245 

466  Coloma  St.,  Sausalito,  CA  94965 


DUTCHMAN® 

Forespar 
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enough  in  drinking  the  stuff  to  even  notice  that  it’s  there.  God  knows 
we  have  our  share  of  personal  problems,  but  alcohol  is  the  least  of 
them. 

This  is  not  to  suggest  that  alcohol  is  not  a  problem  among  sailors 
—  especially  cruisers  —  because  it  is.  All  too  many  people  mess  up 
cruises  that  they’ve  worked  so  hard  to  make,  with  an  overindulgence 
in  booze.  But  you  and  others  are  proof  it  can  be  overcome.  We  have 
at  least  three  goocLfriends  who’ve  virtually  regained  their  lives  by 
giving  up  beer  for  breakfast  and  booze  the  rest  of  the  day. 

Mobviously  something  is  wrong  in  my  approach 

When  I  was  handlogging  off  a  float  camp  in  British  Columbia’s 
Queen  Charlotte  Islands,  we’d  wake  up  in. the  morning  to  find  all 
kinds  of  cruising  boats  tied  alongside  for  the  night.  Sometimes  the 
boats  occupied  twice  as  much  of  the  bay  as  our  float  camp!  We  would 
exchange  salmon,  red  snapper,  halibut,  and  venison  for  all  kinds  of 
stuff.  It  was  while  listening  to  the  adventurers  of  these  mariners  that 
I  became  sold  on  the  concept  of  long  term  cruising.  I  promised  myself 
that  one  day  it  would  be  my  turn. 

But  how  does  one  get  started?  I’m  now  a  mortgage  broker  in  San 
Francisco,  and  am  hoping  that  the  1999  Baja  Ha-Ha  will  be  my 
launching  pad  for  a  10+  year  circumnavigation.  Naturally  I  have 
been  reading  all  that  I  can  —  including  Latitude  —  that  relates  to 
sailboats  and  sailing.  I  am  also  taking  hands-on  classes  from  San 
Francisco  Community  College  in  areas  which  I  would  consider  to  be 
'survival  skills'.  But  I’m  still  having  a  couple  of  problems. 

My  biggest  challenge  to  date  has  been  getting  the  chance  to  learn 
how  to  sail.  To  date  my  experience  consists  of  lake  sailing  aboard 
Sailfish  and  Sunfish  as  a  teenager.  While  attending  most  of  the 
lectures  at  the  boat  show  in  Oakland  last  year,  I  was  told  that  one  of 
the  best  ways  to  learn  to  sail  was  to  go  racing.  So  I  went  to  several 
marinas,  but  not  having  a  key  to  open  the  gates  to  get  to  the  boats  to 
talk  to  the  skippers  made  it  impossible.  And  harbormasters  have  been 
reluctant  to  let  me  through.  The  few  skippers  I  cornered  in  parking 
lots  already  had  crew  and  couldn’t  give  me  any  hints  as  to  where  I 
could  get  started.  Obviously,  something  is  wrong  in  my  approach. 

I  would  like  to  race  and  daysail  with  as  many  different  people  as 
possible  in  order  to  learn  the  ropes  and  to  become  familiar  with 
various  different  boats.  After  all,  it  won’t  be  long  before  I’ll  be  buying 
one  of  my  own. 

A  second  problem  has  been  finding  courses  that  are  geared  toward 
maritime  activities.  For  example,  the  diesel  engine  course  at  San 
Francisco  Community  College  is  geared  toward  trucks.  I’d  also  like  to 
know  about  outboard  repairs,  sail  repairs,  rigging,  marine  electronics, 
and  so  forth.  I  would  gladly  donate  my  time  to  work  in  someone’s 
shop/yard  as  a  helper  or  help  someone  repair  their  own  boat. 
Anything  to  gain  knowledge  and  skills. 

Michael  Dery 
San  Francisco 


Michael  —  We  understand  that  in  the  beginning,  the  world  of 
sailing  can  appear  to  be  'closed'.  Locked  marinas,  yacht  clubs  with 
signs  that  say  "Members  And  Guests  Only",  and  what  might  seem  to 
be  cliques  of  people.  However,  the  reality  is  that  once  you  get  a  foot 
in  the  door,  sailing  is  a  gigantic  worldwide  network  of  friends  and 
friends  of  friends  —  most  of  whom  are  looking  for  crew. 

We  created  our  Crew  Lists  and  Crew  List  parties  to  help  folks  such 
as  yourself  get  that  foot  in  the  door.  Check  this  month’s  issue  for  the 
forms.  If  you  can’t  wait  for  this  spring’s  Crew  List  to  be  published  or 
for  the  parties  on  April  8  and  10,  stop  by  the  office  for  a  copy  of  last 
year’s  list  and  start  hitting  the  phones.  If  you’re  the  least  bit  persistent, 
you’ll  get  rides.  And  those  rides  will  inevitably  lead  to  offers  of  other 
rides.  Naturally,  don’t  expect  to  start  off  on  the  best  boats  or  with  the 
most  experienced  skippers,  but  you’ll  be  on  your  way. 

If  you  read  this  in  time,  here’s  another  hot  tip:  Show  up  at  the 
Corinthian  YC  in  Tiburon  early  on  February  15  or  16  for  their 
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New  Carbo-Canf  More  Features 


Lighter  Weight! 

Designed  for  high-tech  boats  where  weight  and  performance  are  critical. 
Carbon-matrix  pawls,  black  UV  protected  ball  bearings  and  light  weight 
qualify  the  365  for  our  Black  Magic™  series  of  hardware. 

Like  our  other  patented  Cam-Maticsf  the  365’s  easy-entry  line  system 
allows  lines  to  engage  without  drawing  them  through  the  cams  --  precise 
adjustment,  minimal  backlash.  The  stainless  wear  strip  prevents  line  burn 
on  the  cam  base  when  entry/exit  leads  are  not  fair  in  the  vertical  plane. 

Lighter  weight,  more  features  and  lower  cost  than  the  competition. 

Just  a  little  more  magic  from  Harken! 


365  Carbo-Cam 
298  Wire  Fairtead 


425  Flairlead 


365  Carbo-Cam 
328  Fairlead 


1251  E.  Wisconsin  Ave.,  Pewaukee  Wl  53072  USA 
Tel:  414-691-3320  •  Fax:  414-691-3008 
Web:  http://www.paw.comsail/harken/ 

E-mail:  harken@execpc.com 
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ACCESSORIES  i 


MARINE  DEEP-CYCLE  BATTERIES 
24TM  •  85amp  •  NOW  $69.95 
27TM  •  105amp  •  NOW  $79.95 

Other  amp  sizes  availble. 


*  Short  shah 
w/rope  start 
from  2hp  to 
300hp 

•  Long  shah 
for  sailboats 


2  settings:  1 500  &  1 200  watts 
Fan  for  summer  •  Safety  switch 

NOW  $ 39.95 


Hiqh  qloss  wax 
for  fiberglass/ 
gelcoat,  topside 
paints,  painted 
aluminum  and 
marine  metal 
parts.  Easy  on 
and  exception¬ 
ally  easy  off. 

List  $12.65  •  NOW  $8.95 


Model  135  •  Two 

piece  fresh  water 
toilet  •  2.6  gal  hold¬ 
ing  lankdeiaches  lor 
easy  emptying 
Ust  89.95 
NOW  $69.95 


Model  775MSD  •  Marine  head  with  pump¬ 
out  &  5.5  gallon  holding  tank  •  Adapts  to 
through-hull  &  hooks  up  for  dockside  dis¬ 
charge  •  Ust  1 88.65  •  NOW  $  149.95 


Heavy  duty  PVC  •  For  all  you 
boat-plumbing  needs  •  Smooth  in  & 
out  provides  your  easy  clamping. 


NOW  $  1.99/ft 


Easy  view  fuel  gauge.  Meets  USCG 
&  ABYC  requirements.  Positive  grip 
hose  barb  for  leak  proof  connection. 
Attached  dipstick  gauge. 

List  $19.95  •  NOW  $16.95 


Latitude  Jacket  •  Navy/iade 

NOW  $119.95 

Bib  Pa 

NOW 


Fit 

'ants  •  Red 

NOW  $139.95 

Southern  Cros 

Red  •  NOW  $159.95 
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midwinters.  It’s  being  spearheaded  this  year  by  Latitude’s  Racing 
Editor  Rob  Moore,  who  is  making  sure  there’s  a  'Crew  Wanted’  and 
'Crew  Needed'  tables  out  front.  "J  can’t  remember  a  time  when  there 
wasn’t  a  ride  for  everyone  who  wanted  one,”  says  Moore. 

After  Saturdays  racing,  Saturday  night’s  big  —  and  super  casual 
—  social  events,  and  Sunday’s  racing,  you  should  have  made  all  the 
contacts  to  network  yourself  into  a  sail  on  every  weekend  day  for  the 
rest  of  the  year.  We’re  not  exaggerating.  This  is  assuming,  of  course, 
that  you  have  the  minimum  social  graces,  don’t  object  to  following 
orders,  and  take  the  initiative  in  helping  out.  In  the  minds  of  almost 
all  skippers,  the  just-mentioned  three  qualities  are  far  more  important 
than  whether  you  know  how  to  sail  or  not. 

There  are  lots  of  other  midwinter  races,  of  course.  See  the  Racing 
Calendar  for  the  schedule,  then  call  the  yacht  clubs  to  see  if  they  help 
new  sailors  get  on  boats.  You’ll  soon  discover  that  the  "Members  and 
Guests  Only"  signs  on  yacht  clubs  are  the  doing  of  the  Alcoholic 
Beverage  Commission,  and  that  the  yacht  Clubs  would  really  prefer 
that  you  were  inside  as  opposed  to  outside  their  gates. 

Another  sensational  opportunity  to  'get  into  the  loop'  are  the 
evening  Beer  Can  races  which  get  started  in  April.  These  are  short, 
very  casual,  and  everybody  who  brings  a  six-pack  gets  a  ride.  By  the 
time  the  night  is  over,  you  might  well  have  invitations  to  go  daysailing 
on  the  following  Saturday  and  Sunday. 

As  for  learning  about  diesels,  outboards,  seamanship,  rigging,  and 
such,  keep  checking  these  pages  for  free  or  low  cost  seminars.  There 
are  plenty  of  them.  And  once  you  get  your  own  boat,  you’ll  discover 
that  every  dock  has  a  couple  of  guys  who  like  nothing  more  than  to 
tinker  with  boats  and  boat  problems. 

Mdo  more  sailing 

You  suggest  a  fine  of  double  the  cost  of  a  406  EPIRB  for  not 
having  one  when  sailing  offshore?  That’s  just  what  we  need,  one 
more  thing  Big  Brother  can  stop  us  for.  And  why  25  miles  offshore? 
Can  you  swim  24  miles? 

Most  boats  get  into  trouble  less  than  25  miles  offshore,  not  far  out 
at  sea.  Ask  the  Coast  Guard  for  their  records  on  this. 

You  guys  need  to  get  out  of  the  office  and  do  more  sailing. 

Ed  Hart 
Hooligan 
Cebu,  Philippines 

Ed  —  If  you  don’t  think  your  life  —  as  well  as  the  lives  of  your 
family  and  friends  —  is  worth  the  $1,200  for  a  406  EPIRB,  then  we 
don’t  think  society  should  feel  it’s  worth  spending  $100, 000  searching 
all  over  the  ocean  trying  to  find  your  sorry  ass(es). 

Why  25  miles?  Because  if  a  mariner  were  closer  to  shore,  heorshe 
could  usually  radio  for  help  with  an  inexpensive  VHF.  And  yes,  we 
think  the  Coast  Guard  is  negligent  for  not  making  VHFs  mandatory  on 
all  ocean-going  boats.  After  all,  how  long  should  society  have  to 
expend  a  pound  of  cure  for  individuals  —  especially  affluent  ones  — 
who  aren’t  willing  to  invest  in  ounce  of  prevention? 

If  you  check  Coast  Guard  records,  you’ll  discover  that  the 
overwhelming  number  of  boating  accidents  and  fatalities  happen  on 
lakes.  A  relatively  small  percentage  happen  in  the  Bay  and  along  the 
coast.  Only  a  very  small  percentage  happen  far  out  at  sea.  The 
problem  is,  when  they  happen  far  out  to  sea  and  the  Coasties  don’t 
know  if  or  where  they’ve  happened,  it’s  a  much  more  serious  and 
expensive  problem  than  looking  for  someone  who’s  capsized  on  a  sail 
from  one  side  of  Lake  Merritt  to  the  other.  Just  ask  David  Summers 
and  Richard  Enslow,  two  Mililani,  Hawaii,  fishermen  who  spent  from 
December  9  to  January  8  bobbing  around  Hawaii  in  a  liferaft.  If 
they’d  had  a  functioning  406,  they  could  have  been  picked  up 
immediately,  saving  themselves  and  their  families  a  month  of  grief. 

We  at  Latitude  have  always  believed  that  the  good  stories  and 
knowledge  are  to  be  found  'out  there'  rather  than  in  the  office.  In  ’95, 
the  Wanderer  sailed  in  Mexico,  Costa  Rica,  Panama,  the  Eastern 
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The  New 

Mariner  B 

at  Grand  Marina 


There’s  a  reason  for  a 


sales  increase  in  the 


last  two  years  at  MARINER  BOAT  YARD. 


©  Leading  Boat  Dealers  Like... 

Farallone  Yachts  •  Cruising  Specialists  •  Yachts  Pacific 
Harrison  Marine  •  Ballena  Bay  Yacht  Brokers  •  Richard  Boland  Yachts 
Bay  Wind  Yachts  •  Bay  Island  Yachts  •  Pacific  Yacht  Imports 
Helms  Yacht  Sales  •  and  more... 

Bring  their  clients  to  MARINER  BOAT  YARD 

©  MARINER  BOAT  YARD  has  a  loyal  customer  base. 

©  MARINER  BOAT  YARD  is  where  service  has  meaning. 

©  MARINER  BOAT  YARD’S  exclusive  ’Super  Coat’  bottom  job. 


MARINER  BOAT  YARD 

#(510)521-6100 

(800)  65-MARINE 

Located  @  the  foot  of  Grand  Street ,  Alameda,  California 


FEATURING 

ANTI-FOULING  PAINT  BY 

PETTIT 


Pete  Van  Inwegen, 

Manager 

*1  wanna  give  it  away... 
but  my  wife  won’t  let  me 
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Azzura  31 0 


New  kid  on  the  block  and  one  to  watch.  If  you 
like  looking  back  at  people,  get  one  of  these.* 

Spring,  when  people's  fancy  turns  to  sailing, 
among  other  things.  Sailing's  the  part  we  can 
help  with.  Big  sails,  small  sails,  racing  sails, 
cruising  sails,  covers  and  cushions.  Come  in  or 
give  us  a  call  to  be  ready  for  the  new  season. 

*  Partial  Inventory  - 

We  made  the  beautiful  red  &  white  asymmetrical  spinnaker  and  one  of  the  mains. 

HOGIN 

SAILS 

High  Tech  Sails  •  Cruising  Sails 
New  Covers  •  Repairs 
Recuts  •  Used  Sails 


In  the  Alameda  Marina  at 
1801-D  Clement  Ave.  •  Alameda,  CA  94501 

(510)  523-4388 

Mon  to  Fri  8:30  am  to  5  pm  •  Sat  10  am  to  2  pm 


Caribbean,  Spain,  France,  Greece,  Turkey,  the  Canaries  and  across 
the  Atlantic  to  St.  Lucia.  In  ’96,  he  sailed  a  bunch  in  the  Caribbean, 
then  spent  a  couple  of  weeks  cruising  Cuba  before  continuing  on  to 
Key  West  and  later  Block  Island,  Martha’s  Vineyard,  and  Newport. 
Since  November  1,  he’s  spent  more  than  33%  of  his  time  either 
sailing  from  San  Diego  to  Mexico  or  in  the  Caribbean.  If  he  spent  any 
more  time  sailing  some  people  might  get  the  impression  he’s  out 
there  to  have  fun  instead  of  to  work.  But  his  ideas  that  EPIRBs  and 
VHFs  should  be  mandatory  are  a  direct  result  of  these  ocean  sailing 
experiences. 

Ma  full  keel  cal 

I  recently  purchased  an  original  Call  30,  one  of  the  1965  models 
with  a  full  keel.  After  buying  her  in  Northern  California,  I  shipped  her 
here  to  my  backyard  in  Spokane.  I’m  currently  in  the  process  of 
upgrading  her  systems  and  modifying  her  for  open  ocean  sailing. 

As  this  is  my  third  boat,  I  am  well  aware  of  the  tasks  that  await  me. 
1  would,  however,  like  to  contact  other  owners  of  the  original  Cal  30 
or  an  owners  association  if  one  exists. 

John  C.  Ortega 

'  E.  4223  26th  Ave.,  Spokane,  WA  99223 

MTHE  DREAM  KINDLED  IN  HAWAII 

After  ’Nam,  1  was  lucky  enough  to  be  assigned  to  FMFPac,  which 
is  the  Marine  Corps  headquarters  in  Hawaii.  Over  cocktails  at  the  club 
on  a  Friday  evening  in  May  of  70,  a  casual  friend  —  we’ll  call  him 
'Major  Bill'  —  enthusiastically  described  the  marvelous  sailing  yacht 
he’d  found  for  sale  at  the  Ala  Wai  Yacht  Harbor.  He  was  looking  for 
a  partner.  I  wasn’t  even  sure  what  a  sailboat  was,  but  agreed  to  look 
at  the  thing. 

Swallow  was  built  in  Nova  Scotia  in  the  1930s.  She  was  48  feet 
overall  with  only  39  feet  on  the  waterline.  Her  beam  was  10.2  feet 
and  her  draft  7.5  feet.  She  looked  a  little  neglected,  but  to  my 
unpracticed  eye  she  was  gorgeous.  Obviously  she  was  well  built 
because  she  had  all  kinds  of  extra  ribs. 

My  new  partner  was  knowledgeable  enough  to  hire  a  marine 
surveyor.  His  report  was  very  thorough,  summarized  by  the  statement 
that  she  was  "a  seaworthy  vessel  for  navigating  Hawaiian  waters".  He 
failed  to  mention  the  cracked  ribs,  the  dry  rot  throughout,  and  a  sail 
inventory  that  consisted  of  nothing  but  one  well  used  working  jib. 

After  lots  of  elbow  grease  and  a  little  paint,  Swallow  started 
looking  pretty  good.  In  due  course  we  found  a  used  mainsail  and  took 
off  on  our  maiden  voyage  —  a  day  sail  off  Waikiki.  A  typical  day  in 
Hawaii,  it  was  sunny  and  warm  with  the  trades  blowing  at  a 
comfortable  15  knots.  I  had  a  little  trouble  getting  the  hang  of  tiller 
steering  and  some  water  collected  in  the  bilge,  but  it  was  a  successful 
trip.  I  was  hooked  and  began  having  visions  of  bluewater  sailing  in 
warm  tradewinds  to  exotic  islands  where  beautiful  women  danced  in 
grass  skirts. 

Now  that  our  yacht  was  'sea  tested',  it  seemed  reasonable  to  plan 
a  voyage  over  the  Fourth  of  July.  Maui  seemed  like  a  reasonable 
destination.  Major  Bill  and  I  made  it  as  far  as  Koko  Head  before  we 
noticed  lots  of  water  sloshing  around  on  the  cabin  sole.  We  managed 
to  come  about  and  set  a  course  for  Ala  Wai.  I  wasn’t  particularly 
concerned,  as  we  had  a  heavy  duty  pump  onboard.  What  a  helluva 
time  to  discover  that  the  pump  ran  on  AC  power  only,  and  was  thus 
totally  useless  away  from  the  dock!  So  we  started  bailing  one  bucket 
at  a  time.  I’d  hand  up  a  bucket  and  Major  Bill  would  throw  it  over  the 
side  and  then  hand  it  back.  We’d  change  places  every  10  minutes  or 
so.  We  kept  bailing  and  the  tourist  boats  kept  going  by  and  toasting 
us  with  their  Mai  Tais.  We  returned  their  toasts  with  our  warm  beers 
and  muttered  obscenities. 

Thankful  for  the  trade  winds  that.tyew  us  back  to  Ala  Wai,  we 
finally  tied  up  and  engaged  the  trusty  pump.  Once  we  dried  the  boat 
out,  we  discovered  a  sprung  plank  at  the  waterline  on  the  port  beam. 
Although  1  didn’t  realize  it  at  the  time,  reversing  course  and  sailing  on 
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iRAND  BANKS  32  (1987):  Loaded  with  gear  but  barely  used,  with 
inly  490  hours  on  Lehman  135hp  diesel.  Radar,  AC,  gen.  (29  hrs), 
tobertson  AP,  and  atasteful  interior  decor.  Newport  Beach.  $1 05,000. 


LAFITTE  44  MARINARA  (1981):  Spacious  cruiser  w/radar,  SatNav, 
SSB,  frig  &  Treadmaster  side  decks  w/fresh-looking  teak  cockpit  & 
bridge  deck,  kept  on  a  lake,  shows  little  use.  LONG  BEACH,  $1 49,000. 


STEINEMANN  €*  CO.  INSURANCE  SERVICES 

800-468-4496  •  FAX  714-645-7216 


NAUTORs  STEINEMANN  &  CO. 


SWAN 

PACIFIC 
SOUTHWEST 


Exclusively  Representing  Nautor's  Swan  Since  1983 
GEORGE  STEINEMANN 

2505  West  Coast  Hwy,  #202,  Newport  Beach,  CA  92663 

(800)  468-4496/(714)  645-4600*  Fax:  (714)  645-7216 

GE04SWANS@aol.com 


MEMBER 

BUG 

NeT 


SWAN  53  HAKAI  (1989):  Lightly  used  &  recently  upgraded  w/  new 
generator,  Reckmann  furling  headfoil,  &  watermaker,  she's  equipped 
for  both  racing  &  cruising.  Formerly  To  The  Max,  she  has  fresh  racing 
sails,  a  dacron  main  &  Vectran  furling  headsail.  PAC.  NW.  $649,000. 


SWAN  42  (2  available):  MYSTERE (1983),  located  in  Newport  Beach, 
is  immaculate.  GLISADE,  in  Ventura,  also  shows  well.  Both  have 
extensive  equipment,  including  racing  and  cruising  sails,  windlass, 
inverter,  autopilot.  From  $185,000. 


SWAN  46  KOOKABURRA  (1986):  Classic  cruiser/racer  with  tall 
rig,  dark  blue  hull,  and  a  full  set  of  racing  and  cruising  sails.  Overall 
condition  is  immaculate.  Electronics  updated.  Watermaker,  ex¬ 
panded  fuel  capacity,  leather  upholstery.  Marina  del  Rey,  $385,000. 


SWAN  53  Extended  T ransom  (1 987):  Featuring  counter  stem  with 
2.5'  extra  deck  space, + 2  large  lazarettes  for  dinghy,  OB,  and  liferaft 
stowage.  Cruise  equipped  w/Scheel  keel,  furling  main  mast,  electric 
winches,  and  generator  (new),  immaculate.  Newport  Bch.  $625,000. 


SWAN  46  KARJALA  (1985):  Consummate  world  cruiser  w/Scheel 
keel,  aft  entrance,  extra-thick  teak  decks,  SSB,  Ham,  radar,  water- 
maker,  heating,  145  gal  fuel.  Stunning  conditipn  with  all  systems  in 
exclnt  order.  New  bottom  paint/B&G  A/P.  Newport  Beach.  $375,000. 


SWAN  43  HUMBLEBEE  (1971):  Under  the  same  ownership  since 
1 978  and  used  only  for  local  cruising,  this  boat  is  in  superb  condition. 
Equipped  with  10  sails,  autopilot,  GPS,  heating,  electric  windlass  and 
lots  of  good  cruising  gear.  Oxnard,  CA.  $98,000. 
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GANIS  CREDIT  CORP 


\ 

Where 
Boat  Loans 

a 

Are  Smooth 
Sailing 


Whether  purchasing  a  new  boat, 
a  used  boat  or  refinancing  an  existing  loan, 
GANIS  CREDIT  CORP 
has  the  right  program  for  you... 

B  GANIS 
CREDIT 
CORP 

Loans  from  $25,000 

1 070  Marina  Village  Pkwy. ,  Alameda,  CA  94501  •  (800)  671  -1 555 

Alameda  -  Boston  -  Ft.  Lauderdale  ~  Houston  ~  Newport  Beach 
New  York  -  San  Diego  -  Seattle  -  St.  Petersburg 
Member,  National  Marine  Bankers  Association 
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a  port  tack  minimized  the  intake  of  water.  We  were  much  luckier  than 
we  knew.  As  I  learned  in  later  years,  the  passage  from  Honolulu  to 
Lahaina  is  not  to  be  taken  lightly.  Neither  the  boat  nor  the  crew  were 
anywhere  near  ready  for  such  a  voyage. 

About  this  time,  Major  Bill  began  to  lose  interest.  His  sailing 
experience  —  mostly  at  the  Naval  Academy  —  hadn’t  prepared  him 
for  the  constant  maintenance  required  by  Swallow.  And  he  was 
certainly  not  the  kind  of  guy  who  liked  to  get  his  hands  dirty.  1  really 
didn’t  mind  doing  the  dirty  work,  as  I  enjoyed  messing  around  the 
boat  while  dreaming  of  distant  ports. 

We  finally  got  the  old  girl  patched  up  and  decided  on  another  trip, 
this  time  a  weekend  outing  to  Pokai  Bay  on  the  northwest  side  of 
Oahu.  Major  Bill  brought  along  his  lady  friend,  and  we  three  had  a 
very  pleasant  sail  past  Barber’s  Point  on  into  Pokai  Bay.  We  even 
managed  to  get  the  hook  set  so  we  didn’t  drag  up  on  the  beach.  Back 
ip  '70,  Pokai  Bay  was  an  open,  uncrowded  anchorage,  with  neither 
a  marina  nor  moorings.  We  had  an  excellent  dinner  onboard, 
complete  with  a  decent  bottle  of  wine,  and  then  enjoyed  a  lovely 
evening  under  the  stars.  What  a  great  way  to  live! 

By  0900  the  next  morning  we  were  underway,  bound  for  the  Ala 
Wai  under  full  main  and  working  jib.  After  a  couple  of  hours  the 
trades  were  blowing  15  to  18  knots,  and  we  were  really  hauling.  But 
not  for  long!  About  noon  disaster  struck,  when  the  entire  bowstem 
snapped  off!  The  stem  and  the  headstay  with  the  jib  still  attached 
started  whipping  around  like  a  crazed  buzzard  looking  for  someone 
to  clobber.  We  brought  the  boat  up  into  the  wind  and  lashed  the 
entire  mess  to  the  mast.  Without  a  headstay,  the  mast  vibrated  and 
jumped  up  and  down,  threatening  to  drive  a  hole  through  the  hull.  So 
we  dropped  the  main,  fired  up  the  little  Volvo  diesel,  and  slowly 
motored  back  to  the  Ala  Wai.  This  time  we  only  had  to  bail 
occasionally. 

That  was  probably  the  last  time  Swallow  left  the  dock,  as  she 
increasingly  became  the  victim  of  years  of  neglect  and  dry  rot.  I 
literally  poured  gallons  of  GitRot  into  her  just  to  keep  her  afloat,  but 
I  had  neither  the  knowledge  or  the  money  to  bring  her  back  to  her 
original  glory.  We  eventually  sold  the  old  girl  for  pennies  on  the 
dollar. 

Five  boats,  25  years,  and  thousands  of  bluewater  miles  later,  the 
dream  kindled  in  Honolulu  is  still  alive  and  well.  I’m  still  messing 
around  in  boats  —  although  not  wood  boats. 

Robert  J.  Coulter 
Tamara 
San  Diego 

Robert  —  We  started  sailing  about  the  same  time  you  did,  and  had 
the  same  kind  of  life-threatening  misadventures.  Sailing  is  so  much 
safer  today  —  if  just  a  little  common  sense  if  used. 

After  all  these  years,  boats,  and  ocean  miles,  our  sailing  dreams 
are  as  much  alive  and  well  as  yours.  We  plan  on  spending  as  much  of 
the  next  25  years  sailing  as  possible,  and  hope  to  see  you  out  there. 

Mhow  thoughtful 

As  I’ve  been  delivering  a  74  Stephens  from  Ft.  Lauderdale  to  the 
West  Coast  for  the  past  month,  I  have  probably  missed  some  of  the 
earlier  letters  and  comments  regarding  Coast  Guard  inspections.  But 
here’s  my  take  on  it. 

I  have  been  boarded  and  inspected  three  times  recently.  One  each 
in  Oregon  and  Washington  —  in  port  —  while  doing  deliveries.  I 
didn  t  have  any  problem  with  those.  The  third  and  most  outrageous 
boarding  happened  this  summer  when  we  were  returning  from  the 
Delta.  We  were  in  Middle  Ground  at  dusk  when  it  happened,  and 
Small  Craft  Warnings  had  been  posted. 

My  wife  and  I  had  been  hunkered  down  in  Pittsburgh  for  the 
afternoon,  waiting  for  either  the  winds  to  die  or  the  tide  to  change. 
Finally  we  headed  out,  at  which  time  my  wife  expressed'  concern 
because  we  were  the  only  boat  in  sight.  She  felt  reassured,  however, 


Page  44  •  •  February.  1997 


An  RPm  Company 

Division  of  Kop-Coat  Marine  Group 

36  Pine  Street.  Rockaway,  NJ  07866  •  1-800-221-4466 


For  the  most  antifouling  power  in  a  bottom  paint,  nothing  comes 
close  to  Trinidad.  In  fact,  it's  the  antifoulant  with  over  75% 
cuprous  oxide  -  making  it  the  strongest  antifoulant  on  the  market. 

Even  in  hot,  tropical  fouling  conditions,  Trinidad  attacks 
fouling  organisms  and  reduces  annual  hull  maintenance. 

And  Trinidad  works  well  on  fiberglass,  wood  and  steel  hulls, 
on  both  power  and  sailboats. 

So  if  you're  looking  for  the  top  PETTIT 


performer  in  bottom  paints,  get  it 
with  Pettit  Trinidad.  ma/une 


flcumt 
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Cfieru6 

I  First  the  Bristol  Channel  Cutter 
I  then  the  Falmouth  Cutter . . . 

Now  at  last,  a  fiberglass  rowing  and  sailing 
dinghy  with  a  large  load  carrying  capacity. 

Length:  7'  4" 

Beam:  4' 4" 

Weight:  approx.  85# 

Max.  Engine  Size:  3  hp 

Safe  Load  Carrying  Capacity:  429# 
Max.  Number  of  Persons:  3 

Sam  L.  Morse  Co.,  1626  Placentia  Ave.,  Costa  Mesa  CA  92627 
Phone:  (714)  645-1843,  Fax:  (714)  645-9385 


BRISTOL 
CHANNEL 
CUTTER 


FALMOUTH 
CUTTER 

(trailerable) 


Make  this  your  last  boat 

Building  the  worlds  highest  quality,  hand  crafted  cruising 
boats  for  over  20  years.  Providing  confidence,  security 
and  performance  in  a  truly  sound  vessel.  Available  in 
stages.  Also,  CHERUB,  a  7'  4"  fiberglass  lapstrake  dinghy. 

Sam  L.  Morse  Company,  1626  Placentia  Ave.  Costa  Mesa,  CA. 
92627,  ph.  (714)  645-1843.  Send  $6  each  for  a  BCC  or  FC  brochure. 
http/Av  vvw.fonelink.com/smc 
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when  finally  —  way  out  in  the  distance  near  the  Benicia  Bridge  —  she 
spotted  another  boat  through  the  wind-blown  spray  and  waves.  As  it 
came  closer,  I  was  able  to  see  that  it  was  an  inflatable  with  at  least 
three  people  dressed  in  orange  foul  weather  gear. 

'How  thoughtful,'  1  said  to  myself.  'The  Coast  Guard  is  checking  us 
out  to  make  sure  we’re  okay  in  the  30+  knot  winds  and  rough  water.' 
Wrong!  They  wanted  to  board  us  for  a  safety  inspection!  A  Captain 
retired  from  the'  Navy,  1  tried  to  pull  rank  on  them  —  but  the  next 
thing  I  knew,  they  were  on  board,  opened  the  hatch  and  were 
dripping  water  into  the  wheelhouse  of  my  1931  43-ft  Stephens, 

They  instructed  me  to  maintain  course  and  speed,  and  then 
proceeded  about  their  inspection  business.  It  was  particularly  difficult 
to  "maintain  course  and  speed"  in  the  rough  conditions  when  they 
opened  the  engine  hatch  directly  under  the  steering  station  to  inspect 
the  Halon  and  other  engine  room  systems. 

I  just  have  to  believe  that  there  is  a  better  time  to  conduct  such 
safety  inspection  than  while  in  Middle  Ground  at  dusk  with  Small 
Craft  Warnings.  How  about  sometime  during  the  four  hours  we’d 
layed  over  in  Pittsburgh? 

Martin  McNair 

N  '  Pt.  Richmond 

Martin  —  The  Coast  Guard’s  behavior  is  so  self-destructive  and 
counterproductive,  that  if  the  institution  was  an  individual,  he’d  have 
been  put  in  a  straight  jacket  and  shot  up  with  Thorazine.  Or  who 
knows,  maybe  the  Department  of  Transportation  has  given  the  Guard 
a  strict  mandate  to  "make  as  many  mariners  hate  you  as  possible." 

Predefining  the  mission 

I’d  like  to  respond  to  the  An  Odious  Intrusion  letter  that  appeared 
in  the  October  issue.  The  letter  urged  President  Clinton  to  look  into 
the  matter  of  redefining  the  Coast  Guard’s  mission,  and  to  place  more 
emphasis  on  safety  and  assistance. 

As  a  Coast  Guard  Commander  with  nearly  21  years  dedicated  to 
public  safety,  I  would  like  to  let  our  'customers'  —  all  of  you  in  the 
public  —  know  that  the  President  has  already  asked  us  to  redefine  our 
mission.  All  agencies  within  the  federal  government  —  the  Coast 
Guard  included  —  are  being  downsized  and  asked  to  do  more  with 
less  money  and  people. 

Over  $400  million  has  been  cut  from  the  Coast  Guard’s  budget  in 
the  last  few  years,  and  we  have  4,000  less  people  on  active  duty.  We 
are  in  the  midst  of  a  service-wide  effort  to  reinvent  ourselves  —  with 
an  emphasis  on  reducing  waste  and  increasing  efficiency.  In  short, 
our  goal  is  to  provide  taxpayers  with  better  service  at  a  lower  cost. 

The  Coast  Guard  will  always  be  there  to  try  to  insure  the  safety  of 
mariners  and  to  assist  them  when  they  are  in  danger.  With  the 
reductions  in  both  personnel  and  budgets,  we  can’t  afford  to  do 
things  the  way  we  traditionally  did  them.  We  have  to  be  smarter.  And 
we’ve  learned  that  one  of  the  ways  to  improve  safety  and  reduce  the 
number  of  calls  for  assistance  is  by  placing  a  greater  emphasis  on 
prevention. 

The  foundation  of  a  viable  prevention  program  is  our  safety 
inspections.  Verifying  that  recreational  vessels  have  the  minimum 
safety  equipment  and  that  it’s  in  good  condition  is  the  key,  we 
believe,  in  preventing  accidents  and  reducing  calls  for  assistance. 
When  this  is  done,  it’s  likely  that  fewer  lives  will  be  lost  and  the  cost 
of  our  Search  &  Rescue  efforts  will  be  significantly  reduced. 

Our  objective  during  these  'safety  exams'  is  to  insure  that  the  vital 
safety  equipment  is  onboard.  In  addition,  it  gives  us  a  great 
opportunity  to  serve  the  public  and  remind  them  that  this  equipment 
is  necessary  and  may  someday  save  their  lives.  These  boardings  and 
exams,  which  have  received  so  much  public  condemnation,  are 
simply  one  way  we  are  trying  to  prevent  accidents  and  provide  better 
service  for  less  money.  •  , 

Jim  Harmon 
Long  Beach 
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SAIL 


Dodgers  that  blend  strength  and  grace. 
Racing  sheet  bag  organizers. 

Comfortable  waterproof  cockpit  and 
cabin  cushions. 

Quick  release  foredeck  jib  bags. 
Special  binnacle  and  mainsail  covers. 
Gortex  and  Lexan  options. 


M<! 


Take  advantage  of  our 
FREE  work  slip  on  the 
water  at  Grand  Marina 


2021  ALASKA  PACKER  PLACE 
ALAMEDA,  CA  94501 

(510)  521-1829 


CRUISING 

•  New  liveaboard  mattresses. 

•  Solar  panel  implants. 

•  Sailing  awnings  with  water  collectors 
and  mosquito  netting. 

•  Hatch  ventilators  and  screens. 

•  Sailing  hammocks. 

•  Cockpit  weather  cloths  with  map  pockets 
and  side  windows. 

•  Locker  organizers  and  tool  rolls. 

Design ,  Service ,  Quality. 


POWER 

•  Bimini  tops  and  enclosures  built 
to  look  good  and  last. 

•  Exterior  Olefin  carpeting. 

•  Delta  screens  and  covers. 

•  Distinct  flybridge  cushions 

•  Trailerable  full  boat  covers. 

•  Largest  fabric  selection. 


Dirty  Fuel 
Tank? 


Call  The  Professionals 


V 

PetroClean 

ADVANCED  FLUID  RECLAIMING  SERVICES 

TOLL  FREE 

1  (888)  999-5959 

(707)  938-5959 

Serving  the  Greater  Bay  Area 


The  Marine  Tank  Cleaning  Experts!! 

Factory  Certified  Technicians  •  Insured 


SAIL  EXCHANGE 


USED  SAILS 
UP  TO 

70%  OFF 

1 00s  of  Mains,  Genoas  and 
Spinnakers  to  Choose  From  .  .  . 
Many  Are  New! 

WE  SHIP  ANYWHERE  AND  THE 
SAILS  ARE  GUARANTEED  TO  FIT 
OR  YOUR  MONEY  BACK 

WE  BUY  SAILS  FOR  CASH 

407  Fullerton  Ave.,  Newport  Beach,  CA  92663 

800-628-8152 
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Marine  Financial  Services 

v 

LAUNCH 
YOUR  DREAM 

One  Call... 

Does  It  All 

BOAT  LOANS 

AND 

BOAT  INSURANCE 

•  Loans  $25,000  and  over 

•  Competitive  Rates 

•  New  and  Used 

•  Purchase  and  Refinance 

•  Comprehensive  Coverage 

•  Agreed  Value  Policies 

Contact 

BILL  KINSTLER 
510-769-8338 
800-832-8022 

•  Other  Offices  to  Serve  You  • 

1070  Marina  Village  Parkway  #202, 
Alameda,  CA  92663 

2727  Newport  Blvd.  #203, 

Newport  Beach,  CA  92663 

AGC  Building,  Suite  702, 

1200  Westlake  Ave.,  N.  Seattle,  WA  98109 

^  ■■■  -  ■  — l 


Jim  —  At  long  last,  something  of  an  explanation  of  what’s  going 
on.  Until  now,  the  Coast  Guard  has  'explained'  the  increase  in 
boardings  by  power-tripping:  "The  Supreme  Court  says  we  can  board, 
so  we’re  coming  aboard  with  our  guns,  and  we  don’t  give  a  damn 
what  you  think  of  it."  This  approach  might  have  worked  in  Stalinist 
Russia,  but  this  is  America  in  the  '90s,  most  of  us  are  baby  boomers, 
and  we’re  sure  as  hell  going  to  question  authority. 

The  way  we  See  it,  Jim,  you’re  reasonable  and  we’re  reasonable 
—  which  is  why  we  could  vaporize  the  pseudo-conflict  between 
recreational  mariners  and  the  Coast  Guard  over  a  couple  of  beers. 
The  goal  is  simple:  To  save  the  most  lives  on  a  reasonable  budget  — 
and  without  violating  the  public’s  constitutional  rights  in  the  process. 

Given  that  goal,  why  don’t  we  all  sit  down  together,  and  discuss 
how  best  to  accomplish  that  goal.  VJe  could  start  with  addressing  the 
importance  of  mutual  cooperation.  The  importance  of  not  ruining  an 
innocent  person’s  few  hours  of  leisure  time  each  month.  The  way  in 
ufhich  guns  create  enemies  rather  than  sustain  friendships.  We  could 
then  move  on  to  examining  how  and  why  most  marine  accidents  and 
fatalities  occur — and  why  the  current  'safety  inspections'  aren ’t  going 
to  do  diddly  to  prevent  them. 

Mfrom  my  collection 

Please  send  me  the  complete  mailing  address  for  Neven  Sandic  of 
Istok,  Yugoslavia.  I’m  not  even  sure  that  this  country  stil}  exists, 
although  I  know  that  Serbia,  Bosnia,  Slovenia  and  Croatia  still  do.  1 
want  to  send  him/her  a  few  back  issues  out  of  my  Latitude  collection. 
Three  or  four  would  cost  about  $3  to  $4  to  send  by  surface  mail.  Sure 
it  takes  4  to  6  weeks,  but  I’m  sure  that  doesn’t  matter  greatly. 

Suggesting  that  Neven  should  just  move  here  was  unkind.  I’m  sure 
that  he/she  would  love  to  do  that  i|  he/she  had  the  opportunity. 

Ragnar  Kuehnert 
Benecia 

Ragnar — It  was  an  unkind  remark  because  frankly,  we’ve  become 
fed  up  with  all  the  requests  from  the  other  side  of  the  world  for  "four 
or  five  issues,"  for  shirts,  for  crewing  positions,  for  donations  and 
everything  else  you  can  possibly  imagine.  If  we  honored  all  the 
requests  we  received  for  things  that  would  cost  us  a  minimum  of  $20 
to  honor,  there  wouldn’t  be  enough  money  to  publish  the  magazine. 

Then,  too,  there’s  the  matter  of  the  reliability  of  the  mails.  Not  only 
is  it  way  more  expensive  than  you  think,  it’s  also  many  times  less 
reliable  —  at  least  to  the  places  we’ve  been  asked  to  send  the 
magazine.  That’s  why  we  quit  doing  foreign  subscriptions  many  years 
ago. 

According  to  the  Post  Office,  Yugoslavia  no  longer  exists.  If  you 
nonetheless  still  wish  to  attempt  to  send  Latitudes  to  that  region, 
figure  on  about  $8  for  surface  mail  that  will  take  about  three  months 
or  $16  by  air  which  would  still  take  three  weeks.  Neven’s  address  is 
Istok,  B 1/19,  22240  Sid,  Yugoslavia,  Europe.  Good  luck! 

11  If  MAINTENANCE  FOR  ANCHORS 

Advice  needed,  please! 

I  have  a  60-lb  ABI  stainless  steel  plow  anchor.  Correction,  I  had 
one,  because  the  plow  section  broke  off.  What  I  have  left  is  the  shank, 
swivel,  pin  and  cotter  pin.  It  was  later  determined  that  the  welds  of 
the  two  angle  brackets  failed.  One  between  the  one  angle  bracket  and 
the  plow  section,  and  one  between  the  second  angle  bracket  and  the 
swivel.  Insufficient  penetration  and  buildup  were  the  cause. 

This  is  the  first  time  that  I  had  an  anchor  break  in  two,  and  I’ve 
been  cruising  for  24  years.  I  bought  the  anchor  'used'  eight  years  ago, 
and  the  accident  happened  about  three  years  ago.  Have  any  of  your 
readers  had  a  similar  experience? 

I  understand  that  many  manufacturers,  because  of  the  fear  of 
liability  lawsuits,  only  offer  a  one  year  warranty.  Will  it  then  be 
unrealistic  to  expect  ABI  to  stand  by  their  product  —  especially  when 
the  anchor  in  question  has  a  replacement  value  of  $2,000?  In  the 
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Alameda  Prop  &  Machine 

2021  Alaska  Packer  Place  Alameda  California  94S01 
510)  522-7899  (800)  774-7899 


ANCHORING  SYSTEMS 

Bow  Sprits:  Custom  Fit 


Anchors:  CQR,  Delta,  Bruce  &  Fortress 

Windlasses:  Vertical  &■  Horizontal 
Power  &  Manual 

Xs 

Bow  Rollers:  Custom  Made, 

^  Single  or  Double 

?'  Straight  or  Pivoting 

(^mL  ^otie;  Chain  and  Rope 

Bigger  is  belter! 


Authorized  Service  Center  for  Simpson  Lawrence 


UNDERWATER  GEAR 


Feathering  jJr* 

Folding. 

AutoProp 

Cruising  Designs  JL 

Rex-O-Fold 

Martec 

MaxProp  _ 

Distributors  for  Michigan  Wheel 


Struts,  Rudders,  Couplings,  Bearings 

Stuffing  Boxes  ana  Zincs 

* 

Aquamet  19,  Aquamet  22 
&t  Bronze  Shafting 


RADAR  & 

WINDGENERATOR  MOUNTS 


8tart  with  Base  Arch  or  Post 
custom  fit  to  vessel. 

Add-Ons: 

Antenna  Mounts 
Windgenerator  Posts  &•  8ockets 
Rod  Holders 

Loops,  Cleats  &  Light  Mounts 
Outboard  Lifting  Davits 


(Large  or  Small) 
Dinghy  Davits 
Solar  Panel  Mounts 


if; 
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RADAR  SALE 
CONTINUES 


New  6,  Reconditioned 

Prices  Starting  at 


Call  Us! 


WE  PLEDGE  TO  BACK  EVERY  PRODUCT  WE  SELL 
\  WITH  PERSONAL,  IN-HOUSE  TECHNICAL  SERVICE 


RJCH  WILDES 


CAL-MARINE 


SALES • 
.SERVICE  • 
INSTALLATION  • 


ELECTRONICS  CORPORATION 

PIER  19,  THE  EMBARCADERO  am  |  aqi  TCCA 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94111  I **  I  OTl“/DDU 


STAKKIJCK 
CANVAS  WORKS 

(415)  332-2509 

300  Industrial  Center  Bldg.,  Harbor  Dr.,  Sausatito,  CA  94965 


DURABLE  ROODS 


•  CUSTOM  DODGERS 
•CUSHIONS 


•BIMINIS 
•  REPAIRS 


•  SAIL  COVERS 

•  MAST  COLLARS 

•  BOOM  TENTS 

•  SHITTED  FEETS 


OWN  THE  REST 


event  that  ABI  does  not  honor  their  warranty  or  does  not  feel 
responsible  towards  the  public  at  large,  is  there  any  recourse  for 
obtaining  satisfaction? 

By  the  way,  is  there  any  known  maintenance  that  will  protect  and 
prolong  the  reliability  of  welds  on  anchors?  Full  time  cruisers  and 
week-end  sailors  alike  rely  on  their  anchors  for  the  safety  of  lives  and 
property,  and  I  for  one  believe  that  anchors  should  be  good  for  more 
than  just  one  year  of  reliable  service.  Perhaps  these  expensive 
anchors  are  only  made  to  be  displayed  on  some  fancy  yachts  at  boat 
shows.  Is  it  presumptuous  on  my  part  to  hope  that  I  an  others  will  not 
be  left  with  the  'short  end  of  the  stick'? 

Jacques  Elbert 
Oceanis  11 
La  Paz,  Mexico 

, Jacques  —  Further  information  needed,  please!  How  did  the 
anchor  break?  What  condition  was  it  in  when  you  purchased  it?  Is  it 
indeed  a  brand  name  anchor  and  not  just  one  of  the  many  cheap 
knock-offs?  Why  have  you  taken  three  years  to  raise  the  matter?  How 
come,  its  value  is  double  that  of  other  60-lb  plow  anchors?  But  most 
important,  why  didn’t  you  contact  the  manufacturer  first  to  see  what 
they  have  to  say? 

MA  CARAVAN  TO  SEA  OF  CORTEZ  SAILING  WEEK 

I  understand  that  Sea  of  Cortez  Sailing  Week  is  normally  held  April 
14  -  21.  My  girlfriend  and  I  would  like  to  trailer  our  19-ft  MacGregor 
power-sail  boat  there,  but  we  have  a  couple  of  questions. 

1)  Where  is  it  held? 

2)  Are  there  other  people  who  trailer  boats  down  for  the  event?  If 
so,  is  anyone  interested  in  creating  a  caravan? 

I  can  be  contacted  at  (510)  228-2852  or  paged  at  (510)  279-8367. 

Bruno  Motta 
Martinez 

Bruno  —  Dates  of  the  Sea  of  Cortez  Sailing  Week  change  from 
year  to  year.  This  year  the  dates  are  April  1 9  -  26.  The  event  starts  in 
La  Paz,  but  most  of  it  takes  place  out  at  lovely  Isla  Partida,  about  24 
miles  to  the  north. 

Lots  of  people  have  trailered  boats  down  to  Sea  of  Cortez  Sailing 
Week  over  the  years  —  not  the  least  of  which  is  the  Wanderer,  who 
actually  founded  the  event  back  in  1 984.  Putting  together  a  caravan 
is  a  great  idea,  but  might  be  difficult  because  people  travel  at  different 
speeds  and  have  different  itineraries. 

The  Wanderer,  for  example,  once  drove  down  (34  hours)  and  back 
(29  hours)  almost  non-stop.  He  had  to  do  it  solo,  because  nobody  else 
would  agree  to  such  a  ridiculous  pace.  In  addition,  he  only  drove  as 
far  south  as  Puerto  Escondido,  believing  it  was  far  more  pleasureable 
to  sail  his  Cal  25  the  last  150  miles  to  La  Paz.  Normal  people  would 
usually  take  three  or  four  days  to  make  the  trip  from  Marin  to  La  Paz. 

While  the  drive  is  long,  it’s  also  spectacular  —  if  you  appreciate 
desert  scenery.  And  if  you  need  time  to  think  things  out  or  meditate, 
it’s  perfect.  Driving  in  Mexico  with  a  trailer  takes  some  getting  used  to, 
especially  when  you  pass  trucks  and  buses  from  the  other  direction. 
The  problem  is  that  the  roadbed  is  extremely  narrow  and  there  rarely 
is  a  shoulder.  If  you’re  a  couple  of  inches  off  to  the  inside,  you  smash 
into  a  giant  truck  at  a  combined  speed  of  120  mph.  If  you’re  a  couple 
of  inches  off  to  the  outside,  your  trailer  wheel  drops  off  the  road  and 
you’ve  got  a  different  problem.  The  side  of  the  highway  is  dotted  with 
memorials  to  people  who’ve  misjudged  where  they  were  in  their  lane 
and  died  as  a  result.  But  don’t  let  that  stop  you. 

UftHELPING  HANDS 

Cruisers  are  amazingly  wonderful  people  —  they  really  are. 

Sailing  as  part  of  Baja  Ha-Ha  III,  we  were  a  few  miles  outside  of 
Turtle  Bay  when  — ■  at  around  midnight  —  all  the  lights  on  the  boat 
started  flashing  and  every  alarm,  horn,  buzzer  and  bell  started  going 
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ALMAR  MARINAS 

From  San  Francisco  Bay  to  exotic  Cabo 
San  Lucas  you'll  love  our  Family l” 


%  5  _  jV  ' 
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BALLENA  ISLE  MARINA 


Enjoy  the  ambiance  of  a  total  boating  community.  BALLENA  ISLE 
MARINA  on  Alameda  Island  offers  hassle-free  boating,  fun, 
security  &  the  knowledge  that  you1  have  chosen  the  very  best. 

AT  BALLENA  ISLE  MARINA 
YOUR  FIRST  MONTH  is  FREE! 


Chandlery~Restaurant~DelN Liquor-Tennis  Courts  •  Special  Gold  Card  Discounts  &  guest  slip  specials 

New  and  used  boat  sales — Waterfront  office  space  available 


Become  part  of  the  Almar  family  of  marinas  and  enjoy  free  guest  privileges  at  all  five 
of  our  beautiful  marinas  up  and  down  the  coast. 


San  Francisco  Bay  ~  BALLENA  ISLE  MARINA 

1150  Ballena  Bl.  Ste.  Ill  •  Alameda,  CA  94501  •  (510)  523-5528  •  1-800-675-SLIP  •  FAX  (510)  865-2257  •  Monitor  Ch.  16 


Ventura  Harbor 
VENTURA  ISLE  MARINA 
1363  Spinnaker  Dr. 

Ventura,  CA  93001 
(805)  485-5044 
(805)  644-0684  (FAX) 
1-900-307-ISLE 


Channel  Islands  Harbor 
ANACAPA  ISLE  MARINA 

3001  Peninsula  Rd. 

Oxnard,  CA  93035 
(805)  985-6035 
(805)  984-0370  (FAX) 
1-800-303-ISLE 


San  Diego  Bay 
CABRILLO  ISLE  MARINA 

1450  Harbor  Island  Dr. 

San  Diego,  CA  92101 
(619)  297-6222 
(619)  299-8446  (FAX) 
1-800-305-ISLE 


Cabo  San  Lucas 
CABO  ISLE  MARINA 

Lote  A-18  De  La  Darsena 
Cabo  San  Lucas,  BCS  Mex. 
011-52-114-31251 
FAX  011-52-114-31253 
www.cabomarina.com.mx 
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SAVE 

10%  at 


Bottom  Line 
Discount  Offer! 

Save  10%  Off 
your  Total  Yard  Bill 

By  Making  Reservations 
for  Your 

February  Haulout. 

Fill  out  this  coupon  and  mail,  or  call  to  make  your  reservation. 

I  WISH  TO  RESERVE  TIME  IN  THE  MONTH 

OF _ AT  YOUR  1 0%  DISCOUNT  OFFER. 

I  AM  INTERESTED  IN  THE  FOLLOWING  WORK  TO  BE 
COMPLETED  ON  MY  BOAT: 

□  Keel  □Hull  □Deck  □Structural 

□Rigging  □Hardware  □Engine  □Electrical 
□Fuel  System  □Custom  Painting 

□  Reefing/Self-Furling 

□  Other  _ 

BOAT  NAME _ 

TYPE _  LENGTH _ 


NAME _ 

ADDRESS 


PHONE  ( _ ) _ 

616  W.  Cutting  Bivd.,  Richmond,  CA  94804 
or  call  Mike  at 

k 

(510)  232-5800  Fax  (510)  232-5914 


off  at  the  same  time. 

What  a  way  to  be  woken  from  a  sound  sleep!  Having  been  well 
trained  in  sailing  lore,  I  immediately  knew  how  to  react:  'When  in 
danger  or  in  doubt,  shout  and  holler,  and  run  about!'  After  we  all 
calmed  down,  we  put  out  a  call  on  the  handheld  VHF  to  inform  the 
nearby  boats  that  we  were  sailing  without  running  lights.  We  made  it 
into  Turtle  Bay  without  further  incident. 

The  next  morning,  we  determined  that  our  alternator  had  shorted 
out  and  was  a  goner.  Our  voltage  regulator  and  the  alternator  and 
battery  ammeters  were  also  history.  Having  no  spares,  we  had  to 
sheepishly  put  out  a  call  to  the  fleet  begging  for  replacements.  We 
offered  to  buy,  borrow,  trade  or  whatever  to  get  what  we  needed.  We 
even  offered  our  women! 

Within  a  couple  of  hours,  we  had  all  that  we  needed  —  and  more. 
First,  Don  Strong  of  Taurus  Trio  delivered  a  gasoline  generator  so  we 
could  keep  our  batteries  charged.  Then  Buddy  and  Ruth  from 
Sausalito  offered  their  back-up  alternator.  Wayne  of  Anna  Belle 
brought  us  a  new,  'smart',  three-step  Alpha  voltage  regulator.  Finally, 
Charlie  Turner  of  Far  Niente  came  over  with  another  'smart',  three- 
step  regulator.  Our  cup  runneth  over!  Many  others  offered  us  advice 
and  other  parts,  such  as  Bob  and  Judi  of  A  Vita  offering  a  couple  of 
shunts  to  get  our  ammeters  going  again. 

What  did  these  people  want  in  the  way  of  compensation?  Out  in 
the  middle  of  nowhere,  we  expected  to  be  gouged.  But  they  didn’t 
want  anything  —  other  than  for  us  to  return  or  replace  the  parts  when 
we  got  to  Cabo. 

There’s  more,  as  we  had  to  get  the  replacement  parts  to  Cabo.  We 
headed  for  the  renowned  Vera  Cruz  Hotel  and  Dining  Salon  at  the 
top  of  the  main  (dirt)  road  in  the  village,  where  the  proprietor  is  more 
than  happy  to  assist  cruisers  to  telephone  the  States.  With  stopwatch 
in  hand,  he’ll  even  dial  the  number  for  you.  In  fairness,  you’ll  be 
surprised  at  how  inexpensive  such  calls  are.  And  the  connections  are 
fast  and  clear. 

We  called  Eric  Chipps  of  Hai  Lien,  and  caught  him  just  20  minutes 
before  he  left  for  the  airport  for  a  flight  to  San  Diego  to  catch  a 
powerboat  heading  for  Cabo.  After  hearing  our  plight,  he 
immediately  agreed  to  get  the  parts  for  us  and  bring  them  to  Cabo.  Er 
.  .  .  how  about  the  money?  No  problem,  he  informed  us,  he’d  take 
care  of  it  and  we.could  settle  up  in  Cabo.  As  for  taking  time  out  of  his 
vacation  to  go  shopping  for  us  ...  he  asked  us  what  we  thought 
friends  were  for. 

We  met  Chipps  in  Cabo,  and  he  had  all  the  parts  except  the 
alternator.  He  checked  four  chandleries  and  none  of  them  had  had 
the  alternator  in  stock.  Shoot,  what  were  we  going  to  say  to  Buddy 
Ellison,  who  would  naturally  want  his  alternator  back? 

When  1  gave  Ellison  the  bad  news,  he  did  not  smile  and  did  not 
say  'forget  it'.  'Mr.  Redundant'  went  into  shock.  When  we  revived  him, 
we  phoned  Downwind  Marine  in  San  Diego.  "No  problem,"  they  told 
us,  they’d  have  the  alternator  at  Ellison’s  next  port  of  call  within  a  few 
days  —  and  at  a  discount  price  and  with  no  charge  for  delivery! 
Ellison  soon  had  his  replacement  alternator  delivered  by  Jeff  of 
Cherokee.  If  anyone  is  headed  to  Mexico,  we’d  suggest  they  keep 
Downwind  Marine’s  number  handy. 

I  want  to  thank  Latitude,  first  for  sponsoring  the  Baja  Ha-Ha,  and 
second,  for  allowing  me  to  publicly  thank  the  amazingly  wonderful 
people  called  cruisers.  You’re  wonderful! 

A1  Parker 
Saratoga 

A/  —  Thanks  for  the  kind  words. 

Most  West  Coast  cruisers  don’t  realize  how  lucky  they  are  to  have 
Mexico  as  their  first  stopping  place.  Not  only  is  the  cruising  pretty 
easy,  but  the  locals  are  very  friendly,  and  fellow  cruisers  are 
extremely  supportive.  Anyone  who’s  sailed  beyond  Mexico  to  other 
third  world  countries  can  tell  you  that  you’ll  need  to  be  much  more 
self-reliant  as  you  travel  on. 
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George  Backhus'  Deerfoot  62  Moonshadow 

sporting  her  new  CRUISE+  with  Tradewinds  finish, 
full  batten  mainsail  and  roller  furling  staysail. 


1st  Place  Leg  2  -  2nd  Overall 
Margarita  Division  -  Baja  Ha-Ha  '96 


WHEN  YOU  DEMAND 
AFFORDABLE 
DURABILITY 

WINTER  DISCOUNTS 
EXTENDED! 

15%  OFF  New  &  Pre-Owned  Sails 
25%  OFF  with  Used  Sail  Trade-In 

(Condition  6  or  better  with  luff  lengths  of  30’  or  more. 
Offer  good  through  February) 

Many  Pre-Owned  Like-New  Sails 
Specializing  in  30-60' 


LEECH  RUDIGER  SAILS 


J 


AGENTS  FOR 

NEILPRYDESAILS 


415  •  331  •  6275 


Fax  (415)  331-6282 
67  Libertyship  Way  Sausalito, 
CA  94965 


E 

1  [ 

_  Yacht 
Insurance 

ALASKA  to  PANAMA 

MEXICO  Liability  Insurance 
Racing/Cruising  HAWAII  Pacific  Cup? 


Mariner's  General  Insurance  Group 

2507  West  Coast  Hwy.  #101 
Newport  Beach,  CA  92663 

(71 4)  642-5174 

Fax  (714)  642-0252 

(800)  992-4443 

2500  Westlake  North,  Ste.  C 
Seattle,  WA  98109 

(206)  281-8144 

Fax  (206)  281-8036 

(800)  823-2798 

30+  Years  in  Business 
Admitted  Insurance  Companies 
Direct  Company  Appointments 


Clubs  •  Chartering  •  Commercial 
Worldwide  Coverage  Available 


S.F.  RIGGING  HEADQUARTERS 


Swaging  and  rotary  swaging 

Nicro  pressing 

Rope  to  wire  splicing 

Rope  splicing 

Wire  rope  splicing 

Wire  rope  slings 

Yacht  rigging  and  hardware 

Wire  rope 

1x19  S.S.  type  304  and  type  316 
Lifeline  and  fitting 
Dockline 
Anchor  line 

Galvanized  anchor  chain 
H.T.  Chain,  BBB  Chain 
Proof  coil  chain 
Safety  nets 

ALLIED  ROPES  CO. 

304  LITTLEFIELD  AVENUE 
SO.  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94080 


415  *589  *8780 

FAX  415-589-1804 
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Which  Bay  Area  sailing  school  has  been 
named  one  of  the  best  in  the  nation  by 
Men's  Health  magazine  &  has  "very 
experienced  instructors"  according  to 
the  December  '96  Cruising  World? 
Hint:  Think  Sausalito! 


The  Modem  Sailing  Academy  &  Sausalito  Sailing 
Club  have  been  offering  the  best  in  instruction, 
chartering  and  excursions  for  thirteen  years.  Let 
us  tell  you  how  we  can  increase  your  enjoyment! 

AMERICAN  SAILING  ASSOCIATION 
CERTIFICATION  COURSES 

ASA  CERTIFICATION  BASIC  COASTAL  CRUISING 

All  instruction  on  28'-32‘  sailboats  with  diesel  engines  and  wheel 
steering.  Learn  to  safely  sail  and  skipper  32'  sailboats.  Emphasis  on 
sailing  as  skipper,  docking  and  maneuvering  under  power,  crew 
overboard  recovery  and  anchoring.  Limit  of  4  students. 

•  Basic  Sailing:  One  Weekend:  $285 
•  Five  days  (M-F)  or  Three  weekends:  $745 
New  5-days  beginning  Feb.  24,  March  3, 10, 17, 24  &  31 
New  Weekends  beginning  Feb  15,  March  1,  8, 15, 22  &  29 

ASA  CERTIFICATION  BAREBOAT  CHARTER 
AND  NIGHT  SAILING  CLASS 

This  3-day,  2-night  intensive  course  begins  with  extensive  docking 
under  power  on  a  40'+ sailboat.  Boat  systems,  anchoring,  emergency 
procedures,  advanced  sailing  techniques,  crew  overboard  recovery 
methods,  and  navigation  are  covered.  Limit  of  4  students.  $625 
New  classes  beginning  Feb.  21  and  March  21 

ASA  ADVANCED  COASTAL  CRUISING 
S.F.  to  Drakes  Bay,  the  Farallones  and  Half  Moon  Bay 

This  course  integrates  a  wide  range  of  sailing  and  navigating  techniques  on 
a  42'  to  45'  sailboat  in  the  ocean.  Limit  of  4  students.  $695 

New  classes  beginning  Feb.  27  and  March  27 

ADVENTURE  CLASS-BAJA  MEXICO  TO  S.F. 

Bring  a  boat  from  Baja  California  to  San  Francisco  and  get  ASA  certification 
(either  Bareboat  Charter  or  Advanced  Coastal  Cruising).  This  course  combines 
the  curriculum  of  our  highly-regarded  classes  with  an  ocean  passage. 

Cabo  to  San  Diego,  March  4-17  $975 
San  Diego  to  Santa  Barbara,  March  21  -  25  $650 
Santa  Barbara  to  San  Francisco,  March  29  -  April  3  $725 

ASA  COASTAL  NAVIGATION 

Taught  by  Capt.  J.T.  Meade.  Includes  bearings,  fixes,  set  &  drift,  aids  to 
navigation,  GPS,  dead  reckoning  and  much  more.  $185. 

Sat.  &  Sun.,  March  8,9  &  Sat.  March  15,9-5 

RADAR  PRACTICAL 

Eight  hour  course  on  40'  sailboat.  We  will  go  2  -  3  miles  out  into  the  ocean  and 
repeatedly  come  in  and  return  under  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge.  Each  student 
navigates  by  radar  from  down  below  with  cabin  windows  taped  to  simulate 
"flying  blind.”  March  22,  9  -  5.  $165 


Call  For  Free  Brochure 

(415)  331-8250  •  (800)  995-1668  (outside  Bay  Area) 

2310  Marinship  Way  •  Sausalito  CA  94965 


LETTERS 


tilt  LET’S  DO  IT  AGAIN  NEXT  YEAR 

A  simple  thanks  for  the  great  ride  on  Baja  Ha-Ha  111  and  a  job  well 
done.  My  crew  and  I  had  a  great  time  —  and  are  continuing  to  have 
one  up  in  La  Paz  and  the  beautiful  surrounding  area. 

In  case  anyone  is  wondering,  1  dropped  off  one  bag  of  medical 
supplies  plus  some  other  items  at  the  Salvatiera  Hospital  in  La  Paz. 
The  staff  was  very  happy  to  accept  the  donation.  After  spending  a 
little  time  at  the  hospital,  it  was  easy  to  see  why.  If  anyone  can  help, 
please  do,  for  they  have  a  genuine  need  for  medical  supplies. 

A  special  thanks  to  some  other  folks,  without  whose  help  1  would 
not  have  made  the  trip:  Schooner  Creek  Boat  Works  of  Portland;  Ken 
Murray  at  West  Marine;  and  Harold  and  Sue  West.  In  the  Bay  Area, 
Lorraine,  Rick,  Carston  and  Berry  at  Svendsens  Boat  Works;  Chris  at 
UK  Sailmakers;  and  Bev  and  Seth  Bailey  of  Alameda.  In  Mexico, 
George  Backhus  of  Moonshadow  for  sending  my  fax;  Peppy  of 
Promotion  and  West  Marine  for  helping  expedite  my  parts;  Ed 
Vergara  and  his  staff  at  the  great  Marina  Palmira;  and  Barbara 
Peterson  for  her  invaluable  support  and  logistics  effort. 

La  Paz  is  a  great  place,  but  I’ll  be  moving  north  soon.  I  plan  to 
spend  this  winter  in  the  Sea.  Come  spring,  I  may  go  north,  south, 
ea$t,  or  west  —  but  odds  are  that  I’ll  be  back  in  the  Bay  Area  because 
that’s  where  1  left  my  heart. 

Thanks  Latitude,  let’s  do  it  again  next  year! 

Robert  Taylor 
Freedom 
Portland 

Robert  —  We  are  doing  it  again  this  year.  Baja  Ha-Ha  IV  is 
scheduled  to  start  on  October  28  from  San  Diego.  The  day  before, 
we’ll  have  check-ins  in  the  morning,  a  skipper’s  meeting  around  mid¬ 
day  and  a  kick-off  party  in  the  afternoon. 

MAN  ISLANDER  33 

I  just  bought  a  1965  Islander  33.  I  know  the  builder  shut  down 
about  1985.  Do  you  have  any  information  about  this  boat  or  know 
where  I  might  be  able  to  find  it? 

Marcus  Castro 
Pleasanton 

Marcus  —  Back  in  the  ’60s  —  nearly  the  dawn  of  the  fiberglass  age 
—  Islanders  were  built  by  Wayfarer  Marine,  McGlasson,  Inc.,  or 
somebody  like  that.  In  any  event,  original  detailed  information  will 
probably  be  impossible  to  find. 

An  outfit  called  Marinelnfo,  however,  will  soon  be  releasing  three 
production  sailboat  reference  guides  covering  approximately  1,500 
designs.  The  Islander  33  will  be  in  Volume  II.  Caution;  it’s  basic  stuff 
only,  such  as  a  couple  of  line  drawings  and  the  specs.  But  then  we’re 
not  sure  what  more  you  might  be  looking  for.  Contact  Marinelnfo  at 
(206)  882-0688. 

lilt  EVEN  MY  WIFE  IS  NOW  EXCITED 

You  must  get  letters  like  this  all  the  time,  but  I  just  wanted  you  to 
know  how  much  I  enjoy  reading  your  magazine.  It’s  been  especially 
valuable  in  that  my  wife  has  taken  to  reading  it  cover  to  cover  —  and 
is  now  excited  about  such  things  as  the  Baja  Ha-Ha  and  other  long 
range  cruises.  We  love  the  photos,  articles,  Sightings,  Letters,  and 
even  the  Classy  Classifieds. 

On  page  160  of  the  December  issue,  you  wrote  that  Jack 
Woodhull’s  Ceil  40  Persephone  won  the  Cal  40  Nationals  hosted  by 
the  Los  Angeles  YC.  I’m  trying  to  contact  Cal  40  fleets  or  associations 
to  see  if  there  are  other  Cal  40  owners  interested  in  networking  or 
otherwise  staying  in  contact  with  one  another  to  share  ideas.  1  would 
greatly  appreciate  any  information  from  you  or  your  readers. 

•  >  Steve  Jacobsen 

Cal  40,  Wings 

6406  143rd  Avenue  NE,  Redmond,  WA  98052-4644 
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st  and  foremost 


t 

Innovative  design,  light  weight  and  advanced  construction  techniques 

make  the  Swan  48  the  most  exciting  yacht  of  its  class.  A  no 
.aJHktai  compromise  Regatta  version  for  the  racer  who  has  to  win,  and  a  high 
performance  Cruiser/Racer  for  exceptional  comfort  with  speed.  Strength  with 
lightness  is  the  key,  and  with  single  skin  glass/aramid  hull  construction,  foam- 
cored  sandwich  deck,  modem  rig  options  and  renown  Nautor  build  quality,  the 
Swan  48  sets  new  standards.  So  if  you  want  to  be  first  on  the  r&ce  course  or  own 
the  world’s  foremost  cruiser/racer,  contact  your  local  Sales  office  to  find  out  more. 


36  40  44  Mk  II  46  Mk  II  48C/R  48R  55  56C/R  56R  57RS  60C/R  60R  68  77  100  Plus 


Sales  Offices:  Newport  Beach,  California  Stememann  &  Co.,  2505  West  Coast  Highway,  Suite  202,  Newport 
Beach,  CA  92663.  Tel:  (714)  645  4600.  San  Francisco  Keefe  Kaplan  Maritime,  Inc.,  530  West  Cutting  Blvd., 
Point  Richmond,  California  94804  Tel:  (510)  235  5564.  Seattle  McKee  &  Mooney  Inc.,  901  Fairview  Avenue  * 
North,  Suite  A- 145,  Seattle,  Wa  98109.  Tel:  (206)  447  7030.  Chicago  Barker  &  Associates,  Inc.  455  East 
Illinois,  Suite  363,  Chicago,  Illinois  6061 1 .  Tel:  (312)  755  9000.  New  York  Barker  &  Associates,  Inc.  P.O.  Box 
1296  Brewer’s  Yacht  Haven,  Foot  of  Washington  Blvd.,  Stamford,  CT  06904.  Tel:  (203)  425  9700. 

Newport,  Rhode  Island  Jennifer  Stewart  Inc.,  40  Mary  Street,  Newport,  Rhode  Island  02840.Tel:  (401)  846 
8404.  Miami  Georges  Bourgoignie  Inc.,  300  Alton  Road,  Miami  Beach,  Florida  33139.  Tel:  (305)  673  4600. 

Sales  offices  worldwide: 

Argentina/Uruguay  •  British  Isles  •  Denmark  •  France/Monaco/Italy  •  Germany/ Austria/Switzerland  •  Greece  • 
Holland  •  Hong  Kong  •  Japan  •  Norway  •  Singapore  •  Spain  •  Sweden 


NAUtORs 


Oy  NAUTOR  Ab,  P.O.  Box  10, 
FIN-68601  Pietarsaari,  Finland 
Tel:  +358  67  7601  111 
Telefax:  +358  67  7667  364 


OY  NAUTOR  AB  -  A  Division  of  UPM-Kymmene  Corporation 
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THE  WAVE  OF  THE  FUTURE 


HCATBRlSYSTEMB 


THE  FUTURE  IN  HEATING 
IS  HERE  and  ONLY  ESPAR 
HAS  IT! 

Available  in  6,150, 10,000, 

1 6,000  &  28,000  BTU 
Models,  the  new  Espars  offer: 

•  Advanced  computer  control 
system 

•  High  efficiency  blower 

•  Trouble  shooting  diagnostics 

•  Glow  plug  cleaning  cycle 

•  Expanded  safety  features 

•  Ten  models  to  choose  from:  Hot  air  or  hot  water 


: 

50  %  OFF 


Our  Initiation  Fee  During  The  Months 
of  February  and  March.  And  If  Your  Boat 
Can  Slip  Into  One  Of  Our  Vacant  Berths, 
We  Will  Waive  The  Initiation  Fee  Completely. 


Friendly  Club  with  First  Class  Restaurant 
New  Club  House  •  Cruises  &  Racing  Activities 
Seminars  to  Keep  You  Updated  on  the  Latest  Equipment 
Competitively  Priced  Slips  Available 
O  Club  Rentals  for  Parties 


Oakland  Yacht  Club 

1101  Pacific  Marina 
Foot  of  Triumph  St.,  Alameda 
http://www.serve.com/oaklndyc 


(510)  522-6868 


Steve  —  Thanks  for  the  compliments.  The  160  or  so  Cal  40s  have 
spread  out  all  over  the  globe.  We’ve  recently  seen  them  in  distant 
places  such  as  Kaneohe  Bay,  Honolulu,  Antigua,  Key  West  and  St. 
Martin.  And  many  of  them  still  race  actively.  Stan  Honey  and  Sally 
Lindsay  won  last  summer’s  West  Marine  Pacific  Cup  with  Illusion  and 
the  Hilsingers  have  been  cruising  the  South  Pacific  for  a  couple  of 
years  on  Panacea.  The  last  we  heard,  Hans  Vielhauer  —  who  had 
done  several  SingfehandedTransPacs  with  Chaparral  —  mas  covering 
the  last  miles  of  a  rapid  two-year  circumnavigation. 

Hopefully  you’ll  get  some  Cal  40  reader  response.  If  not,  contact 
the  Los  Angeles  YC,  which  has  always  been  ground  zero  of  Cal  40 
activity. 

illtLOVE  TO  SEE  IT  FOR  THE  WBRA 

I’d  love  to  see  the  Wooden  Boat  Racing  Association  (WBRA) 
follow  the  lead  of  the  St.  Francis  YC  and  require  that  PFDs  be  worn 
during  all  races.  Every  year  I  see  someone  pop  off  a  Knarr  into  the 
Bay’s  chilly  waters,  and  hate  to  think  what  might  happen  to  him  or 
her. 

Jane  Hook 
President,  Bird  Class 

U  ft  WHEN  CONDITIONS  WARRANT 

1  can’t  believe  that  the  only  mail  you  received  from  'normal 
humans'  was  in  support  of  mandatory  lifejackets  during  St.  Francis  YC 
races.  I’m  not  surprised  that  the  opinions  of  the  sailing  pros  were  till 
across  the  board,  and  would  expect  the  general  response  to  have 
been  the  same. 

Having  had  this  rule  in  place  last  year  for  the  Benicia  Thursday 
Night  Races,  I’d  say  that  it  is  stupid  to  have  such  an  inflexible 
approach  —  especially  on  a  hot  September  evening  when  I’m 
standing  at  the  wheel  wearing  my  inflatable  PFD  while  we’re  dead  in 
the  water. 

Having  a  blanket  rule  as  opposed  to  using  the  'Y'  flag  certainly 
helps  relieve  the  race  committee  from  making  a  decision  on  the  spot 
about  wind  and  sea  conditions,  and  1  assume  thereby  also  avoiding 
possible  liability.  But  1  guess  I  just  feel  it  should  be  something  we 
encourage  only  when  conditions  warrant. 

And  how  safe  do  we  want  to  be  anyhow?  1  don’t  hang  glide  or 
mountain  climb,  I  haven’t  surfed  Ocean  Beach  in  the  winter  in  years, 
but  I  do  wear  a  PFD  when  sailing  shorthanded  or  on  the  ocean.  I 
honestly  don’t  see  a  need  for  everyone  to  wear  a  PFD  every  time  they 
race. 

Yes,  shit  happens.  So  you  do  what  is  practical  to  reduce  the 
chances  of  it  happening  and  the  consequences  of  it.  But  if  you  truly 
want  to  be  safe,  just  stay  home. 

Mike  Weaver 
Kelika 

Northern  California 

Mike  —  Actually,  most  accidents  occur  at  home.  Slips  in  bathtubs, 
falling  down  stairs,  fingers  caught  in  the  garbage  disposal.  If  you  want 
to  be  truly  safe,  stay  in  bed  —  and  don't  have  sex! 

ftftPRUDENCE  CALLS  FOR  EARLY  AVOIDANCE 

In  the  December  issue,  Sean  Kellythorne  reported  on  an  incident 
at  Channel  Islands  Harbor  during  which  an  allegedly  unprofessional 
skipper  of  a  180-ft  workboat  almost  ran  his  boat  over.  After  reading 
his  side  of  the  story,  we  have  to  wonder  who  had  been  in  the  right. 

First  of  all,  Kellythorne  stated  that  the  larger  vessel  was  "bearing 
about  110°  on  our  starboard  bow".  Let’s  hold  it  right  there.  Where 
exactly  is  110°  on  a  boat’s  bow?  Does  he  mean  the  workboat  was 
bearing  20°  abaft  the  beam  of  Kellythorne’s  boat?  Second,  we’re  not 
sure  if  Kellythorne  was  under  sail  or.ppwer.  If  he  wasn’t  under  sail, 
then  that  gives  the  workboat  rights.  Though  Kellythorne  states  that  he 
was  "sailing  an  Islander  sailboat  toward  the  Channel  Island  Harbor", 
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FULL  SERVICE  BOATYARD 


Gas/Diesel  Engine  Service 
Electrical  Repair  &  Installation 
Mast  &  Rigging  Repair 
Fiberglass  Blister  Work 
Fiberglass  &  GelCoat  Repairs 
Sandblasting/Painting/LPU 
Towing  Service 


Shipwrights  -  Caulking  &  Carpentry 

Prop  &  Shaft  Work 

Insurance  Work  Welcome 

USCG  Cert.  Welders  -  Steel/Aluminum 

Indoor  Paint  Facility 

Chandlery 


HAULOUTS  ON  SHORT  NOTICE 
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Leam  to  Sail 


with  a  Friend 
and  SAVE  BIG  $$ 


Complete  3-Class  Package 
For  Just  $595*  (regularly  $995) 


•  Basic  Keelboat 

3  days  of  Instruction 
Mid-week  Weekend 

$295  $395 

•  Basic  Coastal 
Cruising 

3  days  of  Instruction 

$445 

•  Bareboat 
Chartering 

2  days  &  overnight 

$595 


Other  schools  offer  2-class  packages  through 
Basic  Coastal  as  low  as  $695  -  so  do  we! 


Go  all  the  way  to  BAREBOAT! 

ONLY  Tradewinds  takes  you  all  the  way  to 
bareboat  chartering ,  3  classes  for  '$99$-  $595! 


^February  Special 

$595  per  person  (min.  of  two) 
Come  alone  and  still  save...  $795  single 

Offer  good  for  first  Q  people  in  February 


|  Nobody  Offers  More  Sailing  for  Less.  | 


Sailing  Club  -  Sailing  School 


COMMITTED  TO  EXCELLENCE  AND  VALUE 


Certification 

System 


1-800-321-TWSC  (8972)  •  (510)232-7999 

Brickyard  Cove  •  e-mail:  tradwinds@msn.com 

,  9  SERVING  AND  TEACHING  SAILORS  FOR  OVER  34  YEARS 
k.  A 


we  readers  have  to  assume  that  he  was  under  sail.  To  merely  state 
that  he  was  'sailing'  is  not  enough  to  know  whether  he  was  under 
power  or  sail.  As  stated  in  The  Sailing  Dictionary  by  Adlard  Coles,  to 
'sail'  can  mean  "to  leave  a  harbor,  weather  under  sail,  power,  or  oars.” 

Even  if  we  grant  Kellythorne  was  under  sail,  it’s  not  clear  whether 
the  workboat  was  restricted  in  its  ability  to  maneuver.  If  it  was,  then 
Kellythorne’s  Islander  was  lower  on  the  right  of  way  pecking  order, 
and  he  should  have,  given  way.  The  same  would  be  true  if  he  was 
sailing  across  a  channel  and  the  workboat  was  proceeding  up  or  down 
channel. 

Finally,  we  agree  with  your  response  that  he  needs  to  treat  these 
vessels  with  some  deference.  You  can’t  trust  that  there  is  someone  on 
the  bridge  watching  or  that  you  will  be  a  target  picked  up  on  the 
ship’s  radar.  No  matter  who  has  the  right  of  way,  prudence  calls  for 
early  avoidance  of  any  possible  close  encounter.  As  a  matter  of 
professional  nautical  courtesy,  we  often  tip  our  hats  to  these  working 
stfffs  and  get  out  of  their  way.  As  Red  Pig,  an  old  friend  of  ours,  says, 
"Right  of  way  extends  up  to,  but  not  through,  the  other  vessel." 

Paul  Jones,  Pacifica 
Douglas  Holmes,  Alameda 
v 

Paul  &  Douglas  —  We’re  not  sure  we  understand  the  relation  of 
the  two  vessels  either,  but  we  think  Kellythorne’s  primary  complaint 
was  that  nobody  was  on  the  bridge  of  the  workboat.  That’s 
inexcusable. 

We  subscribe  to  your  notion  of  nautical  courtesy.  Whenever 
possible,  we  get  the  heck  out  of  the  way  of  commercial  traffic  as  early 
as  possible,  and  we  try  to  do  it  in  such  a  way  that  is  clear  to  the  other 
skipper.  We  also  believe  in  a  tip  of  the  hat  to  commercial  mariners.  It 
doesn’t  take  much  effort  and  usually  brings  smiles  to  their  faces. 

MNOT  THE  SUM  TOTAL 

I  don’t  know  Sean  Kellythorne’s  age,  but  since  the  1970s 
"maintain  course  and  speed"  has  not  been  the  sum  total  of  a  stand-on 
boat's  job.  Paragraph  (a)  (ii)  of  Rule  17  —  added  in  the  1980  Inland 
Rules  —  allows  all  stand-on  boats  to  take  their  own  avoiding  action 
as  soon  as  it  becomes  clear  that  the  give-way  boat  is  doing  less  than 
required  to  avoid  them  ("take  early  and  substantial  action").  Indeed, 
para.  (a)(ii)  replaced  the  ego-driven  'right-of-way',  to  help  defuse 
developing  situations  such  as  the  one  Sean  described,  by  keeping 
boats  far  enough  apart  that  an  offending  give-way  helmsman  might 
need  binoculars  to  see  which  actual  finger  his  miffed  stand-on 
counterpart  raised. 

The  main  problem  is  one  of  education  at  all  levels,  from 
California’s  correspondence  course,  to  Marine  Police  training,  to 
Captain’s  License  Prep.  Rule  17(a)(ii)  is  rarely  taught,  and  'right  of 
way'  often  invalidly  replaces  it.  As  a  result,  safety  suffers  —  as  proven 
by  Kellythorne’s  admitted  conduct  in  his  letter.  But  those  of  us  who 
know  and  use  Rule  17(a)(ii)  are  made  much  safer  by  applying  it. 

Maybe  Latitude  can  help  spread  the  word.  Lean  on  your  boating 
law  administrator  in  Sacramento  to  do  a  better  job  of  teaching  the 
rules  of  the  road. 

Jim  Battye 
Stevensville,  MD 

B1TA  MAR  DE  CORTEZ  IN  Z-TOWN? 

I’m  a  sailor,  avid  reader,  and  Ha-Ha  wanna-be  living  in  Rain  City 
—  although  the  post  office  calls  it  Vancouver,  Washington .  I  love  your 
rag,  and  thought  you  might  answer  a  question  for  me. 

■I  sometimes  go  to  Cabo,  and  when  I  do  I  stay  at  a  place  a  block 
from  the  Giggling  Marlin  called  the  Mar  de  Cortez.  The  rates  are 
about  $33  to  $43  per  night  for  a  single.  It’s  very  clean,  family  run, 
and  has  a  pool,  bar,  and  other  amenities.  Other  than  the  Hacienda, 

I  think  it’s  one  of  the  oldest  hotels  in  Cabo.  A  nice  place  for  the 
money,  and  one  that  I  highly  recommend. 

Now  my  question:  Is  anyone  familiar  enough  with  Z-town  to  know 
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Cameron  International 

"Professional  Yacht  Management  &  Consulting" 


SPARCRAFT 

•  Custom  carbon  rigs 
•Aluminum  Spars 

•  Carbon  spinnaker  poles 

•  Ocean  Series  (ISOMAT) 

•  Pneumatic  vang  systems 

•One  designs:  J/35,  J/24,  Mumm  36 
•Anodization  &  powder  coating 


Cameron  Internationa! 

•Standing  &  running  rigging 

•  Power  &  Yacht  maintenance 

•  Electrical  service  &  system  installations 

•  Rig  Replacement 

•  Insurance  work/repairs 

•  Rig  inspections/tuning 

•  Deck  layout  &  design 

•  Dockside  service 


For  further  information  or  to  discuss  your  current  boating  needs 
contact  Peter  Cameron  or  Andrew  Whittome  at 

(510)530-5277 

"When  quality  and  service  count" 


CHARTS -GUIDES 
BOOKS  -  MAPS 

•  Our  large  inventory  of  charts  covers  most  of 
the  world  from  60  South  to  60  North. 

•  CHART  REPRODUCTIONS  $6.50 

•  Marine  Books,  Cruising  Guides,  Government  Publications. 

•  Study  Guides  for  all  Coast  Guard  Licenses. 

•  Maps  of  most  foreign  countries.  Road  &  street  maps  of  U.S. 
cities  and  states.  California  topographical  maps.  Wall  maps. 

PLENTY  OF  FREE  PARKING 
WE  WELCOME  PHONE  ORDERS 


r Celebrating  our  22nd  year!  ^ 


2540  Blanding  Avenue,  Alameda,  CA  94501 

PHONE  (510)  523-5726 

FAX  (510)  523-5798 


/ 


£ 


KISSINGER  CANVAS 


% 


Marine  Canvas  &  Interiors 

STEVEN  KISSINGER 


(510)  825-6734 


•  Biminjs 

•  Boat  Covers 

•  Cushions 

•  Sail  Covers 

•  Headliners 

•  Awnings 


DODGERS 


ENCLOSURES 


Window  covers 
included 


Side  handrails 
& 

Window  covers 
included 

Free  Estimates  and  Delivery 


J 
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SELF-STEERING 

select  the  right  gear  for  your  boat 

^^ONITOR 

Stainless  Servo  Pendulum- 

The  only  windvane  in  BOC 

(7  of  11  boats  in  the  50  ft.  class) 


M^CLDUD 

Monitor  Emergency  Rudder 
Conversion  Kit 

auto-helm 

Auxiliary  Rudder/Trimtab 


Sayc’s  Rig 

Pendulum  Trimtab  on  main  rudder 

Navik 

Double  Servo  Pendulum 

Free  28  page  crash  course  on  self-steering  and  loaner  video. 


FACTORY  DIRECT  432  South  1  St  Street 
.  rntw  in  Richmond,  CA 94804-2107 
SCANMAR  Tel:  510215-2010 
mnarauaxu  Fax:510215-5005 

selfsteer@aol.com 


The  End 


...to  Cold,  Damp,  Drippy  Condensation. 

No  more  mopping  up  moisture  or  putting  on  soggy 


damp  clothing. 


_ |  ow,  with  DRYAIR,  you  can 

keep  you  r  boat  as  fresh  and  liveable 
as  your  home.  The  DRYAIR  | 
dehumidifier  controls  moisture,  and 
keeps  yourcabin  free  from  stench, 
musty  odors  and  mildew. 

DRYAIR  is  nsi  a  conventional 
dehumidifier. 

•  COMPACT  12"  x  12"  x  15"; 
yet  circulates  150  cubic  ft.  of 
air  per  minute. 

•  LIGHWEIGHT Only  28  lbs; 
easy  to  handle  and  move. 

•  STAINLESS  STEEL 
CABINET  Unit  will  not  rust  or 
corrode. 

•  NO  WHEELS  OR  LEGS  Will 
sit  flush  on  counter  top  or 
shower  floor  and  drain  directly 
into  sink  or  hatch. 

•  CONTINUOUS  DRAINING 
No  drain  pan  to  empty  or  shut 
down  when  full. 

•  ENERGY  EFFICIENT  Power 
use  equivalent  to  a  150-watt 
light  bulb. 


This  Unit  Works 
GUARANTEED! 


$319 


includes 
shipping  & 
handling 


A  Small  Price  to  Pay  for  Comfort. 

Mighty  Dry 

415-461*1 192 

Fax  415*461*1 187 


if  there’s  a  similar  kind  of  hotel  there?  I’ll  be  going  down  around  the 
first  week  in  March  to  lounge  around,  and  can’t  —  and  won’t  —  pay 
$130-$200  per  night  for  a  room  I’m  rarely  in.  I’d  check  with  A  travel 
agent,  but  they  don’t  normally  deal  in  these  kinds  of  places. 

Phil  Ackerman 
San  Juan  24,  Beach  Music 
Vancouver,  WA 

\ 

Phil — The  Mar  de  Cortez  has  been  a  favorite  of  ours  for  nearly  20 
years.  The  funky  bar,  the  pleasant  courtyard  with  pool,  the  ability  to 
hear  people  having  sex  three  rooms  down  the  way  —  it’s  all  part  of 
the  charm.  Unfortunately,  they’re  sprucing  her  up  a  little  too  much  for 
our  taste.  And  what  ever  happened  to  the  cruiser-budget-friendly  $14 
rooms? 

IVe  can’t  give  you  the  name  of  a  particular  hotel  like  the  Mar  de 
Cortez  in  Z-town,  but  you’ll  find  plenty  of  moderate  and  low  cost 
accommodations.  And  when  you’re  talking  low  cost  in  mainland 
Mexico,  you’re  talking  less  than  half  of  anything  you  can  find  at  the 
Cape.  All  the  Lonely  Planet  guidebooks  are  excellent,  and  if  you 
check  the  one  for  Mexico,  we’re  sure  it  will  direct  you  to  a  couple  of 
good  options  for  places  to  stay. 

Ma  correct  business  relationship 

I’d  like  to  praise  the  folks  at  Simpson-Lawrence  for  their  customer 
service.  In  1990,  we  mounted  a  second-hand  Simpson-Lawrence  Sea 
Tiger  manual  windlass  on  our  boat.  Through  a  local  dealer,  we 
bought  200  feet  of  ABI  3/8-inch  high  test  chain,  and  then  ordered  a 
compatible  wildcat  from  Simpson-Lawrence.  We  then  left  on  a  cruise 
around  the  world. 

Well,  it  turned  out  that  the  chain  and  the  wildcat  didn’t  quite  fit 
together,  and  as  a  result,  the  chain  would  often  slip  through  the 
wildcat.  At  times  it  was  both  painful  and  dangerous. 

Upon  our  return,  I  discussed  the  problem  with  Simpson-Lawrence 
over  the  telephone.  After  one  more  unsuccessful  attempt  to  find  a 
compatible  wildcat,  I  had  the  opportunity  to  talk  with  Simpson- 
Lawrence’s  Florida  manager,  Tom  Fleming.  He  acknowledged  that 
the  company  doesn’t  manufacture  a  wildcat  for  3/8"  high  test  chain, 
and  assumed  full  responsibility  for  our  problems.  He  offered  us 
special  terms  for  the  3/8-inch  super  link  chain  and  the  appropriate 
wildcat  —  and  a  refund  for  our  previous  one.  I  accepted  the  offer  for 
the  chain,  but  agreed  only  to  exchange  the  wildcat  with  no  refund  — 
I  felt  that  our  Italian  accent  and/or  our  beginner’s  ignorance  in  '90 
might  have  been  a  factor  in  the  long  term  misunderstanding. 

Our  new  chain  and  wildcat  work  great.  But  it’s  even  better  to  be 
able  to  count  on  a  correct  business  relationship.  Thank  you,  Tom 
Fleming,  and  thank  you  Simpson-Lawrence. 

Rosalia  Pavia 
El  Cerrito 

Rosalia  —  Having  a  wildcat  and  anchor  chain  that  aren’t 
compatible  is  —  if  you’ll  excuse  the  pun  —  a  drag.  It’s  also  a  common 
problem  because  one  company’s  318-inch  chain  will  fit  a  wildcat  while 
another  company’s  3/8-inch  chain  will  not.  What’s  worse,  the 
incompatibility  often  doesn’t  make  itself  evident  until  there’s  a  very 
powerful  pull  on  the  windlass.  It’s  usually  worth  buying  a  short  section 
of  sample  chain  and  testing  it  under  load  on  your  wildcat. 

•UttTHE  BURDEN  OF  PROOF  FALLS  ON  YOU 

The  State  of  California  has  changed  the  tax  lien  date  for  property 
in  California  from  March  1  of  every  year  to  January  1  of  every  year. 
This  became  effective  on  January  1.  This  means  that  any  property  — 
including  boats  —  in  the  state  on  January  1  is  subject  to  taxation. 
Boats  are  taxed  as  personal  property  at  1%  of  the  assessor’s  value  — 
which  may  bear  little  resemblance  to  the  actual  value,  high  or  low.  By 
the  way,  you  do  not  have  to  be  a  resident  of  the  State  of  California  to 
be  taxed. 
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THE  SURVIVOR  WATERMAKER  SERIES 


PUR's  new  PowerSurvivor  1 60  gushes  1 60  gallons  of  pure 
drinking  water  per  day  What's  more,  the  1 60  draws  only  1 6  amps 
at  1 2  volts  —  energy  efficiency  that  can't  be  beat  The 
PowerSurvivor  1 60  offers  a  new  level  of  on-board 
luxury  producing  enough  water  to  cook,  clean,  shower 


PUR 


and  drink  to  your  heart's  content  Simple,  reliable  and  affordable, 
PUR  Watermakers  are  perfect  for  cruising  sailors  who  love  the 
freedom  associated  with  having  an  endless  supply  of 
safe  water.  For  more  information  on  our  full  line  of 
watermakers  call  1-800-845-PURE. 


©1995  PUR,  a  division  of  Recovery  Engineering,  Inc. 


2021  ALASKA  PACKER  PL 
ALAMEDA,  CA  94501 
(510)814-8888 
(FAX)  814-9055 
WWW.HFRADIG.COM 
WED  -FRI:  11-6,  SAT:  9-1 


LOCATED  IN  THE 

GRAND  MARINA  MARINE  CENTER 


SHOP  WILL  BE  CLOSED  FEB  7  -25  FOR 
THE  MIAMI  BOAT  SHOW  -  AVAILABLE  BY 
TELEPHONE 


Cruise  Here,  Cruise  There... 


New!  Cruising  Guide  to  SF  Bay 

Bay-area  authors  Bob  and  Carolyn  Mehaffy 
(Destination  Mexico)  introduce  the  most 
comprehensive  guide  to  San  Francisco 
waters  yet.  Whether  inside  the  Bay,  along 
the  coast,  or  up  the  Delta,  stunning  photos 
and  detailed  descriptions  make  cruising  a 
breeze!  Local  history  and  folklore,  too! 


It’s  Back!  Boating  Guide  to  Mexico 


Cruisers  out  there  tell  us  that,  hands  down, 
this  is  the  best  Mexican  cruising  guide 
going.  Gorgeous  color  photos,  concise 
sketch  charts,  and  accurate  (unlike  many 
charts  for  the  waters!)  waypoints  collected 
by  delivery  skippe'rsjohn  Rains  and  Pat 
Miller  make  using  this  book  a  treat. 


Waypoint 

iat:  37°46.70'  N  low.  I22°15.07  W 


For  guides  and  pilots  worldwide,  see  us. 

2051  Grand  Street 
Alameda,  CA  94501 
tel:  (510)  769-1547 
fax:  (510)  769-1573 

WWW. waypoints . con 

_ Tu.-Sat.  10-6 _ 


Cruising  Guides  for  Everywhere! 


/ 
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BRUNOS 

Band 


Bruno's  Island 
Yacht  Harbor 

Isleton 


Berthing  Available 
from  20'  to  70‘ 


•  Friendly  Staff  •  Clean  Facility  • 

•  Security  Gated  Marina  • 

Well  Protected  Deep  Draft  Mooring  • 

•  Full  Service  Boat  Yard  On  Site  • 

(916-777-6698) 


1200  W.  Brannan  Island  Rd.,  Isleton,  CA 
(At  light  #41  on  the  San  Joaquin  River) 

916-777-6084 


Jack  D  Scullion 

Yacht  Services 

510-769-0508  Pager  630-4035 

/"■};) 


Shop  fedlttlM  vo  currently  located  In  Grand  Marina 


rid  Mastercard  accepted 


Your  Epst  Bay  Sj 

-a  ei 


Deck  Layouts 
Harken  and  Scl 

suA 

merit  wlthoi 
Layouts  for 
_  „  salllnj 
Roll  swagln! 
or  316stal 


;t  for  Rigglft^and 

/V 

w 


^  ,  Rewiring 

Charging  systems 
for  cruising 

nlc  Installations 
Troubleshooting 
\  Repairs 
Complete  Systems  design 
race  Inverters 


10%  off 

Work 


Consultations  by  appointment  Monday  through  Saturday  J 


In  practice,  the  County  Assessor  takes  an  inventory  of  each  vessel 
in  the  county  during  the  month  preceding  the  lien  date.  Due  to  the 
Christmas  Holiday,  this  process  may  have  started  months  earlier.  If 
your  boat  is  inventoried  and  the  assessor  can  find  an  address  to  send 
the  bill,  you  will  be  taxed.  The  burden  of  proof  then  falls  on  you  to 
prove  you  were  transiting  the  area,  or  to  establish  a  correct  value  for 
your  vessel  if  you  must  pay.  If  you  are  a  cruiser,  your  rights  may  have 
expired  by  the  time  the  Assesor’s  mail  catches  up  with  you.  The 
county  assessor  may  place  a  lien  on  your  vessel  if  you  do  not  pay  the 
tax. 

Do  not  think  that  the  privacy  of  your  name  and  address  will  be 
withheld  from  the  county  assessor.  Some  marina  managers  give  their 
list  of  vessels  to  the  county  assessor  on  request,  others  do  not.  You 
may  want  to  ask  this  question  before  you  pay  your  hard  earned 
dollars  at  any  marina.  Even  though  the  California  Constitution 
provides  the  inalienable  right  to  privacy,  state  agencies  may  disregard 
this  right  and  share  information  with  the  county  assessor.  Such  is  the 
case  in  San  Diego,  where  even  though  the  U.S.  Customs  Service 
considers  the  information  received  from  inclearing  vessels  to  be 
private,  the  San  Diego  Harbor  Police  do  not  —  they  provide  Customs 
Clearance  information  directly  to  the  San  Diego  County  Assessor. 

My  recommendation  to  all  cruisers  is  to  celebrate  Thanksgiving 
after  you  have  left  California,  and  bypass  San  Diego  altogether. 

With  all  due  respect,  I  have  pending  litigation  in  this  matter  and 
request  that  my  name  be  withheld  from  publication. 

Name  Withheld 
Dallas,  Texas 

•'  * 

Readers  —  The  tax  lien  date  has  indeed  been  changed  from  March 
1  to  January  1.  But  just  because  your  boat  isn’t  in  a  particular  county 
on  January  1  doesn’t  mean  you  won’t  be  assessed  by  that  county.  If 
that’s  where  you  boat  is  "habitually  moored  when  not  in  use,"  that 
county  will  no  doubt  assess  you  the  tax. 

Oddly  enough,  California  counties  interpret  the  property  tax  laws 
in  very  different  ways.  Counties  that  take  a  hardline  approach  will 
assess  your  boat  even  if  you  go  off  on  a  five-year  cruise.  Other 
counties  are  more  moderate.  San  Diego,  for  example,  won’t  assess 
you  if  your  boat  is  gone  for  "a  calendar  year  that  encompasses  two 
lien  dates."  And  then  there  are  the  taxpayer  friendly  counties  such  as 
Marin  that  won’t  assess  you  at  all  if  you  can  prove  your  boat  is  out  of 
the  country  more  than  six  months  a  year.  Depending  on  the  value  of 
your  boat,  it  might  make  sense  to  change  where  she’s  'habitually 
moored'  before  taking  off  on  a  cruise. 

By  the  way,  last  year  the  law  required  you  to  report  personal 
property  only  if  it  was  over  $30,000.  As  of  January  1,  you  only  have 
to  report  it  if  it’s  over  $100,000.  If  your  boat  is  worth  less  than 
$100,000,  one  county  assessor  tells  us,  it’s  the  county’s  job  to 
discover  that  you  have  it  and  that  it  should  be  assessed.  Crazy,  no? 

While  the  Baja  Ha-Ha  fleet  was  gathering  in  San  Diego  in  late 
October,  the  San  Diego  County  Assessor  went  around  collecting  boat 
names  and  ownership  information.  At  the  end  of  January  we  spoke 
with  Don  Cappell  of  the  Assessors  Office  about  what  was  going  to 
happen  to  these  boats.  Cappell  told  us  that  his  office  believes  they’ve 
weeded  out  all  the  true  transient  boats,  and  that  those  boats  won’t  be 
assessed.  In  the  off  chance  they  assessed  you  by  mistake  and  you’re 
now  in  Mexico,  they’ll  send  a  letter  to  your  last  known  address  asking 
you  to  contact  them.  You’ll  have  until  the  last  Friday  in  May  to  do  so, 
and  to  convince  them  you  don’t  belong  on  the  rolls. 

The  one  thing  Cappell  emphasized  is  the  importance  of  responding 
to  such  a  notice.  "We’ll  work  with  boatowners,  and  if  they  write  us  and 
tell  us  why  they  don’t  belong  on  the  rolls,  we’ll  at  least  give  it 
consideration.  The  worst  thing  someone  can  do  is  ignore  us,  because 
we  don’t  go  away.  And  if  the  deadline  passes,  we  have  to  assess  a 
10%  penalty."  If  you  were  in  San  Diego  late  last  year  and  want  to 
make  sure  you  didn’t  get  assessed  by  mistake,  call  Cappell  at  (619) 
505-6094. 
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N  D  E  R  S 


SONAR 


CHART  PLOTTERS 


We^Give  You  The  Power 

here. 


GP1600  Waterproof 
LCD  GPS/ Chart  Plotter 


FAX207 

Weatherfax 

Receiver 


FM2610  VHP  Radio 
FS1502  Single  Sideband  Radio 


F uruno  marine  electronics  offer 
today's  sailors  both  rugged  reliability 
and  technological  refinement.  Plus, 
Furuno's  easy  interface  capabilities 
let  you  share  nav  data  between 
the  cabin  and  cockpit.  It's  the  Furuno 
"Sail  System." 

»  Furuno  compact  LCD  radars  - 

like  the  new  M800  Series  —  incorpo¬ 
rate  waterproof  displays  and  excep¬ 
tional  target  definition  with  light¬ 
weight,  low  profile  antennas,and 
minimal  power  draw.  There's 
also  a  remote  version  available, 


so  you  can  display' your  cabin  radar 
information  at  a  cockpit  helm  station. 

Furuno's  combined  GPS  & 
chart  plotters  with  LCD  displays 

—  like  the  waterproof,  compact 
GP1 600  —  give  you  high  definition 
electronic  charting  for  any  ocean. 
And  only  Furuno  offers  multi-mode 
operation  in  either  "north-up"  or 
"course-up"  chart  formats. 


ffT^n 


Demand  The  Best! 


Furuno's  FS1502  Single 
Sideband  is  rugged,  powerful  and 
ideal  for  long  range  communication. 
When  closer  to  home,  Furuno's 
FM2610  VHF  radio  provides  every¬ 
thing  you  want  in  safety  and  VHF  per¬ 
formance.  For  navigating  around 
weather,  our  FAX207  Weatherfax 
offers  all  fax  frequencies,  automatic 
operation  and  detailed  satellite  images. 
Whether  your  cruises  are  mea¬ 
sured  in  hours  or  months,  demand 
the  power  to  sail  anywhere. 
Demand  Furuno. 


TO  LEARN  MORE,  CONTACT  FURUNO  U.S.A.,  INC.  OR  VISIT  OUR  WEBSITE  AT:  www.FurunoUSA.com 
271  HARBOR  WAY,  SOUTH  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94080  •  PHONE  41  5-873-9393  •  FAX  415-872-3403 


WORLDWIDE  OFFICES:  ENGLAND,  FRANCE,  DENMARK,  SPAIN,  NORWAY,  JAPAN 
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Power 


•  fourcycle 

•  350  thru  1 2,000  watt 
°  quietness  &  reliability 


Equipment 


Nothings  easia. 


2-year  Warranty 


For  optimum  performance  &  safety,  we  recommend  you  read  your  owner's  manual  before  operating 
your  Honda  power  equipment.  Connection  of  generators  to  house  power  requires  transfer  , device  to 
avoid  possible  Injury  to  power  company  personnel.  Consult  a  qualified  electrician. 

Voyager  Marine 

1296  State  St.  •  P.0.  Box 246,  Alviso,  CA  95002-0246 

(408)  263-7633  •  (800)  700-7633  ’ 

Open  Tuesday  thru  Saturday 


Power  In  Tune  With  Nature 


mnraniE 

FOUR  STROKE 
OUTBOARDS 

•  2-90  hp 

•  Quietness 

•  Dependability 

•  Fuel  Efficiency 

•  2-yr.  Warranty 

•  Financing  Available 


Extra  long  shafts  now  available  for  sailboats 


U. 


Voyager  Marine 

1296  State  St. 

P.O.  Box  246,  Alviso,  CA  95002-0246 

(408)  263-7633  •  (800)  700-7633 

Open  Tuesday  thru  Saturday 


HONDA. 

GENERATORS  & 
WATER  PUMPS 


Caribe. . .  Simply  the  best!  Combine 
with  Honda  Four  Stroke  Outboards  1^1 

for  durability,  performance  and  _____  i^rAOTB.cs 
value.  T raditional  models  from  8-16  INFLATABLES 
ft.  and  RIBs  from  8-22  ft.  with 
Hypalon/Neoprene  construction. 

(5  yr.  warranty) 


ibt 

CABLES 


For  optimum  performance  &  safety,  we  recommend  you  read  the  Owner's  Manual  before 
operating  your  Honda  Marine  product.  Always  wear  a  personal  flotation  device  while  boating. 


LETTERS 


^EVERYTHING  WAS  THERE 

Some  stories  need  to  be  told,  and  this  is  one  of  them.  My  wife 
Rachel  and  I,  and  our  good  friends  David  and  Franchesca  Sherrill, 
and  Matt  and  Carolina  Blake,  recently  returned  from  a  cruise  in  the 
Sea  of  Cortez.  While  in  La  Paz,  we  decided  to  skip  dinner  at  the 
Marina  Hotel  and  took  a  taxi  to  town. 

We  had  a  very  nice  dinner.  When  we  asked  for  the  bill,  1  reached 
for  my  wallet  —  bubit  wasn’t  there.  My  initial  reaction  was  that  1  must 
have  left  it  back  in  the  hotel  room.  "Yeah,  yeah,  oh  sure,"  they  kidded 
me,  "it’s  OK,  we’ll  pay  for  you".  After  some  more  kidding,  we  returned 
to  the  hotel. 

As  we  pulled  up  to  the  hotel,  a  bellboy  approached  me  and  asked 
that  1  go  to  the  front  desk.  When  I  got  there,  I  was  handed  a  large 
manila  envelope  —  with  my  wallet  inside.  It  had  fallen  out  of  my 
pocket  onto  the  floor  of  the  taxi!  The  driver  saw  it  and  returned  it  to 
the  hotel. 

Inside  the  wallet  was  over  $500  U.S.,  about  the  same  amount  in 
pesos,  as  well  as  my  driver’s  license  and  all  my  credit  cards. 
Everything  was  there. 

Morris  Leader 
Tiburon 

\ 

Morris  —  That’s  a  terrific  story  —  but  one  that  doesn 't  surprise  us. 
There  are  exceptions,  especially  in  major  tourist  areas,  but  by  and 
large  the  people  of  Mexico  are  wonderful. 

Mlife  is  too  short  for  anything  else 

Greetings  from  the  Annual  Great  Barrier  Reef  Coral  Sea  Spawn  — 
the  world’s  largest  underwater  orgy!  The  event  takes  place  only  once 
a  year,  just  after  the  full  moon  of  November  when  virtually  everything 
inhabiting  the  Great  Barrier  Reef  hopes  to  get  lucky  with  their 
neighbors.  It  goes  on  for  about  three  evenings  in  a  row  between 
sunset  and  moonrise. 

My  wife  and  1  sailed  out  to  Moore  Reef,  which  is  35  miles  from 
Cairns,  where  we  met  several  friends  who  were  camping  on  one  of 
the  commercial  tourist  pontoons.  The  spawning  made  the  trip 
worthwhile:  imagine  a  colorful  courting  dance  featuring  everything 
between  the  sea  floor  and  surface.  The  entire  coral  family  literally 
erupts  with  a  fine  'smoke'  while  ejecting  millions  of  tiny  red  'bubbles’ 
which  slowly  drift  toward  the  surface.  The  coral  couples  who  hit  it  off 
mingle  on  the  surface  before  settling  back  down  to  help  keep  the  reef 
neighborhood  growing. 

In  addition,  many  of  the  reef  fish  also  perform  their  own  distinct 
courting  dances.  Sea  slugs  stand  erect  and  giant  clams  spew  clouds 
of.  .  .  well  —  you  can  call  it  what  you  like  .  .  .  but  the  entire 
experience  was  nothing  short  of  a  mystical  fantasy.  It  was  good  sex  on 
the  grandest  scale,  so  I  recorded  lots  of  it  on  video.  Afterward,  we 
skimmed  some  of  the  'froth'  off  the  surface  and  attempted  to  make 
some  'Sushi  Spawn  Rolls'  to  enjoy  with  our  fresh  prawn  and  fish 
dinner.  Yum!  It  was  great  to  get  back  out  to  the  outer  reef  for  a  few 
days  after  spending  nearly  a  year  tied  up  to  the  dock  in  Cairns  — 
which  is  another  story  entirely. 

I’ve  been  messing  about  with  boats  ever  since  joining  the  Navy 
more  than  20  years  ago,  where  during  a  four  year  enlistment  I  learned 
the  fine  arts  of  aircraft  maintenance,  parachute  rigging,  and  hardhat 
diving.  So  far,  I’ve  worked  my  way  around  aircraft  carriers,  tour  boats 
and  deep  submersibles  utilized  in  oil  exploration  and  oceanographic 
research.  I’ve  worked  on  tour  boats  in  the  Atlantic,  Pacific  and  Indian 
Oceans.  In  all,  I’ve  worked  on  more  than  50  different  vessels,  seven 
of  them  manned  submersibles. 

I  first  became  aware  of  Latitude  when  I  bought  my  first  boat  while 
working  the  oil  rigs  near  Santa  Barbara  during  the  boom  days  of  the 
early  '80s.  My  71  Santana  21  came  complete  with  a  big  stash  of 
tattered  Latitudes,  and  I’ve  been  a  fajthful  reader  ever  since.  1 
eventually  traded  half  of  that  boat  for  a  sports  car  and  a  new  pair  of 
skis. 
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The  Performance  Sailing  School 

1 997  SPRING  TRAINING 

One  Design  Racing  Aboard  J/80  Sportboats 
with  Professional  Coaches 

■  APR.  7-11 

■  APR.  28-MAY  2 

■  MAY  12-16 


P.O.  Box  6890  ■ 

Annapolis  —  (800)  966-9038 


San  Diego,  California  92166 

■  Newport  &  Key  West  —  (800)  343-2255 


CUSTOM  FOAM 


BERTHS  •  BUNKS  •  CUSHIONS 
"Because  You  Care  About  Comfort" 


COMFY  CUSHIONS  FORE  &  AFT 


•  Economical  cushion  replacement/renewal 

•  Free  custom  cutting 

•  Expert  custom  sewing 

•  Largest  selection  of  foam  in  stock 

•  High  quality  marine  fabrics 


FAMOUS  FOAM  FACTORY 


Call  one  of  our  two  locations  today  fora  FREE  estimate! 


2416  San  Pablo  Ave. 
Berkeley 

(510)  841-9001 


Santa  Cruz  Mattress  &  Upholstery 
923  Water  St. 

(408)426-0102 
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LETTERS 


■ 


WE  OFFER  MORE 

COME  AND  SEE  WHY 


- FREE  WEEKEND - 

Two  nights  berthing  at  Oyster  Cove  Marina 

Please  call  or  fax  24  hours  in  advance  to  secure  reservations. 

- (415)  952-0254 - 


, 


. 

. 


Berthing  at  Oyster  Cove  Marina  can 
make  boating  easier,  more  convenient 
and  more  enjoyable! 

Making  boating  easier  -  and  more  fun!  is 
whafca  marina  should  be  all  about.  That's  why 
Oyster  Cove  Marina  rates  number  one  with  many 
Bay  Area  mariners.  It's  an  exclusive  yet  reasonable 
facility  of  2 19  berths,  accommodating  pleasurecraft 
in  slips  30',  32',  36',  40',  44’,  50'  and  60’  in  length. 

Oyster  Cove  is  the  private  Peninsula  marina 
closest  to  Blue  Water  boating.  Want  to  cruise  to 
Sausalito,  lunch  at  Tiburon,  or  sail  to  Angel  Island? 
How  about  a  day's  fishing  outside  the  Gate,  or  a 
weekend  at  the  Delta?  No  other  private  Peninsula 
marina  is  better  situated  or  offers  nicer,  fresher 
surroundings. 

•  Berths  30  feet  to  60  feet 

•  Double  Finger  Concrete  Slips 

•  Water  and  Electricity  Included  in  Slip  Fees 

•  Telephone  Available 

•  Heated  Dressing  Rooms  and  Showers 

•  Laundry  Room  •  Nightly  Security  Patrol 

•  7-Day  Harbormaster  Office 

•  Complimentary  Ice  •  Cable  TV 


ONE  MONTH  FREE  RENT 

with  6  month  lease 

(This  offer  applies  to  all  new  berthers.) 

Call  for  Details 


END  TIES 

Now  available  at  $4.00  per  foot 

„  :RC®VE  marina 

385  OYSTER  POINT  BOULEVARD  #8A 
SOUTH  SAN  FRANCISCO 

(415)  952-5540 


LIVEABOARD  BERTHS  AVAILABLE 

(Limited  Number) 


A  number  of  years  later,  I  got  my  second  boat,  a  classic  ’59 
Santana  22  —  which  I  had  to  salvage  from  both  the  rocks  of  San 
Diego’s  Harbor  Island  and  the  San  Diego  Harbor  Police.  I  tracked 
down  the  legal  owner,  who  seemed  delighted  to  trade  the  boat’s  title 
for  $100.  Six  months  later  —  after  replacing  the  standing  rigging, 
swing  keel,  interior,  electrical  wiring  and  rudder  —  I  took  her  out 
sailing  on  Mission  Bay.  She  was  a  joy  to  sail  and  allowed  me  to  learn 
the  art  of  coastal  navigation  during  several  voyages  south  of  Tijuana’s 
bull  ring.  I  finally  gave  the  boat  to  my  girlfriend  when  I  ran  away  to 
Micronesia  to  manage  a  small  Japanese  tour  submarine  operation  in 
the  Marianas.  My  ex-girlfriend  and  her  husband  still  sail  her. 

Since  then  I’ve  stayed  busy  with  projects  in  Canada,  Bali,  Java 
and  Australia  —  all  the  while  suffering  from  the  'No  New  Latitude 
Blues'.  It  got  me  so  down  that  I  married  an  Australian  'Sheila'  captain 
just  to  be  able  to  hear  some  new  sea  stories.  We  were  both  working 
for  the  same  organization  in  Bali;  she’d  never  met  a  sailing 
submariner  before,  so  I  easily  won  her  heart. 

After  three  years  in  Bali,  I  was  offered  a  pair  of  interesting 
positions  at  the  Hyperbaric  Treatment  Center  and  with  a  new  tour 
submarine  operation  in  Hawaii  —  where  we  bought  and  moved 
aboard  my  third  boat.  She’s  the  Islander  37  pilothouse  sloop 
originally,  owned  by  the  infamous  Carol  Post,  Mistress  of  Beche  de 
Mer  and  the  Keehi  Post  Office.  We  gave  the  boat  a  year  of  overhaul 
and  upgrades,  renamed  her  Polly  Brooks  after  my  mother  —  sorry 
Carol,  but  who  can  cross  oceans  on  a  boat  named  after  a  sea  slug? 

I  soon  quit  my  jobs  and  we  set  sail  on  what  can  only  be  described 
as  the  beginning  of  a  new  way  of  life  —  and  we  couldn’t  be  happier! 
Polly  Brooks  is  dry,  seakindly,  tacks  like  a  rabbit  and  runs  like  a 
greyhound!  She  also  has  the  best  spirit  ever  to  inhabit  a  boat.  The 
sense  of  freedom  we’ve  gotten  from  cruising  is  something  I’d  never 
experienced  before.  No  more  Rat  Race  rules  for  us! 

We  departed  the  Ala  Wai  two  days  before  B.  J.  Caldwell  started  his 
celebrated  circumnavigation,  and  so  far  have  dropped  anchor  in  the 
harbors  and  lagoons  of  Wake  Island,  Saipan,  Rota,  Guam,  West 
Fayu,  Kavieng,  Rabaul,  and  the  Trobriens.  We’re  presently  enjoying 
life  in  Cairns,  which  is  in  the  north  of  Queensland,  Australia.  Both  of 
us  have  been  working  tour  boats  on  the  Great  Barrier  Reef  for  the 
past  10  months.  It’s  been  great,  but  we’ll  be  leaving  soon  because 
after  12  months  the  Australian  Customs  Office  would  confiscate  our 
bond  and  require  us  to  import  our  boat.  The  duty  on  importing  a  boat 
to  Australia  is  40%  of  the  boat’s  value  —  easily  a  year  of  the  cryising 
kitty  —  and  I’d  much  prefer  to  hand  that  sort  of  money  to  a 
bartender.  So  we’ll  be  out  of  here  soon. 

Our  next  destination  is  most  likely  back  to  Indonesia.  We  plan  to 
cruise  and  live  between  Bali  and  Phuket  for  the  next  few  years  while 
exploring  what  used  to  be  Siam,  Borneo,  Malaysia,  Sumatra,  Java  — 
the  Spice  Islands. 

Since  departing  Hawaii,  we’ve  tried  to  be  as  self-sufficient  as 
possible.  Money,  of  course,  is  a  big  issue.  It’s  the  thing  that  enables 
some  to  cruise  and  others  not  to.  To  a  lucky  few  money  may  not  be 
a  concern,  but  for  us,  making  ends  meet  while  cruising  has  always 
been  a  bit  of  a  job. 

Aboard  Polly  Brooks,  it’s  always  been  a  case  of  feast  or  famine  — 
at  least  in  port.  For  no  matter  what,  you  still  always  have  to  buy  food, 
beer,  fuel,  oil  filters,  smokes,  sandpaper,  and  occasionally  need  to 
rebuild  the  engine,  buy  or  fix  propellers,  batteries,  rigging,  electronics, 
sails,  and  so  forth.  All  while  as  a  stranger  in  a  foreign  land. 

We  left  the  Aa  Wai  with  less  than  $1,000.  We  still  have  that 
$1,000  —  mostly  because  of  hard  work  along  the  way  mixed  with  a 
bit  of  fishing,  home-brewing,  and  harmless  'importing'.  Several  of  our 
cruising  destinations  have  been  chosen  purely  because  of  job 
opportunities  or  offers.  In  truth,  we’ve  always  been  able  to  find  good 
jobs  when  we  needed  them.  But  without  question,  the  best  money¬ 
making  tools  we  brought  have  been  two  sewing  machines  and  our 
captain’s  licenses.  '  s 

The  sewing  skills  I  learned  in  the  U.S.  Navy  have  really  served  us 
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7 or  the  look  that  says  built-in. 

Not  bolt-on. 


How  integrated  can  a  wheel  autopilot  be? 

Take  another  look! 

The  Autohelm  ST  4000’s  unique  integrated 
design  banishes  exposed  belts,  cables,  and 
cockpit  clutter  forever.  It  fits  easily  and  perma¬ 
nently  onto  the  wheel,  giving  you  the  look  and 
•  feel  of  an  inboard  autopilot. 

Autohelm’s  advanced  electronic  intelligence 
gives  you  the  ST  4000’s  big  boat  performance 
using  either  the  control  keypad  or  the  optional 
remote  control. 

Autohelm  and  SeaTalk  are  registered  trademarks  of  Nautech  Limited. 


Using  SeaTalk'y  or  NMEA 
0183,  theyST  4000  is  totally 
compatible  with  Autohelm 
instruments  and  navigation 
equipment  so  there’s  room 
to  expand. 

We  also  offer  the  ST  3000  with 
the  same  advanced  electronics 
and  our  time-tested  external 
drive. 


Send  for  our  catalog, or  talk  to  your  Autohelm 
dealer  today. 


J- 


Raytheon  Marine  Company  Raytheon  Electronics 

676  Island  Pond  Road 

Manchester,  NH  03109-5420  USA  _ 

TEL  1603 1647-7530  Autohelm 

FAX  (603)  634-4.756 


/ 
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LETTERS 


A  worldwide  network  of 
sailmaking  professionals, 
dedicated  to  the  single 
goal  of  building  faster,  better  sails. 


Now,  get  local  service  with  global 
support.  Call  your  local  sail 
professionals  today. 


Ph  415-347-2540 
Ph  415-347-0795 
Fax  415-347-0856 

1 125  N.  Amphlett  Blvd. 
San  Mateo,  CA  94401 


Peter  Winter 
Morgan  Larson 
Patrick  Andreasen 
Joe  Rushka 
Kyle  Thomas, 


Global  Reach. 
Global  Reputation. 

A  Division  of  Leading  Edge,  Inc. 


well.  Everyone  needs  things  sewn  from  time  to  time:  covers,  sails, 
cushions  and  harnesses.  The  two  machines  and  hand-stitcher  we  have 
aboard  have  made  thousands  of  friends,  favors,  and  cases  of  beer  in 
nearly  every  port  we’ve  dropped  anchor.  If  anyone  needs  a  custom 
awning,  harness  or  drogue,  or  something  repaired  —  look  me  up! 

As  for  our  licenses,  Helen  has  a  Master  Class  IV  ticket  issued  in 
Australia  after  she  drove  several  big,  high-speed  wavepiercers  and 
hovercraft  all  overQzzy’s  east  coast  for  years.  I  hold  a  USCG  100  ton 
Master’s  ticket  with  endorsements,  and  hope  to  finalize  my  Master  V 
within  the  next  few  months.  By  the  way,  nearly  everyone  agrees  that 
the  U.S.  Coast  Guard’s  licensing  process  is  a  bit  of  a  joke.  The  prime 
criteria,  'sea  time'  requirements,  are  based  on  the  assumption  that  by 
the  time  a  seafarer  has  spent  enough  years  working  on  boats  he/she 
would  have  absorbed  and  witnessed  enough  to  realize  the  seriousness 
of  carrying  passengers  or  cargo  for  hire.  The  Coast  Guard  exams  in 
no  way  determine  a  person’s  seamanship  ability  and  are  primarily  a 
test  of  a  person’s  memory  of  the  rhymes  and  rules  —  plus  a  bit  of 
navigation. 

Here  in  Australia,  the  licensing  of  captains  is  taken  seriously.  The 
procedure  starts  with  912  days  of  documented  sea  time  and  a  good 
number  of  specific  courses.  The  candidate  must  also  demonstrate  the 
ability  to  handle  a  vessel  by  performing  'touch  and  go'  dockings  with 
whatever  boat(s)  the  examiner  deems  appropriate,  in-water  MOB 
rescue  techniques,  actual  launching,  righting  and  managing  to  get 
yourself  into  a  commercial  life  raft,  and  lighting  off  flares  without 
hurting  your  classmates,  teachers  or  the  boat. 

All  of  these  courses  are  offered  for  low  cost  at  community  colleges 
in  most  port  cities,  which  also  offer  regional  testing  for  mariners.  Only 
once  all  of  that  shit  is  satisfied  are  you  even  allowed  to  sit  for  the 
written  exams.  Once  through  with  the  written  exams,  you  are  still 
required  to  sit  through  an  oral  examination  with  the  Regional 
Harbour  Master  —  who  alone  has  the  ultimate  say  oyer  your  career 
while  working  in  his  port. 

The  Australian  Department  of  Transport  also  requires  all  seafarers 
to  possess  a  standardized  Record  of  Service  booklet,  with  entries 
made  at  the  time  of  joining  and  leaving  a  vessel.  All  entries  are 
verified  by  the  master  or  owner,  and  then  ratified  by  the  Regional 
Harbour  Master  every  three  months.  There  are  some  bits  I  do  not 
agree  with,  but  it’s  definitely  a  higher  standard  than  I’ve  seen  in  the 
States  and  elsewhere. 

Nobody  would  ever  accuse  me  of  running  a  tight  ship  —  nearly 
every  person  who  leaves  the  dock  aboard  my  boat  gets  to  raise  and 
trim  sails  and  spend  time  at  the  wheel  —  but  I  take  being  a  captain 
seriously.  Every  time  a  hat  blows  off,  I  call  for  a  MOB  drill.  When 
making  long  voyages,  we  perform  singlehanded  MOB  drills  early  on. 
Anyone  voyaging  on  with  us  knows  the  locations  and  use  of  the  fire 
extinguishers,  thru-hull  fittings,  radios,  pumps  and  first  aid  kits.  Self- 
preservation  is  why  I  take  the  time  to  show  my  crew  all  the  ropes. 

By  the  way,  I  salute  every  skipper,  licensed  or  not,  behind  big  boat 
or  small,  bristol  or  shithouse.  I  give  way  a  bit  to  everyone  out  there  — 
even  when  I’m  the  stand-on  vessel  —  in  order  to  prevent  close 
quarters  situations  from  developing.  The  most  important  thing  is  for 
us  to  simply  enjoy  ourselves  while  we’re  out  there,  keeping  out  of 
each  other’s  way,  and  making  port  safely.  Life  is  too  short  for 
anything  less! 

I  love  everything  about  your  fine  publication  —  except  your  foreign 
subscription  policy  —  but  I’ll  work  that  out  somehow.  You  are 
providing  a  good  outlet  and  open  forum  to  crusty  old  salts  and 
wannabes  alike.  Latitude  is  a  good  way  to  keep  up  with  new  trends 
and  old  friends,  so  good  on  ya  mates,  keep  up  the  good  work. 

P ,S.  Looks  like  our  Bali  plans  are  gonna  be  put  on  hold.  My  wife 
just  scored  a  skipper’s  job  on  the  Melanesian  Discover  up  in  Papua 
New  Guinea.  Guess  I’ll  be  singlehanding  up  to  Madang. 

Kirk  McGeorge  and  Helen  Risk 
Islander  37,  Polly  Brooks 
 Cairns,  Australia 
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OWN  A  SLIP... 

SAVE  MONEY  &  EARN  EQUITY! 

Save  1  /3  of  your  rental  cost 
when  you  own  your  own  boat  slip. 

Own  a  piece  of  San  Francisco  Bay 
and  enjoy  big  tax  savings  as  a  slip  owner. 

Emery  Cove  Yacht  Harbor  is  the  only  marina  on 
the  Bay  with  FEE  SIMPLE  dockominium  ownership. 

The  best  investment  in  boating  today  - 
let  us  show  you  how! 


(510) 

428-0505 

3300  POWELL 
EMERYVILLE 
CA  94608 


OR  RENT... 

COMPETITIVE  RENTAL  RATES! 

Rental  rates  from  $5.25  to  $5. 75/ft. 

50'  slips  available  now  -  only  $262.50/month. 

North  Star  Yacht  Club  and 
Baywind  Yacht  Sales  on  premises. 
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LEARN 

SOMETHING 

NEW 

Or  brush  up  on  skills  that  may  have  become  rusty. 
Start  making  your  dreams  of  cruising  a  reality,  learn 
the  art  of  navigation.  Cass’  Marina  has  been  offering 
year  round  sailboat  rentals  and  lessons  for  36  years. 
But  that’s  not  all  we  offer. . .  Join  us  for  our 
Wednesday  night  and  Saturday  afternoon  seminars. 

£  Coastal  Piloting  and  Navigation  with  Capt.  Lee  Roberts. 

This  popular  seminar  is  an  overview  of  the  basics  of  coastal  pilot¬ 
ing  and  navigation.  The  topics  include  thorough  use  of  the  tide 
and  current  book,  making  calculations,  chart  reading,  use  of 
compass  and  compass  correction,  the  use  of  tools  of  navigation, 
course  plotting,  position  finding,  and  piloting  techniques. 

4  sessions,  $140  per  person.  Wednesday  nights  -  on-going. 

&  Celestial  Navigation  with  Glen  Melnik. 

This  seminar  is  taught  both  in  the  classroom  and  on  the  water. 

The  first  3  hour  session  is  an  Introduction  to  the  Sextant.  Class  is 
limited  to  4  people  and  is  $75  per  person.  The  second  part  of  this 
series  is  taught  on  the  water  in  a  6  hour  session,  noon  sights 
or  celestial  bodies  will  be  covered:  3  hours  of  sextant  practice 
and  3  hours  of  plotting.  Classes  scheduled  any  Saturday,  with  4 
students.  Class  is  limited  to  4  people  and  is  $1 20  per  person. 

^r71  Keelboat 
gJSJ  Certification 
SAiuNG,System 


1702  Bridgeway  (at  Napa  St.)  in  Sausalito. 
Find  us  on  the  Web  -  http://www.sonic.net/cass 


JOIN  US  IN  GREECE,  JUNE  1-16, 1997 
OR 

TURKEY  IN  SEPTEMBER  1997 
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Kirk  &  Helen  —  Your  letter  is  as  all  over  the  place  as  you’ve  been 
all  over  the  globe,  but  we  certainly  enjoyed  it.  VJe  think  you’ve  got  life 
pretty  well  figured  out.  And  won’t  Carol  be  surprised  to  find  out 
where  her  old  boat’s  been! 


No,  'Molly  Brooks',  isn't  on  fire.  That's  a  Papua  New  Guinea  Volcano. 


11 11 FLOATING  SO  HIGH 

I  have  mixed  feelings  regarding  the  St.  Francis  YC’s  new  policy 
regarding  PFDs.  However,  I  feel  it’s  a  move  that  will  someday  be 
looked  on  as  just  common  sense. 

While  crewing  in  the  Woodies  Regatta  on  the  Knarr  Red  Witch  last 
year,  we  lost  a  crewmember  overboard.  Because  other  sailors  had  lost 
their  lives  on  the  Bay,  I  had  recently  purchased  an  inflatable  PFD. 
When  we  missed  picking  up  our  overboard  crewmember  on  the 
second  pass,  and  with  him  showing  much  less  'freeboard'  then  earlier, 
I  inflated  my  jacket  and  jumped  in  after  him.  Both  of  us  were 
recovered  — -  and  we  even  went  on  to  finish  seventh  in  that  race. 

After  we  all  caught  our  breath,  we  discussed  whether  putting  half 
the  crew  in  the  water  was  a  smart  thing  to  do.  We’re  still  not  sure. 
However  the  crewmember  that  fell  over  had  no  doubts  about  how 
glad  he  was  to  see  me  pop  up  next  to  him  —  and  because  of  the  PFD 
floating  high.  He  now  has  a  matching  PFD.  In  a  boat  with  more 
freeboard  than  a  Knarr,  recovery  would  have  been  much  more 
difficult,  as  we  both  weigh  in  the  250-lb  range. 

What  was  more  interesting  was  the  response  of  our  competitors  in 
the  bar  afterwards.  None  had  noticed  when  our  crew  fell  overboard, 
but  many  saw  me  after  I  went  in  because  I  was  floating  so  much 
higher.  Incidentally,  we  were  both  recovered  by  our  own  boat  before 
others  had  time  to  assist. 

I  raced  motorcycles  in  my  youth,  and  still  ride.  And  although  I 
don’t  agree  with  the  helmet  laws,  I  would  never  think  of  riding 
without  one.  I’m  also  sure  that  I’ll  hate  not  being  able  to  strip  down 
to  a  T-shirt  on  the  warm  downwind  legs,  but  I  hope  I  can  learn  to  live 
with  it.  I  also  hope  the  industry  develops  more  comfortable  'personal 
buoyancy'  equipment. 

Name  Withheld  By  Request 
Chile  Dog 
Forestville 

Ml  PART  OF  THE  STANDARD  GEAR 

Commodore  Anderlini’s  announcement  that  the  St.  Francis  YC  will 
require  mandatory  use  of  'individual  floatation'  for  club-sponsored 
events  may  be  cause  for  a  lot  of  grousing  by  some  of  the  more  brazen 
racers,  but  it  makes  plenty  of  sense  tome.  An  inflatable  PFD  buckled 
around  the  waist  has  a  minimal  amount  of  bulk  —  less  than  the  size 
of  two  beer  cans  —  and  can  be  somewhat  conveniently  positioned  on 
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BILGE  MAINTENANCE  SYSTEM 


This  absorbent  sock 
is  not  lazy! 


BIO-SOK  works 
for  you  an  entire  season 
to  absorb  and  elirj  ~ 
fuel,  oil,  and  fumes 
from  your  bilge. 

Then,  it  eliminates  itself. 
All  you  have  to  doJs^* 


mess  -  no  fines! 


o 


Hi 
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Building  2500  •  Pittsburgh,  PA  15220 
(412)  279-9745  •  Fax  (412)  279-1367 

a  subsidiary  of  BIOCONTROL  TECHNOLOGY,  INC. 


/ 
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Seapower 

333  KENNEDY  STREET,  OAKLAND,  CA  94606 

(510)  533-9290 

Fax  (510)  534-0908 


INVENTORY.. 


Largest  selection  of  marine  inboards 
available  -  on  display  in  our  showroom. 

Inventory 
is  just  part 
of  the 
picture. 

Extensive  selection  of  transmissions  in 
stock  and  on  display. 

Expanded  inventory, 
personnel  and  service 
assure  you  of  the  best 
engine  service  in 
Northern  California. 


DIESEL  ENGINE  CLASS 

Service  &  Troubleshooting 
Wed.  Feb.  12  •  6:30-8:30  pm  $25 

ATOMIC  4  ENGINE  CLASS 

Service,  Repair,  Troubleshooting 
Wed.  Feb.  19  •  6:30-8:30  pm  $25 

Advance  Registration  Required  •  Class  Size  Limited 


LETTERS 


either  hip,  the  back,  or  stomach  —  depending  upon  the  kind  of  tasks 
the  crewmember  has  been  given.  Yeah,  it’s  a  pain  —  and  lines  get 
snagged  on  things  like  that,  especially  on  the  foredeck  —  so  keep  it 
under  the  foulies  or  a  loose  shirt. 

The  inconvenience  of  wearing  it  is  forgotten,  however,  when  it 
becomes  part  of  the  standard  gear. 

Tim  Will 

V  .  twillsails@aol.com 

Ml  TESTED  THE  RULE 

I’m  responding  to  the  St.  Francis  YC’s  decision  to  require  PFDs 
during  their  races.  1  gladly  tested  this  rule  during  last  year’s  Big  Boat 
Series  and  Mumm  36  Worlds.  1  wore  a  Musto  life  vest  and  found  it  to 
be  comfortable  and  warm.  When  1  sailed  on  the  Mumm  36,  four  of 
the  crew  wore  lifejackets  when  it  was  windy.  Those  of  us  who  did  felt 
both  safe  and  smart. 

We  all  must  respect  the  dangers  of  the  sea  by  supporting  this  rule. 
We  should  also  thank  the  St.  Francis  YC  for  forcing  the  otherwise  not- 
so-smart  sailors  to  play  it  smart  and  safe. 

So  let’s  all  buck  up  and  put  on  our  PFDs  —  it’s  better  than  being 
fished  out  of  the  water  with  a  net. 

^  Kimo  Worthington 

Northern  California 


MWEARING  PFDs  IS  ROUTINE 

Given  the  strong  winds,  cold  water  and  heavy  traffic  —  both 
commercial  and  pleasure  —  on  San  Francisco  Bay,  I  think  the  St. 
Francis  YC’s  decision  to  require  that  personal  buoyancy  be  worn  by 
all  who  race  is  a  good  one  —  indeed,  it’s  past  due. 

In  similar  types  of  races  in  the  United  Kingdom,  the  wearing  of 
personal  buoyancy  by  all  people  on  board  racing  sailboats  has  long 
been  routine.  We  should  all  get  lifejackets  that  fit  us  comfortably  and 
get  used  to  wearing  them. 

Dick  Rose 

Chairman,  US  Sailing  Racing  Rules  Committee 

Seattle 

^CORRUPTED  TOSHI’S  HARD  DRIVE 

Our  Xephyr  is  not  one  of  those  bare  bones  boats  with  foot  holes 
molded  into  the  transom  for  a  head.  In  fact,  she  has  just  about  one  of 
everything  —  and  until  recently,  that  included  a  virus  in  the  ship’s 
Toshiba  computer.  We  don’t  know  the  exact  port  or  cruiser’s  bar 
where  Toshi’s  virus  was  contracted,  but  we  know  cruising  is  no  fun 
when  a  valuable  crew  member  is  ill.  You  see,  Toshi  manages  our 
charting  plotter,  weatherfax  and  SSB/e-mail.  Without  these  things  we 
are  reduced  to  fumbling  with  paper  charts,  looking  outside  to  check 
the  weather,  and  communicating  with  friends  and  family  using  stamps 
and  pay  phones.  How  ’60s! 

This  virus  was  a  whopper!  It  corrupted  Toshi’s  hard  drive  so  badly 
that  it  had  to  be  replaced  —  luckily  under  warranty.  The  problem  is 
we  were  born  Mac  people  and  Toshi  is  of  the  DOS  persuasion.  In 
addition,  our  computer  backups  were  right  where  we  left  them:  on  our 
'things  to  do'  list.  To  top  it  off,  here  we  were  with  an  empty  hard  drive 
that  needed  to  be  configured  from  scratch  —  and  it  was  Christmas 
day.  Being  cruisers,  we  knew  how  to  handle  a  crisis:  we  went  for  a 
long  bike  ride  and  forgot  about  it  for  a  day. 

We  couldn’t  wait  too  long  because  we  were  itching  to  get  ’south  of 
the  border1.  Even  so,  we  knew  this  problem  would  be  much  easier  to 
resolve  before  we  left  the  States.  Since  I’m  the  crewmember 
performing  all  tasks  not  related  to  wrenches  or  requiring  contortions, 
I  was  asked  to  "fix  the  stupid  thing".  Reloading  Windows  95,  charting 
and  the  weatherfax  software  turned  out  to  be  relatively  straight¬ 
forward.  Things  heated  up  when  it  came  to  the  SSB/e-mail  software, 
however.  .  , 

Getting  the  right  combination  of  com  ports,  interrupt  requests,  and 
such  took  the  better  part  of  two  days  and  five  to  six  hours  on  the 
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Choosing  the  right  sailing 
school  is  more  than  just  finding  a  place 
to  take  a  class.  Sailing  opens  up  a  whole 
new  world  for  you,  your  friends  and 
family.  You  want  to  find  a  facility  that 
gives  you  the  life  style  as  well  as  the 
sport.  OCSC  knows  this  better  than 
anyone!  We  pioneered  the  "club  con¬ 
cept"  17  years  ago.  Our  focus  is  to  pro¬ 
vide  you  with  instant  access  to  every 
phase  of  the  sport  without  requiring 
boat  ownership.  At  OCSC  you  learn 
from  professionals.  You  choose  from 
an  excellent  fleet  of  charter  yachts.  You 
are  certified  to  bareboat  charter  any¬ 
where  in  the  world.  And  you  connect 
with  a  great  group  of  like  minded  en¬ 
thusiasts,  at  social  activities  and  spe¬ 
cial  events.  At  OCSC  you  have  it  all. 

Why  Berkeley? 

Because  sailing  is  a  natural,  sen¬ 
sual  and  intuitive  activity,  the  pleasure 
you  derive  from  it  is  inseparable  from 
the  environment  in  which  you  sail. 
OCSC's  central  San  Francisco  Bay  loca¬ 
tion  places  you  in  sailing  conditions 
that  are  the  envy  of  sailors  nationwide. 

The  steady,  consistent  winds  on 
Berkeley's  Olympic  Circle  create  an 
ideal  training  environment  for  learn¬ 
ing.  At  OCSC,  your  sailing  backdrop  is 
the  beautiful  San  Francisco  skyline,  the 


bay's  most  prominent  islands  and  the 
alluring  Golden  Gate. 

When  chartering  from ,  Berkeley, 
you  are  immediately  in  great  sailing 
conditions  with  your  favorite  destina¬ 
tions  already  in  sight.  Sailor  magazine 
said,  "OCSC's  location  gives  its  sail¬ 
ors  instant  access  to  some  of  the  finest 
sailing  on  the  planet." 

The  Best  Training  Program 

At  OCSC  we  combine  our  extraor¬ 
dinary  location,  the  smallest  class  sizes 
in  the  industry  and  state  of  the  art  equip¬ 
ment  with  a  curriculum  that  is  thor¬ 
ough  and  efficient.  Our  modular  train¬ 
ing  program  consists  of  a  progressive 
ladder  of  individual  classes,  each  dove¬ 
tailed  to  the  next  with  clearly  defined 
expectations  and  certifications.  You 
may  slip  into  the  program  at  a  level 
appropriate  for  your  current  skills. 

Everything  necessary  is  included 
for  your  success:  textbooks  and  collat¬ 
eral  materials,  spray  gear  and  float  vests, 
the  right  boat  for  each  level,  even  your 
lunches  with  full  day  classes  are  pro¬ 
vided.  Bring  your  sunglasses  and  a 
sense  of  adventure,  we  supply  the  rest. 

Great  Instructors 

OCSC  instructors  are  US  Coast 
Guard  licensed  and  US  Sailing  certified 
professionals.  Each  has  been  thor¬ 
oughly  screened  for  outstanding  sea¬ 
manship  and  communications  skills 


(fewer  than  one  in  twenty  instructor 
applicants  make  the  grade).  Then  we 
thoroughly  train  them  in  the  proven 
teaching  methods  OCSC  has  devel¬ 
oped. 

The  twenty-five  men  and  women 
who  make  up  the  OCSC  instructional 
staff  are  simply  the  best  qualified  and 
most  prepared  teachers  in  the  indus¬ 
try.  They  average  at  least  5  years  with 
us.  You  will  find  them  all  to  be  patient, 
caring  guides  who  will  share  your 
enthusiam  and  excitement  about  sail¬ 
ing  and  each  new  skill  you  master. 

The  Full  Service  Club 

OCSC  offers  a  wide  range  of  ac¬ 
tivities  to  make  your  sailing  easy,  fun 
and  economical.  Regularly  scheduled 
events  include  afternoon  picnic  sails, 
moonlight  sails,  weekend  cruises,  semi¬ 
nars,  video  nights,  exciting  vacation 
cruises  around  the  world  and  more. 

These  activities  take  full  advantage 
of  our  world-class  waterfront  facility, 
which  includes  a  two  story  club-house 
with  a  commanding  three  bridge  bay 
view,  fully  equipped  classroom,  and 
sunny  outdoor  deck,  all  set  in  a  land¬ 
scaped  park,  and  all  just  a  few  steps 
from  the  forty  yachts  waiting  at  our 
docks. 

I 

Please  visit  us  anytime  at  your  conve¬ 
nience.  We’ll  take  the  time  to  show  you 
our  facility  and  discuss  your  goals.  You 
will  discover  that  sailing  is  more  than  a 
sport  -  it’s  an  exciting  new  life  style! 


SAN  FRANCISCO  BA  Y 

FREE  BROCHURE  =7}Keelboat . 

(8am-5Pm,  7  days)  MWSZl  Certification 

www.sailors.com/OCSC  sailing  System 

1-800-223-2984 

#  1  Spinnaker  Way,  Berkeley  Marina,  Berkeley,  CA  94710 

February  Special  Save  25%  Call  Today! 
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FOAM 

Mattresses  •  Cushions 

FR€€  CUTTING! 

•  Custom  foam  cut  to  any  size  or  shape  for 
your  bows,  berths,  bunks  and  cushions 

•  Largest  selection  of  foam  in  stock 
extra  firm  to  pillow  soft 

•  Expert  custom  sewing 

20  years  experience,  lifetime  warranty 

•  Quality  marine  fabrics 
marine  vinyls,  Sunbrella,  canvas 

★  10%  OFF  WITH  THIS  HD  ★ 

Ml  ffi€€  €STI(V\flT€S 


(foam  crcations) 

Albany  •  Berkeley 
1120  Solano  Ave. 

(1  block  above  San  Pablo) 

(510)  526-7186 

Hours: 

Mon.-Sat. 

10-6 

Sunday 

11-5 

Concord 

3482  Clayton  Rd. 
(510)  827-3640 
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BOAT  INSURANCE  ONLY 

TRANS-PAKINSURANCEAGENCY 

A  DIVISION  OF  LEISURECRAFT  INSURANCE 

The  West  Coast’s  Largest  Marine  Insurance  Specialist 

v  Specialists  in  Boat/Yacht  insurance  since  1972 
❖  Agreed  Value  Policies 
v  Knowledgeable  claims  department 
v  Three  West  Coast  offices  to  serve  you 

If  you  are  currently  insured  with  a  company  that 
does  not  specialize  in  marine  insurance,  do  yourself 
a  favor  and  take  the  time  to  speak  with  an  agent  who 
knows  boat/yacht  insurance. 

For  a  comprehensive,  competitive  marine  insurance 
quotation,  call  NOW  and  compare  with  the  people 
who  know  and  understand  boating! 

1  -800-779-2425 

Southern  California  Northern  California  Pacific  Northwest 
525  Cabrillo  Park  Dr.,  Ste.  112  7  Marina  Plaza  1010  S.  336th  St.,  Sle.  316 

Santa  Ana,  Cfl  92701  Antioch,  Cfl  94509  Federal  Way,  WA  08003 

(714)547-9324  (510)777-2170  (206)661-6311 

(800)733-5242  (800)779-2425  (800)237-3195 

FAX  (714)  547-8704  FAX  (510)  779-1703  FAX  (206)  661-6281 


cellular  phone.  Steve,  Marilee  and  Rick  at  Waypoint  in  Alameda  were 
gems.  Steve  used  much  of  his  valuable  vacation  time  to  walk  me 
through  each  step  until  1  dreamed  about  configuring  hard  drives  in  my 
sleep.  But  as  this  e-mail  proves,  we  finally  got  it  going  again. 

Needless  to  say  we  are  indebted  to  the  folks  at  Waypoint.  Not  only 
for  their  great  service,  but  for  giving  us  the  knowledge  and  confidence 
to  tackle  a  problem  like  this  anywhere  in  the  world.  Both  Steve  and 
Marilee  are  some  of  the  most  computer-knowledgeable  people  I  have 
ever  had  the  privilege  to  interface  with.  Their  emphasis  on  marine 
applications,  patience,  and  teaching  ability  make  them  a  cruiser’s 
dream  come  true.  Toshi  and  the  rest  of  Xephyr’s  crew  thank  them. 

Becky  and  Lach  McGuigan 
Xephyr,  C&C  Landfall  48 
Mexico 

Mgoals  that  only  the  very  best  can  attain 

The  question  in  the  minds  of  many  people  is  whether  the  Vendee 
Globe  —  which  has  seen  so  much  destruction  and  required  so  much 
outside  assistance  —  should  be  allowed  to  continue. 

Some  feel  that  it’s  not  appropriate  to  ask  the  Search  &  Rescue 
resources  of  South  Africa,  Australia,  New  Zealand  and  Chile  to 
repeatedly  come  to  the  aid  of  racers  in  the  Southern  Ocean.  Why 
should  the  people  of  South  Africa,  for  example,  have  to  bear  the  cost 
of  rescuing  so  many  European  sailors?  Particularly  when  it’s  unlikely 
that  any  European  countries  will  have  to  do  any  rescuing. 

We  should  keep  in  mind  that  most  of  the  costs  of  such  rescues  — 
such  as  the  capital  costs  of  the  equipment,  crew  salaries,  and  so  forth 

—  are  fixed  costs  that  would  be  incurred  even  if  the  Search  &  Rescue 
resources  never  got  off  the  ground  or  left  port.  Most  Search  &  Rescue 
organizations  have  training  missions  where  the  incremental  costs 
associated  with  fuel  and  operating  repairs  are  also  incurred.  In  the 
words  of  the  skipper  of  the  HMS  Adelaide,  which  came  to  the 
assistance  of  two  Globe  competitors,  "This  was  the  best  training 
mission  we  have  had." 

The  Vendee  Globe  represents  the  ultimate  challenge  for  all  sailors. 
The  fact  that  most  entrants  are  French  reflects  more  on  the  sponsor¬ 
ship  available  in  that  country,  than  on  the  amount  of  interest  in  the 
event  by  sailors  all  over  the  world.  The  rules  for  the  race  have  been 
well-crafted,  taking  into  account  the  experience  and  suggestions  of 
participants  from  past  races.  The  current  generation  of  boats 
represent  light  years  of  improvement  over  those  that  took  part  in  the 
original  Golden  Globe  race  that  was  won  by  Robin  Knox-Johhson. 
Today’s  boats  are  bigger,  faster,  and  in  general  more  seaworthy  than 
those  that  have  gone  before. 

As  a  society,  there  is  value  in  establishing  goals  that  only  the  very 
best  amongst  us  can  attain.  We  all  learn  from  their  endeavors.  Every 
sailor  taking  part  in  the  Vendee  Globe  is  aware  of  the  risks.  They  have 
individually  chosen  to  strive  for  the  goal  with  a  clear  understanding 
of  their  own  mortality.  Rather  than  limit  the  event,  we  as  individual 
sailors  should  support  it  —  and  encourage  sponsors  to  support 
American  sailors  so  that  they  can  'be  all  that  they  can  be'. 

Peter  Hogg 
ex-Aotea 
Mill  Valley 

uuhoping  for  deck  space 

Last  spring,  my  Valiant  40  Mo-Betta  and  I  left  Fort  Lauderdale 
hoping  to  make  Antigua  in  time  for  Sailing  Week.  Two  days  out  of  the 
Bahamas,  the  jib  clew  let  go  and  we  lost  a  lot  of  slugs  from  the  luff  of 
the  main.  The  main  and  jib  had  already  put  in  close  to  40,000  miles 

—  most  of  them  during  the  previous  owner’s  circumnavigation  —  so 
I  couldn’t  really  complain.  Nonetheless,  it  was  tough  to  make  progress 
upwind  and  upcurrent  with  just  a  staysail  and  a  double-reefed  main. 

Ninety  miles  north  of  Charlotte  Amalie,  we  hung  a  right  hoping  to 
get  some  quick  sail  repairs  in  St.  Thomas.  We  should  have 
remembered  that  the  Virgin  Islands  run  strictly  on  'island  time'.  So  by 
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Why  Do  Serious  Ocean  Racers  Choose  ALPHA  PILOTS? 

Because  For  Over  20  Years  ALPHA  PILOTS  Have  Delivered  The  High  Performance, 
Reliability,  And  Low  Power  Consumption  These  Competitors  Demand! 

Bill  Stange  -  Olson  30  I  sailed  my  Olson  30  ‘Intense’  in  the  single  handed  TRANSPAC  San  Francisco  to  Hawaii  race  using  an 
Alpha  3000. 1  was  able  to  set  a  new  record  of  1 1 V2  days  beating  the  previous  record  by  1 V2  days.  The  Alpha  pilot  was  critical  to  my 
success.  I  have  used  other  self  steering  systems  but  nothing  offers  the  speed  or  performance  of  the  Alpha  pilot.” 

Dan  Byrne  -  Valiant  40  I  am  happy  to  report  to  you  that  the  Alpha  Autopilot  performed  flawlessly  for  the  entire  BOC  round  the 
World  Race.  I  am  in  awe  of  your  device.  It  functioned  continuously  for  thousands  of  miles  without  faltering,  with  barely  discernible 
power  drain  and  with  sufficient  muscle  to  handle  Fantasy  in  gales  of  60  knots  gusting  to  70.” 

Hal  Roth  -  Santa  Cruz  50  “My  Alpha  auto-pilot  steered  eighty  percent  of  the  time  during  my  27,597  mile  BOC  Round  the  World 
Race.  The  Alpha  pilot  was  excellent  in  light  following  winds  and  the  Alpha  was  also  good  in  heavy  weather  and  steered  my  ultra  light 
Santa  Cruz  50  on  the  day  I  logged  240  miles  under  three  reefs  and  a  small  headsail.  Just  past  Cape  Horn  I  got  into  a  severe  gale  and 
nasty  tidal  overfalls:  again  the  Alpha  saw  me  through  that  terrible  day.  Like  Dan  Byrne  in  an  earlier  race,  I  stand  in  awe  of  the 
performance  of  your  autopilot.  Not  only  were  it’s  operation  and  dependability  flawless,  but  the  power  demands  were  minimal.” 


A  World  Class  Product  Built  In  The  U.S.A. 

Alpha  Systems  Inc.  1235  Columbia  Hill  Rd.,  Reno,  NV  89506  (800)257-4225 


COMPETITIVE 
YACHT  INSURANCE 

Our  Agency 
Can  Offer  You 

True  “All  FTisk”  Coverage 
Special  Rates  for  High  Value  Vessels 
Exclusive  Program  for  the 
Master  Mariners  Association 
Convenient  Installment  Plans 


WINTER  RIGGING -i 
INSPECTIONS/ 
PRICES  IN  EFFECT! 

Standing  and  running  rigging,  custom  made  in 
our  full  service  facility  located  on  the  Alameda/ 
Oakland  Estuary  (docks  up  to  75'  in  front  of  our 
shop).  Whether  you're  looking  for  that  edge  on 
the  race  course,  or  planning  to  circumnavigate 
the  world,  we  can  make  it  happen. 

•  Custom  and  production  masts  and  booms 

•  Wires  swaged  from  5/32"  to  5/8"  in  both  316 
and  304  stainless 

•  Dacron,  Vectran,  Technora,  and  Spectra  fiber 
ropes  custom  covered  and  spliced 

•  Written  rigging  inspections  and  quotes  for 
insurance 

•  Optimization  of  deck  space  using  carefully 
selected  hardware  from  around  the  world 

•  50+  mph  Whaler  Loro  for  fast,  efficient  service 
in  your  dock. 


ROLLER  salts  and  mm  installation 

FURLING  fMUKEN  mBm, 


HANSEN  RIGGING 

2307  Blanding,  Suite  H,  Alameda,  CA  94501 

_ (510)  521-7027 _ 
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SERVING  ALL  YOUR  CANVAS  NEEDS 

Sole  purveyors  of  canvas  products  to  the  Point  Beach  and  Rowing  Club. 

1230  Brickyard  Cove  Road,  Suite  106,  Pt.  Richmond,  CA  94801 
At  Brickyard  Cove  Marina 

'California  Custom  Canvas 


HUNKER  UNDER  A  A 

HARDODGER  FROM  CCC 


•  Composite 
construction  in 
choice  of  colors 

•  Removable 
polycarbonate 
window  panels 

•  Double-strand 
Gore-Tex  thread 

•  1  1/4"  SS  supports 
available 

•  Aft  handrail 


Bottom  Siders 

Cockpit  cushions, 
the  ultimate  in 
good  looks  and 
durability 


(Johnson 


Largest  Johnson  inventory  in  Northern 
California  -  ON  SALE  NOW! 

Complete  Line  of  Small  Saltwater 
Sailboat/Dinghy  Engines 

Long  Shafts  •  High  Thrust  •  Alternator 


Sales  •  Service  •  Parts 


Small  Dinghies 
Tenders 

Aluminum  &  Fiberglass 


"We  buy  and  sell  used 
boats  and  motors" 

-  call  for  latest  arrivals  - 


r  jhe  yyeSj  coast's  ft 1  Boston  Whaler  Customer  Service  Dealer!  ^ 

THE  OUTBOARD  MOTOR  SHOP 

2050  Clement  Avenue  •  Alameda,  CA  94501 
L  (510)  865-9500  A 


LETTERS 


the  time  we  dropped  Mo-Betta’s  anchor  in  Falmouth  Harbor,  Sailing 
Week  had  come  and  gone. 

1  don’t  want  to  miss  it  this  year,  which  is  why  I’ve  enclosed  $600 
for  a  chance  at  deck  space  aboard  Big  O.  At  least  I  know  I’ll  get  there 
on  time,  because  I’ll  be  taking  a  jet. 

Bruce  Ladd 
Redwood  City 

N.  . 

Bruce  —  It’s  with  great  regret  that  we  must  inform  you  —  and  the 
many  others  who’ve  inquired  —  that  Big  O  won’t  be  participating  in 
Antigua  Race  Week  this  pear.  She  was  sold  to  Canadian  buyers  who, 
after  bailing  out  twice,  went  ahead  with  the  deal  in  late  January. 

We  asked  if  the  new  owners  would  be  interested  in  chartering  the 
boat  back  to  us  for  Antigua,  but  they  —  perhaps  wisely  —  declined. 
We’re  giving  some  thought  to  chartering  another  boat,  but  as  Norma 
of  Nicholson ’s  Yacht  Sales  says,  "Sailing  Week  just  won ’t  be  the  same 
without  Big  O."  Indeed  it  will  not  —  and  in  more  ways  than  one. 

Big  O  truly  had  a  magic  that  brought  out  the  best  —  and  wildest — 
in  all  who  sailed  aboard  her.  She  left  a  wide  and  noisy  wake  that 
event  organizers  described  as  "embodying  the  true  spirit  of  Sailing 
Week-  ”  At  this,  the  end  of  a  sailing  era  for  us  at  Latitude,  we  want  to 
thank  all  of  the  hundreds  of  fine  people  who  did  Antigua  Sailing  Week 
races  aboard  Big  O  for  some  of  the  very  best  times  of  our  lives.  Like 
the  boat,  you  won’t  be  forgotten. 

By  the  way,  while  most  of  the  interest  for  'deck  space'  was  for 
April’s  Antigua  Sailing  Week  rather  than  the  Sint  Maarten  Heineken 
Regatta  in  March,  folks  should  not  overlook  the  Heineken.  The  three- 
day  event  has  not  only  been  topping  itself  each  year,  but  it  also  allows 
folks  to  enjoy  the  great  cruising  in  that  area. 

mCAFFOLDING  ON  EL  CAPITAN 

Thank  you,  Richard  Leeds,  for  looking  after  the  interests  of  us 
sailors.  Your  singlehanded  efforts  in  writing  to  yacht  clubs  and  Yacht 
Racing  Associations  on  our  behalf  to  ensure  we  wear  lifejackets  is 
laudable.  Without  the  conscientious  efforts  of  concerned  citizens  like 
you,  we  would  all  be  doomed  to  make  our  own  decisions  regarding 
personal  safety.  I  notice  the  St.  Francis  YC  has  taken  your  lead  and 
adopted  your  rule  at  last. 

Now  that  you  have  some  degree  of  success,  1  suggest  you  spend 
your  efforts  banning  all  racing  sailboats  from  any  latitude  below,  say, 
1/3  their  IQ.  This  will  save  countless  dollars  wasted  by  armed  services 
all  over  the  world  who  spend  their  valuable  war  games  time  and 
needlessly  risk  life  and  limb  looking  for  shipwrecked  sailors.  This  last 
effort  may  take  some  time  for  international  adoption.  1  suggest  in  the 
meantime  you  could  start  a  fund  to  build  scaffolding  up  the  side  of 
Yosemite’s  El  Capitan.  This  will  ease  the  pain  of  those  poor  souls 
who,  for  some  unexplainable  reason,  want  to  risk  their  lives  climbing 
using  nothing  safer  than  ropes  and  small  pieces  of  metal  in  the  rock. 

I  have  absolutely  no  time  for  those  thoughtless  citizens  who  dare 
make  decisions  regarding  their  own  personal  safety.  What  a  wonder¬ 
ful  world  it  would  be  if  we  could  all  rest  at  night,  sound  in  the 
knowledge  that  everyone  was  a  conformist  following  society’s  rules, 
and  no  one  was  taking  risks  and  making  decisions  for  themselves. 

Oh  well,  one  day  it  will  be  a  perfect  world  where  we  can  find  safe 
regulated  food,  clean  regulated  accommodations,  regulated 
transportation,  regulated  drinking  water  (no  dangerous  alcohol), 
regulated  clothing  and  perhaps,  regulated  thinking.  In  the  meantime, 
we’ll  have  to  hope  for  a  little  bit  of  luck  and  a  lot  of  help  from  folks 
like  you. 

Steve  Nurse 
One  Eyed  Jack,  Express  37 
Northern  California 

Readers  —  To  what  degree  should  ^individuals  have  rights  and 
responsibilities?  Not  only  is  it  a  vexing  question,  but  it’s  one  to  which 
there  is  no  correct  answer. 
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PELICAN  HARBOUR  MARINE  DRY  DOCK 

50,000  lb.  capacity  •  65'  length 


•  Complete  Restorations  &  Repairs 

•  Complete  Removal  of  all  Sea  Growth 

•  Bottom  Prep  &  Paint  •  Lift  Rental  Also  Available 

•  Surveys,  Minor  Repairs  •  Zincs,  Props 

•  FULL  INSPECTION  of  bottom,  outdrives,  props  &  hull  condition 

•  PELI  Process:  Compound  &  Sealant  -  Two-Part  Process  (per  quote) 


Hours:  Monday-Friday  8-6  *  Saturday  10-6  •  Sunday  10-5 

-FOOT  OF  JOHNSON  STREET .  SAUSALITO .  CA .  94965 


PRICES  AVAILABLE  ON  REQUEST 
CALL  FOR  YOUR  APPOINTMENT! 

415-331-6703 


HAUL  OUT  YACHT  &  BOAT  SERVICE 
SAILBOATS  AND  POWERBOATS 
COMPLETE  BOTTOM  CLEANING 
WHILE  YOU  WAIT 


SAIL  A  SMALL 
BOAT  DAY 

be  our  guest  at  the 
RICHMOND  YACHT  CLUB 
for  FREE  rides 
in  centerboard  sailboats 
A  March  2,1997  k 


for  information  call  the 
SMALL  BOAT  RACING  ASSOCIATION 
(510)  526-7272 


The  boat  was  super  and  the 
personnel  at  the  Moorings  base 
were  outstanding;  they  did 
everything  they  could  to  make 
our  stay  a  great  one.  We  feel  so 
fortunate  to  have  discovered 
The  Moorings  years  ago. 


Gene  Dewey  •  Rancho  Palos  Verdes,  CA  •  Moorings  510,  Tonga 


No  Matter  Where  In  The  World  Californians  Sail,  The 
Conditions  Are  Always  Ideal  On  A  Moorings  Charter  Yacht. 
Call  Toll-free:  1-888-227-3262. 


TheMoorb 

Caribbean  •  Mediterranean  •  South  Paci/ic 


Sail  the  British  Virgin  islands  on  our 
all-inclusive  "Discovery  Package". 
From  $710  per  person.  Call  for  details. 
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LOOSE  LIPS 


LARSEN  SAILS  OFFERS  MORE 
THAN  JUST  SAILS... 

•  FULL  SAIL  INVENTORIES 

Discuss  your  plans  with  us.  We'll  create 
a  sail  package  to  optimize  your  sailing 
and  fit  your  budget. 

•  FURLING 

Still  one  of  the  best  additions  to  any 
sailboat.  We'll  handle  all  the  details. 
Call  for  a  quote. 

•  SAIL  HANDLING 

Dutchman  is  our  number  one  choice 
for  controlling  mainsail  dousing.  You'll 
never  regret  adding  this. 

Enjoy  your  sailing  more 
this  season  with  sails  from... 


Larsen  Sails 

Designed  for  Speed  -  Engineered  for  Durability 

Dealers  For:  Harken,  Dutchman,  Schaefer,  Profurl,  Furlex 

(800)347-6817 

1041 A  17th  Ave.,  Santa  Cruz,  CA  95062 

Bob  White  •  Kurt  Larsen 
(408)  476-3009  •  Fax  408-479-4275 


* 


Wait  just  a  damn  minute... 

We  got  a  letter  last  month  from  Philistus  Batolo,  who  lives  on  the 
island  of  Nupani  in  the  Solomons.  In  the  envelope,  she  included  a 
note  she  found  in  a  bottle.  It  reads: 

Thrown  over  at  Graciaosa  Bap,  Solomons,  Sept.  6,  1996  from  a 
sibling  ship  to  Big  0-  For  a  free  Latitude  38  T-shirt,  mail  this  to 
Richard  at  Latitude  38  (and  the  address) . 

P.S.  —  Please  dispose  of  litter  responsibly. 

We  appreciate  a  good  joke  as  much  as  the  next  guy,  but  please 
folks  —  don’t  be  doing  stuff  like  this.  True,  there  aren’t  that  many 
Ocean  71s  in  existence  (and  we  think  we  know  which  one  this  came 
from),  but  for  all  we  know,  our  practical  joker  threw  50  bottles  with 
the  same  message  in  the  water.  If  you  find  one,  sorry,  but  this  is  not 
an  authorized  Latitude  thing.  We  can’t  sent  you  a  T-shirt.  We  would 
have  had  that  same  message  for  Philistus,  except  for  the  fact  that 
she’s  8  years  old  and  wrote  to  'Mr.  Richard'  all  the  way  from  the 
Solomon  Islands.  So  hers  is  on  the  way. 


vLost  and  found. 

My  name  is  Geoff  Miller.  I  am  the  owner  of  Union  Grove  Music  in 
beautiful  downtown  Santa  Cruz.  From  time  to  time,  our  distracted 
customers  leave  personal  items  behind.  Occasionally,  they  are  special 
items. 

About  a  month  ago,  a  brand  new  Land’s  End  jacket  was  found  and 
turned  into  the  lost  and  found,  the  jacket  is  an  almost  electric  blue 
with  a  gray  lining.  It’s  so  new  that  the  hang  tag  was  still  in  the  pocket. 

Well,  I  waited  three  weeks  before  seriously  looking  at  this  jacket. 

I  then  noticed  the  words,  "1996 _ Sailing  Champion"  embroid¬ 

ered  on  the  left  front.  Since  I  don’t  even  sail  (in  fact,  I  can’t  even  look 
at  a  sailboat  without  one  of  those  nausea  patches),  I  decided  to  try  to 
track  down  the  owner. 

The  local  yacht  club  didn’t  know  and  referred  me  to  Latitude  38. 

I  hope  that  someone  among  your  readership  will  know  who  belongs 
to  this  lovely  jacket.  Of  course,  anyone  claiming  rightful  ownership 
must  'fill  in  the  blank',  the  size  and/or  provide  convincing  docu¬ 
mentation  for  the  jacket. 

I  can  be  reached  during  business  hours  at  Union  Grove  Music, . 
(408)  427-0679,  Monday  through  Friday. 

Better  than  sailing. 

Well,  not  quite,  but  discovering  new  treasures  ashore  that  you 
(didn’t  know  til  then  that  you)  absolutely  need  for  the  boat  is  a  large 
part  of  the  fun  of  sailing.  And,  for  the  fifth  year  in  a  row,  one  of  the 
best  places  to  do  that  in  February  is  Svendsen’s  Marine  Products 
Showcase  and  Sidewalk  Sale.  This  year’s  edition  will  occur  on  Febru¬ 
ary  22  from  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  at  Svendsen’s  Boat  Works  (1851  Cle¬ 
ment,  Alameda).  As  well  as  the  nifty  stuff  at  the  sidewalk  sale, 
upwards  of  100  manufacturer’s  reps  will  be  on  hand  to  answer  ques¬ 
tions  and  show  off  the  latest  gizmos  and  gilhickies.  There’ll  even  be 
food! 


Damn  the  torpedoes,  let’s  stay  right  here. 

At  its  annual  meeting  in  mid-January,  the  Potomac  Association 
voted  down  a  proposal  to  sail  FDR’s  restored  presidential  yacht  to 
Washington,  DC  later  this  spring.  The  long  trip  to  participate  in  the 
dedication  of  the  new  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  Memorial  would  have 
definite  appeal,  it  was  conceded,  but  it  also  would  have  meant  a  long 
trip  on  short  notice  and,  more  importantly,  the  cancellation  of  several 
months  of  education  programs  and  cruises  in  which  the  Jack  London 
Square-based  ship  is  involved.  As  an  alternative,  the  Potomac 
Association  will  explore  the  possibility  of  sponsoring  an  FDR 
Memorial  West  Coast  Celebration  held  concurrently  with  the  one  in 
the  Capitol. 
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£2  West  Marine 


We  make  boating  more  fun! 


TM 


White  Sta-Set 
Dacron®  Braid 

•  Ideal  for  all  running  rigging 
applications  on  cruising  boats 
and  club  racers 
Examples: 

Size  Model 


3/16" 

1/4" 


Reg./ft. 


121996  22C 


121988  32C 


5/16"  122028  43C 


Sale/ft. 

18( 

270 

360 


'a  West  Marine 

Third  Mate  Fenders 

•  Lifetime  guarantee 

•  Premium  heavy-duty  vinyl 

•  Needle-valve  pressure 
regulation 

•  Heavy-duty  molded  eye 

Model 
5" X  15"  190787 


9 

15 

OK 

8  X  22.5  289514  Lll 


6"  X  18"  190795 


New  World 

Fendergrip 

Fender 

Hanger 

•  Pushbutton  fender 
height  adjustment 

•  Attaches  to  cleats, 
rails  or  lifelines 

•  Accepts  3/8"  to 
1/2"  lines 

Model  247868 


Sale  *14' 


S  Standard 

Communications 

HX-250S  5  Watt 
Handheld  VHF 

•  Programmable  scanner  with 
Channel  16  priority  scan 
•  NOAA  weather  alert 
•  Battery-saver  circuitry 
•  Comfortable  ergonomic  shape 
•  Three-year  waterproof  warranty 
Model  266700 


$259.99 

-sas.oa 

Your  Price 

After  Factory  $00/19: 
Mail-in  Rebate  £o4 


Boat  Soap 

•  Heavy  duty  concentrate 

•  Clean*  all  marine  turfacti 

•  Non-toxic,  biodegradable 
t  In  freah  or  aaltwatcr 


ge  Cleaner 


sludge 

n  freah  or  salt  water 
not  affect  metals. 


All  West  Marine  Brand 
Cleaners,  Waxes  and  Polishes 

Save  now  on  our  entire  line  of  quality  boat  care 
products  and  make  your  boat  look  its  best! 

Example:  One-Step  Fiberglass  Cleaner/Wax  (15  oz.)  Model  492629  Reg  $6  95  Sale  S5.25 


ChargePro 
10A  Portable 
Charger 

•  Three-stage  charging  cycle 

•  LED  status  indicators 

•  Small  enough  to  fit  in  a  toolbox 

•  6'  DC  leads,  4'  AC  cord 
Model  191890 
Reg. $69  99 


Sale  *59‘ 


snKgawBj 

PortaWatt 
Power  Inverters 

•  Run  AC  appliances,  tools,  computers  and 
more  from  your  DC  batteries 
T  High  surge  capacities  prevent  burnouts 

Continuous  o  i 

Output  Model  Reg.  0(116 

3995 
8995 


140  WattS  327645  $49.95 
300  Watts  327650  $99.95 


22  West  Marine 

12V  SeaCel 
Sealed  Batteries 

Examples: 

Size  Model  Reg.  Sale 
U-l  319830  $78.95  G989 

Croup  24  437467  $134.95  119“ 
Croup  27  437475  $159.95  139“ 


HURRY f  SALE  PRICES  GOOD  Jan .  30th-  PeU.2Jrdf  1997! 


MTU 

Wpr\ 


LOW 


Convenient  locations  nationwide 


Oakland . 2200  Livingston  St . 510-532-5230 

Palo  Alto  . 850  San  Antonio  Rd . . 415-494-6660 

Sacramento . 9500  Micron  Ave . 916-366-3300 

-Santa  Cruz . 2450  17th  Ave . 408-476-1800 

Sausalito . 295  Harbor  Dr . 415-332-0202 

New!  San  Francisco . 101  Townsend  St . 415-543-3035 

S.  San  Francisco . 608  Dubuque  Ave . 415-873-4044 

Stockton . 1810  Field  Ave . 209-464-2922 

Honolulu  . Ill  Sand  Is.  Access  Rd . 808-845-9900 


To  order  by  phone 
24  hours 
a  day  call 
1-800-538-0775 


HURRY!  SOME  ITEMS  MAY  BE  IN  LIMITED  SUPPLY!  NOT  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  TYPOGRAPHICAL  ERRORS.  SALE  PRICES  GOOD  AT  OUR  RETAIL  STORES  OR 
THROUGH  OUR  MAIL  ORDER  HOTLINE.  NO  RAIN-CHECKS  ON  CERTAIN  ITEMS  IN  LIMITED  SUPPLY  FIRST-COME  FIRST-SERVED.  SALE  PRICES  IN  EFFECT  TO 
2/23/97.  COPYRIGHT©  1 997  WEST  MARINE 
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5  AIL  me  CLUB 

REDWOOD  CITY 


Spinnaker  Sailing  has  been  teaching  Bay  Area  residents  to 
sail  safely  on  the  Bay  and  around  the  World  since  1980. 


LESSONS  •  CHARTERS  •  CLUB 

i  J  J  AMERICAN®  AUTHORIZED 
SAILING  CERTIFICATION 

HSBI  ASSOCIATION  FACILITY 

Visit  us  at  Redwood  City  Yacht  Harbor 

TheMoorings* 

The  best  sailing  vacations  in  the  world  start  here! 

Let  us  help  you  book  your  next  sailing  vacation. 

SCHEDULED  CLUB  TRIPS  FOR  1997 

St.  Martin  •  April  30  •  May  12 
Tahiti  •  September  7-21 
B.V.I.  •  December  2  -  14 

Call  for  FREE  BROCHURE 

(415)363-1390 


WWW.SPINNSAIL.COM 


EXPERT  AMPAIR  100  WIND  GENERATORS 
GUARANTEED  BY  JACK  RABBIT  MARINE 

□  World's  most  famous  wind  generator . . . 

over  5,000  in  use  everywhere,  even  Antarctica! 

□  World's  most  reliable  ...  the  wind  generator  that 
is  GUARANTEED  AT  ANY  WIND  SPEED! 

□  Permanently  mounted,  on  all  the  time! 

□  50  to  120  Amp-Hours  per  day  in  low  to  moderate 
winds. 

□  Compact  36"  rotor. 

For  36  page  Energy  Systems  catalog  write: 

Jack  Rabbit  Marine 

425  Fairfield  Ave.,  Stamford,  CT  06902 

(203)  961-8133  •  Fax  (203)  358-9250 

anytime 

LOOSE  LIPS 


The  wind  of  my  existence. 

When  Glen  Ellen’s  Rebeca  Krones  recently  applied  to  Oberlin 
College,  one  of  the  criteria  for  acceptance  was  to  write  an  essay  about 
an  experience  that  changed  her  life.  As  it  had  scarcely  been  a  year 
since  she  and  her  family  returned  from  a  year-long  cruise  to  Mexico 
and  Hawaii,  the  subject  matter  was  obvious.  "I  immediately  chose  to 
write  about  our  cruise,"  she  writes,  adding,  "I  was  subsequently 
accepted  about  one  month  ago."  The  following,  entitled  The  Voyage, 
is  the  essay  that  helped  secure  that  admission. 

I  was  16  when  the  voyage  began,  but  its  roots  were  as  old  as  my 
father’s  memory.  He  had  dreamed  as  a  boy  that  one  day  the  stern  of 
his  ship  would  be  pushed  by  a  southerly  swell  toward  a  tropical  island. 
This  dream  indeed  came  true.  It  changed  the  course  of  my  life,  just  as 
a  storm  upsets  the  course  of  a  determined  seacraft.  It  came  and  went 
as  a  storm,  leaving  a  memory  that  now  evokes  a  sudden  rush  of  joy 
in  my  heart. 

My  family  bought  our  boat  Moonship  in  San  Francisco.  Her  masts 
were  down.  Her  hull  was  an  empty  space,  her  seafaring  soul  having 
taken  flight.  She  was  in  desperate  need  of  repair,  longirig  for  the 
ocean.  Through  my  family’s  tears  and  toil,  Moonship  regained  her 
beauty.  The  promise  of  again  feeling  the  deep  blue  water  beneath  her 
keel  brought  her  back  to  life. 

In  October,  1994,  we  set  sail.  Cruising  is  continual  uncertainty.  I 
learned  to  anticipate  variation,  and  became  comfortable  in  at  least  this 
one  monotony.  Life  included  a  gimballed  stove,  home  schooling,  tro¬ 
pical  fruit,  rationing  fresh  water  and  cramped  quarters.  VJe  anchored 
our  boat  in  little  coves  as  we  headed  south.  I  was  entranced  by  sunsets 
that  lingered  gently  in  fiery  hues  above  distant  expanses  of  water.  In 
them  I  felt  my  spirit’s  tangibility,  and  began  to  recognize  I  was  a  vital 
part  of  The  Whole. 

In  April,  1995,  we  sailed  for  Hawaii.  We  had  spent  a  glorious  five 
months  sailing  in  the  Sea  of  Cortez  and  along  Mexico’s  rugged  wes¬ 
tern  coast. 

It  took  21  days  with  no  land  in  sight  to  reach  the  islands.  Those 
days  were  the  scariest  and  most  overwhelmingly  beautiful  I  have  ever 
experienced.  For  one  solid  week  we  had  40-knot  winds  and  20-foot 
seas  that  pounded  Moonship’s  hull  and  brought  me  to  my  knees  in 
supplication  that  we  would  survive.  During  that  time  I  learned  to  rely 
on  a  new  strength  that  I  felt  within. 

Calm  interludes  were  amazing,  especially  at  night.  The  phos¬ 
phorescent  wake  of  our  ship  was  indistinguishable  from  the  myriad  of 
stars  that  looked  so  close  I  felt  I  could  touch  them.  The  dolphins, 
whose  smooth,  dark  bodies  reflected  the  moonlight,  danced  in  and 
out  of  the  water  together  with  flying  fish  along  our  running  hull. 
Complete  silence  was  broken  only  by  the  rustle  of  full  sails,  and  the 
rushing  of  the  ocean  I  had  come  to  know  so  well.  At  those  times  I  felt 
free  and  completely  in  harmony  with  the  universe.  I  cared  about 
nothing  but  the  beauty  that  was  revealed  to  me  so  simply. 

The  voyage  had  shown  me  the  love  I  have  for  life.  I  discovered 
through  the  course  of  our  traveling  that  my  agonies  and  ecstasies  rise 
and  fall  like  sea  waves,  rolling  with  the  surging  of  the  tide.  Knowing 
that  storms  eventually  subside  has  helped  me,  in  times  of  need,  to 
batten  down  the  hatches  of  my  emotions  and  reef  the  sails  that 
capture  the  wind  of  my  existence. 

—  Rebeca  Krones 

Guy  walks  into  the  yacht  club  bar.  .  . 

And  orders  three  beers.  Sitting  alone  and  chuckling  occasionally, 
he  drinks  them  down  one  by  one.  When  the  bartender  asks  what’s 
going  on,  the  guy  says,  "My  best  two  sailing  buddies  moved  away  and 
I  miss  the  fun  we  had  together  at  the  bar  after  the  races.  So  every  now 
and  then  1  have  a  beer  for  each  of  us  and  think  about  the  good  times." 

Several  weeks  later,  the  man  returns,' but  this  time  he  orders  only 
two  beers.  Remembering  the  story,  the  bartender  asks  if  something 
happened  to  one  of  the  guy’s  old  sailing  buddies. 

"No,  they’re  fine,"  he  says.  "It’s  just  that  1  stopped  drinking." 
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Sobstad 


Genesis 

Mainsails  and  Headsails 


Platinum 


TM 


Sobstad 

San  Diego 

2832  Canon  St. 

San  Diego,  CA  92106 

P-(619)  226-2422 
F-(619)  226-0682 
E-Mail 

sobsd@ix.netcom.com 


The  Platinum™  line  of  Genesis1"  structural  sails  utilizes  a  multilayer 
construction.  A  nylon  insert  increases  durability  by  protecting  your  sail 
against  wear  from  creasing  and  impact.  Available  with  high  modulus 
aramid  or  polyester  primary  structure,  the  Platinum™  custom  laminated 
racing  sail  is  engineered  for  broad  wind  range,  in  racing  applications. 

I  Sobstad.  First  in  Technology.  First  in  Value. 

I  Genesis™  racing  sails  will  give  you  the  best  performance  in  the  market. 
They  are  simply  the  fastest,  lightest,  most  stable  racing  sails  available. 

Please  visit  our  new  web  site  at  http://www.sobstad.com 


Please  Call:  George  Gregory 
Charlie  Arms 
Mark  Reynolds 


1-800-576-2782 


The  DC5000 

12- Volt  Refrigeration  by  Sea  Frost 

Sea  Frost,  372  Rt.  4,  Barrington,  NH  03825 
(800)  435-6708;  Fax:  (603)  868-1040 
web:  www.seafrost.com 
e-mail:  SEAFROST@worldnet.att.net 

Bay  Area: 

Anderson  Refrigeration  Co.  ♦  Alameda,  CA  94501 
(510)  521-3111  ♦  Fax:  (510)  523-0916 


f 

\ 

V 

V  ha  m 

Wi  J 

BRISBANE  MARINA 
WITH  EASY  ACCESS  TO 
SAN  FRANCISCO  BAY 


♦  Deep  well  marked  entrant* 

♦  Private  restroom  k  showers 
j  _  f*  AJi  concrete  construction 

J§  2j4  he  ur  security 


PROTECTED  WATERS 

COME  IN  AND  INSPECT  OUR 
MODERN  FACILITIES. 

SLIPS  ARE  AVAILABLE  TO  66FT. 
FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL 
OUR  HARBORMASTER'S  OFFICE 
AT  (415)583-6975 


on  Hwy  101  take  the  Sierra  Ft. 
Pkwy  Marina  Blvd.  exit. 
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SPECIAL  DISCOUNT  ON  THE 
FAMOUS  BAY  BLASTER  SAILS 


EXTENDED  WINTER  DISCOUNT 
ON  ALL  NEW  CUSTOM  SAILS 


We  are  a  full  service  loft 


QUALITY  ALWAYS  WINS! 


Hours: 

M-F:  8:30  -  4:30 

Sat:  9  -  noon 
or  by  appt. 


(415)  332-2510 

300  INDUSTRIAL  CENTER 
BLDG  •  HARBOR  DRIVE 
(Above  West  Marine) 


Adventure  Sailing 


South  Pacific  •  Alaska  •  Hawaii 
Mexico  •  Antarctica 

Advance  skills  underway  while  sailing  aboard 
the  S&S  65  Alaska  Eagle  and  the  Frers  64  Volcano 
to  the  world's  most  spectacular  destinations. 
Stand  watches,  trim  sails,  coastal  and 
celestial  navigation  with  help  from  Coast  Guard 
licensed  skippers.  Offshore  voyages  or 
coastal/island  cruises.  15  years  experience. 


Pt.  Vallarta  to  Manzanillo  March  3-9 
Manzanillo  to  Pt.  Vallarta  March  10  -  16 
Neyvport  Beach  to  Marquesas  May  10  -  30 
Hawaii  to  Alaska  July  19  -  August  6 
Tahiti  to  Hawaii  June  23  -  July  12 
Alaska  Cruises  August 
Other  voyages  available 


Orange  Coast  College  Sailing  Adventures 

1801  West  Pacific  Coast  Highway 
Newport  Beach,  CA  92663 

71 4.645.941 2  Fax  71 4.645.1 859 

email:  kmiller@lib.occ.cccd.edu 
web  site:  http//www.deltanet.com/occsailing/ 

\  J 


LOOSE  LIPS 


From  the  editor’s  desk  (of  Hawaii  Fishing  News). 

For  some  time  now,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  U.S.  Coast 
Guard  vessel  Cape  Washington  has  been  ordering  the  boarding  and 
inspection  of  Hawaii’s  charter  fleet  on  the  high  seas.  After  shadowing 
the  targeted  fishing  vessel  within  a  quarter  mile  for  extended  periods 
of  time,  a  U.S.  Cbast  Guard  Zodiac  is  deployed  with  armed  U.S. 
Coast  Guard  officers  and  sailors. 

Orders  to  ’come  to’  are  given,  and  trolling  lines  must  be  pulled  in. 
Then  the  fishing  charter  is  delayed  from  one  to  two  hours  while  a  rou¬ 
tine  question/answer  session  and  inspection  is  conducted. 

Our  observation  is  that  the  charter  fleet  is  being  made  the  unwil¬ 
ling  participants  in  military  maneuvers  and  training  missions  being 
conducted  by  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard. 

Charter  parties,  who  are  a  large  part  of  Hawaii’s  bread-and-butter 
tourist  industry,  are  the  real  victims  of  these  unjustified,  irresponsible 
uses  of  military  jurisdiction.  In  some  cases,  the  charterers  have 
become  seasick  and  have  had  to  call  it  a  day  after  a  U.S.  Coast  Guard 
inspection  on  the  high  seas.  Other  charterers  have  been  traumatized 
by  the  boarding  and  search  by  personnel  armed  with  rifles.  They  have 
had  difficulty  believing  that  this  happened  on  their  dream  fishing 
vacation  in  Hawaii. 

HFN  does  not  question  the  right  of  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  to 
conduct  safety  inspections,  nor  does  HFN  question  the  value  of  such 
inspections.  HFN  does  challenge  the  practice  of  involving  the  civilian 
fishing/charter  fleet  in  military  exercises  on  the  high  seas  when  in-port 
inspections  can  be  equally  or  even  more  effective  without  discomfort 
and  discourtesy  to  charter  crews  and  valuable  clients. 

—  Hawaii  Fishing  News 

Mr.  Richaud’s  watch.  (From  the  ’96  La  Nioulargue  program.) 

"Born  and  bred  St.  Tropezian  Henri  Soler-Calicot  was,  for  30 
years,  on  board  the  Bailli  de  Suffren,  the  rescue  boat  of  the  SNSM. 
It  was  a  very  robust  wooden  boat  capable  of  gliding  through  or  even 
into  the  higher  waves  like  a  dolphin  at  a  maximum  speed  of  9  knots. 

"'When  I  was  aboard  Bailli,  we  must  have  saved  around  200  lives 
and  picked  up  thousands  of  people  in  difficulty.  For  a  while,  the 
captain  of  Bailli  was  Mr.  Richaud,  a  most  accomplished  and  strong 
sailor,  who  ironically  could  not  swim!  Once  we  had  spent  several  long 
hours  trying  to  get  to  a  drifting  inflatable  off  the  shore  of  Cape 
Camarat.  A  young  man  was  onboard,  the  son  of  a  famou  Belgian 
personality.  The  Mistral  was  blowing  at  over  40  knots  and  there  were 
huge  waves.  We  eventually  managed  to  lift  both  boat  and  man 
aboard  the  Bailli.  The  young  man  had  hardly  set  foot  on  board  when 
he  said,  'I  should  have  managed  on  my  own,  you  know.' 

"Without  hesitation,  Richaud  shouted,  'Throw  him  back  into  the 
sea!1  The  young  man  and  boat  were  thrown  back  into  the  sea,  only  to 
be  rescued  again  a  few  seconds  later,  this  time  eating  humble  pie." 

Pick  one  up  today. 

If  you’re  a  member  of  YRA,  you’ll  soon  be  receiving  the  nifty  new 
Latitude-produced  1997  Northern  California  Sailing  Calendar  and 
YRA  Master  Schedule.  Inside,  you  will  find  literally  everything  you 
need  to  know  about  racing  and  'social  sailing'  in  the  Bay  Area  this 
year  except  where  to  find  parking  space  at  the  yacht  club. 

We’ll  bet  you  never  expected  this  year’s  edition  to  be  bigger  and 
better  than  ever,  but  it  is.  Plus  we  worked  real  hard  on  it,  so  go  put 
and  get  one  and  use  it  if  you  know  what’s  good  for  you.  If  you  didn’t 
get  one  in  the  mail,  look  for  them  near  where  you  pick  up  your  Lati¬ 
tudes.  They’re  the  best  freebie  value  in  the  state  next  to  the  one 
you’re  holding  in  your  hands. 

Riddle  of  the  month. 

As  far  as  we  know,  only  one  small  piece  of  maritime  history  has 
ever  traveled  into  space.  Can  you  guess  what  it  was,  or  even  from 
what  vessel?  Answer  at  the  end  of  Short  Sightings. 
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DOLPHIN  PRODUCTIONS  PRESENTS 

The  Cruising  Lifestyle 


Vol.l 

The  Sea  , 
of  Cortez 

•  San  Carlos 

•  Bahia  Concepcion 

•  Bahia  Sanjuanico 

•  Puerto  Escondido 

•  Bahia  Aqua  Verde 

•  San  Evaristo 

•  Ensenada  Grande 

•  Caleta  Partida 

•  La  Paz  &  Race  Week 


Vol.2 

La  Paz  to  Mazatlan 
&  Puerto  Vallarta 

•  La  Paz 

•  Bahia  Las  Muertos 

•  Mazatlan 

•  San  Bias 

•  Chacala 

•  Puerto  Vallarta 

•  La  Cruz 

•  Punta  DeMita 


Vol.3 

Puerto  Vallarta 
to  Las  Hadas 

•  Puerto  Vallarta 

•  Guadalajara 

•  Lpala 

•  Bahia  Chamela 

•  Bahia  Tenacatita 

•  Melaque 

•  Barra  de  Navidad 

•  Las  Hadas 

•  Manzanillo 


Join  Jerry  &  Mickie  Hallett  in  their  cruising 
adventures  in  Mexico  aboard  their  boat,  “Mickle’s 
Finn-Again”.  See  the  marinas,  anchorages,  cities, 
villages  and  the  people  from  the  Sea  of  Cortez  to 


Las  Hadas- Manzanillo.  Included  are  Latitudes  & 
Longitudes  of  each  anchorage  &  marina,  provisioning, 
fuel  availability,  VHP,  HAM  &  SSB  frequencies,  wind 
and  sea  conditions  and  much  more.  VHS  Video. 


Allow  2-3  weeks  for  delivery  •  Tapes  guaranteed  against  defects 
DEALERS  WANTED 


Contact  your  local  marine  dealer  or  call: 

800-810-3435 


Money  Orders  •  Checks  •  Visa  •  MasterCharge 


I.R.S. 

Tax  Deduction 


WE  NEED  YOUR  HELP! 

Donate  your  vehicle, 

RV  or  boat  in  any  condition, 
running  or  not. 

FREE  TOWING! 


INTERNATIONAL 

HUMANITARIAN 

SERVICES 

needs  your  help  to  continue  to 
feed  and  shelter  homeless 
children  and  their  families 
year-round.  Get  Blue  Book 
value  for  your  vehicle,  running 
or  not.  Make  a  difference  in 
these  children’s  lives  by 
donating  your  vehicle. 


# 

A  little  charity  goes  a  long  way! 


1-800-41 4-HAUL 

Thank  you  for  your  support!  (4285) 


THE 

WATERMAKER 

STORE 


4. 


VMT 


Village  Marine  Tec  and  Aqua  Pro 

•  Reverse  Osmosis  Water  Purification 
150  gallons  day  to  150  gallons  per  minute 

Kubota  Diesel  Engines/Phasor  Generators 

•  100  amp  DC  to  27  kw  AC 

Lasdrop  Shaft  Seals 

•  End  Stuffing  Box  Leaks 

Easily  Installed  In  or  Out  of  the  Water 


Visit  Our  Showroom/Service  Center 
Or  Call  for  Experienced  Personnel  to 
Supply  Your  Needs  at  Competitive  Prices 


61 9^226-2622 

1273  Scott  St.,  San  Diego,  CA  92106 
email:  watermaker@gnn.com 
Division  of  Water  and  Power  Specials 

VMT  Watermaker/Generator  Combo  $8,995 

450  GPD  •  6  kw  •  2  cylinder  diesel 
Other  Combos  Available  -  Call  for  Ouotes 


/ 
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farewell  to  the  vinson 


sail  expo 


The  Bay  Area  bid  a  final  adieu  to  the  nuclear  aircraft  carrier  Carl  Vinson 
last  month.  On  Tuesday,  January  14,  the  last  naval  vessel  homeported  here 
steamed  north  to  her  new  base  in  Bremerton,  Washington.  And  with  her  went 
the  last  active  Naval  presence  on  San  Francisco  Bay  —  a  presence  which 
started  when  Admiral  David  Farragut  steamed  in  to  establish  operations  here 
in  1854.  With  the  closure  of  military  bases  all  over  California  mandated  by 
Congress  several  years  ago,  it  has  been  a  long  and  painful  parting:  come  April, 
the  final  closing  of  the  Alameda  Naval  Air  Station  —  the  carrier’s  home  since 
1983  —  will  have  resulted  in  the  loss  of  an  estimated  40,000  jobs. 

Any  large  naval  vessel  is  impressive,  but  the  Vinson,  America’s  largest 
warship,  is  particularly  so.  She  is  nearly  1,100  feet  long,  more  than  250  feet 
wide,  as  high  off  the  water  as  a  24-story  building  and  sports  a  flight  deck  4.5 
acres  in  area.  Crewed  by  some  3,500  sailors,  the  frequent  comparison  to  a 
'floating  city'  is  a  valid  one  —  the  Vinson  has  her  own  TV  station,  radio  station 
and  daily  newspaper! 

A  number  of  'official'  salutes  accompanied  her  departure,  including  a  fly-by 
of  two  F-18s,  spraying  fireboats  and  flowers  dropped  from  the  Golden  Gate 
Bridge.  But  our  favorite  image  is  the  one  you  see  here  —  a  solitary  sailboat 
escorting  the  great  ship  on  her  last  voyage  out  the  Golden  Gate. 


a  Christmas  surprise 

It  was  a  typically  balmy  Baja  evening,  December  23,  when  Don  Compton 
shoved  off  from  the  Cabo  Marina  in  his  Zodiac.  He’d  come  ashore  to  drop  off 
two  visiting  relatives,  and  now,  about  2100,  he  intended  to  make  a  beeline  for 
his  Pearson  365  ketch  Maui  Kai  that  lay  at  anchor  in  the  outer  harbor,  with  his 
wife  Nancy  aboard. 

Lots  of  people  stay  out  partying  all  night  in  the  wild  clubs  of  Cabo  San 
Lucas,  but  when  Don  didn’t  come  home  that  night,  Nancy  knew  in  her  gut  it 
wasn’t  because  he  had  been  out  reveling. 

As  soon  as  the  daily  cruiser  net  cranked  up  at  8  a.m.,  she  announced  to  the 
fleet  that  her  59-year-old  husband  was  missing.  Neighbors  from  the  Canadian 
vessel  Stefania  shuttled  her  ashore,  where  she  headed  for  Cabo’s  unofficial 
cruiser  hangout,  The  Broken  Surfboard  Taqueria.  Once  it  was  determined  that 
Don  had  not  spent  the  night  with  relatives  and  the  police  knew  nothing  of  his 
whereabouts,  owners  Phil  and  Lucina  worked  to  alert  the  boating  community, 
local  authorities  and  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard. 

By  late  morning  a  posse  of  volunteers  had  mobilized  a  search  of  the 
shoreline  for  any  sign  of  Don  or  his  9-foot  Zodiac.  They  hunted  on  both  sides 
of  the  harbor,  throughout  the  rocky  outcroppings  at  the  harbor  mouth,  and  for 
several  miles  along  the  broad,  sandy  beach.  But  neither  Don  nor  his  dinghy 
were  anywhere  to  be  found.  As  the  hours  passed,  Nancy  and  fellow  cruisers 
began  fearing  the  worst. 

Meanwhile,  Don  was  alive  all  right,  but  he  was  nowhere  near  the  places 
they’d  been  looking.  By  the  time  his  friends  had  probed  the  rocky  grottos  of 
the  Los  Frailes  pinnacles  and  scoured  the  beaches,  he’d  drifted  miles  out  to 
sea,  nervously  riding  atop  his  overturned  inflatable  and  trying  to  convince 
himself  that  he’d  eventually  be  rescued. 

As  friends  would  learn  later,  Don’s  8-horse  outboard  had  been  running 
rough  as  he  approached  the  anchorage,  so  he  slid  all  the  way  aft  to  fiddle  with 
the  carburetor.  Out  of  habit,  he  was  motoring  along  the  seaward  side  of  the 
cluster  of  anchored  yachts,  so  as  not  to  disturb  them.  When  he  finally  got  the 
carb  tuned  up,  he  revved  the  throttle  and  took  off  —  still  seated  well  aft.  But 
just  when  the  boat  started  to  plane,  it  slammed  into  a  steep  incoming  wave 
which  lifted  its  bow  high  in  the  air  and  toppled  Don  out  the  stern.  When  he 
came  up  for  air,  he  found  his  ride  home  had  capsized,  thus  beginning  a  long 
ordeal  in  the  darkness. 

After  putting  on  a  lifejacket  that  had  been  stowed  inside,  he  tried 
repeatedly  to  flip  the  boat  back  upright.  But  after  a  half  hour,  he  realized  it 
wasn’t  going  to  happen.  It  was  about  then  he  realized  that  both  the  wind  and 
tide  were  pushing  him  farther  away  from  the  anchorage.  Dressed  in  only  a  T- 
shirt  and  shorts,  he  was  also  beginning  to  feel  cold. 

continued  outside  column  of  next  sightings  page 


S. 


We  can’t  remember  being  this  excited 
since  the  doctor  handed  us  the  little  bundle 
and  said,  "It’s  a  girl."  The  event  that’s  got  us 
all  a-twitter  is  Pacific  Sail  Expo,  which  sails 
into  Jack  London  Square  April  24-18.  There 
is  no  other  way  to  put  it  than:  You  gotta  go! 

Modeled  after  hugely  successful  Sail  Expo 
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on  the  way 

surprise  —  cont’d 

shows  back  east,  this  is  the  inaugural  west 
coast  venue  for  this  all-sail  event.  An 
advance  scouting  team  sent  to  check  out  last 
month’s  Sail  Expo  in  American  Siberia 
(Atlantic  City,  NJ)  have  tried  tell  us  the  show 
"will  be  like  the  Fall  In-the-Water  Boat  Show, 

continued  middle  of  next  sightings  page 

His  next  thought  was  to  tie  the  painter  around  his  waist  and  attempt  to 
swim  to  the  nearest  boat,  towing  the  dinghy  behind  him.  For  nearly  three 
hours  he  swam,  off  and  on,  until  he  could  no  longer  feel  his  legs.  All  the  while, 
the  lights  on  shore  were  growing  dimmer  as  he  drifted  ever  farther  out.  Finally, 
exhausted,  he  realized  that  rather  than  drown  in  the  attempt  to  reach  shore, 
his  most  rational  option  was  to  climb  on  top  of  the  Zod  and  wait  until  dawn. 

continued  outside  column  of  next  sightings  page 
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SIGHTINGS 


surprise  —  cont’d 


sail  expo 


Surely  one  of  Cabo’s  hundred-odd  fishing  boats  would  see  —  and  rescue  — 
him  in  the  morning,  he  reasoned. 

But  with  his  exhaustion  and  nothing  to  grab  onto,  just  getting  aboard  was 
a  trial.  As  he  drifted  through  the  night  trying  to  hold  on,  waves  continually 
sloshed  over  him.  Despite  the  75-80°  temperature  of  the  water,  constant 
exposure  to  it  in'the  middle  of  the  night  can  be  bone-chilling:  "I  had  never  felt 
this  cold  in  my  life,"  he  would  tell  friends  later.  By  daylight  he  was  shivering 
so  badly  he  could  hardly  hold  on. 

But  as  the  sun  rose,  he  began  to  warm  up  slowly  and  the  prospect  of  being 
rescued  lifted  his  spirits.  From  his  low-lying  vantage  point  just  above  the 
surface,  Don  could  see  plenty  of  fishing  boats  coming  out  from  San  Jose  del 

continued  outside  column  of  next  sightings  page 


times  three  (and  minus  powerboats)."  Now, 
that  September  NCMA  event,  also  put  on  at 
Jack  London  Square,  is  a  such  a  fine  show 
that  we  can  hardly  imagine  Sail  Expo.  But 
the  scouts  are  adamant  about  it. 

We’ll  be  bringing  you  much  more  in¬ 


talk  the  talk. 

We’re  happy  to  see  more  and  more 
people  all  the  time  wearing  lifejackets  or 
other  flotation  while  sailing,  like  these  folks 
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—  cont’d 

depth  previews  as  the  dates  draw  near,  so 
stay  tuned.  In  the  meantime,  for  the  most 
up-to-date  information  on  speakers  and 
exhibitors,  log  on  the  show’s  website  at 
www.sailexpo.com. 


walk  the  walk 


competing  in  last  month’s  Corinthian  YC 
Midwinter  series.  Mark  our  words:  one  day 
it’ll  be  just  like  seat  belts  —  you’ll  feel  weird 
if  you  aren’t  wearing  flotation. 

But  right  now,  the  issue  of  mandatory  life¬ 
jackets  is  still  a  topic  of  some  debate. 
Frankly,  it  surprised  us  to  get  so  many  pro¬ 
lifejacket  responses  from  so  many  rockstar- 
caliber  people  in  our  January  survey.  To  a 
man,  these  are  people  we’ve  watched  sail  for 
years  without  so  much  as  a  floatable  keyring. 

So  we’ve  come  up  with  an  idea.  If  all 
those  'opinion  leaders'  who  wrote  in  really 
believe  in  mandatory  flotation,  then  they 
should  set  an  example  for  the  rest  of  us. 
Whatever  they’ve  done  before,  that’s  in  the 
past.  It  doesn’t  count.  But  in  the  future,  we’ll 
be  keeping  an  eye  out  for  who’s  wearing 
flotation  and  who’s  not.  And  if  you’re  not, 
don’t  be  surprised  to  see  your  photo  appear 
here  —  as  the  Latitude  38  Hypocrisy  Award 
winner  of  the  month. 


. 


surprise  —  cont’d 

Cabo  throughout  the  morning.  But  they  couldn’t  see  him.  Nevertheless,  he’d 
recount  to  us  later,  he  had  faith  that  a  search  for  him  must  already  be 
underway,  and  before  long  he’d  be  spotted. 

If  you’re  lying  on  the  sand  beside  a  pool  bar,  the  heat  of  the  Baja  sunshine 
can  be  nourishing.  But  when  you’re  forced  to  lay  under  it  for  hour  after  hour, 
with  the  water’s  reflection  intensifying  its  scorching  power,  it  is  a  torturous 
enemy.  "By  noon,"  Don  later  recounted, "  The  only  thing  I  could  think  of  was 
fresh  water."  In  desperation,  he 
made  a  final  effort  to  swim  ashore, 
but  after  only  15  minutes,  he  was 
exhausted.  This  time  it  was  even 
harder  to  climb  aboard. 

The  current  appeared  to  be  get¬ 
ting  stronger,  and  with  every  passing 
hour  Don  realized  he  was  drifting 
farther  down  the  coast  and  farther 
out  to  sea.  He  also  knew  he  was  suf¬ 
fering  from  hypothermia  and  dehy¬ 
dration. 

Back  at  the  marina,  a  private 
helicopter  from  the  Cayman  Islands 
motoryacht  Evviva  returned  at  1600 
after  several  hours  of  fruitless 
searching. 

As  the  sun  began  to  sink,  Don 
became  increasingly  depressed  at 
the  prospect  of  spending  another 
night  on  his  ersatz  raft.  "I  wonder  if 
I’ll  survive,"  he  recalls  thinking.  Nancy  and  Don  Compton. 

Just  before  dusk  he  drifted  off  to 

an  uneasy  sleep,  but  was  awakened  by  the  sound  of  an  approaching  plane.  He 
soon  realized  it  was  flying  a  grid  pattern  and  must  be  searching  for  him.  He 
waved  to  it,  but  blanked  out  again  as  it  flew  away.  The  plane’s  roar  awoke  him 
a  second  time,  but  again  it  turned  and  headed  back  to  shore.  He  was  crestfal¬ 
len.  Minutes  later,  though,  the  plane  returned  a  third  time  and  circled  Don,  to 
his  infinite  relief.  A  few  minutes  after  being  spotted  from  the  air,  Don  saw  a 
boat  finally  heading  in  his  direction. 

At  the  same  time,  folks  back  at  the  Broken  Surfboard  were  growing  increas¬ 
ingly  anxious.  They  knew  a  Mexican  Navy  plane  had  been  scrambled  from  La 
Paz  at  1630  —  only  an  hour  before  sunset.  By  1730  they’d  received  prelimi¬ 
nary  reports  from  two  different  sources:  orie  said  a  body  had  been  spotted  and 
another  said  a  dinghy  had  been  spotted.  After  another  long  hour  had  passed, 
however,  Lt.  Andy  Navarro  of  the  San  Diego  Coast  Guard  called  Phil  at  the 
Surfboard  to  report  that  the  Mexican  Navy  had,  in  fact,  rescued  Don. 

While  Phil  kept  his  vigil  at  the  Taqueria,  most  of  the  cruisers  were  at  his 
home,  where'Lucina  was  busy  hosting  her  annual  Cruiser’s  Christmas  Party. 
Due  to  worries  about  Don,  though,  the  mood  had  been  more  somber  than  fes¬ 
tive.  When  Phil  called  with  the  good  news  a  collective  cheer  rang  out  through 
the  neighborhood. 

Don  was  rescued  by  a  fishing  boat  from  the  Hotel  Posada  Real  in  San  Jose. 
The  crew  wrapped  him  in  a  warm  jacket  and  gave  him  all  the  fresh  water  he 
could  drink.  A  few  minutes  later  he  was  transferred  to  a  high-speed  panga  that 
whisked  him  off  to  a  waiting  ambulance.  Scorched  by  .first  degree  sunburn, 
badly  bruised  and  suffering  from  both  dehydration  and  class  1  hypothermia, 
he  was  patched  back  together  at  San  JoSe’s  hospital. 

When  Nancy  arrived  an  hour  later,  she  took  one  look  at  Don’s  puffy, 
sunburned  face  and  banged-up  body,  then  gave  him  a  monstrous  hug  and 
said,  "You’re  the  best  Christmas  present  I’ve  ever  had." 

—  latitude/aef 


Ed.  note  —  The  Comptons  rested  up  over  Christmas  in  a  gratis  slip  at  the 
Cabo  Marina  at  the  insistence  of  managers  Jerry  and  Susan.  They  are  now 
happily  cruising  the  Sea  of  Cortez  —  with  emergency  supplies  in  their  dinghy. 
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the  river  wild 

Those  who  scoff  at  rodeo  as  a  pointless  excercise  in  anachronism  were 
humbly  silenced  by  Joey  Sanchez  last  month.  According  to  witnesses,  this 
part-time  rodeo  cowboy  lassoed  several  runaway  houseboats  during  the  New 
Year’s  floods,  thereby  saving  them  from  breaking  up  ingloriously  against  the 
Dead  Horse  Landing  Bridge. 

The  ferocious  storms  that  pelted  both  the  flatlands  and  the  Sierras  in  early 
January  were  said  to  be  the  worst  in  California  history.  When  these  warm  rains 
caused  the  heavy  Sierra  snowpack  to  melt,  trickles  of  runoff  soon  grew  into 
torrents  of  raging  water  that  overflowed  the  banks  of  the  Sacramento  and  San 
Juaquin  Rivers,  causing  chaos  and  massive  destruction.  In  the  heart  of  the 
Delta  recreational  area,  at  least  two  levees  burst,  sending  docks,  houseboats 
and  small  craft  down  river  as  pilings  were  literally  ripped  out  or  snapped  by 
the  water’s  awesome  force.  That’s  where  Joey  Sanchez  came  in. 

About  8:00  p.m.  on  January  3,  a  levee  on  Dead  Horse  Island  broke  almost 
directly  across  from  the  220-slip  Walnut  Grove  Marina.  The  'implosion' 
instantly  created  a  powerful  vortex  that  literally  sucked  boats  off  the  docks  and 
caused  pilings  to  snap  like  kindling.  A  200-foot  section  of  dock  —  with  boats 
still  tied  to  it  —  was  quickly  pulled  into  the  rapidly  flooding  lowland.  A  cruiser 
shed  with  16  boats  inside  broke  loose,  caromed  off  another  shed,  then  was 
also  sucked  into  the  vortex.  It  was  like  Twister  Goes  to  Sea.  ' 

Two  huge  floating  homes  built  on  cement  barges  had  been  moored  to  a 
dock  that  went  adrift.  One  disintegrated  in  the  torrent,  but  the  other  — 
reportedly  as  elegant  as  Sausalito’s  famous  Taj  Mahal  —  floated  down  to 
Miller’s  Ferry  bridge  and  had  to  be  destroyed.  As  we  understand  it,  a  number 
of  small  craft  and  several  other  houseboats  floated  downriver  to  Guisti’s 
Landing.  Luckily  for  the  houseboat  owners,  Joey  —  apparently  the  Pecos  Bill 
of  the  Delta  —  snagged  them  with  the  finesse  of  a  seasoned  Texas  drover. 

Similar  destruction  had  occurred  on  a  nearby  levee  earlier  in  the  day.  An 
island  area  called  the  Bean  Farm  is  allowed  to  flood  when  big  storms  come. 
In  that  way  it  relieves  some  pressure  from  the  South  Fork  of  the  Mokelumne 
River,  which  is  separated  from  the  farm  by  a  levee.  But  when  that  levee  burst 
about  1:30  on  the  afternoon  of  January  3  —  a  mere  700  feet  upstream  from 
the  New  Hope  Marina  —  the  violent  outrush  of  muddy  water  roared  into  the 
Mokelumne.  Within  minutes,  the  water  level  rose  at  least  two  feet  and  the 
intense  pressure  of  the  upward  surge  ripped  huge  pilings  right  out  of  the 
riverbed.  Virtually  the  entire  dock  area  broke  loose,  sending  a  dozen 
houseboats  and  a  variety  of  smaller  craft  careening  into  the  neighboring  docks 
of  Wimpy’s  Marina  and  on  down  river. 

Luckily,  the  docks  at  Wimpy’s  held  and  most  boats  there  escaped  serious 
damage.  But  as  the  stampede  of  boats  and  lumber  from  New  Hope  rushed 
onward,  they  soon  slammed  into  the  unforgiving  steel  girders  of  the  New  Hope 
Bridge.  It  wasn’t  pretty.  An  unknown  number  of  smaller  craft  continued  down 
river  until  they  eventually  washed  ashore. 

While  much  of  the  infrastructure  of  all  three  marinas  remained  relatively 
unharmed,  it  will  obviously  be  a  long  hard  project  putting  all  the  pieces  back 
in  place  —  especially  for  Dan  Decker,  owner  of  New  Hope,  who  went  through 
similar  travails  in  1986  when  the  same  stretch  of  levee  broke. 

Wimpy’s  co-owner  Russ  Adams,  whose  office,  restaurant  and  bar  were 
spared,  seemed  to  be  taking  the  whole  mess  philosophically  when  we  talked 
with  him  the  next  day:  "With  all  the  'lookie  loos'  that  have  come  to  check  out 
the  damage,  we’re  doing  a  thriving  bar  business,  which  is  softening  the  blow 
financially!" 

latitud  e/aet 


catching  up  with  bj 

Brian  'BJ'  Caldwell,  Jr.,  is  back  from  the  high  seas  and  currently  on  the 
winter  lecture  circuit.  Locally,  he  spoke  at  both  the  Corinthian  and  St.  Francis 
yacht  clubs  last  month,  completing  his  'mainland'  tour  with  two  slide 
presentations  at  Orange  Coast  College’s  excellent  Sailing  Adventure  Series, 
now  in  its  22nd  year. 

How  does  he  like  getting  up  and  talking  in  front  of  audiences?  "It’s  a  lot 

continued  outside  column  of  next  sightings  page 
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“We're  wiped  out, “said  New  Hope  Marina  owner 
Dan  Decker.  His  sadness  was  tinged  with  frus-  " ' 
tration  that  after  the  same  levee  broke  in  '86,  it 
hadn't  been  re-engineered  to  avoid  a  repeat 
performance. 


bj  —  cont’d 

scarier  than  sailing  around  the  world,"  notes  the  21-year-old  Hawaiian. 

Latitude  readers  will  best  know  BJ  from  more  than  a  year  of  dispatches 
which  appeared  in  Sightings.  In  those  first-person  accounts,  all  written  at  sea 
aboard  his  Contessa  26  Mai  (Miti)  Vavau,  he  detailed  a  singlehanded  voyage 
around  the  world  that  began  off  Honolulu  in  June,  1995,  and  ended  there  in 
September,  1996.  Upon  its  completion,  BJ  became,  at  age  20,  the  youngest 
person  ever  to  circumnavigate  alone.  In  one  of  those  strange  quirks  of  fate, 
however,  he  held  that  record  for  less  than  two  months.  It  was  usurped  in  mid- 
November  by  18-year-old  Australian  David  Dicks,  who  sailed  an  S&S  34  from 
Fremantle  to  Fremantle. 

Dicks’  accomplishment  did  not  discourage  BJ  in  the  least.  In  fact,  it  has 
galvanized  his  resolve  to  pursue  his  sailing  goals  —  and  take  it  from  us,  this  kid 
has  goals  —  even  more  fervently.  We  talked  with  Brian  briefly  before  he  flew 
back  home  to  Hawaii. 

What  were  your  feelings  when  you  heard  David  Dicks  had  broken 
your  record? 

At  first  I  couldn’t  believe  it.  I  knew  he  was  trying  for  it,  but  from  what  I’d 
heard,  it  didn’t  seem  that  well  planned.  He  was  going  in  winter,  for  one  thing. 
And  he  had  to  turn  back  and  restart  once.  I  really  thought  he  wouldn’t  go 
through  with  it,  but  he  did.  The  chink  in  his  armor  is  that  it  was  not  unassisted. 

He  had  outside  assistance? 

Yes.  He  had  mail  and  repair  parts  delivered  to  the  boat. 

Have  you  spoken  with  him? 

No,  but  I’d  like  to.  I’d  like  to  talk  to  his  mentor,  Jon  Sanders,  too.  He  has 
the  record  for  three  nonstop  circumnavigations,  back  to  back.  1  was  also 
interested  to  find  out  that  both  David  and  I  completed  our  circumnavigations 
in  boats  that  were  built  the  same  year  we  were  born  —  and  we  both  spent 
exactly  the  same  number  of  days  at  sea. 

What’s  become  of  your  boat? 

We’ve  sold  Mai  (Miti).  The  money  went  to  help  pay  off  bills  for  the  voyage. 
She  was  a  good  boat  and  I  wouldn’t  hesitate  to  do  another  circumnavigation 
with  her  tomorrow.  But  when  I  take  off  next  time,  I  want  something  bigger. 

When  is  the  next  time? 

October,  if  everything  goes  as  planned.  I’m  going  to  borrow  a  friend’s 
Columbia  50  and  go  for  the  youngest  nonstop  nonassisted  record.  Unless  I  get 
a  title  sponsor  who  will  buy  or  build  me  a  Group  Finot  50-footer. 

There  were  a  few  things  you  didn’t  get  to  in  your  dispatches.  For 
beginners,  what  was  the  story  with  that  paint  peeling  off  Mai  (Miti)  ’s 
hull? 

(Laughs)  I  don’t  know!  I  began  to  thirik  maybe  the  boat  was  painted  with 
nail  polish  or  something.  1  do  want  to  make  it  clear  that  that  paint  was  not 
supplied  by  a  sponsor,  though. 

The  thing  is,  it  started  coming  off  right  away,  as  soon  as  I  left  Hawaii.  I  was 
8  miles  out  of  Honolulu  and  I  started  noticing  these  red  flecks  all  over  the 
deck.  I  looked  over  the  side  and  some  of  my  sponsor  names  were  already 
starting  to  come  off!  By  the  time  I  got  to  Vanuatu,  my  first  stop,  almost  all  the 
paint  was  gone  off  the  starboard  side. 

Talk  a  little  about  the  role  your  parents  played  in  the  trip. 

They  were  behind  me  100%.  I  could  not  have  done  it  without  them.  My 
father  worked  full  time  to  help  support  me  and  my  mother  played  PR 
spokesman,  press  liaison  and  cheerleader  all  rolled  into  one.  They  were 
fantastic.  ,1- 

Your  mom  was  a  great  press  contact.  We  hope  she’s  forgiven  us  for 
getting  our  time  zones  mixed  up*  and  calling  her  at  5  a.m.  by 
mistake.  Now  that  you’ve  had  a  few  months  to  put  it  all  into 
perspective,  name  some  of  the  highlights  of  your  15-month  journey. 

The  first  was  the  first  night.  After  all  the  years  of  waiting  and  fundraising, 
it  was  such  a  relief  to  finally  be  going.  Another  was  getting  to  Cape  Town  and 
knowing  the  Indian  Ocean  and  West  African  coast  was  behind  me.  Coming 
home  was  both  thrilling  and  depressing.  Thrilling  in  that  I’d  achieved  my 
dream,  depressing  because  it  was  over.  As  far  as  the  stops  I  made,  each  was 
special  in  its  own  way.  I  hope  to  get  back  to  almost  all  of  them  someday. 
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You  ran  into  a  number  of  other  cruisers  on  your  way,  including 

Lowell  North.  South  African  Anthony  Stewart  (who  circumnavigated 
in  a  19-ft  open  boat)  and  Tony,  the  Korean  singlehander  who  started 
sailing  in  company  with  you  (and  who  eventually  went  on  to  become 
the  first  k*>51o^  of  his  nationality  to  singlehand  around  the  world.) 

What  wr.  .«,«  most  interesting  boat  or  couple  you  ran  into?  ^ 

Well,  know  if  'interesting'  is  the  right  word,  but  I  met  this  English 

continued  outside  column  of  next  sightings  page 

Seems  like  only  a  few  years  ago  that 
Loran  was  'obsolete'.  It  was  going  to  be 
phased  out  by  the  year  2000  and  its  expen- 
sive-to-operate  ground  stations  torn  down. 
But  wait.  Included  in  the  Coast  Guard  Auth¬ 
orization  Bill,  which  was  signed  near  the 
•  close  of  the  104th  Congress  last  year,  was 
$4.65  million  to  update  the  Loran  system. 

■  V:;--:  ,,  i 

_a 


Between  storms,  it's  been  a  lovely  winter  for 
sailing.  Quit  blobbing  and  go  do  some.  And  be 

surf*  tn  hnlrl  vnnr  nncp  rfnm/ntA/inri  rtf  Alratrav 
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from  the  ashes 
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Go  figure. 

A  key  element  of  the  upgrade  will  appar¬ 
ently  be  to  switch  the  transmitters  from 
ground  stations  to  satellites.  So  in  other 
words,  your  old  clunky  old  Loran-C  receiver 
could  triangulate  your  position  the  same  way 
that  a  $200  handheld  GPS  does  now,  except 


continued  middle  of  next  sightings  page 


couple  on  a  beautiful  cold-molded  S&S  40  that  was  almost  all  varnished.  The 
arrangement  they  had  was  that  the  wife  did  all  the  varnishing  while  the 
husband  relaxed  all  day.  At  night,  they  liked  their  vodka.  They  liked  it  so  much 
that  they’d  conver¬ 
ted  a  40-gallon 
water  tank  on  the 
boat  to  hold  noth¬ 
ing  but  vodka. 

When  they’d  check 
into  a  country  and 
customs  would  ask 
how  much  liquor 
they  had,  the  wife 
would  hold  up  one 
half-filled  bottle. 

"This  is  it,”  she’d 
say.  And  all  the 
time,  the  customs 
guy  was  sitting  on 
40  gallons  of 
vodka! 

What  gear 
worked  well 
enough  for  you 
on  that  you’d 
take  it  when  you 
go  again? 

The  Para-Tech  drogue  worked  very  well  in  heavy  going.  I’d  stream  it  aft  to 
keep  the  boat  under  control.  I’ll  definitely  take  another  one  of  those.  My  GPSs 
—  I  had  both  a  Garmin  and  Magellan  —  worked  great  most  of  the  time.  I  had 
a  406  EPIRB  that  I  thankfully  never  had  to  use.  And  the  Monitor  windvane. 
I’m  definitely  putting  one  of  those  on  the  50  before  I  go.  The  one  on  Mai  (Miti) 
was  20  years  old,  but  Hans  over  at  Scanmar  gave  me  all  the  parts  1  needed  to 
update  it.  There  were  times  on  the  trip  where  it  steered  for  weeks  on  end, 
nonstop,  with  no  problems. 

What  will  you  do  differently  next  time? 

Well  for  one  thing,  I’ll  have  a  shorter  boat  name.  Spelling  Mai  (Miti)  Vavau 
phonetically  over  the  radio  got  pretty  old  fast!  (laughs).  I’d  also  like  to  set  up 
a  better  communications  system  so  I  can  send  or  receive  messages  anytime 
from  wherever  I  am.  Of  course,  I’d  like  a  ,radar,  new  sails  and  an  open  50- 
footer,  too.  But  it  will  all  depend  on  how  much  sponsorship  I  get. 

How’s  that  part  going? 

Getting  sponsorship  for  a  sailing  project  in  this  country  is  tough.  For  the 
first  trip,  I  sent  out  100  letters  to  top  companies  all  over  the  United  States.  I 
knocked  on  doors  all  over  Hawaii  for  two  years.  Out  of  all  that,  I  did  get  more 
than  a  dozen  backers  who  donated  either  cash  or  gear,  but  no  title  sponsor; 
no  one  to  fund  one  or  more  legs  of  the  voyage  —  or,  preferably,  the  whole 
trip. 

And  I  don’t  know  if  I’m  going  to  get  that  for  this  upcoming  circumnavi¬ 
gation,  either.  Many  of  the  same  people  who  sponsored  me  the  first  time  have 
agreed  to  come  on  board  again,  and  I’m  very  grateful  for  that.  But  now  I’ve 
proved  myself.  I’ve  shown  I  can  do  it.  I’m  not  just  this  kid,  this  unknown 
quantity  any  more.  Now  I  have  something  to  show  people'  But  there’s  still  not 
a  lot  of  interest.  Like  I  told  everyone  the  first  time,  I’m  going  anyway,  whether 
I  get  a  title  sponsor  or  not.  But  I’d  sure  prefer  to  go  with  one. 

By  contrast,  I’ve  read  that  David  Dicks  had  offers  pouring  in  for  various 
marketing  ideas.  In  one  article,  he  was  referred  to  as,  "the  most  marketable 
face  in  Australia"  after  he  got  back.  His  parents  actually  had  to  turn  away 
companies  wanting  to  sign  him  as  a  spokesman.  But  that’s  Australia  for  you. 
Sailing  means  something  there.  It’s  the  same  in  France. 

What  are  your  long-range  plans? 

I  want  to  follow  in  Mike  Plant’s  footsteps.  I  want  to  do  a  BOC  and  a  Vendee 

Globe  Challenge.  I  want  to  do  The  Race  in  2000  —  the  one  where  the  10 

* 
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THE  PERFECT  SPOT  TO  BERTH  YOUR  BOAT 


Surrounded  by  beautiful  Shoreline  Park  and  adjacent  to 
Sausalito's  largest  supermarket  and  marine  supply?  center 
Plenty  of  free  parking 
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HARBOR 


330  MARINSHIP  W. 

USALITO,  CA  9496 


Superb  Boat  Canvas 


A  Family  Tradition 
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MONTEREY  BAY 


FIBERGLASS 


S\ola<^ 
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Since  1969 


‘ITCHING  FOR  FUN ,J 


no  minimum 
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Complete  line  of  reinforced 
plastic  materials 


G.  Gianola  &  Sons,  Inc. 

400  Harbor  Drive, Sausalito,  CA 

415-332-3339 


Resin 

Epoxy's 

Mat.  Roving.  Cloth 


Distributor  for  "Clark"  surfboard  blanks  and 
sheet  foam.  Experienced  consulting  in  all 
phases  of  reinforced  plastics. 


SERVING  ALL  YOUR  NEEDS  FROM  OUR  NEW 
EXPANDED  FACILITIES: 


1 03 7  1 7th  Avenue 
Santa  Cruz,  CA  95062 
(408)  476-7464 


314  West  Depot 
Bihgen,  WA  98605 
(509)  493-3464 
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ARTIST  JIM  DEWITT 

1  -800-758-4291 

•  Limited  edition  prints 

•  Posters 

•  Custom  prints,  mugs,  shirts  and  cards 

GREAT  GIFT  IDEA! 
Anniversaries,  Valentine's  Day, 
Birthdays,  Mother's  Day,  Father's  Day 

COMMISSION  AN  ORIGINAL 
BY  JIM  DEWITT 

DeWitt  Studio 

1230  Brickyard  Cove  Road,  #200 
Point  Richmond,  CA  94801 

Phone:  (510)  232-4291  •  Fax:  (510)  234-0568 


Three-blade 
folding 
propellers 
for  S  drives 
and  shafts 


MARINE  SERVICE 


■ 


■I 


619  Canal  Street 
San  Rafael,  CA  94901 

(415)  453-1001 
Fax  (415)  453-8460 
1-800-326-5135 


ICE+  REFRIGERATION 

designed  ond  built  by  Gloaer  Boy  | 

•  Simple  to  install  •  Glacier  Bay  quality  * 

•  Up  to  four  separate  holding  plates  from  one 
compressor  (refrigerator  or  freezer) 

•  Six  times  the  cooling  power  of  Adler-Barbour 

•  Four  times  the  cooling  power  of  Technautica 
Systems  start  at  $1895.00  -  Please  inquire. 


ITT  NIGHT  VISION 

•  Generation  2  and  3  models  \ 

•  Made  in  USA.  Night  Mariner 
Night  Quest  and  Night  Cam 

•  Waterproof,  floats! 

•  The  best  night  vision  optics 

•  The  only  marine  night  vision 


XM  YACHTING  QUICKFIT 

•  Our  best  selling  inflatable  PFD 

•  The  most  comfortable  and 
safest  inflatable  lifevest 

•  Meets  ORC  specifications 

•  UV  and  saltwater  resistant 

Both  models  include  harness 
Automatic/ Manual  reg  $129  95  Sale  $99.95 
Manual  with  Harness  99  95  89.95 


CALL  FOR  SPRING  SPECIALS! 


NORTHSTAR  9SIXD 

•  The  ultimate  GPS  system 

•  1000  wpts,  500  routes 

•  On-screen  chartplotting 

•  Built-in  differential 
receiver  for  super  accuracy^ 

951X0  ChartplotterlGPS  Only  $2649.95 
Call  for  94IXD  GPS.  including  $  I00's  in  savings 
on  5-channel  models 

- 


WINCH 

SALE 

Call  for  details. 

10%  OFF 

Get  an  additional  1 0%  off  Defender's 
current  discount  price  on  selected 
sailboat  hardware.  Call  for  details. 

Schaefer,  Harken  ond  other  brands ! 


HANDHELD 

Apeko  CPS 
Eagle  Explori 
Mcgellan  20 > 

Magellan  300l 
Carmin  GPS 
Cor  min  GPS -4 
Micrologic  ML 


1-38  m  95 
l-l  2XL  MM  95 
\COMUOwm -95 

175  m  95 

'OXL  m  95 
OXL  MM  95 

'6000  MM  95 


#  I 

I  ! 

1.  I 

I  | 


VHF  RADIOS  &  SSB 

Icom  /VM  Handheld  VHF  Only  $238.50 

Icom  M7I0  SSB  with  AT- 1 30  Tuner  Low  Prices! 
Call  for  PinOok  Digital  Package  Prices 

Free  8  foot  6  db  Antenna  when  you  buy: 

Apelco  4500VHF-Our  best  selling  VHF  $154.95 
Apelco  5160  VHF-High  performance  1 74. 95 
Apelco  8500  VHF-Proctical  Soilor's  HI  189. 95 


■ 

' 

f 

l 


I 

t 


Orders  800-628-8225  *  Fax  800-554-1616  •  orders@Defehd6rUS.com 
Call  for  Free  Discount  Catalog  •  http:llMrww.DefitnderU5.cam 
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fastest  boats  in  the  world  race  nonstop  around  the  world.  .  .  . 

It’s  funny,  but  the  whole  time  1  was  growing  up  on  my  parents’  boat 
cruising  the  South  Seas,  I  couldn’t  wait  to  get  back  to  'civilization'.  When  we 
finally  did  come  back,  it  only  took  about  a  month  before  I  realized  I  could 
never  live  in  a  bouse.  I  knew  my  life,  the  life  I’d  grown  up  in  and  loved,  was 
out  there  sailing.  And  that’s  where  I’m  going  to  spend  it. 


murder  and  extortion  in  paradise 

Allegations  of  corruption  are  currently  swirling  like  a  building  tropical 
depression  over  the  tiny  Caribbean  nation  of  St.  Vincent  and  the  Grenadines. 
At  the  eye  of  the  storm  is  South  African  cruiser  Alan  Heath,  whose  wife 
Lorraine  was  murdered  aboard  a  boat  anchored  in  Cumberland  Bay  last 
November.  In  the  aftermath  of  the  incident,  Alan  has  waged  an  all-out 
'information  campaign'  to  voice  his  allegations,  not  only  that  his  wife  was 
brutally  murdered  at  the  hands  of  machete-wielding  islanders,  but  that  the  St. 
Vincent  police  bungled  the  investigation,  falsely  accused  him  of  the  murder 
and  eventually  extorted  a  $25,000  bribe  before  releasing  him  and  his<31-foot 
sloop,  Freedom  Flight. 

From  this  distance,  it’s  difficult  to  sort  out  hard  facts  from  hearsay.  All  that’s 
known  for  certain  is  that  the  Heaths  anchored  Freedom  Flight  in  Cumberland 
Bay,  St.  Vincent,  on  November  2,  1996.  (They  were  apparently  on  their  way 
to  St.  Lucia,  but  diverted  to  St.  Vincent  because  of  bad  weather.)  And  that, 
sometime  during  the  night,  35-year-old  Lorraine  Heath  was  killed. 

Alan  Heath  claims  he  went  to  sleep  in  the  main  cabin  around  2100,  while 
Lorraine  stayed  up  reading  in  the  forward  cabin.  He  says  he  was  awakened  by 
his  wife’s  screams  about  0130  as  she  was  being  attacked  by  an  intruder.  Alan 
was  then  attacked  by  a  second  man  who  also  cut  him  with  a  machete,  stole  his 
wallet,  and  then  fled  with  his  accomplice.  Lorraine  was  reportedly  dead  by  the 
time  her  husband  reached  her,  apparently  having  bled  to  death  from  a  stab 
wound  to  the  chest. 

As  troubling  as  the  murder  is,  it’s  only  part  of  the  story.  Heath  alleges  that 
the  police  not  only  failed  to  do  a  proper  investigation  —  they  apparently  didn’t 
even  take  fingerprints  —  but  somehow  botched  his  wife’s  autopsy.  Then  they 
seized  his  yacht  and  accused  him  of  the  murder.  Furthermore,  he  claims  that 
Police  Commissioner  Toussant  received  information  through  Interpol  that  the 
Heaths  had  a  $25,000  life  insurance  policy  on  Lorraine.  The  next  thing  he 
knew,  "I  was  told  if  I  paid  $25,000,  plus  $5,000  in  legal  fees,  I  would  get  my 
passport  back  and  be  released  together  with  my  yacht."  Heath  felt  he  "had  no 
alternative  left,"  so  he  paid  his  own  ransom.  But  not  before  being  forced  by 
police  to  sign  a  document  stating:  "Rumors  that  a  $25,000  bribe  had  been 
paid  by  Alan  Heath  to  the  St.  Vincent  police  were  untrue." 

Pretty  wild  allegations.  But  many  Vincentians  apparently  believe  Heath. 
The  charges  prompted  fearless  columnist  P.C.  Hughes  to  write  in  The 
Vincentian  newspaper  of  "the  rotten  and  corrupt  power  structure  that  has 
evolved  in  this  country."  He  contends,  "My  guess  ...  is  that  the  people  of  the 
.  .  .  area  know  who  killed  Lorraine  Heath." 

These  are  strong  words  indeed  coming  from  an  island  which,  like  all 
formerly-British  island  nations,  was  established  with  the  strictest  respect  for 
law  and  order.  It  is  notable  that  on  Antigua,  another  island  nation  nurtured  on 
British  justice,  the  perpetrators  of  the  1994  quadruple  murder  aboard  the 
Swan  65  yacht  Computacenter  Challenger  were  hunted  down  aggressively 
with  the  help  of  special  agents  from  Scotland  Yard.  The  three  were  captured, 
tried  and  convicted.  They  are  currently  on  death  row. 

As  horrifying  as  these  scenarios  are,  it  should  be  noted  that  such  acts  of 
violence  are  in  no  way  everyday  occurrences  anywhere  in  the  West  Indies. 
Ironically,  however,  the  last  time  a  crime  so  heinous  occurred  in  the 
Grenadines,  it  also  involved  a  yachtsman  —  in  Cumberland  Bay!  It  was  nearly 
20  years  ago  when  Carl  Schuster,  an  American  resident  of  Grenada,  died  of 
wounds  inflicted  by  a  machete-wielding  intruder  while  his  boat  Zig  Zag  lay  at 
anchor.  His  attacker  was  never  caught. 
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the  Loran  will  probably  not  be  nearly  as 
accurate. 

Hello?  Are  we  missing  something  here? 

In  a  release  by  the  National  Boating 
Federation,  which  endorsed  the  legislation, 
it  was  noted,  "Congress  considers  Loran 


the  coasties, 
and  gross  errors 

Some  people  have  a  problem  with  auth¬ 
ority.  Some  don't.  If  someone  wearing  a 
badge,  uniform  or  black  robe  tells  the  latter 
to  do  something,  they  just  do  it  —  no  ques¬ 
tions  asked. 

Except  in  cases  of  expediency,  blind  obe¬ 
dience  is  not  good  for  individuals  or  society. 
Why?  Because  people  in  positions  of  author¬ 
ity  often  make  mistakes.  Terrible  mistakes. 

The  whole  business  about  the  Coast 
Guard  being  allowed  to  conduct  bogus 
searches/safety  inspections  is  a  perfect 
example.  Such  inspections  would  not  be 
permitted  ashore,  of  course,  because  they 
would  violate  the  Fourth  Amendment.  The 
Coast  Guard  is  only  allowed  to  make  such 
inspections  because  the  Supreme  Court  has 
ruled  that  Fourth  Amendment  rights  don’t 
apply  to  mariners. 

"If  that’s  what  the  Supreme  Court  has 
ruled,"  reason  a  lot  of  people,  "that’s  good 
enough  for  me." 

But  what  if  the  Supreme  Court  is  bare-ass 
wrong,  as  they  have  often  been  in  the  past? 
One  such  example,  which  we  excerpt  from 
Bill  Picklehaupt’s  recently  published  Shang¬ 
haied  in  San  Francisco,  is  especially  perti- 


what took 

Four  and  a  half  years  ago,  right  after  the 
Exxon  Valdez  ripped  her  bowels  open  and 
soiled  the  waters  and  shores  of  Prince  Wil¬ 
liam  Sound,  a  tanker  'buffer  zone'  was 
proposed  for  the  coast  of  California.  The 
idea  was  to  move  tanker  lanes  out  50  miles. 
That  way,  if  one  broke  up  or  sank,  there 
would  be  time  to  round  up  its  oil  —  or 
rescue  the  ship  itself  —  before  either  one 
came  ashore.  The  zone  was  particularly 
aimed  at  protecting  the  Monterey  Bay 
National  Marine  Sanctuary,  a  4,000-square- 
mile  marine  refuge  that  stretches  from  Marin 
County  to  Cambria. 

But  last  month,  the  Coast  Guard  and 
NOAA  (which  rnanages  the  sanctuary)  an- 
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murder  —  cont’d 


necessary  to  ensure  a  safe  and  cost-effective 
navigation  systems  mix".  Next  thing  you 
know,  they’ll  be  sending  up  satellites  with 
blinking  lights  on  them  so  we  can  get  easier 
fixes  with  our  sextants. 


the  courts 
in  judgment 

nent  because  it’s  another  case  in  which  they 
ruled  that  mariners  don’t  have  the  same 
rights  as  other  citizens. 

"In  1897  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruled 
that,  'Seamen  are. . .  deficient  in  that  full  and 
intelligent  responsibilities  for  their  acts  that  is 
accredited  to  ordinary  adults'.  .  .  .  Sailors, 
the  Court  added,  had  to  be  protected  from 
themselves  and  therefore  were  not  subject  to 
the  Constitution’s  13th  Amendment  that 
prohibited  involuntary  servitude." 

In  other  words,  the  Supreme  Court 
allowed  mariners,  literally,  to  be  slaves. 

Fortunately,  the  Supreme  Court  can  and 
does  reverse  its  own  decisions  based  on 
changing  circumstances.  That’s  why  they 
reversed  the  1897  decision.  And  that’s  why 
we’re  convinced  that  before  long,  the 
Supreme  Court  will  overturn  their  previous 
ruling  that  denies  mariners  Fourth  Amend¬ 
ment  rights. 

Questioning  authority  is  difficult,  because 
psychologically,  we’d  all  feel  more  secure  if 
we  didn’t  have  to  think  for  ourselves.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  constant  vigilance  is  the  price  of 
freedom. 


so  long? 

nounced  that  there  would  be  no  buffer  zone. 
In  part,  the  reasoning  went,  the  chance  of  a 
spill  inside  the  sanctuary  is  remote  because 
there  are  no  significant  navigational  hazards. 
Most  of  the  risks  are  on  the  approaches, 
where  there  are  already  a  number  of  regula¬ 
tions. 

While  the  announcement  does  not  abso¬ 
lutely  mean  that  no  restrictions  will  be 
imposed  —  the  Coast  Guard  has  called  for 
more  public  meetings  in  coming  months  to 
debate  the  issue  —  the  thing  that’s'ticked 
people  off  the  most  is  that  it  took  the  govern¬ 
ment  4V2  years  to,  in  the  words  of  one 
conservationist,  "produce  a  toothless  master¬ 
piece  of  mush." 


Understandably,  the  death  of  Lorraine  Heath  and  its  fallout  —  especially 
allegations  of  extortion  and  the  implications  of  a  government  cover-up  —  have 
created  a  hotbed  of  controversy  in  St.  Vincent  and  the  Grenadines.  Yachting 
tourism  contributes  substantially  to  the  local  economy. 


Pretty  it  may  be,  but  give  Cumberland 
Bay,  St.  Vincent,  a  pass. 


"There  is  no  question  that  the 
incident  and  the  bribe  to  police 
actually  did  happen,"  said  one  long¬ 
time  island  businessperson  who 
asked  to  remain  anonymous.  "The 
bottom  line  is  that  yachtsmen  should 
simply  never  lay  over  at  Cumber¬ 
land  Bay.  It’s  the  main  transship¬ 
ment  point  for  drugs  coming  and 
going  through  the  islands." 

Clandestine  drug  trafficking  in  Caribbean  waters  has  gone  on  behind  the 
scenes  for  years.  Although  recreational  boaters  would  normally  never  be 
aware  of  nor  affected  by  it,  this  source  and  others  claim  that  big  league 
underworld  elements  have  now  infiltrated  the  island’s  smuggling  scene.  As 
outspoken  columnist  P.C.  Hughes  put  it,  "We  are  little  Italy,  fast  becoming 
little  Haiti." 

Meanwhile,  Alan  Heath’s  war  against  the  St.  Vincent  government  rages  on 
from  his  home  in  South  Africa.  He’s  contacted  charter  companies,  travel 
agencies,  tourist  boards  and  virtually  every  yachting-related  business  in  the 
region.  He’s  sent  correspondence  to  internet  services,  a  number  of  Caribbean 
and  international  yachting  and  travel  publications,  as  well  as  local 
newspapers.  In  a  letter  recently  published  in  The  Vincentian  he  wrote:  "You 
must  be  aware  of  my  worldwide  campaign  to  discredit  and  destroy  your 
tourism  industry.  .  .  This  campaign  will  continue  until  such  time  as  justice  is 


done."  / 

According  to  another  article,  this  one  in  Bequia’s  Caribbean  Compass, 
Heath  has  even  caught  the  ear  of  Nelson  Mandela,  who  has  asked  for  an 
official  report  on  the  matter.  The  South  African  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs 
has  also  written  a  letter  to  St.  Vincent  and  the  Grenadine’s  Department  of 
Foreign  Affairs  asking  when  'the  US  $25,000  solicited  from  Mr.  Alan  Heath' 


will  be  returned  to  him. 

In  other  words,  Heath  isn’t  going  away.  And  there  are  many  who  feel  the 
powers  that  be  —  corrupt  or  not  —  can’t  keep  sweeping  his  allegations  under 
the  rug  forever.  We’ll  let  you  know  how'it  all  plays  out  as  time  goes  on. 

In  the  meantime,  what’s  the  verdict  on  cruising  the  area?  While  we  believe 
two  murders  in  twenty  years  is  still  two  too  many,  we  would  hesitate  to 
dissuade  sailors  from  visiting  St.  Vincent  and  the  Grenadines  altogether.  A 
boycott  would  hurt  the  'little  guys'  much  more  than  big  government.  Generally 
speaking,  these  laid-back,  marginally-developed  islands  are  a  sailor’s  paradise. 
Specifically,  however,  just  as  every  big  city  has  its  rough  neighborhoods  where 
tourists  should  never  stray,  we  strongly  advise  cruisers  to  avoid  Cumberland 


Bay  until  further  notice. 


—  aet 
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big  crew  list  —  once  more,  with  feeling 

Is  love  really  better  the  second  time  around?  Our  research  indicates  that’s 
the  case  more  often  than  not.  For  example,  one  editor  here  at  Latitude  has 
bought,  enjoyed  and  sold  the  same  boat  three  times  —  and  a  fourth  dalliance 
is  definitely  within  the  realm  of  possibility.  Human  relationships  baffle  us 
completely,  but  we  know  for  a  fact  that  most  sailors  keep  a  soft  spot  in  their 
hearts  for  previously  owned  boats. 

Another  thing  that  works  just  as  well  or  better  the  second  time  around  is  the 
Crew  List.  Which  is  why  you  see  it  before  you  for  the  second  time  in  as  many 
months.  The  theory  is  that  those  of  you  who  weren’t  quite  motivated  last 
month  to  take  pen  in  hand  have  had  a  month  to  stew 
about  it.  Before  you  realize  what’s  even  happening,  we 
hit  you  with  another  romance-schmoozed  opportunity 
and  down  you  go,  putty  in  our  hands.  Of  course,  if  you 

continued  outside  column  of  next  sightings  page 


V 


I  AM/WE  ARE 

LOOKING  FOR  CREW  TO  RACE 
ON  MY/OUR  BOAT 


NAME(S):. 

AGE(S): 


SEX: 


PHONE:  (_ 


CONTACT  IF  DIFFERENT  THAN  PHONE:, 


BOAT  TYPE/SIZE 


l/WE  PLAN  TO  RACE: 

(check  as  many  as  apply) 


1)_ 

2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 

6) 

7) 


San  Francisco  Bay 
Monterey/Santa  Cruz 
Ocean  Series 
1997  TransPac 
Coastal  Race(s) 
Mexico  Race(s) 

Baja  Ha-Ha  Cruiser's 


a) _ 

b) _ 

c) _ 

d) _ 

e) _ 

f) 


Handicap 
_  One  Design 
YRA  Season 
Specialty  Events  and/ 
or  occasional  YRA 
Beer  Cans 

Anything  &  everything 


Rally  (Nov.) 
8)Other _ 


1) 


2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 


1) 

2) 

3) 


l/WE  WANT  CREW: 

Who  will  consistently  put  out  1 00%  for  the  chance  to  get 
experience,  and  won't  complain  when  wet,  bruised  or 
scared  silly 

With  at  least  one  full  season  of  racing  experience 
With  more  than  three  years  experience 
Willing  to  do  occasional  maintenance/repairs 
Willing  to  do  occasional  lunches/galley  duty 

l/WE  RACE: 

Casually.  Winning  is  nice,  but  let's  keep  it  fun. 

Pretty  seriously.  Why  else  make  the  effort? 

’  Very  seriously.  I/we  don't  like  to  lose. 


Mail  completed  form  to  and  $1  to:  Racing  Crew  List,  15  Locust  Ave., 
Mill  Valley,  CA  94941  by  FEBRUARY  15, 1997. 


adrift  in 

In  the  stuff  of  which  Hollywood  mini¬ 
series  are  made,  two  Hawaiian  fishermen 
thought  to  be  lost  at  sea  were  found  alive 
nearly  a  month  after  their  fishing  boat  sank 
out  from  under  them. 

The  two  were  Richard  Enslow,  Jr.,  20, 


l/WE  WANT  TO  CREW 
ON  A  RACING  BOAT 


NAME(S):. 
AQEfS): _ 


SEX: 


PHONE:  ( 


CONTACT  IF  DIFFERENT  THAN  PHONE:. 


l/WE  WANT  TO  RACE: 

(check  as  many  as  apply) 

San  Francisco  Bay  4) _  1997  TransPac 

Monterey/Santa  Cruz  5) _ Coastal  Race(s) 

’  Ocean  Races  6) _ to  Mexico  (November) 


1) 

2) 

3) 


1) 

2) 

3) 


l/WE  PREFER: 

Boats  under  30  feet  4) _ Dinghies 

’  Boats  over  30  feet  5) _ Multihulls 

Specific  class  or  design _ . 


MY/OUR  EXPERIENCE  IS: 

(Check  at  least  one  from  each  column) 


1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 


None 
A  Little 
Moderate 
Mucho 


a) _ 

b) _ 

c) 


d)_ 

e>. 

f) _ 

g) . 


Less  than  one  full  season 
.  Little  or  no  racing,  but  lots  of 
cruising  and/or  daysailing 
I  have  out-of-area  racing  ex¬ 
perience,  but  am  unfamiliar 
with  local  conditions 
_  One  or  two  full  local  seasons 
_  One  or  two  long-distance 
ocean  races 

Years  of  Bay  and  ocean  racing 
_  Other  pertinent  experience: 


1)_ 

2) 

3) 

4) 

•5) 

6) 

7) 


l/WE  WILL: 

(check  as  many  as  apply) 

Help  with  the  bottom,  do  maintenance  —  anything! 

Play  boat  administrator,  go-fer 

Go  to  the  masthead  to  retrieve  the  halyard  at  sea 

Navigate,  I've  got  lots  of  experience 

Do  foredeck,  I've  got  lots  of  experience 

Do  grinding,  I've  got  muscle 

Do  lunches/provisioning 


Mail  completed  form  and  $5  to:  Racing  Crew  List,  15  Locust  Ave., 
Mill  Valley,  CA  94941  by  FEBRUARY  15, 1997. 
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the  pacific 


and  David  Summers,  25,  both  of  Mililani, 
Hawaii.  In  early  December,  they  had  headed 
out  of  Kauai  to  do  some  fishing  around  the 
island  of  Nihoa,  west  of  Niihau. 

Sometime  during  the  week  of  December 

continued  middle  of  next  sightings  page 


# 


I/WE  WANT  TO  CREW 
ON  A  CRUISING  BOAT 


NAME(S):_ 

ACE(S) 


_ SEX: _ PHONE:  (_ 

CONTACT  IF  DIFFERENT  THAN  PHONE: 


crew  list  —  cont’d 

don’t  want  to  improve  your  sailing,  have  more  fun,  meet  new  people  and 
maybe  cruise  off  to  exotic  foreign  ports  you’ve  only  dreamed  about,  then 
disregard  this  message.  (That’s  the  romance-schmooze  part.) 

Then  again,  maybe  you’ll  take  part  because  you  and  us  aren’t  really  that 
different  after  all  —  only  the  terrifying  prospect  of  'now  or  never'  finally 
motivates  you  to  get  stuff  done  and  turned  in  at  the  last  possible  minute. 
Whatever  your  raison  d’etre,  the  forms  in  front  of  you  offer  opportunities 
to  really  change  the  direction  of  your  sailing  for  the 
better.  In  fact,  about  the  only  way  you  could  find 
more  possibilities  would  be  to  follow  Alice  through 
the  nearest  looking  glass. 

As  ever,  you  don’t  need  to  be  a  rocket  scientist  to 
figure  out  how  to  use  the  Crew  List.  (Although,  if  you 
are  one,  we’re  sure  your  kid  can  explain  it  to  you.)  All 
you  need  is  a  pen  or  pencil,  an  envelope  and  stamp, 
a  few  bucks,  an  adventurous  spirit  and  an  open  mind. 
Oh,  and  you  need  to  acknowledge  the  following: 

The  Latitude  38  Crew  List  Advertising  Supplement 
is  for  informational  purposes  only.  Latitude  38  neither 


SAILING  EXPERIENCE: 

None,  but  I’ll  do  anything  within  reason  for  the  chance.  I 
understand  that  from  time  to  time  I’ll  probably  get  cold, 
seasick,  mad  at  the  owner  and  wish  like  hell  I  was  anywhere 
but  on  the  boat.  I’m  still  game 

Some.  At  least  a)  5,  b)  1 0,  c)  20  sails  on  the  Bay  or  equivalent 


2) 


3) 


while  being  active  and  suffering  the  normal  cuts,  bruises  and 
hollering 

—  Moderate.  Several  years  active  crewing  on  the  Bay  or 
equivalent,  or  at  least  one  long  coastal  or 
trans-ocean  trip 

4)  k;-  _  _  Lots.  Several  long  ocean  passages 

l/WE  WANT  TO  CRUISE: 

(check  as  many  as  apply) 

.  SF  Bay  and/or  Delta  7) _ Caribbean 

-  Monterey  Bay  8) _ Mediterranean 

.  Southern  California  9) _ Anywhere  warm 

.  Mexico  this  fall/winter  10)  Other  destination(s): 

.  Hawaii  and/or  South  Pacific 
Pacific  Northwest  or  Alaska 


1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 

6) 


l/WE  CAN  OFFER: 

(check  as  many  as  apply) 

_  At  least  a  month  of  shared  expenses 
_  Mechanical  skills:  engine,  electronics,  refrigeration 
_  Elbow  grease  for  bottom  work,  varnishing  and  other  upkeep 
_  Cooking  and  cleaning  skills 

Language  skills  —  I’rrl  reasonably  conversant  in  a)  Spanish; 
b)  Other(s): _ _ _ _ 

6)  _ Ornamental  skills  —  I  look  good  in  a  bikini/speedo/birthday 

suit 

7)  _ Personality  skills  —  I  don’t  get  pissed  when  awoken  at  3 

tl - : _ i _ ' 


1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 


8) 


in  the  morning  and  can  maintain  a  sense  of  humor 
in  most  situations 
_  Other  skill(s): 


Mail  completed  form  and  $5  to:  Cruising  Crew  List,  15  Locust  /We., 
Mill  Valley,  CA  94941  by  MARCH  15,  1997. 
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# 

NAME(S):_ 

AGE(S) 


I  AM/WE  ARE  LOOKING 
FOR  CRUISING  CREW 


SEX: 


PHONE:( 


CONTACT  IF  DIFFERENT  THAN  PHONE: 


WHERE  AND  WHEN: 


MY/OUR  BOAT  ISA: 


l/WE  PLAN  TO  SAIL  TO: 
ON  OR  ABOUT  (DATE): 


1) 

2) 

3) 

4) _ 

5) _ 

6) _ 

7) _ 

8) _ 
9) 


MY/OUR  IDEAL  CREW  WILL: 

(Check  as  many  as  apply) 

_  Be  willing  to  share  basic  expenses  such  as  food  and  fuel 
_  Be  willing  to  bust  butt  preparing  the  boat 
_  Have  more  desire  than  experience 
_  Have  lots  of  ocean  experience 


_  Know  more  about  offshore  navigation  than  just 
pushing  buttons  on  the  GPS 

—  Have  mechanical  skills  for  the  engine,  refrigeration,  etc. 

_ Have  language  skills:  a)  Spanish,  b)  Other: 

_ Other  skills  (woodworking,  scuba,  etc.) 


10) 

ID 


-  Be  unattached  and  unopposed  to  the  possibility  of  a 
friendship  blossoming 

_  Look  good  in  a  bikini/speedo/birthday  suit 
_  Understand  and  appreciate  Nietsche. 


Mail  completed  form  and  $1  to:  Cruising  Crew  List,  15  Locust  Ave., 
Mill  Valley,  CA  94941  by  MARCH  15,  1997. 


February,  1997  •  LaMu/c  3?  •  Page  97 


SIGHTINGS 
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l/WE  WANT  TO  BOAT  SWAP 


NAME(S):_ 
AGE(S): _ 


HI 


SEX: 


PHONE:  ( _ )_ 


CONTACT  IF  DIFFERENT  FROM  PHONE: 


WHERE  AND  WHEN: 


My/Our  boat  is  a 


l/we  would  like  to  swap  boats  with  the  owner  of  a  similar  vessel  in  the 

area. 


l/we  would  like  to  cruise  this  area  for  about  _ 
month  of _ ,1997. 


Mail  completed  form  and  $1  to:  Boat-Swapping  Crew  List, 
15  Locust  Ave.,  Mill  Valley,  CA  94941  by  MARCH  15,  1997. 


weeks  in  the 


adrift 


WANT  TO  JOIN  OTHERS 
TOR  CASUAL  DAYS  AILS 


NAME(S):. 
ACE(S): _ 


SEX: 


PHONE:  (_ 


CONTACT  IF  DIFFERENT  THAN  PHONE:_ 


n 

2) 


_  Single 
Couple 


I  AM/  WE  ARE: 

(check  as  many  as  apply) 

4)  _ Would  like  to  bring  kids 

5)  _ Going  sailing  to  escape  the  kids 


3)  A  group  of _ (state  number)  friends  interested  in  sailing 

Mail  completed  forms  and  $1  to:  Daysailing  Crew  List, 

15  Locust  Ave.,  Mill  Valley,  CA  94941  by  MARCH  15,  1997. 


NAME(S): 


ACE(S) 


makes  nor  implies  any  guarantee,  warranty  or  recommendation 
regarding  the  individuals  who  use  the  Crew  List,  or  their  boats 
or  gear.  You  must  judge  those  things  for  yourself. 

With  that  in  mind,  here’s  all  you  need  to  do  to  take  part: 

•  Fill  out  the  appropriate  form(s)  as  completely  and  honestly 
as  possible  and  send  them  in  quickly.  The  deadline  for  racers  is 
February  15  —  their  names  will  appear  in  the  Racing  Crew 
List  in  the  March  issue.  Everyone  else  has  until  March  15,  and 
their  names  will  appear  in  the  April  magazine.  All  forms  should 
be  mailed  to  the  address  listed  on  the  form  (not  our  old  P.0. 

Box!). 

•  One  person  per  form,  please  —  unless  you  are  offering 
your  services  or  skills  as  a  couple  and  don’t  wish  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  individually.  If  you  need  more  forms,  just  make  copies 
of  these. 

•  Please  note  that  there  are  advertising  fees  involved.  The 
amounts  are  printed  a  couple  of  places  on  each  form  and  must 
accompany  any  submissions.  If  it  doesn’t,  your  form  goes  up  in 
smoke  in  a  pagan  ritual  and  demons  will  haunt  your  dreams 
into  eternity.  So  don’t  mess  with  this  rule. 

•  Women  crew  Listees  should  use  first  names  only  and,  when 
possible,  a  post  office  box,  answering  service  or  other  method 
of  screening  responses.  As  we  have  said  at  least  a  trillion  times, 

if  you  are  a  woman,  you  will  get  responses.  We  have  been  told  I _ 

by  several  women  that  they  still  get  occasional  calls  years  after 

having  taken  part  in  a  Crew  List. 

•  The  people  who  participate  in  our  Crew  List  get  to  come  to  the  Cr.ew  List 
parties.  Everyone  else  can  come,  too,  but  they  have  to  pay  $5  to  get  in.  The 
parties  this  year  will  be  held  Tuesday,  April  8,  at  the  Encinal  YC  in  Alameda, 
and  Thursday,  April  10,  at  the  Corinthian  YC  in  Tiburon.  Times  are  from  6:30 
to  9  p.m.  We’ll  have  the  usual  munchies  and  T-shirt  giveaways,  and  the  clubs 
will  run  their  usual  no-host  bars.  (We’lf  have  more  about  the  parties  in  the 

continued  outside  column  of  next  sightings  page 


HAVE  SAILBOAT, 
WILLING  TO  TAKE  OTHERS  OUT 
FOR  CASUAL  DAYSAILING 


SEX: 


PHONE:( 


CONTACT  IF  DIFFERENT  THAN  PHONE:_ 


I 


1) 

2) 

3) _ 

4) 


I  AM/  WE  ARE: 

_  Single  to  take  singles  out 
_  Couple  to  take  couples  out 
_  Singles,  couples  or  small  groups  okay,  but  leave 
any  kids  home 

_  Kids  okay  as  long  as  you  can  control  them 


Mail  completed  forms  and  $1  to:  Daysailing  Crew  List, 

15  Locust  Ave.,  Mill  Valley,  CA  94941  by  MARCH  15,  1997. 


1-8  (it  wasn’t  clear  from  Coast  Guard 
reports)  Summers  suffered  an  accident  that 
dislocated  his  shoulder.  Lady  Aud  headed 
back  to  Oahu  to  get  him  medical  attention 
when,  on  December  9,  the  men  heard  a 
popping  sound  below  and  the  next  thing 
they  knew,  the  boat  was  sinking.  Water 
covered  their  batteries  before  they  could  get 
off  a  call  for  help.  The  boat  had  an  EPIRB 
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SIGHTINGS 


—  cont’d 


crew  list  —  cont’d 


l/WE  WANT  TO  CO-CHARTER 


NAME(S): 

AGE(S): 


SEX: 


.  PHONE  (_ 


CONTACT  IF  DIFFERENT  THAN  PHONE: 


WHERE  AND  WHEN: 

l/we  want  to  co-charter  for _ weeks  in  the  (spring, 

summer,  fall,  winter) _ of  1997 


1) 

2) 

3) _ 

4) _ 

5) 


l/WE  PREFER  TO  CO-CHARTER: 

(check  as  many  as  apply) 
Bareboats  (we  sail) 

Crewed  (professional  skipper  and/or  crew) 

With  other  couples 

With  other  singles 

With  my/our  well-behaved  kids, 


# 


6) 

7) 

8) 


1) 

2) 


3) 


_  Little  or  none 
_  Moderate.  I  sail 
regularly  and  have 
chartered  before 
Lots.  I've  sailed 


SAILING  EXPERIENCE: 

(Check  one  from  each  column) 


and/or  chartered 
many  types  of  boats 
and  am  a  competent  skipper 


a) _ I'd  like  co-charterer  to  skipper 

and  give  me  direction 

*>) _ Prefer  co-charterer  of  at  least 

equal  proficiency 

c)  Would  be  willing  to  co-charter 


with  less  experienced  party 


1) 

2) 

3) 

4) _ 

5) 


age(s) _ _ 

—  A  smaller  (30  to  40  feet)  boat  with  one  or  two  other  people 

—  A  medium  (40  to  50  feet)  boat  with  four  to  six  other  people 

—  A  'arge  (60  feet  or  more)  boat,  the  more  co-charterers 

the  merrier 


l/WE  WANT  TO  CHARTER  IN: 

San  Francisco  Bay  6) _ Pacific  Northwest 

.  Monterey/Santa  Cruz  7) _ Caribbean 

Southern  California  8) _ Mediterranean 

.  Mexico  9)  other 

.  Hawaii 


Mail  completed  form  and  $1  to  Co-Charterer  Crew  List, 

75  Locust  Ave.,  Mill  Valley,  CA  94941  by  MARCH  15,  1997. 


aboard,  but  again,  Coast  Guard  reports 
neglected  any  mention  of  why  it  was  not 
activated.  (We  hope  it’s  not  because  they 
don’t  ask  questions  like  this  of  rescued 
mariners.)  We  were  unable  to  reach  either 
Enslow  or  Summers  by  phone.  If  they  see 
this  mention,  however,  we’d  sure  appreciate 
it  if  they’d  contact  us  for  a  short  interview 
about  their  ordeal. 

The  men  did  manage  to  launch  their 
inflatable  raft,  throw  in  a  few  supplies  and 
climb  in. 

When  they  failed  to  arrive  back  in  Hawaii 
on  December  11,  their  due  date,  a  search 
was  launched.  It  went  on  for  five  days  and 
covered  205,000  square  miles  of  ocean 
along  their  presumed  track,  but  nothing  was 
found.  Over  the  objections  of  family 
members,  it  was  called  off  on  December  18. 

Enslow  and  Summers  drifted  for  weeks  in 
the  raft.  Just  before  Christmas,  fearing  the 
worst,  they  carved  farewell  messages  into  the 
blades  of  the  raft’s  paddles,  apologizing  to 
their  families  for  the  grief  they’d  caused. 

A  week  later,  on  or  about  New  Year’s 
Day,  the  raft  was  capsized,  possibly  by  a 
whale.  The  two  men  managed  to  right  it  and 
climb  back  in — remember,  Summers’  Shoul¬ 
der  was  still  dislocated  —  but  most  of  their 
already  meager  store  of  supplies  had  fallen 
out,  along  with  the  raft’s  air  pump.  That 
meant  having  to  blow  air  into  the  leaking  raft 
every  20  minutes.  For  the  next  week,  the  two 
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March  and  April  issues.) 

One  more  thought  on  the  Crew  List  parties  —  that’s  where  those  of  you 
with  sailing  resumes  should  take  them.  Please  don’t  send  them  to  us.  Espe¬ 
cially  you  women.  It’s  all  we  can  do  to  stuff  them  through  the  shredder  before 
the  Latitude  bachelors  around  here  can  wrestle  them  away  from  us. 

As  we  said,  lots  of  things  are  better  the  second  time  around,  so  if  you’re 
going  to  try  the  Crew  List,  here’s  your  best  chance.  Because  where  the  Crew 
List  is  concerned,  there  won’t  be  any  third  time,  charmed  or  not. 


mexico  email  gateway 

We  are  sending  you  this  internet  email  from  our  boat,  Backstreets, 
anchored  at  £l  Magote  off  La  Paz.  The  mail  has  been  forwarded  from  a  Ham 
high  frequency  radio  BBS.  The  packet/internet  gateway  is  being  operated  by 
Fernando  (XE2EJ)  of  Electronica  Industrial  Co.  Services,  in  La  Paz.  Fernando 
has  permission  from  the  SCT  (Mexican  FCC)  to  operate  the  gateway  and 
receive  100  pesos  ($13)  a  month  from  cruisers  to  defray  his  expenses.  Cruisers 
can  then  send  and  receive  unlimited  Internet  email  from  their  boats. 

Here  is  how  it  works.  Our  computer  serial  port  is  connected  to  a  Kam  Plus 
terminal  node  controller  (TNC).  The  TNC  is  hooked  uf>  to  the  back  of  our 
ICOM  707  shortwave  (ham)  radio.  We  are  running  a  freeware  package  called 
WinPack  5.4. 1  have  used  a  DOS  version  of  Procomm.  Any  terminal  will  work. 
You  can  also  connect  on  two  meter  VHF  but  you  will  not  have  the  range  most 
cruisers  will  find  necessary. 

We  compose  most  of  our  mail  off  line,  as  we  did  for  this  message.  We  then 
connect  with  the  computer  of  XE2EJ  (Fernando).  On  high  frequency  this  is 
done  on  7.099  MHz,  a  ham  frequency.  The  TNC  'calls'  like  it  would  dial  a 
phone.  After  we  connect,  every  aspect  is  very  much  like  a  simple  phone  BBS. 
We  send  our  mail  and  receive  what  is  there  for  us. 

When  we  send  mail,  Fernando’s  email  address  and  the  sender  puts  our 
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The  Arques  School 

of  Traditional  Wooden  Boatbuilding 

Coll  or  write  us  for  a  1997  schedule  of  classes: 

Box  2010,  Sausalito,  CA  94966:  (415)  331-7134. 


March  4-7  Pattern  Making  and  Bronze  Casting 
March  14-16  Traditional  Sailmaking 
March  21-23  (Two  weekends) 

Saturdays  Building  the  Sailing  Peapod 
(April  5  through  July  26) 

Feb.  21-23  Rigging  and  Marlinspike  Skills 
Mar.  29-30 


April  21-26  Building  the  Norwegian  Pram 
Ongoing  One-Year  Apprenticeship  Program 

Building  the  Pacific  Gill  Net  Boat. 


Instructors  in  1997: 

Robert  Darr  Simon  Watts  Gene  Lauducci 
Jeremy  Fisher-Smith 


All  classes  held  at  the  Arques  School  Boat  Shop 
2350  Marinship  Way,  Sausalito,  California 

Explore  our  new  Web  Site  at  www.arqueschl.org 

We  don’t  much  care  for  e-mail  but  here  it  is:  arqueschl@aol.com 


THE  TRAILERABLE 

SEAWARD 


AVAILABLE  TO  SEE  IN 
SAUSALITO 

CALL  FOR  AN  APPOINTMENT 


One  Person  Mast  Raising 
Bow  Sprit  With  Anchor  Roller 
•  Shoal  Keel  With  Wing  Aft 
Easy  to  Launch 
Performs  Well 
5'91/2"  Headroom 
Only  3,600  lbs. 

8  Opening  SS  Ports 
•  Big  Y  Berth 

•  Diesel  or 
Outboard 

•  Galvanized 
Trailer 


There  is  also  the  Seaward  23  and  the  Fox  1 9, 
both  with  unstayed  carbon  fiber  masts.  Call  for  more  info. 

THE  SAILING  LIFE™  New  and  Used  Sailboats 
Ph.  503-289-6306  •  Ph.  800-763-1445  •  Fax  503-289-7507 
260  NE  Tomahawk  Island  Drive,  Portland,  Oregon  97217  »  email  soiling  lif@aol.com 


m 

(fpme/JS'' 
Sem/mr  ’97 


ISLAND  YACHT  ClUB^ 

Alameda  Marina  •  1835  Clement  Avenue 

(510)  521-2980 


Proud 

Sponsor 


★  northern  California 
WOMEN'S  SAILING  SEMINAR® 

Saturday,  March  22  •  7:30  am  -  5:30  pm 
To  Register  or  Volunteer  Call 
(510)  881-5422 

★  Sadie  Hawkins  Race 

Saturday,  February  22  •  Woman  Skipper. 
Call  Joanne  McFee  (510)  534-7317 

Annual  Crab  Feed  After  The  Race! 
Reservations  (510)  521-2980 

,  r  CLUBHOUSE  OPEN  ~ 
t.G.U*  EVERY  FRIDAY  6  PM  1§J  f 

J_ Light  Dinner  «  Bar 


No  individual  boater  can  possibly  keep  track  of  all  the  exciting 
electronic  charting  programs  and  other  nautical  software  prod¬ 
ucts  coming  onto  the  market.  Now  you  can  rely  on  the  experts  at 
Captn.  Jack  s  Software  Source  to  bring  you  the  best  products  from 
the  top  vendors.  Detailed  product  descriptions  include  easy-to- 
understand  symbols  identifying  operating  system  and  other 
requirements.  Colorful  graphics  show  electronic  chart  compatibil¬ 
ity  and  interface  options. There  are  informative  articles  on  elec- 
tronic  charting  and  other  topics,  as  well  as  helpful  tips  on 
installing  and  using  computers  on  board. 

Request  your  free  catalog  today! 

1-800-227-5225  or  http://www.capjack.com 

Captn.  Jack's  Software  Source,  PO  Box  651 19.  Port  Ludlow,  WA  98365 
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1997  ENTRY  FORM 


Sign  Up  How 
For  The 
1997  Season ! 


Yacht  Racing  Association  Fort  Mason  Center  San  Francisco,  California  94123  (415)771-9500 

This  form  must  be  completed  for  any  yacht  which  intends  to  sail  in  any  YRA  qualifying  race  during  1997. 


*  A  YRA  membership  is  required  for  entry. 

Your  Name 

Address 

YRA  Member:  H  Yes 

U.S.  Sailing  Member:  LJ  Yes 

U.S.  Sailing  Number 

□  No 

□  No 

City 

State  Zip 

Telephone:  Home 

Office 

Fax:  E-Mail: 

Yacht  Club: 

' 

Yacht  Name: 


Class/Model: 


YRA  Membership  (Don’t  include  if  already  paid  with  1997  PHRF)  $ 

SUMMER  SERIES 

One  Design  Class  Association  (ODCA) 

$145 

($160  Non-USSailing  Mbr.) 

Wooden  Boat  Racing  Association  (WBRA) 

$145 

(USSail.  Mbr.  Included  with  Entry  Fee.) 

Handicap  Division  Association  (HDA) 

$145 

($160  Non-USSailing  Mbr.) 

Ocean  Yacht  Racing  Association  (OYRA) 

$145 

($160  Non-USSailing  Mbr.) 

For  OYRA,  Circle  ONE  of  the  following: 

PHRO  MORA  SHS  CRUZ  MULTIHULL 

SINGLE  RACES: 

Vallejo  -  May  3,  4,  1 997 

$50 

($55  Non-USSailing  Mbr.) 

Encinal  -  July  26,  27,  1 997 

$50 

($55  Non-USSailing  Mbr.  ) 

Any  other  single  race,  first  one 

$25 

($30  Non-USSailing  Mbr.)  ’ 

Any  other  subsequent  race 

$50 

($55  Non-USSailing  Mbr.) 

TOTAI 

RACE  ENTRIES 

ARE  DUE  5PNI  MONDAY  PRIOR  TO  THE  RACE 

NON-RACING  AFFILIATIONS: 

CONTRIBUTING  (ALL  race  results  &  special 

races) 

@$150 

ASSOCIATE  (Race  results  -  one  division/special  races) 

@$30 

Division  desired: 

CREW  (Race  results  -  one  division) 

@$  10 

Division  desired: 

A 

Sail  #: 


35.00 


In  consideration  of  being  admitted  to  membership  in  the  Yacht  Racing  Association  of  San  Francisco  Bay  (YRA),  I  agree  to  abide  by  the  rules 
of  the  United  States  Sailing  Association  and  the  Sailing  Instructions  of  the  YRA  and  the  regatta  sponsors.  I  warrant  that  I  will  maintain 
compliance  with  minimum  equipment  requirements.  I  agree  to  hold  harmless  the  officers,  agents  and  employees  of  the  YRA,  its  member 
Association  in  any  activity  to  which  this  entry  form  applies.  I  further  warrant  that  I  have  not  relied  upon  any  of  the  above  named  entities  or 
individuals  in  preparing  my  yacht  for  racing. 


Signed:_ 


Date: 


YRA  OFFICE  USE  ONLY: 
ack _ 


rating 


check  # 


amt 


race  inst. 
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SIGHTINGS 


mexemail  —  cont’d 


adrift 


K-  J 


, 

If  ® 

. ^ . ,ri::  .. 

- — -:  ■  ■— : ;  «sgg  j^3p« 

fS&LT~  Tireless  cruiser  John  Neal  just  launched  his  latest  'Mahina  Tiare  III',  a 
m%_  Hallberg  RAsscy  46.  Come  hear  him  talk  about  that  and  a  lot  more  at  one  of 

?'  '  five  Offshore  Cruising  Seminars  to  be  held  in  the  Bay  Area  in  late  February  1 
te|S  and  March.  See  'Calendar'  for  times  and  locations. 


survived  by  drinking  rainwater  and  eating 
whatever  small  fish  they  could  catch. 

Salvation  came  on  January  6  when 
fisherman  Kevin  Yamase  spotted  the  raft 
from  his  fishing  boat  Kekoa  —  about  a  half 


tri  tries. 

Four  hundred  miles  in  24  hours.  Four 
hundred  fifteen.  Four-thirty.  Olivier  de  Ker- 
sauson  and  crew  were  pouring  on  the  steam 
last  month  in  the  latest  attempt  to  best  the 
fastest  nonstop  around  the  world  dash,  the 
Trophee  Jules  Verne.  Kersauson  lost  the 
same  two-boat  sprint  three  years  ago  to 
Peter  Blake’s  huge  catamaran  ENZA  New 
Zealand. 

This  time  Kersauson’s  90-ft  trimaran 


ham  call  sign  and  boat  name  on  the  first  line  of  text.  Fernando  then  knows 
how  to  address  the  mail  in  the  packet  system. 

The  bottom  line  is,  it  works.  I’ve  been  doing  it  for  a  week  now. 

To  use  this  service,  cruisers  must: 

1.  Have  a  ham  license  (no  code  tech  or  up)  and  a  Mexican  reciprocal 
license. 

2.  Have  a  2  meter  or  HF  radio. 

3.  Have  a  TNC  and  a  computer  to  control  it. 

4.  Register  with  Fernando. 

Of  course,  you  do  not  need  your  own  email  address  —  you  use 
Fernando’s.  Cruisers  coming  south  would  be  wise  to  practice  packet  radio 
before  leaving  to  at  least  ensure  their  equipment  is  in  working  order  and  they 
understand  how  to  use  it.  They  should  also  have  a  reliable  correspondent  in 
the  States  with  an  email  address.  This  takes  a  lot  of  the  anxiety  out  of  cruising. 

To  send  us  email,  use  this  procedure: 

1.  Address  mail  to:  xeej@lapaz.cromwell.com.mx 

2.  Make  first  line  of  text:  ke6kkl/Backstreets 

—  Dennis  and  Paula  Lepak 
Cal  31  Backstreets 


%  La  Paz 
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—  cont’d 

mile  off  Niihau’s  Kaula  Rock.  Amazingly, 
Summer’s  dislocation  seemed  to  be  the 
worst  of  their  health  problems.  Aside  from 
mild  dehydration,  Enslow  and  Summers 
were  otherwise  fine. 


cat  naps 

Sport-Elec  was  sailing  alone.  The  boat  de¬ 
parted  Brest,  France,  on  New  Year’s  Day  for 
the  mad  dash,  which  was  to  have  taken  the 
French  crew  around  the  great  capes  and  ac¬ 
ross  some  of  the  wildest  ocean  on  the  planet. 

But  three  weeks  later,  on  January  20, 
Kersauson  aborted  the  mission.  The  culprit: 
weather.  Apparently,  they  tried  to  trim  some 
mileage  by  heading  southeast  toward  Africa 
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amelia’s  flight 

Things  go  in  cycles,  and  the  last  24  months  or  so  certainly  seems  to  be  the 
time  for  circumnavigations.  BJ  Caldwell  and  David  Dicks  just  wrapped  up  their 
unofficial  'youngest  solo  circumnavigator'  contest  late  last  year.  As  this  is  being 
written,  the  Vendee  Globe  nonstop  round-the-world  race  staggers  on  (see 
Racing  Sheet  for  a  carnage  report),  as  does  the  BT  Challenge,  a  group  of  iden¬ 
tical  67-ft  steel  yachts  racing  around  the  globe  upwind.  Olivier  de  Kersauson 
has  taken  off  again  to  try  to  best  ENZA’s  fastest  nonstop  around  the  world 
mark.  And  Karen  Thorndike  presses  on  in  her  quest  to  become  the  first  Ameri¬ 
can  woman  to  sail  solo  around  the  world. 

Karen  who?  Yes,  Thorndike’s  name  is  hardly  bantered  about  yacht  club 
bars  with  the  likes  of  Christophe  Auguin  and  Chay  Blythe.  But  she  is  neverthe¬ 
less  well  into  her  quest.  She  is  currently  in  the  Falldand  Islands  waiting  out 
some  bad  weather  before  continuing  east. 

Karen,  a  54-year-old  divorcee,  put  the  project  together  in  Ser  where  she 
has  lived  and  worked  most  of  her  adult  life.  She  has  been  s?  -  the  last 
20  years  of  that  life,  racking  up  40,000  ocean  miles  in  a  var  ats  and 

events  including  the  ’88  Vic-Maui.  Aware  that  "there  are  fe  ,  >ft"  and 

inspired  by  another  solo  adventuress,  Amelia  Earhart,  Thorne  ded  sev¬ 

eral  years  ago  to  set  this  circumnavigation  as  one  of  her  life  go 

Two  years  ago,  she  acquired  a  Rival  36  which  she  nameo  Amelia  in 
homage  to  the  famous  aviatrix.  Thorndike’s  first  'official'  departure  was  from 
Seattle  in  the  summer  of  1995.  She  originally  intended  to  head  nonstop  down 
the  West  Coast,  but  rigging  problems  put  Amelia  into  San  Diego  for  repairs. 
A  second  start  ended  off  Nicaragua  when  the  boat  was  hit  by  lightning,  frying 
all  her  electronics.  Karen  turned  around  and  sailed  back  to  San  Diego  again. 

The  third  time  has  so  far  been  a  charm.  But  instead  of  hugging  the  coast  as 
first  planned,  Karen  took  a  hitch  out  to  Hawaii  and  thence  to  Tahiti  before 
taking  off  in  November  for  points  east.  She  rounded  Cape  Horn  on  January 
9  in  moderate  weather,  only  to  be  plastered  by  a  South  Atlantic  storm  a  few 
days  out  of  Port  Stanley. 

Thorndike  hopes  to  take  off  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  as  on  as  some 
minor  repairs  are  completed  and  the  weather  clears.  We’ll  1  el  •  ow  how 
she’s  doing  as  the  voyage  progresses. 

Interestingly,  the  closest  any  American  woman  came  to  a  '  umnavi- 

gation  was  Tania  Aebi’s2y2-year  roundabout  which  ended  in  lie  made 

it,  all  right,  becoming  the  youngest  American  woman  to  drain  gate.  But 
taking  a  fiance  along  on  one  leg  of  the  trip  disqualified  her  in  n  the  solo 
record. 


the  big  bang  at  blossom  rock 

One  can  well  imagine  the  stream  of  expletives  bellowed  by  Captain 
Frederick  Beechey  when  his  sloop  rammed  an  underwater  obstruction  off  San 
Francisco.  It  probably  wasn’t  much  consolation  to  learn  he  had  'discovered' 
a  huge  rock,  180  feet  long  by  about  100  feet  wide,  with  only  one  fathom  over 
it  at  low  tide.  But  at  least  he  got  to  name  the  thing.  In  honor  of  his  vessel,  he 
called  it  Blossom  Rock.  The  year  was  1826. 

Surveys,  soundings,  charts  —  even  the  Gold  Rush  —  were  still  in  the  future 
for  San  Francisco  Bay.  In  Beechey’s  day,  navigating  the  Bay  basically 
consisted  of  steering  around  the  stuff  you  could  see  and  keeping  an  eye  on  the 
currents. 

In  later  years,  a  buoy  marked  Blossom  Rock.  Yet,  like  the  dog  who  always 
sleeps  in  a  doorway,  it  was  constantly  being  stumbled  upon  by  one  ship  or 
another. 

Finally,  the  decision  was  made  to  remove  the  rock.  The  government 
contracted  with  Colonel  Alexis  W.  Von  Schmidt,  a  skillful  civil  engineer  who 
had  excavated  the  Hunter’s  Point  drydock  in  1867.  For  $75,000  he  Colonel 
agreed  to  remove  the  rock  to  a  depth  of  24  feet  at  mean  low  w 

Von  Schmidt  went  to  work  in  October  of  1869.  In  or  he  great 

engineering  feats  of  the  day,  he  constructed  a  watertight  cofft  d  other 

outworks  30  feet  down  into  the  Bay,  and  pumped  out  the  '  >rkmen 
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then  spent  the  better  part  of  six  months  excavating  two  chambers,  boring  132 
feet  into  the  rock  in  one  direction  and  60  in  the  other.  Some  2,500  cubic  yards 
of  earth  were  removed,  hoisted  up  the  shaft  and  thrown  into  the  Bay. 

The  rock  was  hollowed  out  as  much  as  possible,  leaving  only  a  sufficient 
crust  (about  10  feet  thick)  to  support  the  pressure  of  the  water.  In  some  places, 
big  timbers  were  used  as  extra  security.  In  cross  section,  the  project  resembled 
an  immense  bake  oven. 

Into  the  chambers  went  23  tons  of  blasting  powder.  It  was  arranged  in 
barrels  and  wired  so  that  it  could  all  be  set  off  at  once  from  a  scow  positioned 
a  thousand  yards  away. 

Local  newspapers  carried  regular  reports  of  the  proceedings.  In  the  days 
leading  up  to  completion  of  the  project,  it  was  the  sole  topic  of  conversation 
in  the  City.  Finally,  the  announcement  went  forth  on  April  22, 1870:  "Blossom 
Rock  will  be  blown  up  tomorrow  at  1:30."  All  San  Francisco  anticipated  the 
event,  and  most  of  them  turned  out  to  see  it. 

Awful  were  to  be  the  effects  of  the  blast.  Glaziers  expected  every  window 
in  town  to  be  shattered.  The  science-minded  suggested  that  men  should  be 
stationed  at  regular  intervals  from  here  to  San  Jose  to  record  the  ’earth  wave' 
when  it  passed.  Yachtsmen  planned  parties,  both  to  celebrate  the  explosion 
and  to  collect  all  the  dead  fish  that  were  expected  to  float  to  the  surface.' 

As  early  as  10  a.m.  on  the  appointed  day,  spectators  started  scaling  the 
steep  sides  of  Telegraph  Hill.  By  1  p.m.,  there  was  standing  room  only  on  the 
northern  face  of  the  slope.  Opportunists  had  hauled  several  barrels  of  beer  up 
the  hill  and  were  doing  a  brisk  business.  North  Point  and  the  wharves  were 
jammed  with  people.  The  surface  of  the  Bay  was  dotted  with  steamers  and 
boats  of  every  size  and  description.  Every  roof  commanding  a  view  of  the  Bay 
had  someone  on  it.  It  was  estimated  that  50,000  to  60,000  people  gathered 
to  watch  Blossom  Rock  blow  up. 

At  1:28,  three  shots  were  fired  from  Alcatraz,  a  signal  that  the  show  was 
about  to  begin.  At  precisely  1:30,  Von  Schmidt  cranked  his  battery.  .  . 

And  nothing  happened. 

It’s  not  recorded  whether  the  Colonel  asked  for  volunteers  or  picked  them, 
but  pretty  soon  two  men  in  a  small  boat  approached  the  huge  cofferdam  and 
climbed  down.  They  returned  to  the  barge  to  announce  that  they’d  fixed  the 
problem,  a  wire  that  had  come  loose.  At  2:05,  Von  Schmidt  gave  his  battery 
another  crank. 

BOOM!  All  23  tons  of  dynamite  went  off,  blowing  a  tremendous  column  of 
water,  foam,  rock  and  timbers  into  the  air.  As  it  fell,  another  column  of  earth 
and  water  rose  and  dropped  into  the  Bay.  Great  circular  waves  rolled  out  from 
the  center.  The  crowd  cheered,  whistles  blew,  people  fired  guns,  bells  rang. 

Of  course,  being  San  Francisco,  not  everyone  was  happy.  Many  of  the 
Telegraph  Hill  spectators  complained  that  they  had  been  too  far  away  to  hear 
the  explosion.  The  earth  hadn’t  quaked,  either.  Plus  there  were  no  broken 
windows,  no  great  waves  and  no  shoals  of  dead  fish. 

Despite  mixed  reviews  on  the  entertainment  value  of  the  project,  it  was  a 
complete  success.  More  than  120  years  hence,  the  only  thing  that  marks  the 
once  great  navigational  hazard  is  a  buoy  that  still  bears  the  name  of  Captain 
Beechey’s  sloop. 

—  helen  arbuckle 


short  sightings 

TEMA,  GHANA  —  A  distress  call  from  the  Belize-flagged  bulk  carrier  MV 
Jahan  on  December  28  sent  South  African  rescue  resources  scrambling.  But 
after  two  days  of  intensive  searching,  no  trace  could  be  found  of  the  ship,  last 
reported  300  miles  west  of  Cape  Town.  The  Jahan,  with  28  crew  and  14,000 
tons  of  sugar  aboard,  had  been  headed  from  Brazil  to  Iraq.  Confounding 
searchers  was  the  fact  that  weather  in  the  area  was  sunny  and  calm,  with 
unlimited  visibility. 

Then,  on  January  7,  the  Ghana  news  agency  reported  that  the  Jahan  had 
been  impounded  and  the  crew  arrested  for  piracy  —  in  Ghana!  They  had 
apparenty  conspired  to  steal  the  ship,  paint  a  different  name  on  her  stern  and 
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after  crossing  the  Equator.  (In  the  same  area, 
ENZA  ran  straight  south  for  the  Southern 
Ocean  before  turning  east.)  Sport-Elec, 
already  three  days  behind  her  rival’s  pace, 
sailed  straight  into  a  high.  End  of  story.  As 
this  issue  hits  the  streets,  Kersauson  and 
crew  should  be  nearing  home.  He’s  already 
announced  that  he’ll  restart  in  February  as 
soon  as  the  weather  picture  is  favorable. 

The  "mark  he  wants  to  topple  is  74  days, 
22  hours,  17  minutes,  22  seconds,  set  by  the 
92-ftENZA  on  April  1,  1994.  Kersauson  and 
his  boat  certainly  have  the  ability  to  do  it.  In 
’94,  sailing  the  same  boat  (then  named  La 
Lyonnaise  desEauxDumez),  Kersauson  and 
Blake  departed  Europe  on  the  same  day, 
and  during  the  course  of  the  circumnaviga- 


Up,  up  and  away  —  Blossom  Rock  goes  up  in  -  v 
r  smoke  in  this  1870  illustration.  Only  the  Blueli- 
Angels  draw  a  crowd  this  size  nowadays. 
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tion,  La  Lyonnaise  and  ENZA  often  traded 
the  lead.  The  big  French  tri  also  recorded  the 
highest  day’s  run  —  524.6  miles  —  of  that 
duel.  Although  ENZA  ended  up  getting  the 
glory,  La  Lyonnaise,  which  finished  two  days 
later,  also  broke  the  previous  record.  The 
Trophee  Jules  Verne  gets  its  name  from 
Verne’s  fictional  character  Phileas  Fogg,  who 
won  a  bet  by  going  around  the  world  in  80 
days. 

Interestingly,  it  was  almost  another  repeat 
of  the  clash  of  the  titan  boats.  Tracy  Ed¬ 
wards,  who  acquired  ENZA  —  now  Lady 
Endeavour  —  for  an  all-woman  attempt  at 
the  Jules  Verne,  completed  a  major  refit  of 
the  boat  late  last  year.  She  was  all  set  to  take 

continued  middle  of  next  sightings  page 


enter  Tema  Harbor.  An  investigation  into  the  whys  and  wherefores  of  the 
scheme  is  currently  underway. 

WINTHROP,  MASSACHUSETTS  —  Sometimes  a  great  notion:  The 
Maryland-based  National  Boating  Federation  has  drafted  a  motion  asking  that 
27-ft  recreational  boats  be  designated  interstate  commerce.  The  hope  is  that 
the  move  will  ensure  continued  dredging  and  charting  of  small  boat  harbors. 
The  idea  came  in  response  to  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers’  announcement 
that  they  will  stop  dredging  many  small  boat  harbors  around  the  country,  and 
NOAA’s  likely  termination  of  up-to-date  charting  of  many  of  those  same 
harbors.  Both  government  actions  are  the  result  of  budget  cutbacks.  Of  course, 
harbors  used  for  commercial  and  fishing  purposes  will  continue  to  be  dredged 
and  charted.  The  move  by  NBF  is  intended  "to  put  the  small  boater  on  a  more 
even  footing  with  his  commercial  brethren  by  making  him  part  of  interstate 
commerce,"  according  to  an  article  in  the  NBF’s  monthly  newsletter  The 
Lookout.  Want  to  find  out  more?  Check  out  NBF’s  brand  new  website  at 
www.outdoorsource.com/nbf. 
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SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  fate  of  a  San  Francisco  landmark  hung  in  the 
balance  at  a  public  meeting  hosted  by  the  San  Francisco  Planning  and  Urban 
Research  Association  on  January  7.  At  the  end  of  the  meeting,  despite  many 
pleas  of  'tear  down  and  rebuild',  the  National  Park  Service  had  made  its 
decision:  the  shejl  of  the  historic  Cliff  House  will  remain  —  although  it  would 
seek  developers  and  plans  to  'spruce  up'  the  stark  building,  possibly  beginning 
next  year.  This  ran  contrary  to  the  desires  of  most  in  attendance,  including  the 
sponsoring  SFPURA  and  other  civic  groups,  who  want  the  morgue-like 
structure  torn  down  and  replaced  —  preferably  by  rebuilding  the  elegant 
Victorian  structure  that  occupied  the  picturesque  Ocean  Beach  site  in  1896. 

There  have  been  a  number  of  Cliff  Houses  since  the  original  tavern  was 
built  above  Ocean  Beach  in  1863.  One  met  its  demise  exactly  110  years  ago 
last  month  —  because  of  a  sailing  ship.  Seems  the  two-masted  schooner 
Parallel  came  ashore  in  flukey  breezes  on  January  15,  1887,  just  a  couple  of 
hundred  yards  from  the  tavern.  Members  of  the  Lifesaving  Service  (forerunner 
to  the  Coast  Guard)  boarded  her,  but  were  surprised  to  find  no  one 'home. 
Leaving  two  watchmen  aboard,  they  retired  for  the  night.  What  no  one  knew 
but  the  crew  —  who  by  then  had  rowed  in  and  landed  in  Sausalito  —  was  that 
part  of  the  Parallel’s  cargo  consisted  of  42  tons  of  gunpowder. 

The  jarring  of  the  ship  on  rocks  in  the  wee  hours  of  January  16  setoff  the 
explosion.  So  powerful  was  the  blast  that  it  disintigrated  the  ship,  virtually' 
demolished  the  Cliff  House,  spewed  debris  over  a  mile  in  every  direction  — 
and  woke  just  about  everyone  in  San  Francisco.  The  two  watchmen,  thrown 
several  hundred  yards  and  landing  on  rocks,  amazingly  survived. 

BAIR  ISLAND  —  In  1830,  a  small  hide  drogher’s  post  called  Yerba 
Buena  opened  on  the  shores  of  present  day  San  Francisco  Bay,  beginning  the 
first  seaborne  trade  in  the  area.  Shipping  consisted  of  a  few  ships  a  year  until 
some  weenie  discovered  gold  at  Sutter’s  Mill.  Then,  in  1849  alone,  775  ships 
sailed  through  the  newly  named  'Golden  Gate'.  By  1860,  San  Francisco  was 
the  12th  largest  city  in  the  nation.  Today,  about  90  percent  of  San  Francisco’s 
former  wetland  has  been  paved,  filled,  drained  or  diked. 

It  was  therefore  cause  for  celebration  in  many  circles  when  the 
announcement  was  made  that  Bair  Island,  one  of  the  last  undeveloped 
wetlands  left,  will  be  sold  to  a  Peninsula  conservation  group  that  plans  to 
restore  it  to  its  natural,  pristine  condition. 

The  Peninsula  Open  Space  Trust  negotiated  the  agreement  to  purchase  the 
1 ,626-acre  parcel  —  composed  of  three  islands  separated  by  small  sloughs  just 
east  of  Redwood  City  —  from  the  Redwood  Shores  Properties,  an  affiliate  of 
Kumagai  Gumi  Co.,  Ltd.,  of  Japan.  The  purchase  price,  $15  million,  is  being 
financed  by  a  loan  from  an  anonymous  source. 

The  POST  plans  to  return  Bair  Island  (named  for  a  farmer  who  used  to 
graze  cattle  there)  to  its  natural  state.  That  basically  means  removing  the 
billboards  and  a  few  old  levees.  The  trust  will  then  transfer  ownership  to  the 
U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service.  Particular  beneficiaries  of  the  purchase  are 
three  endangered  species,  the  California  clapper  rail  and  least  tern  (both 
birds),  and  the  salt  marsh  harvest  mouse.  Many  scientists  believe  the  latter  is 
the  only  land  mammal  which  drinks  only  salt  water. 

CAPE  CANAVERAL  —  How  about  that  news  footage  showing  the  explo¬ 
sion  of  the  unmanned  rocket  shortly  after  takeoff  at  Cape  Canaveral  last 
month!  In  addition  to  the  loss  of  the  booster,  a  $40  million  navigational 
satellite  was  also  blown  into  about  a  billion  little  pieces.  The  whole  shebang 
rained  down  in  flaming  chunks  around  the  launch  pad  in  a  spectacular  show 
worthy  of  any  Fourth  of  July  grand  finale. 

It  got  us  to  wondering  —  once  again  —  why  taxpayers  have  to  foot  the  bill 
for  GPS  users  all  over  the  world.  Our  Department  of  Defense,  using  taxpayer 
dollars,  developed  and  implemented  GPS.  The  system  has  proven  to  be  an 
unbelievably  valuable  asset  in  saving  lives  and  money.  And  everyone  who 
uses  it  —  armies,  navies,  air  forces,  and  virtually  every  shipping  company  in 
the  world  (who  save  small  fortunes  in  fuel)  —  get  it  for  free. 

We’re  not  talking  large  and  punitive  fees,  but  maybe  $100  extra  per  unit 
for  units  sold  to  non-Americans,  and  a  bit  more  to  large  companies.  Are  we 
crazy  to  think  the  U.S.  taxpayer  should  be  compensated  for  the  immense 
savings  generated  by  this  utility? 


off  in  early  January  when  the  sponsorship 
deal  fell  apart.  Lady  Endeavour  is  currently 
sitting  on  the  hard  in  a  Southampton  boat¬ 
yard  and  Edwards  and  her  crew  have  gone 
to  other  winter  projects.  But  she  hopes  to 


getting  real 

Surfers  rule!  Or  at  least  they  won  a  round. 
A  three-year  court  battle  ended  last  month 
with  a  ban  on  shark  chumming  along  360 
miles  of  the  Central  Coast.  The  new  regula¬ 
tion  took  effect  January  21  for  waters  up  to 
three  miles  offshore. 


The  reason  for  the  chumming  —  which 
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have  the  campaign  back  on  track  soon. 
Possible  'shakedown'  runs  include  a  Pacific 
record  attempt  which  may  bring  the  boat  to 
the  West  Coast. 


chummy 

started  New  Year’s  Day,  1994  —  was  to 
attract  great  whites  so  that  scuba  divers  (in 
cages)  could  see  the  critters  up  close.  Thing 
was,  big  sharks  are  the  last  thing  people  like 
surfers  and  ab  divers  want  to  see.  In  1991, 
two  surfers  were  nearly  killed  by  great  whites 
south  of  Ano  Nuevo. 
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THE  SOUTH  POLE  —  Have  you  heard  about  this  maniac  who 
completed  the  first  solo  crossing  of  Antarctica?  With  no  animals  and  no 
motorized  vehicles,  yet?  Well,  to  be  brief,  Norwegian  insane  person  Boerge 
Ousland  crossed  1,675  miles  of  frozen  everything  in  64  days.  Wait  a  minute, 
some  of  you  are  saying.  That’s  an  average  of  almost  30  miles  a  day.  You  can’t 
walk  or  even  run  30  miles  every  day  —  especially  when  you’re  towing  a  400- 
pound  sled  full  of  all  your  food  and  gear.  Right  you  are,  and  that’s  why  you're 
reading  about  it  here.  Most  of  Boerge’s  trek  consisted  of  strapping  skis  on  his 
feet  and  a  parachute-like  sail  to  his  body.  The  get-up  and  Antarctica’s  fierce 
winds  allowed  him  to  cover  as  much  as  140  miles  a  day. 

IN  OUTER  SPACE  —  As  far  as  we  know,  the  only  article  ever  to 
complete  both  an  ocean  voyage  and  a  space  voyage  was  a  copper  spike  pulled 
from  the  hull  of  the  USS  Constitution.  ’Old  Ironsides1  spike  was  aboard  the 
space  shuttle  Atlantis  during  its  historic  rendezvous  with  the  Russian  space 
station  Mir. 


You  want  a  stout,  comfortable,  good-sailing  cruising  boat ?  Check  out  the  Crealock 
line.  We  happened  upon  HMS  Myra',  a  34,  sailing  serenely  past  Angel  Island  in  mid- 
January.  The  way  she  moved  purposefully  along,  the  obvious  enjoyment  of  the  small 
crew  and,  as  we  shivered  to  hold  the  camera  still  for  this  picture,  the  thought  of  that  \ 
warm,  sumptuous  cabin  made  her  the  shoe-in  for  our  February  ‘lookin' good1  feature. 


■  ■  ■  ■ 
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KEN  &  PAUL  ARE  17%  LESS, 

AND  THEY  ARE  MAD  AS  HELL! 


What  made  them  so  upset  was  a  comment  made 
during  the  Teak  Deck  Regatta:  "I  hear  that  KKMI 
is  really  a  great  boat  yard,  but  also  one  of  the  most 
expensive."  The  two  of  them  couldn't  believe  their 
ears.  How  in  the  world  could  someone  say  KKMI 
was  expensive  when  in  fact  the  yard  is  one  of  the 
least  expensive? 


way.  Talk  about  the  old  'bait  and  switch'  tactic!  In 
any  case,  Ken  and  Paul  decided  they  would  not 
participate  in  this  type  of  'marketing'  and  excluded 
them  from  their  survey. 


KKMI  IS  THE  LOWEST 


DON’T  GET  MAD,  GET  THE  FACTS 

After  hearing  this  news,  Ken  and  Paul  did  what 
any  small  business  owner  does  -  they  called  their 
competitors  to  double  check  their  prices.  Unfortu¬ 
nately  in  the  boat  yard  game,  comparing  prices  is 
easier  said  than  done  because  many  yards  play  little 
pranks  on  their  customers  with  the  prices  they 
quote.  For  example,  some  yards  do  not  include  the 
price  of  pressure  washing  in  their  haul  out  fee, 
charging  separately  for  this  service.  Now  to 
KKMI's  way  of  thinking,  if  you  are  going  to  haul 
your  Wit,  the  bottom  needs  to  be  washed,  period. 
It's  sort  of  like  brushing  your  teeth  without  using 
toothpaste.  More  importantly,  not  quoting  a  com¬ 
plete  price  is  deceptive.  So,  when  they  called 
around  they  needed  to  be  sure  they  got  all  the  costs, 
not  just  part.  They  decided  the  average  boat  on  the 
Bay  was  about  34'  so  that's  what  size  they  would 
shop.  They  called  every  major  yard  in  the  Bay  Area 
to  ask  their  prices.  One  yard  even  offered  to  haul 
and  launch  any  size  boat  for  just  a  hundred  dol¬ 
lars.  They  couldn't  believe  it  -  do  people  really 
think  you  can  haul  any  size  boat  for  this  price?  No 


After  calling  every  major  yard  and  comparing 
apples  to  apples,  Ken  and  Paul  really  became  up¬ 
set  because  they  were  right  after  all,  KKMI  truly 


to  the  root  of  this  misconception  immediately.  They 
started  asking  around  and  found  out  that  some 
people  assumed  that  just  because  KKMI  works  on 
so  many  large  and  beautiful  boats,  the  yard  must 
also  be  expensive.  For  some  reason  there  is  a  be¬ 
lief  that  if  you  own  a  large  or  nice  boat,  money 
isn't  important.  Au  contraire,  as  Ken  would  point 
out,  perhaps  the  reason  why  these  owners  are  so 
successful  in  the  first  place  is  because  they  know 
where  to  go  to  save  money  and  get  first  class  work. 
For  their  boats  they  have  found  KKMI  meets  that 
criteria. 


When  they're  mad 
it's  not  a  very  pretty  sight! 


does  have  the  lowest  prices.  In  fact,  their  prices 
were  on  the  average  17%  less  than  every  major 
yard!  Clearly  somehow  a  few  people  have  the 
wrong  impression,  and  Ken  and  Paul  needed  to  get 


SIMPLE  SOLUTION 

Ken  and  Paul  talked  for  hours  about  how  to  'fix’ 
this  perception  problem  and  how  to  get  the  word 
out  that  KKMI  truly  has  the  best  prices  in  the  Bay 
Area.  At  one  point  they  gave  serious  consideration 
to  the  idea  of  actually  raising  their  prices  so  they 
would  match  the  average  yard  in  the  Bay  Area,  with 
the  intention  of  then  turning  around  and  giving  each 
customer  a  'discount'  of  17%.  Fortunately  they 
came  to  their  senses  and  realized  the  last  thing  they 
wanted  to  do  was  get  into  playing  games  with  their 
customers.  Their  only  solution  would  be  to  do  noth¬ 
ing  and  have  faith  in  the  intelligence  of  their  cus¬ 
tomers.  Let  their  satisfied  customers  tell  the  KKMI 
story  and  in  time  the  truth  will  be  known.  After  all 
no  one  can  keep  a  good  deal  to  themselves,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  boating  community! 


I 
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KKMI  PROFILE 

Ed.  Note:  No  matter  what  profession  you  are  in, 
one  of  the  highest  compliments  any  colleague  can 
pay  you  is  either  referring  a  client  to  you  or,  better 
yet,  giving  you  the  opportunity  to  serve  them  your¬ 
self  as  a  client.  KKMI  is  very  fortunate  to  have  a 


number  of  people  in  the  marine  business  as  cus¬ 
tomers.  Not  only  do  we  feel  privileged  to  serve  these 
business  owners  as  customers,  but  we  take  great 
pride  in  the  fact  that  these  owners  know  who  are 
the  best  in  the  business  and  they  consider  KKMI 
worthy  of  such  distinction.  Profiled  below  is  one 
such  customer  of  KKMI. 

NAME  &  POSITION:  Drew  Harper,  President, 
Rendezvous  Charters/Spinnaker  Sailing 
BOATS  OWNED:  65'  Sea  Raven  and  78'  Rendez¬ 
vous,  plus  a  rental  fleet  of  30+ 

HISTORY:  Drew  started  teaching  sailing  21  years 
ago  in  Redwood  City.  He  was  a  co-founder  of  Spin¬ 
naker  Sailing  and  at  one  time  operated  his  own  boat 
yard  for  a  number  of  years.  His  company  has  be¬ 
come  one  of  the  Bay  Area's  largest  and  most  suc¬ 
cessful  charter  companies  operating  out  of  his  San 
Francisco  location  in  South  Beach  Marina.  In  ad¬ 


dition  to  employing  as  many  as  50  people  in  the 
summer,  his  company  maintains  two  large  charter 
yachts,  the  square  rigged  schooner  Rendezvous 
built  in  1935  and  the  catamaran  Sea  Raven  which 
is  the  only  sit  down  dining  sailing  charter  yacht  on 
the  Bay. 

BUSINESS  PHILOSOPHY:  "We  must  work  very 
hard  at  offering  our  customers  the  same  value  we 
expect  as  consumers  ourselves.  My  business  is 
much  like  the  boat  yard  business,  like  the  old  say¬ 
ing,  what  goes  around  comes  around." 

WHY  DID  YOU  BRING  YOUR  BOAT(s)  TO 
KKMI:  "Frankly  we  could  have  gone  to  a  yard 
much  closer  to  my  office,  but  we  brought  our  boats 
to  KKM|I  due  to  their  reputation.  I  have  never  done 
business  with  Ken  Keefe  before  but  I  knew  of  his 
distinctive  credentials  and  this  more  than  anything 
else  was  the  determining  factor." 
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\SURE  AND  COMMERCIAL  BOAT  YARD 
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530  WEST  CUTTING  BOULEVARD 
POINT  RICHMOND,  CA  94804 
(510)  235-KKMI  fax  235-4664 
e-mail:  kkmi@sirius.com 


CONSTRUCTION  -  SWAN  FACTORY  SERVICE  -  MARINA  -  TAXIDERMY 


NAUTORs 

SWAN 

SAN  FRANCISCO 


A  DEAL  ON  A  SWAN? 


For  more  than  30  years  the  craftsmen  at  Nau- 
tor  in  Finland  have  been  building  sailboats  of 
such  distinction  the  Swan  name  has  become  the 
standard  by  which  sailboats  are  judged.  While 
the  desirability  of  a  Swan  is  well  established, 
so  too  is  their  reputation  of  being  extraordinar¬ 
ily  expensive,  which  is  neither  fair  nor  true. 
While  there's  no  denying  a  Swan  costs  more  than 
a  mass  production  boat,  the  reason  is  that  you 
get  much  more.  In  fact,  items  which  are  usually 
optional  on  most  boats  are  standard  on  a  Swan. 

In  addition,  there  are  many  other  important  dif¬ 
ferences  between  a  Swan  and  any  other  boat. 
For  example,  every  Swan  has  a  mast  and  steer¬ 
ing  system  that's  specifically  built  for  that  par¬ 
ticular  boat.  Without  a  doubt,  when  you  com¬ 
pare  a  Swan  to  any  other  boat  there  is  simply  no 
comparison  and  what's  most  interesting,  is  this 
exceptional  quality  really  doesn't  cost  all  that 
much  more. 

In  addition,  KKMI  keeps  prices  down  in  sev¬ 
eral  unique  ways.  For  example,  they  do  not  keep 
boats  in  inventory,  which  only  increases  their 

The  SWAN  line  36,  40,  44,  46,  48,  53 


overhead  and  therefore  ultimately  the  cost  of  the 
boat.  Instead  they  allow  you  to  buy  your  boat 
directly  from  the  factory.  By  going  through 
KKMI  you  will  not  only  save  money  by  buying 
directly  from  the  builder  but  KKMI  will  show 
you  how  to  get  the  best  deal.  This  refreshing 
approach  has  allowed  KKMI's  clients  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  realize  their  dream  of  owning  a 
Swan  and  do  so  under  the  most  favorable  finan¬ 
cial  conditions.  What  is  most  interesting  is  un¬ 
der  this  program  of  keeping  costs  down  and 
buying  direct,  KKMI  has  become  Nautor's  top 
agent  on  the  West  Coast  for  the  past  four  years. 
So,  don't  let  the  reputation  of  a  Swan  being  too 
expensive  scare  you  away;  if  you  are  even  think¬ 
ing  of  buying  a  new  sailboat  you  owe  it  to  your¬ 
self  to  give  KKMI  a  call.  They  will  show  you 
why  a  Swan  is  so  special  and  at  the  same  time 
how  little  the  cost  difference  can  be.  Above  all, 
when  you  are  ready  to  build  the  boat  of  your 
dreams,  you  will  not  only  get  the  finest  boat  built 
but  the  best  deal. 

,  56,  57RS,  60,  66,  77,  86,  90,  100+ 


SWAN  36  Sea  Cat  (1990) 
Maintained  by  her  meticulous 
owner,  this  fresh  water  boat  has  been 
kept  under  a  full  boat  cover  half  the 
year.  Outfitted  with  an  incredible 
array  of  the  best  equipment  avail¬ 
able:  radar,  GPS,  autopilot,  diesel 
furnace,  windlass  -  the  list  is  fan¬ 
tastic.  Don't  let  this  fabulous  oppor¬ 
tunity  slip  by  -  give  us  a  call. 


SWAN  46  Hi  Ho  Silver  (1988) 
This  tri-cabin  version  is  the  second 
Swan  46  built  for  her  owner.  She's 
been  lightly,  used  and  professionally 
maintained.  Lying  in  Mallorca,  she  is 
just  waiting  for  a  new  owner  to  take  a 
downwind  slide  to  the  Caribbean  for 
the  winter,  before  bringing  her  home. 


KiimiiimiHMiiNmiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimmiiiiMiimmiuiiimiiiiiiiimimmiitmiim: 

I  HERB  CRANE 


SWAN  55  Swan  Fun  (1972) 
A  beautifully  restored  early  vin¬ 
tage  Swan.  From  her  new  diesel 
engine  to  the  'state  of  the  art' 
electronics,  this  is  absolutely  the 
largest  high  quality  yacht  you 
can  buy  for  the  money.  Priced  at 
a  fraction  of  her  replacement  cost, 
at  $295,000,  she's  a  steal. 


Tuesday  Turnbuckles 

MORE  THAN  A  JOB:  Certainly  one  of  the  perks  of 
making  a  living  in  the  marine  business  is  that  your  cus¬ 
tomers  become  friends  and  vice  versa.  Because  we  all 
share  the  same  love  of  the  water  this  occurs  easily.  One 
of  our  biggest  pleasures  is  hearing  from  our  friends  who 
have  gone  cruising  and  their  sharing  with  us  their  sto¬ 
ries  and  adventures.  Not  only  do  we  enjoy  cruising  with 
them  vicariously,  but  this  feedback  serves  as  an  excel¬ 
lent  source  of  information  as  to  what  is  working  'out  in 
the  field'.  At  KKMI  we  are  obviously  looking  to  build 
strong  relationships  with  our  customers.  One  of  the  ben¬ 
efits  are  the  friendships  which  develop  in  the  process. 

★  ★  ★ 

SLOOP  DU  JOUR:  In  all  our  years  on  the  waterfront 
we  have  never  seen  such  enthusiasm  for  a  new  boat  as 
we  have  seen  for  the  new  Sabre  402.  Named  overall 
winner  as  1997's  'Sailboat  of  the  Year',  the  first  402  ar¬ 
rived  in  mid-January  at  KKMI.  From  the  moment  the 
boat  came  off  the  truck  from  Maine,  there  was  a  steady 
procession  of  admirers.  Some  visitors  were  so  taken  with 
the  great  looks  of  the  new  402  they  would  come  into  the 
yard  office  asking,  "What  kind  of  boat  is  that  one  with 
the  beautiful  navy  blue  hull?"  and  a  few  more  almost 
demanded  to  go  aboard!  Fortunately  the  boat  has  been 
moved  over  to  City  Yachts  and  can  be  seen,  by  appoint¬ 
ment,  in  San  Francisco  . . .  Speaking  of  City  Yachts  the 
gang  over  there  keeps  selling  boats  like  crazy  with  up  to 
a  dozen  boats  in  escrow  at  one  time!  It  seems  as  if  ev¬ 
erything  is  selling,  from  Beneteaus  and  Passports  to 
Pearsons.  Besides  being  one  of  Northern  California's 
oldest  and  most  reputable  yacht  sales.  City  Yachts  also 
has  the  ability  to  save  their  customers  tremendous 
amounts  of  money.  For  example  when  you  buy  your  boat 
from  them  you  only  pay  half  price  on  your  haul  out,  or 
you  get  a  free  berth  forever  until  your  boat  sells  if  you 
list  your  boat  with  them.  If  you  are  thinking  of  buying 
or  selling,  you’ll  be  wasting  money  if  you  do  not  give 
City  Yachts  a  call. 

★  ★  ★ 

SOME  GET  IT,  NOT:  The  other  day  someone  said  the 
KHRONICLE  had  "too  many  words".  .  .  WOW,  this 
really  threw  us  off  balance . . .  Does  that  mean  if  we  just 
put  a  picture  of  some  boats  sitting  in  a  parking  lot,  more 
people  would  call?  If  this  is  the  case,  maybe  KKMI 
should  just  succumb  to  the  old  "Full  Service  Boat  Yard" 
slogan*and  leave  it  at  that ...  we  think  not.  In  fact,  we 
believe  it  is  vital  that  people  learn  a  little  bit  about  KKMI 
each  month. . .  This  way  when  it  comes  time  to  decide 
where  to  bring  your  boat  for  service  the  decision  is  based 
on  accurate  information,  not  some  worn  out  slogan.. . . 
If  we  were  really  smart  though,  we'd  do  the  same  thing 
just  about  every  other  company  does  to  attract  attention 
to  their  product  or  service  .  .  .  they  use  sex,  subtle  or 
otherwise.  Sure,  this  would  be  the  easy  way  out  and  . . . 
wait .  .  .  that  gives  us  a  idea  .  .  .  we’ll  get  back  to  you 
next  month. 
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it  3  a.m.  on  Sunday,  December  29,  all 
21  crewmembers  aboard  Hasso  Plattner’s 
Reichel/Pugh  80  Morning  Glory  were  hiking 
hard  as  we  fetched  up  the  Derwent  River  at 
12  knots.  Four  police  launches  surrounded 
us,  keeping  back  75  cheering  spectator  craft. 
We  were  only  minutes  away  from  breaking 
KialoallF s  2 1-year-old  record,  and  suddenly 
it  was  hard  to  remember  where  we  were  just 
a  week  before. 

That  was  a  sunny  Saturday  afternoon  five 
days  before  the  start  of  the  52nd  Telstra 
Sydney  to  Hobart  Blue  Water  Ocean  Racing 
Classic.  We  were  sailing  off  Sydney  Heads  in 
!  about  16  knots  of  breeze  with  two  reefs  in 
!  the  mainsail,  fine-tuning  our  reefing  process, 
when  the  totally  unexpected  happened  — 

!  we  heard  an  unfortunately  all-too-familiar 
craaackl,  and  all  eyes  looked  upward.  The 
top  section  of  Morning  Glory’s  carbon  fiber 


mast  had  snapped  off  just  below  the  hoi^nds, 
and  was  dangling  sickly  by  the  jumpers  and 
headstay. 

After  the  momentary  shock  of  inexplic¬ 
ably  losing  our  third  rig  in  six  months,  we  ran 
forward  to  drag  the  #3  jib  back  aboard  and 
begin  the  process  of  getting  the  main  down. 
At  least  it  was  reefed,  which  made  it  easier  to 
retrieve  than  when  the  mast  had  snapped  at 
the  Kenwood  Cup  and  the  Big  Boat  Series. 

Motoring  back  into  Sydney  Harbor,  the 
crew  folded  the  sails  and  cleaned  up  the 
carnage  under  the  watchful  cameras  of  three 
circling  Australian  TV  helicopters.  Already, 
Morning  Glory’s  skipper,  Trophee  Jules 
Verne  winner  Barry  McKay,  and  Mark  Haus¬ 
er  of  Southern  Spars  were  on  the  cellular 
phone  to  New  Zealand,  arranging  for 


I*® 


‘Morning  Glory'  at  the  ’96  Big  Boat  Series. 
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SYDNEY-HOBART  '96 


'SWAT  team'  of  spar  builders  to  arrive  in 
Sydney  first  thing  the  next  morning.  We 
headed  directly  to  the  boatyard,  where  we 
were  met  by  a  swarm  of  media  anxiously 
awaiting  our  arrival  —  they  take  their 
sailboat  racing  seriously  in  Australia! 

Sunday  morning,  Southern  Spars  pro¬ 
nounced  the  damage  to  our  month-old  mast 
terminal,  and  Barry  implemented  a  military¬ 
like  operation  to  get  our  spare  rig  from 
Auckland  to  Sydney  in  time  for  the  race. 
Calls  were  made  to  the  airlines,  and  we 
found  that  Qantas  had  a  747  freighter  in  Los 
Angeles  that  was  destined  for  Sydney.  With 
help  from  Qantas’  Australian  general  man¬ 
ager,  this  plane  was  diverted  to  Auckland  on 
its  way  to  Sydney. 

There,  the  plane  was  to  pick  up  our  spare 
rig  —  but  with  just  one  potential  problem  — 
Sydney  airport  has  an  1 1  p.m.  curfew,  and  it 
would  be  close,  very  close.  We  spent  Mon¬ 
day  continuing  other  preparations  for  the 
race,  and  while  wet-sanding  the  bottom, 
joked  that  we  were  a  day  ahead  of  the 
schedule  posted  in  the  container.  We  weren’t 
supposed  to  be  working  under  the  boat  until 
tomorrow  —  but  with  no  rig  to  tune,  it  was 
as  good  a  time  as  any  to  begin  sanding. 

P 

1  ortunately,  the  plane  picked  up  time 
on  the  way  to  Auckland,  arriving  at  Sydney 
with  10  minutes  to  spare  on  Monday  night. 
Once  in  Sydney,  the  rig  was  trucked  to  a 
barge,  and  then  towed  across  the  harbor  to 
the  boatyard  (which  had  a  too-tight  turn  for 
land  delivery).  Assembly  began  immediately 
in  the  wee  hours  of  the  morning.  At  8  a.m. 
Tuesday,  the  night  shift  left  for  some 
breakfast  and  shut-eye.  The  rest  of  us 
completed  rigging  the  105-foot  mast. 

By  1  p.m.,  the  entire  crew  was  re¬ 
assembled  and  we  were  ready  to  step  the 


Above,  Hobart,  0330  —  the  celebration  begins. 
Below,  'Morning  Glory1  blasts  down  a  Bass  Strait 
wave  at  23  knots. 


mast.  All  this  activity  alerted  the  media, 
which  had  been  gathered  at  the  boatyard 
gate.  We  moved  the  mast  out  of  the  shed 
and  began  to  position  it  with  a  crane,  all  the 
while  surrounded  by  five  TV  camera  crews 
and  countless  photographers. 

By  5  p.m.,  we  had  the  rig  in  the  boat  and 
were  motoring  back  across  Sydney  Harbor  to 
the  marina  at  the  host  Cruising  Yacht  Club  of 
Australia.  We  spent  Christmas  Day  tuning 
the  rig  and  testing  our  reefing  gear,  while 
being  followed  by  a  boatload  of  media  and  a 
couple  of  helicopters.  We  completed  our 
final  race  prep,  and  then  retired  to  a  quiet 
Christmas  dinner  in  our  hotel’s  dining  room. 

Thursday  morning,  race  day.  More  than  a 
few  eyes  glanced  aloft  as  we  motored  to  the 
start.  Yup,  still  there.  .  .  so  far,  so  good.  Our 
crew,  which  represented  eight  nationalities, 
included  a  galaxy  of  sailing  stars,  among 
o  them  Cup-winning  Black  Magic  alumni  Rus- 
z  sell  Courts,  Simon  Daubney  and  Robbie 
o  'Battler'  Naismith-,  Star  gold  medalist  Torben 
Grael,  Winston  skipper  Bouwe  Bekking; 
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Mumm  36  world  champion  Thomas  I  Punkt 
main  trimmer  Marco  Constant,  and  Whit¬ 
bread  and  America3  veteran  Dawn  Riley. 

As  we  assembled  in  the  cockpit  for  a 
quick  pre-race  strategy  briefing,  our  ace 
navigator,  Andrew  Cape,  informed  us  that 
the  weather  didn’t  bode  particularly  well  for 
a  record-breaking  attempt.  Capey  announ¬ 
ced  that  we  could  expect  to  be  hit  by  a 
southerly  change,  bringing  on  a  famed 
Tasman  Sea  'South  Buster1  a  few  hours  after 
the  start. 

T 

1  he  start  was  almost  anti-climactic  after 
all  we’d  been  through  —  though  starting  with 
95  boats  on  the  line  with  an  ebb  tide  was 
something  to  remember!  Actually,  wre  were 
one  of  about  25  boats  that  were  called  over 
early,  and  quickly  peeled  around  and  re¬ 
started.  Three  other  line  honors  favorites  — 
Brindabella,  Amazon  and  the  R/P  66  Exile  — 
were  also  over  early,  though  Exi/e  and  even¬ 
tual  corrected  time  race  winner  Ausmaid,  a 


sailed  Farr  47,  didn’t  find  out  until  20 
minutes  after  the  start  when  their  names 
were  broadcast  on  the  radio.  They  and 
others  beat  back  up  to  the  line  in  front  of  an 
estimated  crowd  of  300,000  spectators 
watching  from  boats  and  the  spectacular 
bluffs  surrounding  the  harbor. 

We  started  with  the  medium  #1  jib,  and 
tacked  our  way  out  of  Sydney  Harbor.  As  we 
reached  Sydney  Heads,  the  breeze  died  off 
and  we  eventually  put  up  the  half-ounce  and 
slowly  made  our  way  out  to  sea.  A  bit  later, 
the  wind  began  shifting  to  the  south,  and  we 
changed  back  to  the  medium  #1,  but  only 
for  a  little  while.  .  .  A  big,  dark  cigar-shaped 
Tasman  Sea  roller  cloud  suddenly  appeared 
ahead  of  us,  signaling  the  approach  of  the 
South  Buster.  Capey  called  out,  "get  your 
wet  weather  gear  on  and  the  #3  up,  and  you 
can’t  do  it  any  too  quickly".  The  roller 
approached  at  about  35  knots,  and  was  soon 
on  us. 

The  front  hit  with  incredible  force.  The 
sky  darkened,  and  the  breeze  instantly,  and 
I  mean  instantly,  went  from  5  knots  to  30. 
This  change  was  immediately  followed  by 


another  increase  to  40  knots  and  a  quick 
building  of  the  seas  to  10+  feet.  On  an  IMS 
maxi,  40  true  upwind  is  50  across  the  deck 
—  we  were  quickly  tucking  a  reef  in  the 
main,  and  changing  down  to  the  #4  jib. 

About  then,  the  main  leech  started 


fluttering  violently,  and  the  call  was  passed 
forward  to  tighten  the  leech-line.  When  Alec 
Rhys,  our  mid-bowman,  tried  to  adjust  it,  he 
discovered  that  the  leech  cord  had  broken 
somewhere  in  the  giant  3DL  sail.  Given  the 
extreme  conditions,  we  had  to  repair  it 
immediately,  or  the  main  would  soon  shred 
itself.  We  dropped  it  on  deck,  which  in  these 
conditions  was  an  all-hands  proposition.  The 


As  the  breeze 
continued  to  build, 
we  changed 
down  to  the  #2 
and  tore  off  through 
the  night 
toward  the  lights 
of  Tasmania. 


life  harnesses  came  up  on  deck,  and  we 
began  fixing  the  main,  continuing  along 
under  #4  headsail  alone. 

Once  the  main  was  repaired,  the  decision 
was  made  to  leave  it  down.  We’d  just  seen 
Brindabella  drop  off  a  wave  and  blow  its  rig 
out  a  mile  in  front  of  us,  and  knew  we  had  to 
keep  the  boat  depowered  a  bit.  After  all,  we 
were  still  doing  between  8  and  9  knots 
upwind  in  a  ferocious  seaway,  and  we  didn’t 
want  to  risk  breaking  a  fourth  mast  in  six 
months.  "In  order  to  be  first-to-finish,  first 
you  have  to  finish!"  proclaimed  Barry,  echo¬ 
ing  the  ENZA  mantra.  We  lashed  the  main 
down  on  the  boom,  and  as  crew  was  then 
not  needed  on  the  rail  for  stability,  we 
decided  to  begin  our  watch  system.  The  off- 
watch  went  below  to  get  what  rest  they 
could. 

We  sailed  this  way  for  about  six  hours, 
through  a  night  that  Courts  called  "really 
ugly".  The  seas  were  steep  and  short  — 
shorter  than  Morning  Glory’s  80  feet  —  and 
we  would  routinely  drop  off  the  face  of  the 
waves.  Sleep  was  pretty  much  out  of  the 
question.  .  . 

Later,  we  learned  that  eight  boats 
dropped  out  that  night.  Among  them  were 
Ausmaid’ s  winning  ’96  Kenwood  Cup  team 
''mates,  the  Farr  50  Ragamuffin  and  the  N/M 
43  Quest.  The  former  blew  out  her  mainsail, 
while  the  latter  inverted  her  rig.  Ninety- 
Seven,  the  Farr  47  that  won  the  ’93  Sydney- 
Hobart  Race,  retired  even  earlier  in  the  race 
due  to  a  collision  on  the  starting  line. 

T  hroughout  the  night,  Morning  Glory 
demonstrated  the-great  stiff  construction  of 
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McConaghy  boats,  withstanding  a  couple  of 
amazing  drops.  The  motion  was  so  violent 
that  at  some  point  during  the  night  the 
instrument  wand  was  shaken  off  the  top  of 
the  mast.  I  remember  lying  in  my  bunk, 
thinking  about  a  video  I’d  seen  in  a  chand¬ 
lery  the  day  before  about  another  Reichel/ 
Pugh  design  that  McConaghy  built  —  one 
Australia,  the  America’s  Cup  boat  that 
snapped  in  half  and  sank  within  a  minute. 

As  the  front  passed  and  the  wind  eased 
in  the  pre-dawn  hours,  we  hoisted  the  main 
up  with  one  reef.  Soon  after,  we  switched  up 
to  the  #3  and  shook  out  the  reef.  By  mid¬ 
morning,  we  were  back  to  the  #1  jib,  and 
going  painfully  slow  in  a  light  patch.  Exile 
took  notice  of  this  and  sailed  around  us 
further  out  to  sea  —  much  to  the  disap¬ 
pointment  of  all  aboard  Morning  Glory.  We 
began  to  reach  up,  trying  to  get  between  her 
and  Tasmania. 

As  the  day  progressed,  the  breeze 
increased  and  came  aft,  and  we  were  treated 
to  five  or  six  hours  of  spectacular  sailing, 
running  down  Bass  Straits  in  about  35  knots 
of  breeze  (we  could  only  guess  at  wind 
strength  at  this  point  due  to  the  loss  of  the 
masthead  wand).  With  Hasso  and  Torben 
alternating  on  the  helm,  four  guys  pumping 
the  mainsheet  handles  and  three  on  the  spin 
sheet,  we  spent  hours  flying  down  the  waves. 
Morning  Glory  routinely  hit  23s  and  24s, 
and  peaked  at  25.3.  Our  average  speed  for 
four  hours  was  just  shy  of  20  knots  —  now 
that  made  up  for  the  night  before! 

Capey  had  a  program  running  on  one  of 
the  laptops  that  told  us  how  we  were  doing 
against  Kialoa’s  1975  milestone  of  2  days, 
14  hours,  36  minutes,  and  14  seconds.  The 
good  news  was  that  we  were  doing  twice  the 
average  speed  required  to  break  the  record! 
The  possibility  of  beating  Kialoa’s  legendary 
time  was  on  the  minds  of  everyone  aboard 
as  we  sped  across  Bass  Straits  during  the 


Hasso  takes  five  as  'Exile'  fades  over  the  horizon 
behind. 


night.  At  least  the  deep  running  conditions 
allowed  the  off-watch  to  get  some  much- 
needed  sleep. 

The  breeze  lightened  through|£he  night, 
and  we  spent  the  following  morning  running 
at  12-14  knots  in  moderate  breeze.  As  the 
day  went  on,  we  began  to  think  more  and 
more  about  the  possibility  of  the  record;  we 
were  still  sailing  above  the  magic  number  on 
Capey’s  computer. 

Of  course,  at  this  point,  the  wind  started 
to  die.  My  watch  was  below  when  we  heard 
the  call  for  the  dreaded  wind  seeker  —  the 
breeze  had  died,  and  we  were  becalmed.  But 
then,  just  when  I  was  falling  asleep,  there 

-  — —  ^ 

The  front 

hit  and  the  breeze 
instantly  -and 
I  mean  instantlv- 
went  from 

5  knots  to  30. 

■  . . . 


ill 


was  a  call  for  all  hands  and  the  jibtop  —  the 
breeze  had  shifted  and  come  back!  We  were 
all  quickly  on  the  rail,  hiking  as  hard  as  we 
could  while  Morning  Glory  began  close 
reaching.  Before  long,  the  jib  top  was 
swapped  for  the  blast  reacher.  The  wind 
increased  to  about  25  knots,  and  we  were 
popping  off  15s  with  spray  everywhere.  Life 
was  good,  we  were  again  well  above  Capey’s 


magic  number. 

As  we  approached  the  barren,  sunlit 
cliffs  of  Tasman  Island,  the  breeze  again 
lightened.  We  responded  by  going  back  to 
the  jibtop  and  adding  our  jib  staysail.  With 
the  sun  setting  and  the  breeze  easing,  we 
sailed  towards  the  island.  After  dark,  the 
breeze  dropped  even  more,  and  we  were 
back  to  the  half  ounce,  jibing  back  and  forth 
on  hot  angles  near  the  cliffs  of  Cape  Raoul. 
Once  again,  things  began  to  look  bleak  for 
beating  the  record. 

But  then,  one  last  time,  the  breeze 
miraculously  picked  up  again.  Soon,  we 
found  ourselves  back  to  the  heavy  #1, 
fetching  across  Storm  Bay  towards  the 
Derwent  and  Hobart.  This  was  when  the 
adrenaline  really  started  kicking  in.  As  the 
breeze  continued  to  build,  we  changed  down 
to  the  #2,  and  tore  off  through  the  night 
toward  the  lights  of  Tasmania. 

As  we  approached  the  Iron  Pot,  the  light¬ 
house  marking  the  entrance  to  the  Derwent 
River,  we  tack-changed  back  to  the  heavy 
#1  for  the  final  six  mile  sprint  up  to  the 
finish.  Suddenly,  several  boats  appeared  out 
of  nowhere  and  began  following  us.  With 
each  moment  that  we  charged  up  the  river, 
it  seemed  another  boat  would  join  in.  Soon, 
we  were  leading  a  procession  of  about  75 
craft,  ranging  from  inflatables  to  ferry  boats, 
up  the  river! 

Finally,  we  saw  the  finish  line.  With  two 
quick  tacks,  we  sailed  into  the  history  books 
—  we’d  beaten  the  elusive  record  with  just 
29  minutes  to  spare.  As  we  dropped  the  sails, 
we  all  joined  in  emotional,  congratulatory 
embraces.  It  was  an  amazing  feeling  given 
where  we’d  been  just  days  before  —  certain¬ 
ly  it  was  the  highlight  of  my  sailing  career. 
Even  the  pro  sailors  on  board  Morning  Glory 
were  completely  swept  up  in  the  moment. 

A 

i  Is  we  motored  towards  the  quay,  we 
could  see  that  it  was  lined  with  over  2,000 
cheering  people.  We  docked  at  3:30  a.m., 
and  immediately  were  swarmed  by  the 
media  again.  Telstra  management  was  there, 
too,  carrying  a  magnum  of  champagne  and 
a  gigantic  cardboard  check  made  out  for 
$300,000  (AUS)  —  about  $240,000  US  — 
which  Hasso  had  already  said  he’d  split 
equally  among  his  crew. 

The  crew  held  The  Check  aloft  while 
Hasso  sprayed  us  with  champagne  under  the 
TV  lights.  It  was  a  perfect  finish  to  one  hell  of 
a  busy  week. 

—  ronn  loewenthal 
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his  is  the  story  of  what  can  happen 
when  a  regatta  becomes  too  successful; 
when  a  race  committee  allows  the  racing 
conditions  to  get  out  of  control;  and  when  a 
skipper  demonstrates  more  aggression  than 
knowledge  of  the  rules.  lit  addition,  it  illus¬ 
trates  that  the  French  —  their  vaunted  Revo¬ 
lution  notwithstanding  —  are  still  clueless  on 
the  concept  of  due  process.  The  results  are 
tragic  and  disgraceful. 

It  all  began  in  1980  with  an  argument  in 
a  St.  Tropez  bar  between  Dick  Jayson  and 
Jean  Lorrain.  Jayson  insisted  that  his  Swan 
44  Pride  was  a  better  boat  than  Ikra,  a  12- 
Meter  Lorrain  was  running  for  noted  Ameri¬ 
ca’s  Cup  aspirant  Baron  Bich.  The  two 
decided  to  settle  the  dispute  properly  —  with 
a  race  from  St.  Tropez  to  the  La  Nioulargue 
buoy,  and  then  to  a  finish  off  the  exclusive 
Club  55  restaurant  on  Pampleonne  Beach. 

The  two  skippers  had  so  much  fun  that 
they  decided  to  do  it  again  the  following 
year  —  and  allow  other  yachts  to  join  in.  La 
Nioulargue,  as  the  event  became  known, 
snowballed  like  no  other  yachting  event  in 
history.  In  a  matter  of  only  a  few  years,  it 
had  become  one  of  the  most  popular  —  and 
exclusive  —  regattas  in  the  world. 

Not  only  did  the  finest  yachts  and  sailors 
from  around  the  world  show  up  in  St.  Tropez 
for  La  Nioulargue,  but  it  quickly  became 
established  as  the  premiere  international 
showcase  for  classic  yachts,  the  larger  the 
better.  Inspired  by  the  La  Nioulargue  specta¬ 
cle,  well-heeled  sailors  —  and  wannabe 
sailors  —  spent  millions  to  purchase  and 
painstakingly  restore  yachts  built  70  and  80 
years  ago. 

Soon  La  Nioulargue  had  everything:  a 
chic  locale,  grand  yachts,  big  money,  dash¬ 
ing  sailors,  beautiful  women,  and  wild 
parties.  Despite  the  fact  that  La  Nioulargue 
is  held  in  October,  a  month  after  the  end  of 
high  season  in  the  South  of  France,  by  1990 
it  had  become  the  area’s  most  profitable 
week. 

It’s  rare  for  any  event  to  grow  rapidly 
without  some  problems,  and  La  Nioulargue 
had  its  share.  The  ranks  of  the  racing  fleet 
had  been  allowed  to  swell  into  the  hundreds 
before  owners  were  turned  away  for  simple 
lack  of  room  to  accommodate  any  more  of 
them.  At  the  same  time,  the  race  committee 


With  all  sails  pulling  and  a  bone  in  her  teeth, 
'Mariette'  is  a  breathtaking  sight. 

tion. 

As  a  result  of  the  negligence  on  the  part 
of  the  race  committee  and  the  aggressive 
tactics  of  asmall-boat skipper,  LaNioulargue 
came  apart  in  October  of  1995.  That’s  when 
a  collision  occurred  between  the  Six  Meter 
Taos  Brett  and  Mariette  a  classic  schooner 
owned  by  Northern  California’s  Tom  Per¬ 
kins.  Tragically,  the  collision  resulted  in  the 
death  of  a  French  sailor. 

Because  the  court  proceedings  associated 
with  the  death  of  Dr.  Jacques  Bourry  weren’t 
scheduled  for  adjucation  until  September  of 
1996,  the  La  Nioulargue  establishment  — 
charged  with  being  at  least  partly  responsible 
for  the  tragedy  —  was  in  a  bind.  If  they  ran 
the  regatta  as  they  had  done  in  the  past,  they 
would  be  setting  themselves  up  for  yet  ano¬ 
ther  tragedy.  But  if  they  changed  the  race 
conditions,  it  would  be  akin  to  an  admission 
of  guilt.  Yet  there  was  too  much  money  and 
too  many  egos  at  risk  to  just  let  the  event  die. 
Their  solution  was  to  sponsor  a  fraud:  a 
regatta  without  sailing  competition.  On-the- 
water  racing  was  replaced  with  shoreside 
crew  competitions,  crew  parades,  and  sea 
chantey  fests.  Knowledgeable  owners  and 
sailors  stayed  away  in  droves. 


years,  died  of  cancer,  Perkins  felt  he  needed 
a  project  to  distract  himself.  So  he  purchased 
and  restored  Mariette,  a  138-ft  Herreschoff 
schooner  that  had  been  built  in  1915.  "She’s 
absolutely  magnificent,"  Perkins  says.  At 
least  she  was  after  a  seven-month  refit  in  an 
Italian  boatyard. 

Once  the  refit  was  completed,  Perkins  and 
Captain  Tom  Eaton  successfully  raced  her  in 
events  around  the  Med.  They  won  at  Puerto 
Cervo,  Cannes,  Imperia,  and  Monaco.  And 
she  was  winning  her  division  at  La  Niou¬ 
largue  in  October  of  '95.  when  the  inevitable 
happened:  there  was  another  collision.  But 
this  one  was  different,  as  there  was  a  death. 

Mariette  and  Taos  Brett,  the  two  boats 
that  collided,  couldn’t  have  been  more 
different.  The  138-ft  gaff-rigged  schooner 
Mariette  displaces  165  tons,  while  the  sleek 
Taos  Brett  is  only  32  feet  and  displaces  less 
than  l/30th  as  much.  What  could  two  such 
different  boats  have  been  doing  competing 
in  the  same  part  of  St.  Tropez  Bay? 

Taos  Brett  was  in  the  midst  of  her  race 
when  the  accident  occurred.  Mariette  had 
just  begun  her  starting  sequence,  and  was 
positioning  herself  for  a  run  at  the  line.  But 
get  this:  the  buoy  at  one  end  of  Mariette’s 
starting  line  also  happened  to  be  the  next 
mark  on  Taos  Brett’s  course!  This  would  be 
akin  to  having  the  mark  in  front  of  the  St. 
Francis  simultaneously  functioning  as  the 
reaching  mark  for  the  Olson  30  fleet  and  the 
starting  line  for  a  fleet  of  130  footers! 

What  could  the  La  Nioulargue  race  com¬ 
mittee  have  been  thinking?  Because  the 


elvedere’s  Thomas  Perkins  is  both 
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turned  a  blind  eye  to  the  dangers  of  permit¬ 
ting  ever-increasing  numbers  of  vastly  differ¬ 
ent  size  and  style  boats  to  compete  on  the 
same  courses.  Even  after  several  spectacular 
collisions,  the  race  committee  still  failed  to 
take  significant  action  to  remedy  the  situa¬ 


one  of  the  most  successful  venture  capitalists 
in  the  United  States  and  a  long  time  sailor. 
When  he  bought  the  152-ft  Perini  ketch 
Andromeda  several  years  ago,  it  was  just  the 
latest  in  a  string  of  boats  he’s  owned.  And 
then  when  Gerd,  his  beloved  wife  of  35 


Unfortunately,  Taos  Brett’  didn’t  make  it 
in  front  of  us.  There  was  a  collision,  and  Dr.  Bourry  died. 


THE  NIOULARCUE  INCIDENT 


spectacle  of  the  event  had  become  so  impor¬ 
tant,  it’s  believed  that  the  intersecting 
courses  were  used  to  provide  a  more  exciting 
venue  for  spectators. 

In  any  event,  believing  that  he  had  the 
right  to  bring  Mariette  up  into  the  wind, 
Claude  Graff,  the  skipper  of  little  Taos  Brett, 
tried  to  do  just  that.  If  no  other  boats  had 
been  around,  Taos  Brett  would  have  had 
that  right.  But  as  you  can  see  from  the 
accompanying  photographs,  there  were 
other  boats  —  most  significantly  Candida, 
which  was  on  starboard  and  therefore  had 
rights  over  both  Mariette  and  Taos  Brett. 
Ignoring  the  hails  from  Mariette’s  crew  not  to 
come  up  —  as  well  as  the  rules  of  physics, 
which  state  that  a  little  boat  that  sails  in  front 
a  big  one  will  get  run  over  —  skipper  Graff 
sailed  Taos  Brett  directly  into  the  only  path 
possible  for  Perkins’  much  larger  boat. 

Mariette  came  up  as  far  as  possible 
without  hitting  Candida.  The  smaller  boat 
never  changed  course.  In  the  final  few 
seconds  before  impact,  Mariette  had  started 
her  engines  and  threw  them  into  reverse. 
The  Six  Meter  skipper  bore  away  at  the  last 
second,  but  it  was  too  late.  Mariette  and 
Taos  Brett  collided.  The  smaller  boat’s  rig 
snagged  on  the  larger  boat,  and  Taos  Brett 
sank  quickly.  One  of  the  crew,  Dr.  Jacques 
Bourry,  was  not  able  to  swim  free  from  the 
sinking  boat  and  drowned. 

It  was  a  terrible  tragedy,  made  worse  by 


A  seven-month  restoration  gave  the  80-year-old 
Herreschoff  schooner  a  new  lease  on  life. 


the  way  the  French  then  mishandled  it.  The 
next  day,  Dr.  Bourry’s  family  —  which  in  the 
French  manner  included  both  his  wife  and 
mistress  —  sought  out  Perkins  aboard  his 
schooner.  "They  hugged  me,  told  me  they 
understood  that  it  hadn’t  been  Mariette’s 
fault,  and  told  me  they  wanted  to  make  sure 
that  Mariette  and  I  would  return  to  race 
again,"  remembers  Perkins.  "They  introduced 
me  to  Dr.  Bourry’s  17-year-old  son,  ex¬ 
plained  that  he  liked  to  race,  and  asked  if  I 
might  be  able  to  use  him  as  crew.  They  were 
just  wonderful  to  me." 

The  same  cannot  be  said  for  the  French 
authorities.  Here’s  Perkins’  account  of  what 
happened  before,  during  and  after  that  day. 

"\A7 

V  V  hen  the  verdict  of  the  September 
1996  trial  for  manslaughter  against  myself 
and  my  captain,  Tom  Eaton,  in  the  French 
provincial  town  of  Draguignan  was  an¬ 
nounced,  Captain  Eaton  and  I  were  both 
found  guilty.  We  were  both  given  suspended 
sentences  of  two  months  and  each  fined 
FF50.000  (about  $10,000  U.S.).  The  skipper 
of  the  Six  Meter  Taos  Brett  was  also  found 
guilty,  but  the  La  Nioulargue  race  organizers 
—  who  at  one  time  had  been  held  partly  at 
fault  —  were  exonerated. 

Until  the  verdict  was  announced,  we’d 
been  optimistic  that  the  judges  would  have 
come  to  a  sensible  rather  than  'political1 
decision.  Fifteen  of  16  witnesses  unequivo¬ 
cally  stated  that  Mariette  was  blameless,  and 
a  dozen  large-scale  photographs  support 


Tom  Perkins  with  his  significant  other,  bestsel¬ 
ling  author  Danielle  Steele.  During  16  hours  of 
courtroom  testimony,  she  acted  as  his  translator. 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  trail  when  an  arrogant 
Parisian  told  Perkins  it  was  ungentlemanly  of 
him  to  protest  the  findings,  Steele  gave  him  a 
verbal  broadside. 

their  opinion. 

We  are  appealing  the  decision.  While 
assuming  eventual  vindication,  I  doubt  that 
we  will  ever  race  in  France  again  as  the 
establishment  is  so  biased  against  for¬ 
eigners.  The  fact  that  a  man,  Dr.  Jacques 
Bourry,  tragically  lost  his  life  does  not  excuse 
the  behavior  of  the  French  establishment.  By 
establishment,  I  mean  the  French  Sailing 
Federation  (FFV),  the  French  Affaires  Mari- 
times  (the  investigating  arm  of  the  French 
Navy),  the  race  organizers,  and  the  prose¬ 
cutor’s  office. 

These  are  the  facts  in  the  case:  The 
accident  occurred  six  minutes  before  our 
start.  Mariette  was  reaching  along  on  port 
tfcck  and  obstructed  from  maneuvering  by 
both  windward  and  leeward  right-of-way 
yachts.  Taos  Brett,  hard  on  the  wind, 
attempted  to  pass  in  front  of  us.  In  spite  of 
luffing  as  much  as  we  could,  hailing  repeat¬ 
edly  for  them  not  to  come  up  any  further, 
and  reversing  our  engines,  Taos  Brett’s 
skipper  kept  trying  to  pass  in  front  of  us.  In 
so  doing,  he  violated  both  Rule  40.2  and 
Rule  32.  Unfortunately,  Taos  Brett  didn’t 
make  it  in  front  of  us,  there  was  a  collision, 
and  Dr.  Bourry  drowned. 

One  of  the  .accompanying  photographs 
shows  Taos  Brett  —  which  was  not  display¬ 
ing  racing  numbers  as  required  —  eight 
seconds  before  the  collision  trying  to  cross 
our  bow.  It’s  obvious  she  could  not  have 
possibly  passed  before  us.  The  photo  was 
taken  from  Boheme  II,  one  of  the  starboard 
tack  yachts  obstructing  Mariette. 

Immediately  upon  our  return  to  the 
harbor  at  St.  Tropez,  Captain  Eaton  and  I 
were  escorted  from  Mariette  by  Gendarmerie 
Maritime  (French  Coast  Guard).  We  were 
detained  for  10  hours  in  isolation  while 
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. 


HOW  IT 
HAPPENED 


*  28 

(above)  — 
-  with  Mari, 
maneuve 


ing),  Alta 
and  Bohe 

*  8 

(above,  ri 
wind,  att< 
Crewman  ■ 
to  TaosB. 
shouting. 
Bohemell 
picture.) 

E  had  been 
Justbefor 
bore  away 


before  the  accident 

Taos  Brett  (circled)  converges 
amid  a  crowd  of  large  yachts 
start  at  the  1995  La 
.  Significant  boats  in  the  I 
ude  Candida  (K8,  tack- 
visible  at  left  foreground) 
■ff  Candida's Sow). 

before  the  accident 

—  Taos  Brett,  still  hard  on  the 
to  pass  in  front  of  Mariette. 
big  boat’s  foredeck  signals 
the  other  crew  have  been 
photographer,  aboard 
the  shouting  and  took  this 
later,  Mariette' s  engines 
and  thrown  into  reverse, 
-llision  occurred,  Taos  Brett 
y  in  front  of  Mariette. 


.  3 

(spread) 

IMariette's 
This  phot, 
came  to 
(far  right) 
been  haili 
a  collision 


seconds  after  the  accident 

- Brett  disappears  under 


rewmen  watch  helplessly, 
shows  how  close  Mariette 
with  Candida.  Thendara 
saw  Taos  Brett,  but  had 
iriette  to  stop  luffing,  fearing 


statements  were  taken  from  the  various  par¬ 
ticipants  and  witnesses.  I  was  the  last  to  be 
heard,  but  it  wasn’t  until  midnight  that  I  was 
escorted  to  the  race  jury.  At  the  time  I  was 
taken  before  the  race  jury,  I  had  no  idea 
what  was  happening  and  had  not  received  a 
notice  of  a  protest.  Further,  I  was  not 
allowed  to  assemble  witnesses,  gather  photo¬ 
graphs,  or  obtain  evidence  in  my  favor. 


Nevertheless,  the  race  jury  proceeded 
with  their  hearing  —  which  was  conducted 
mostly  in  French,  a  language  1  don’t  speak 
fluently.  Based  solely  on  a  drawing  sub¬ 
mitted  by  Taos  Brett’s  tactician  —  who  was 
to  be  the  one  adversarial  witness  in  the 
manslaughter  trial  —  in  which  Taos  Brett 
and  Mariette  were  depicted  as  if  they  were 
alone  on  the  open  sea,  at  0230  the  jury 


issued  a  ruling.  They  found  Mariette  at  fault 
for  failing  to  give  the  leeward  boat  the  right- 
of-way. 

1  was  told  that  Rule  40.2  —  hailing  a 
leeward  boat  when  the  windward  boat  is 
obstructed  —  didn’t  apply  because  Mariette 
wasn’t  yet  racing.  A  quick  look  at  the  racing 
rules  will  verify  that  this  is  nonsense.  Further, 
Rule  32,  which  obliges  all  boats,  no  matter  if 
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not  been  at  fault  —  I  petitioned  the  jury  to 
reopen  the  case.  I  argued  that  the  proceed¬ 
ings  had  been  improperly  conducted  and 
filled  with  errors,  and  that  since  there  had 
been  a  death,  every  effort  should  be  made  to 
make  the  correct  finding.  They  refused. 

1  appealed  to  the  FFV  in  Paris  in  a  very 
long  and  well-documented  letter.  The  FFV 
also  refused  to  reopen  the  hearing.  They  said 
that  since  the  races  were  canceled  because  of 
the  accident,  the  jury  should  not  have  even 
heard  the  protest.  If  that  was  the  case,  why 
was  the  jury’s  finding  used  repeatedly 
against  me  at  the  manslaughter  trial? 


Affaires  Maritimes. 

The  Affaires  Maritimes  produced  a  report 
with  the  following  astonishing  conclusions: 
1)  Mariette  was  an  overtaking  boat.  (All  the 
photographs  from  as  early  as  40  seconds 
before  the  collision  show  Taos  Brett  90 
degrees  to  Mariette’s  course.)  2)  Mariette 
was  sailing  too  fast.  (Our  main  and  foresails 
were  sheeted  almost  amidships,  and  all  back¬ 
stays  were  set  for  ease  of  maneuverability,  so 
that  on  a  reach  we  were  at  7  knots  —  about 
60%  of  our  potential  speed.)  3)  Mariette 
failed  to  post  a  lookout.  (Of  our  total  crew  of 
28,  we  had  six  full-time  crew  whose  only 
function  at  that  time  was  to  serve  as  look¬ 
outs.)  And  finally,  4)  Mariette  failed  to 
maneuver  to  avoid  a  collision.  (This  last  is 


they  have  rights  or  not,  to  avoid  collisions, 
was  not  mentioned.  From  the  photographs, 
it  is  clear  that  Taos  Brett  had  plenty  of  time 
and  room  to  avoid  contact  by  just  reaching 
off,  while  Mariette  had  no  way  of  avoiding 
the  collision. 

The  following  day  —  by  which  time  I  had 
organized  witnesses  and  obtained  photo¬ 
graphs  that  clearly  showed  that  Mariette  had 


But  a  much  worse  situation  soon  devel¬ 
oped  with  the  Affaires  Maritimes.  This 
agency  of  the  French  Navy  'investigated'  the 
accident  and  issued  a  report  to  the  local 
prosecutor  —  without  ever  contacting  me! 
They  apparently  relied  entirely  on  the  testi¬ 
mony  of  Claude  Graff,  the  skipper  of  Taos 
Brett  —  who  seems  to  have  a  close  and  pro¬ 
tected  relationship  with  key  officers  in  the 


perhaps  the  most  astounding  'finding',  since 
we  luffed  to  within  2  meters  of  Candida  — 
only  narrowly  avoiding  a  catastrophic  colli¬ 
sion  with  her  in  our  attempt  to  stay  clear  of 
Taos  Brett.  As  mentioned,  we  also  had  our 
engines  in  reverse!) 

Once  in  court  for  the  manslaughter  case, 
we  were  able  to  explode  these  conclusions 
very  effectively  —  or  so  I  thought.  In  addi- 
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tion  to  the  witnesses,  a  number  of  excellent 
photographs  —  a  few  of  which  are  reprinted 
here  —  supported  our  case.  Incidentally,  all 
of  the  photographs  were  made  available  to 
the  Affaires  Maritimes,  which  chose  to  ignore 
them. 

The  La  Nioulargue  race  organizers  are 
also  part  of  the  establishment.  Their  lawyer 
advised  our  lawyer  that  they  would  help  us 
—  if  we  would  avoid  blaming  the  organizers. 
It’s  the  opinion  of  many,  for  example,  that 
La  Nioulargue  had  been  allowed  to  become 
dangerous  over  the  years.  In  addition,  their 
attorney  said  he  could  produce  a  witness 
who  would  testify  that  he  heard  the  skipper 
of  Taos  Brett  say  that  he’d  "made  a  huge 
mistake  and  caused  the  accident." 

We  agreed  not  to  put  the  blame  on  the 
race  organizers  —  but  when  we  asked  for  a 
written  statement  from  the  crucial  witness,  it 
was  not  forthcoming.  So  we  went  ahead  and 
pointed  out  that  the  organizers  were,  in  our 
estimation,  partly  responsible.  I  was  later 
accused  of  being  "ungentlemanly"  by  their 
top  official  in  Paris. 

The  last  part  of  the  French  Establishment 
we  had  to  fight  was  the  District  Prosecutor. 
In  spite  of  a  dozen  or  so  sworn  statements  to 
the  Gendarmerie  Maritime  that  placed  the 
blame  on  Taos  Brett,  this  gentleman  relied 
solely  on  the  ridiculous  report  of  the  Affaires 
Maritimes  —  which  you  will  recall  never 
bothered  to  even  contact  me.  As  a  result,  the 
skipper  of  Taos  Brett,  Claude  Graff,  was  not 
even  named  in  the  manslaughter  charge. 
This  absurdity  so  outraged  Dr.  Bourry’s 
family  that  they  filed  their  own  manslaughter 
charge  against  Graff.  Ultimately,  he  did  have 
to  appear  in  court  with  us.  Even  so,  the 
prosecutor  asked  for  a  large  fine  and  jail 
sentence  for  both  Captain  Eaton  and  I,  but 
not  for  Graff. 

The  entire  affair  has  been  frustrating  to 
me  from  the  beginning  —  and  has  cost  a  for¬ 
tune  in  legal  fees,  as  criminal  proceedings 
are  not  covered  by  insurance.  Sitting  through 
16  hours  of  hostile  proceedings  in  a  foreign 
court  in  a  foreign  language  induces  plenty  of 
stress  —  to  say  the  least. 

Upon  reflection,  no,  I  don’t  think  we  will 
return  to  France  for  further  racing. 

In  order  to  get  an  independent  opinion 
on  the  case,  we  showed  the  photographs  to 
Tom  Allen  and  Paul  Kamen,  members  of  the 
YRA  District  Appeals  Committee.  This  is 
their  response  to  the  evidence  before  you: 

Tom  Allen:  "Based  on  looking  at  the  se¬ 
quence  of  photographs,  it  certainly  appears 
that  Candida  constituted  an  obstruction,  and 
that  Mariette  was  entitled  to  request  room 
under  Rule  42.  Further,  Taos  Brett  also  in¬ 
fringed  on  Rule  32,  which  requires  all  boats 


to  avoid  collisions  if  possible." 

Paul  Kamen:  "When  two  boats  converge 
on  the  same  tack,  normally  the  windward 
boat  has  to  keep  clear  of  the  leeward  boat 
under  rule  37.1.  However,  in  this  case  Can¬ 
dida,  approaching  on  starboard  tack,  was  an 
obstruction  to  both  Mariette  and  Taos  Brett, 
both  of  whom  were  on  port.  Since  they  were 
both  steering  to  pass  Candida  to  leeward, 
and  since  they  were  clearly  overlapped 
beginning  from  a  position  more  than  two 
lengths  away  from  an  obstruction,  Rule  42 
applies  —  and  overrides  Rule  37.  As  outside 
yacht,  Taos  Brett  was  obliged  to  give  Mari¬ 
ette  room  to  pass  to  leeward  of  Candida. 

"From  the  photos,  it  appears  that  Mariette 
sailed  as  close  to  Candida  as  safely  possible 
before  the  collision. 

"Rule  32  requires  that  both  yachts  make 
a  reasonable  attempt  to  avoid  a  collision  that 
results  in  serious  damage.  Based  on  the  gap 
in  the  photos,  it  cannot  be  determined  how 
far  Mariette  and  Candida  had  crossed  each 
other  when  contact  first  occurred  between 
Mariette  and  Taos  Brett.  It  might  have  been 
possible  for  Mariette  to  have  made  a  last- 
second  alteration  of  course  to  windward  in 
an  attempt  to  avoid  the  collision,  but  this  is 
more  than  likely  not  the  case  considering  the 
size  and  maneuvering  characteristics  of  the 
boats  involved. 

"The  case  cannot  be  made  that  Candida 
either  tacked  too  close  or  violated  Rule  35 
by  bearing  off  to  a  beam  reach  after  tacking, 
because  Mariette  did  not  have  to  alter  course 
to  avoid  Candida.  Taos  Brett  had  a  good 
view  of  Candida’s  actions  and  had  more 
than  ample  opportunity  to  bear  away  and 
leave  Mariette  the  required  room. 

"Note  that  to  be  'overlapped'  under  the 
racing  rules,  the  boats  must  be  on  the  same 
tack  and  oriented  so  that  neither  is  'clear 
astern'  of  the  other.  That  is,  neither  boat  can 
be  aft  of  a  line  passing  through  the  stern  of 
the  other  boat  at  right  angles  to  the  center- 
line  of  the  other  boat.  Applicable  gover¬ 
nment  or  international  rules  for  preventing 
collisions  might  not  offer  such  a  precise  defi¬ 
nition  of  'overlap'  —  and  this  could  conceiv¬ 
ably  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  Mariette  was 
an  overtaking  vessel  and  was  obliged  to  keep 
clear  of  Taos  Brett  —  notwithstanding  the 
impracticality  of  fulfilling  this  obligation 
under  the  existing  traffic  conditions.  It’s  no 
secret  that  government  rules  don’t  work  well 
in  crowded,  pre-start,  yacht  racing  situations. 

"The  situation  is  further  complicated  by 
the  fact  that  the  collision  may  have  occurred 
before  the  preparatory  signal  for  the  big 
boats.  Taos  Brett,  on  the  other  hand,  was 
well  into  their  race.  A  yacht  is  not  defined  as 


'racing'  until  their  preparatory  signal  and, 
from  rule  30,  a  yacht  that  is  not  yet  racing 
'shall  not  seriously  hinder'  one  that  is. 

"Does  'not  seriously  hinder'  mean  that  all 
the  big  boats  had  to  clear  a  path  for  little 
Taos  Brett  to  sail  through?  Probably  not, 
under  the  circumstances.  But  there’s  certain¬ 
ly  room  for  diverging  opinions." 

A 

/it  Latitude,  we  see  it  this  way:  1)  Race 
committees  have  an  obligation  not  to  mix 
greatly  dissimilar  boats,  as  there  is  ample 
evidence  from  around  the  world  that  this 
inevitably  leads  to  serious  collisions.  Further, 
spectator  enjoyment  should  not  take  prece¬ 
dent  over  participant  safety.  2)  Taos  Brett 
was  required  to  and  could  have  easily  given 
room  to  Mariette.  It’s  extremely  common  for 
skippers  of  smaller  and  more  nimble  boats  to 
misjudge  the  speed  of  very  large  yachts, 
which  often  appear  to  move  much  slower 
than  they  actually  are.  As  such,  skippers  of 
small  boats  frequently  but  unwittingly  put 
themselves  in  harm’s  way  of  larger  competi¬ 
tors.  3)  Racing  brings  out  the  aggressive  side 
of  sailors,  and  in  the  heat  of  competition 
common-sense  margins  of  error  often  evap¬ 
orate.  The  skipper  of  Taos  Brett  was  reckless¬ 
ly  overaggressive,  which  prevented  him  from 
complying  with  Rule  32. 

Finally,  on  condition  of  anonymity,  one 
appeals  judge  made  this  observation: 

"The  procedural  stuff  about  how  the  pro¬ 
test  was  held  and  how  the  Navy  investigation 
was  conducted  really  smells  bad.  But  those 
kinds  of  things  aren’t  uncommon  in  France 
and  Italy,  and  to  a  lesser  extent  in  Latin 
America. 

"In  the  United  States,  everybody  is 
concerned  with  what’s  fair.  Everybody  is 
allowed  to  testify.  One  side  can’t  give 
testimony  without  the  other  being  there,  and 
each  side  is  allowed  to  question  the  other 
about  a  mishap.  It’s  too  bad  this  system 
doesn’t  carry  over  more  to  other  countries. 

"Not  only  were  the  rules  in  favor  of 
Mariette,  but  there  appear  to  have  been 
many  irregularities  in  the  way  the  French 
authorities  adjucated  the  matter." 

We  hope  the  Mariette/Taos  Brett  acci¬ 
dent  does  not  mark  the  end  of  the  grand 
spectacle  that  La  Nioulargue  has  become  in 
its  short  lifetime.  Instead,  we  hope  it  marks  a 
new  beginning  —  of  safer,  fairer  racing  in  all 
venues  where  big  fleets  of  disparate  boats 
sail  together.  And  that  perhaps  one  day,  the 
French  sailing  establishment  can  live  up  to  its 
nation’s  own  motto:  Liberte,  Egaliti,  Frater- 
nite  —  liberty,  equality,  fraternity. 

 —  latitude  38 


Page  120  •  LrilWt  1%  •  February.  1997 


mmm 
mam 
wm* : 

mt>i  i 


■xsm&fo 


Choose  the  Best  •  Choose  TAP  Plastics 


TAP  Plastics  has  been  providing 
high-quality  versatile  epoxies  for 
over  30  years. 

TAP  Is  _ 

Your  Epoxy  Connection 

Our  knowledgeable  staff  will  help  you  choose 
the  epoxy  system  best  for  repair,  reinforcing, 
bonding,  coating,  wood  protection,  and 
fiberglassing. 


TAP  Plastics  Inc 

Bellevue  WA  •  12021  NENonhup  Wy .  206  861 
Cupertino  CA  •  101 5 1  S.  DeAnza  B1 ...  408  252 

Dublin  CA  •  7176  Regional  St . 510  828- 

El  Cerrito  CA  *  107605cm  Pablo  Av  ...  510525- 

Fremont  CA  •  5160  Mown  Av . 510  796- 

Mountain  View  CA*  3 12  Castro  St . 415  962- 

Pittsburg  CA  •  4225  Century  Bird 510  778- 


TM 


•  the  fantastic  plastic  place 

■ 0940 p  Portland  OR  •  3818  SE  Powell .  503  230-0770 

■8600  Pleasant  Hill  CA*  1478  Contra  Costa  510  798-0420 
■7744  Sacramento  CA  *  4538  Auburn  Bird  ...  916  481-7584 

■3508  Sacramento  CA  •  4506  Florin  Rd . 916  429-9551 

■3550  San  Francisco  CA  •  154  S.  Van  Ness  ..  415  864-7360 

8430  San  Jose  CA  •  1212  The  Alameda . 408  292-8685 

1223  San  Jose  CA  •  1008  Blossom  Hill  Rd...  408  265-6400 


San  Leandro  CA  •  301  /  Alvarado .  510  357-3755 

San  Mateo  CA  •  606  South  B  St . 415  344-7127 

San  Rafael  CA  •  900  Andersen  Dr . 415  454-6393 

Santa  Rosa  CA  •  2770  Santa  Rosa  A y  .  707  544-5772 

Stockton  CA*  5757  Pacific  Av . 209  957-2036 

Tigard  OR  •  15230  SW  Sequoia  Pkwy  .  503  620-4960 
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Fchartered  with  The  Moorings 
because  of  the  superb 
ou  have  -it  is 
From  your  base 
in  La  Paz,  Mexico,  I  sailed 
the  most  awesomely  beautiful 
waters;  simply  magnificent. 

Dave  Patterson  •  Huntington  Beach,  CA  •  Mootings  38,  La  Paz 


No  Matter  Where  In  The  World  Qlifomians  Sail,  The 
Conditions  Are  Always  Ideal  On  A  Moorings  Charter  Yacht. 
,Call  Toll-free:  1-888-227-3262. 


TheMooririffi* 
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C  ii  r  i  h  h  c  a  n  *'  M  c  d  i  I  c  r  r  ti  n  c  a  n  •  ,  S  v  u  t  h  P  a  c  i  f  i  c 


Sail  the  British  Virgin  islands  on  our 
all-inclusive  "Discovery  Package". 
From  $71 0  per  person.  Call  for  details. 


I  SWEDISH  MARINE 


MARK  II 


By  Glacier  Bay 

LOW  SPEED  -  DIRECT  DRIVE  REFRIGERATION 

•  Extremely  High  Efficiency 

•  The  Quietest  Non-Hermetic  System  Available 

•  Maintenance-Free  Direct  Drive 

•  Use  HFC-134a  or  R12  Refrigerants 


NEW... 


320  W.  CUTTING  BLVD.,  RICHMOND,  CA  94804  (510)  234-9566 
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1  n  'ebb-onics',  the  new  official  language 
of  Bay  Area  midwinter  sailing,  'it  be  ebbin' 
on  the  weekend  of  January  18/19.  Really 
ebbing.  In  fact,  the  runoff-fed  ebb  running 
through  Raccoon  Strait  as  the  '97  Corinthian 
YC  Midwinters  got  underway  at  noon  was  of 
such  biblical  proportions,  we  half  expected 
Moses  to  show  up  and  part  the  waters. 

Despite  the  north  breeze,  the  race  com¬ 
mittee  wisely  elected  not  to  send  the  121- 
boat  fleet  into  the  North  Bay  against  the 
estimated  6-knot  ebb.  Instead,  they  opted  for 
a  downwind  start,  using  Blossom,  Fort 
Mason  and  Blackaller  as  turning  marks.  Use 
of  the  T  flag  (one  minute  rule)  helped  cut 
down  on  over-earlies  and  kept  the  tedious 
45-minute  starting  sequence  on  schedule. 
"Basically,  all  we  could  do  was  flush  the  fleet 
out  of  the  Strait,  go  up  to  the  clubhouse  for 
lunch,  and  then  sit  around  wondering  if  we’d 


ever  see  any  of  them  again,"  said  CYC 
Commodore  Mark  Thompson. 

Moses  never  did  show,  but  almost  as  mir¬ 
aculously,  the  fleet  did  all  reappear  several 
hours  later.  The  first  boat  to  beat  back  up  to 
the  finish  line  was  the  new,  unnamed  Antrim 
27,  which  won  her  race  debut  by  2x/2  min¬ 
utes.  Sailing  at  a  provisional  rating  of  75,  the 
new  boat  appeared  lively  and  quick  on  all 
points  of  sail.  Of  course,  there  was  no  lack  of 
talent  aboard,  either:  driver  Kame  Richards, 
Jay  Crum,  Mike  Rettie,  Bart  Hackworth  and 
Dennis  Surtees.  Richards,  who  hosted  the 
fleet  to  two  kegs  of  Full  Sail  Ale  after  the 
race,  couldn’t  wipe  the  grin  off  his  face.  Nor 
could  designer  Jim  Antrim,  who  watched 
from  aboard  Erin,  another  of  his  designs. 
"Must  have  been  a  karma  thing,"  joked 
Kame.  "I’ll  gladly  buy  the  beer  anytime  if 
that’s  what  it  takes  to  win  this  big!" 


The  upwind  slog  back  from  the  Cityfront 
was  a  brainteaser,  described  by  some  as 
"challenging,"  by  many  as  "frustrating",  and 
by  others  versed  in  ebbonics  as  "we  be 
lucky!"  Sunday’s  race,  after  a  30-minute 
shoreside  postponement,  was  a  virtual 
carbon  copy  of  the  first  day.  On  both  days, 
many  places  were  won  or  lost  in  the  Strait  — 
but  no  one  took  their  finishing  position  too 
seriously.  Midwinter  racing  is  always  a 
crapshoot. 

More  than  most  midwinters,  the  CYC 
series  is  a  social  affair.  The  shoreside  aspects 
of  the  weekend  (which  included  a  talk  by  BJ 
Caldwell  on  Friday  night  and  a  dance  party 
on  Saturday  night)  are  stressed  just  as  much 
as  the  racing.  "We  had  everything  under 
control  except  the  weather,  and  even  that 
worked  out  okay,"  said  Thompson,  who 
along  with  other  flag  officers  of  this  revital- 
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ized  club  —  Vice  Commodore  Jim  Snow  and 
Rear  Commodore  Diana  Fischer  —  served 
on  the  race  committee  all  weekend. 

A 

lidding  another  dimension  of  fun  to 
the  weekend  was  the  Yacht  Club  Team  com¬ 
petition,  held  for  the  second  time.  Fifteen 
three-boat  teams  participated  in  the  quest  for 
the  Aotea  Trophy,  including  a  team  from 
Folsom  Lake  called  The  Tractor  Drivers 
(their  team  'uniforms'  were  green  and  yellow 
John  Deere  hats),  Mike’s  Mighty  Midgets 
(MORA),  defending  champions  Spur  of  the 
Moment  (SFYC),  the  Bay  Area  Racing  Fed¬ 
eration  (BARF),  and  others.  The  Frantics 
( Snaps  III,  Ronstan,  Azzurra)  representing 
the  StFYC,  led  the  team  racing  at  halftime. 

Three  boats  double-bulleted  the  grayish 
weekend:  Bill  Moore’s  Soverel  33  Mischief, 


Lots  of  current  and  downwind  starts  both  days 
made  the  first  half  of  the  CYC  midwinter  series  a 
real  brainteaser  this  year. 

Knud  Wibroe’s  Knarr  Snaps  III  and  Barney 
Barnett’s  Cal  20  Aolele  IV.  Presumably,  this 
trio  now  has  the  inside  track  on  being  the 
first  name  engraved  on  the  series’  newest 
trophy,  which  will  go  to  the  best  performance 
in  fleet  by  an  amateur  sailor.  Only  the  race 
committee  knows  the  criteria  for  winning  this 
subjective  award,  and  they’re  not  talking 
with  the  press  about  it.  Rumor  has  it,  how¬ 
ever,  that  they’ll  accept  bribes  right  up  until 
the  trophy  ceremony  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
series  on  February  15/16. 

Another  new  wrinkle  to  this  year’s  series 
was  penalizing  boats  without  valid  PHRF  cer¬ 
tificates.  Three  seconds  a  mile  —  a  relatively 
minor  slap  on  the  wrist  —  was  added  to  any¬ 
one’s  rating  who  wasn’t  listed  in  YRA’s 


computer  banks.  Next  year,  the  penalty  will 
probably  go  to  six  seconds.  "It  was  way  past 
time  to  start  enforcing  the  rules,"  said  race 
officer  Shama  Kota,  who  in  her  former  capa¬ 
city  of  SSS  Commodore  had  already  ad¬ 
dressed  this  problem.  "A  surprising  number 
of  people,  maybe  as  many  as  a  dozen,  paid 
for  PHRF  certificates  as  a  result  of  this 
campaign." 

„  Racers  are  encouraged  to  join  the  series 
in  mid-progress  when  it  reconvenes  next 
month.  Since  you’ll  only  be  doing  half  the 
series,  you  pay  only  half  the  entry  fee:  $20. 
The  currents  (hopefully)  won’t  be  nearly  as 
outrageous,  the  days  will  be  longer  and 
warmer  and  Annie  Sampson  and  her  band 
will  rock  the  house  on  Saturday  night.  Call 
CYC  at  (415)  435-4771  for  all  the  pleasur¬ 
able  little  details. 

Until  then,  'be  cool,  homies'. 
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HHf! 


^  CYC  Midwinter  Action  (clockwise  from  here):  ' Petard"  leads  'Razzberries' 

-  around  Blossom  Rock;  'Azzura'  shows  why  CYC  needs  to  dredge  their  harbor 


m 


.  M  a8aini  'Topper'  with  the  hammer  down;  theJ/30  'Speedwell'  with  a  broken 
*  %  nose  ~  her  bowsprit  snapped  off  in  a  starting  line  collision  with  an  Express 
37;  Etchells  gymnastics;  the  Saturday  raft-up;  racing  nonspinnaker  is  a  great 
way  to  keep  the  stress  down  in  midwinter  racing. 
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ALL  PHOTOS  LATITUDE/JR 


CORINTHIAN  MIDWINTERS  '97 


PHRF  I  (0-84)  —  1)  (tie)  TBA,  Antrim  27,  Kame 
Richards,  arid  Azzura,  Azzura  31 0,  Jonsson/Svend- 
sen,  2.75  points;  3)  Limelight,  J/106,  Harry  Blake, 
6;  4)  (tie)  China  Cloud,  J/40,  Leigh  Brite,  and  Elan, 
Express  37,  Cunntngham/Riess,  1 1 .  (10  boats) 
11:METRE  —  1)  Pier  23,  Hogan  Beatie,  3.75 
points;  2)  Blue  Dog.  Sporl/T.  Wells,  4.  (5  boats) 

; 

Moore,  1.5  points;  2)  (tie)  Run  Wild,  Olson  30, 

(tie)  Expeditious,  Express  34,  Bartz  Schneider, 
Petard,  Farr  36,  Keith  Buck,  and  Harp,  Catalina  38, 
Mike  Mannix,  to,  (11  boats) 

points;  2)  Secret  Weapon,  Hager/Fulwieler,  4;  3) 

EXPRESS  27  —  1)  Desperado,  Mike  Bruzzone, 

Motorcycle  Irene,  Paxton/Lamblotte,  7.75.  (8  boats) 

.3-:  Deifer':vi 

Jim  &  Diana  Freeland,  2.75  points;  2)  Jammin'  Too, 

. 

Ika,  Hunter  33.5,  Michael  Weaver,  and  Rum  Turn 
Tugger,  Hunter  35.5,  Robert  Campbell,  8.  (6  boats) 
MOORE  24  --  i )  Low  Profile,  Doug  Frolich,  2.75 
points;  2)  Umpqua,  Jim  &  Peggy  Plumley,  4.75;  3) 

Joel  Verutti,  8.  (9  boats) 


Patience  is  a  virtue,  especially  when  it  comes  to 
midwinter  racing. 


■  ■ 

2)  Alchemy,  Joe  Kltterman,  Sr.,  5.75;  3)  Osprey, 
Wrentmore/Copper,  10,  (8  boats) 

J/24,  Geotge  Peck,  2.75  points;  3,)  No  Big  Thing, 
Wavelength  24,  Charlie  HeSs,  3.75;  3)  (he)  Animal 
Farm,  Wylie  28,  The  Bigalls,  and  Ruckus,  Newport 

jd  ' 

KNARR  —  1)  Snaps  III,  Knud  Wibroe,  1 ,5  points; 
Skarr,  8.  (7  boats) 

' 


19,  Kirk  Smith,  andTutto  Benne,  Ranger  23-T,  Mike 
Warren,  5.  (6  boats) 

NON-SPINNAKER  I  (0-180;  —  1)  Smogen  III, 
Custom  36,  Julie  Le  Vicki,  2.75  points;  2)  Impetus, 
San  Juan  30,  Francis  Hevern,  3.75;  3)  (tie)  Dogman, 
Peterson  34,  Dave  Reed,  and  Stormrider,  Aphrodite 
101.  Don  McCrea,  7;  5)  Roeboat,  Catalina  30,  Rod 
Decker,  11.  (15  boats) 

NON-SPINNAKER  II  (181-up)— 1)  Aolele  IV.  Cal 

20,  J.  Barnett,  1 .5  points;  2)  Tension  II,  Cal  20,  John 
Nooteboom,  4;  3)  (tie)  Patience,  Ranger  23-T,  John 
Baler,  and  Raccoon,  Cal  20,  J.  Dodge.  7.  (7  boats) 

SHORTHANDED  —  1)  Emerald,  Yankee  30, 
Piter  Jones,  2.75  points;  2)  Roadhouse  Blues, 
Hawkfarrn,  Boschma/Bentsen,  5.75;  3;  Los  Locos, 
Express  27,  Holfman/Robson,  6;  4)  Chief,  SC  27, 
Dwight  Odom.  9.  (10  boats) 

MULTIHULL  —  1)  (tie)  Wingit,  F-27,  Ray  Wells, 
and  Wild  Thing.  F-24  Mk.  II,  Vic  Thlry,  6.  (6  boats) 
TEAM  TROPHY  -  1)  The  Frantics,  StFYC 

Team,  SSS  (Harp,  Emerald,  The  Wild  Thing),  4.734; 
3)TheSauces,  SYC  ( Dogman ,  Fast  Lucy,  Umpqua), 
4.268;  4)  The  ‘A’  Team,  SSS  (Chief,  Mercedes, 
Stormrider).  4.216;  5)  Corinthian  Spirit,  CYC, 
( Smogen  III,  Tension  II,  Abigail  Morgan),  4. 1 91 ;  6)  El 
Toros.  RYC  { TBA.  Ozone,  Hum  Turn  Tugged,  4.1 75; 
7)  Tractor  Drivers,  Folsom  Lake  SC  ( Graeagle , 
Blue  Meanie.  No  Big  Thing),  4. Ill .  (15  teams) 


PENINSULA 
MARINE  SERVICES 


YANMAR 


VOLVO 


CERTIFIED 


i  Universal 

A*  ill  Mini  Mil  ■! 


Velvet  Drive* 


scatra 


SYSTEMS 


PARTS  &  ENGINES 
SALES  &  SERVICE 


(415)  366-2636 

(415)  366-1938  Fax 

1 548  Maple  Street,  Redwood  City,  CA  94063 


Washing 
&  Waxing 

your  troubles  away 


Westwind 

Complete  Yacht  Care 


Call  now  for  the  care  your  yacht  deserves 

S  (415)  661-2205  9S 


Page  126  •  UtbtoJi  39  *  February,  1997 


NOW  YOU  CAN  UTILIZE  SAILKOTE'S  SECRET 
AMERICA'S  CUP  LUBRICATION  TECHNOLOGY 
TO  MAXIMIZE  YOU  SAILING  PERFORMANCE 


Official  Lubricant 
Supplier  To  Tlie 

US  Sailing  Team 


mi'jooo 


SEE  US  AT  PACIFIC  SAIL  EXPO  AND  NORTH  RACE  WEEK 


For  years  top  competitive  sailors  around  the  world  from  maxi  boaters  to  sailboarders  have 
been  secretly  using  Sailkote’s  advanced  dry  lubrication  technology  to  maximize  boat 
performance.  Now  the  same  race  winning  technology  is  available  to  you.  Sailkote  is  an 
easy  to  apply,  high-tech,  translucent  liquid  that  sprays  or  wipes  on  and  completely  dries 
in  seconds  to  a  hard,  smooth,  ultra-slick,  hydrophobic  surface.  One  application  makes 
sails,  hulls,  rigging,  deck  hardware,  and  anything  that  moves  on  your  boat  run  smoother, 
work  more  efficiently,  and  last  longer  than  you  ever  thought  possible.  And,  unlike  oils, 
silicones,  and  waxes,  it  will  never  attract  dirt,  water  or  contaminants  that  eventually 
seriously  degrade  lubrication 
you’re  just  out  day  sailing, 
the  race  of  your  life,  Sailkote 
improvement  in  ydur  boat  and 
take  our  word  for  it,  listen  to  what  these  world  class  sailors  have  to  say  about  Sailkote: 

" Sailkote  was  one  of  the  main  ingredients  in  the  success  of  our  1996  J/24  campaign.  We 
coated  nearly  everything  on  the  boat  including  the  entire  mast  and  mainsail  track,  spreader 
tips ,  genoa.  forestay,  mainsail,  all  blocks  and  travelers."  Chris  Larson  (1996  J/24  World 
Champion).  "During  the  1995  America's  Cup,  "Young  America"  was  coated  from  her 
masthead  instruments  right  down  to  the  bottom  of  her  keel.  At  the  “Young  America" 
compound  we  had  literally  hundreds  of  uses  for  Team  McLube's  Sailkote!"  John  Marshall 
(President  of  PACT  95).  So  give  Sailkote  a  try,  like  PACT  2000  in  their  quest  to  regain 
the  America's  Cup,  you'll  be  convinced  that  no  boat  should  be  sailing  without  it.  Sailkote 
is  available  at  all  West  Marine  distributors  coast  to  coast.  Or  call  1  -888  TEAM  MCLUBE. 


performance.  So,  whether 
cruising,  or  trying  to  win 
will  make  a  significant 
crew  performance.  But  don’t 


If  You’re  Looking 
For  A  Marina, 
Vallejo  Marina 
Is  The  Place  To  Be! 


•Close  to  Marine 
World/Africa  USA 
•4  Golf  Courses 
•Wine  Country 

•Historical  Mare 

Island 

•2  Restaurants 
•Guest  Berths 

Secure  Berthing 

Permanent  Berthers  Receive 

(Locked  Gates,  Security) 

20%  Fuel  Discount 

Boat  Yard  &  Chandlery 

Expert  Marine  Canvasing 

Sales  &  Service 

'  Friendly,  Helpful  Staff 

Gateway  To  The  Bay  And  Delta 

42  Harbor  Way,  Vallejo,  CA  94590 
(707)648-4370  (707)648-4660  fax 


DIESEL 

FUEL 

FILTERING 


Purify  Diesel  Fuel  &  Flush  Tanks 

1.  Why  do  others  want  to  install  clean-out  ports 
in  your  tank?  Because  their  hoses  are  too  big! 

2.  If  there  is  no  access  into  your  tank, 

WE  HAVE  CLEAN  OUT  PORTS  AVAILABLE! 

3. DFF  is  the  ORIGINAL  OIL  POLISHER 

in  the  Bay  Area!  Beware  of  copycats! 

4.  You  should  question  claims  by  others 
that  guarantee  100%  clean  tanks! 


We  are  in  compliance  with  State  and  Federal 
Specifications  &  pollution  control, 

•  “All  Pleasure  Yachts  &  Commercial  Craft. 

•  Your  berth  or  boat  yard. 

•  Fully  Insured. 

•  No  travel  time  charges  in  San  Francisco  Bay  Area. 


Hundreds  of  satisfied  customers  since  1989 

(510)  521-6797  Fax:  (510)  521-3309 
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backdrop  behind  them. 

But  they  had  not  outrun  this  nasty 
norther.  Instead,  it  had  overrun  them  and 
the  mood  on  board  had  become  deadfy 
serious.  When  the  storm  worsened,  Alan's 
old  sailing  buddy,  Fred,  had  volunteered  to 
kept  him  company  on  deck,  while  the  yacht's 
owner  and  the  other  two  crewmen  took 
shelter  below.  They  were  heading  southeast, 
some  350  miles  offshore 
from  Savannah,  Georgia. 

As  Mirage’s  bow  met  each 
new  wave,  she  was  catapult¬ 
ed  up  its  back  with  a  rush  of 
power  that  made  Alan's  sto¬ 
mach  lurch  with  a  feeling  of 
momentary  weightlessness, 
as  if  riding  a  giant  ferris 
wheel  that  was  nearing  the 
top  of  its  arc.  He  braced 
himself  to  ride  the  crest  of 
each  gigantic  wave,  which 
broke  with  a  thunderous 
rumble  and  a  flood  of  foam, 
visible  as  a  faint  ribbon  of 
Captain  Alan  Brugger.  muted  white  that  stretched 

- -  horizontally  into  the  night. 

Torrents  of  green  water  sloshed  over  the 
transom  and  slowly  gurgled  down  the  cockpit 
scuppers. 


W ith  the  wind  howling  up  to  50  knots, 
conditions  had  long  surpassed  anything 
Mirage’s  autopilot  could  handle.  For  nearly 
four  hours,  Captain  Alan  Brugger’ s  arms  and 
shoulders  had  been  aching  from  the  strain  of 
steering  the  Les  Harlander-designed  racing 
sloop  through  churning,  storm-tossed  seas.  A 
knot  of  nervous  tension  gnawed  at  the  pit  of 
his  stomach,  born  from  his  awareness  that  he 
was  the  only  sailor  aboard  with  substantial 
offshore  experience  and  that  it  had  been  his 
judgement  which  led  his  crew  to  attempt  the 
passage  from  St.  Augustine, 

Florida,  to  St.  Thomas,  U.S. 

Virgins  Islands,  in  late  Jan¬ 
uary,  despite  the  presence  of 
storm  action  to  the  north  of 
their  intended  track. 

It  was  nearly  2200  now, 
and  beneath  the  storm-black¬ 
ened  sky,  Alan  steered  the 
40-footer  by  raw  intuition 
and  the  feel  of  the  rudder 
beneath  him,  trying  to  keep 
the  boat’s  stern  squared  off 
against  the  endless  proces¬ 
sion  of  frothy  swells  that  had 
grown  to  nearly  the  height  of 
Mirage’s  59-foot  mast. 

Earlier,  with  the  help  of  his 
four-man  crew  of  neophyte  passagemakers, 
Alan  had  shortened  down  to  a  tiny  storm 
trisail,  then  re-doubled  the  standing  rigging 
by  securing  halyards  fore  and  aft.  He  also 
put  out  two  300-ft  warps  of  anchor  rode, 
buoyed  up  by  large  fenders.  This  classic 
mariner's  trick  succeeded  in  subduing 
Mirage’s  speed  as  she  raced  down  the  face 
of  each  passing  roller,  allowing  Alan  to 
maintain  steerage  through  the  dark, 
cavernous  troughs. 

In  the  hours  before  nightfall,  the  entire 
crew  had  been  topsides  together.  All  were  in 
relatively  good  spirits,  charged  with  the 


^^assive,  craggy  shafts  of  lightening 
crackled  all  around  them,  momentarily 
lighting  up  the  chaotic  seas  like  the  flash 
from  a  gargantuan  camera  strobe.  It  was  at 
one  such  moment  when  Alan  found  himself 
at  the  top  of  a  wave.  Out  of  the  corner  of  his 
right  eye  he  saw  a  wall  of  water  —  a  freak 
cross  wave  —  crashing  through  the  trough  he 
was  about  to  descend  into. 


The  owner  steers  early  in  the  storm. 


The  C-130  spots  'Mirage'  at  0200. 


The  rescue  chopper  en  route. 


'Mirage'  standing 


adrenal  anticipation  of  outrunning  the  storm. 
At  that  time  —  assuming  they  were  seeing 
the  worst  of  it  —  they  cheerfully  posed  for 
snapshots  at  the  wheel  with  the  ever- 
increasing  walls  of  seawater  framed  as  a 


This  was  all  he  needed,  he  thought  in 
horror.  Not  wanting  to  alarm  Fred,  he  said 
nothing,  hoping  the  contrary  wave  had  been 
a  one-time  aberration.  But  as  Mirage  rose  to 
the  top  of  the  next  breaking  wave  he  heard 


another  ominous  roar  to  his  right  in  the 
darkness.  Seconds  later  he  was  slammed 
from  the  side  by,  a  burst  of  water  and  Mirage 
began  to  roll.  Alan  instinctively  braced 
himself  for  a  broach.  But  when  the  big  two- 
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recalls  being  nearly  out  of  breath  when 
Mirage  finally  sprang  back  upright  with  a 
tremendous  lurch. 

As  he  gasped  a  breath  of  fresh  air,  Alan 
scanned  the  cockpit.  Fred  was  gone.  Then  he 
heard  a  desperate  yell  nearby  and  caught  a 
glimpse  of  his  buddy’s  head  bobbing  on  a 
swell  just  beyond  the  toe  rail.  Luckily,  Fred’s 
harness  had  held,  and  somehow  Alan  man¬ 
aged  to  jerk  him  aboard  as  he  floated  to  the 
top  of  a  swell. 

D 

1— /elow  decks  was  chaotic.  The  crew 
had  been  slammed  against  the  cabin  roof, 
were  up  to  their  knees  in  water  and  were 
under-standably  shaken.  When  Mirage 
turned  turtle,  everything  in  the  chart  table 
apparently  ricocheted  off  the  ceiling  and 
went  right  into  the  open  hatch  of  the  fridge, 
along  with  several  gallons  of  salt  water. 
There,  it  all  turned  into  a  curious  soup.  The 
engine  was  kaput,  as  were  the  fridge,  auto¬ 
pilot  and  all  the  electronics  except  one 
handheld  GPS.  The  radios  and  batteries, 
however,  were  functional.  On  deck,  the 
dodger  had  been  reduced  to  a  flailing  mass 
of  steel  and  canvas  and  most  of  the  gear  that 
had  been  lashed  down  had  been  lost,  in¬ 
cluding  a  brand-new,  six-man  liferaft. 

With  Alan  still  manning  his  solitary 
position  at  the  wheel,  the  others  pumped  out 
the  cabin  by  hand  and  tried  to  gathered  their 
wits.  No  one  had  suffered  major  injury.  Alan 
tried  to  reassure  them  that  all  was  not  lost  — 
Mirage  still  had  her  rig  and  her  rudder,  and 
was  maintaining  steerage. 

But  all  except  Alan  were  of  one  mind: 
they’d  had  enough  adventure  and  wanted  to 
get,  off  Mirage  ASAP.  When  the  owner  and 
the  others  told  Alan  they  were  going  to  put 
out  a  mayday,  he  protested  that  it  was 
unnecessary.  But  a  short  time  later  he 


jr  the  rescue.  Odum  is  taken  to  the  'ficonderoga'.  Odum's  flight  crew  returns  to  base.  Odum  meets  the  press:  "I  love  this  job." 


tonner’s  momentum  rolled  her  beyond  per¬ 
pendicular,  sending  her  mast  beneath  the 
surface,  he  gulped  down  a  breath  of  air  and 
wrapped  himself  around  the  wheel  with  a 
death  grip.  Mirage  turned  completely  upside 


down. 

When  you’re  totally  submerged  in  the 
eerie  depths  beneath  storm-ravaged  seas,  it’s 
hard  to  gauge  the  passing  of  seconds  —  even 
for  a  former  commercial  diver  like  Alan.  He 


noticed  a  faint  light  coming  from  below 
decks.  He  knew  it  could  only  be  the  light  of 
the  EPIRB,  which  the  crew  had  activated. 
Alan  was  not  pleased,  but  the  crew  had 
made  their  decision.  They  would  learn  later 
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that  their  signal  had  traveled  first  to  England, 
then  been  relayed  to  Nova  Scotia  and  finally 
to  Air  Station  Elizabeth  City,  North  Carolina, 
where  a  C-130  Hercules  airplane  and  a  long- 
range  rescue  chopper  swere  scrambled  to 
make  the  rescue. 

Q 

V^Jeveral  hours  later,  the  searchlight  of 
the  Hercules  spotted  Mirage  holding  her 
course  through  the  rollers,  with  Alan  still 
manning  the  wheeL  At  about  0200  the 
chopper  arrived  and  hovered  behind  the 
boat  where  the  warps  of  anchor  rode  still 
trailed  aft.  The  sea  state  had  calmed 
somewhat  —  20-25-foot  waves  and  40+ 
knots  of  wind  —  but  this  would  still  be  a 
dangerous  rescue  operation. 

Since  the  top  of  the  mast  danced  in  all 
directions  due  to  the  rough  seas,  it  was 
impossible  to  hoist  the  departing  crewmen 
directly  off  Mirage’s  deck.  They  were  faced 
with  the  realization  that  before  they  could 
punch  their  tickets  to  safety,  they  would  have 
to  jump  into  the  dark,  frigid  water  and  swim 
to  the  waiting  Coast  Guard  rescue  diver  who 
had  been  lowered  into  the  water  by  a  cable. 

One  by  one,  each  man  followed  the  same 
drill:  he  jumped  into  the  drink,  slipped  aft 
along  the  trailing  anchor  rode  until  the 
swimmer  could  reach  him  and  secure  him  in 
a  rescue  basket.  He  was  then  hoisted  into  the 
belly  of  the  chopper. 

Considering  the  sea  conditions,  the 
operation  went  relatively  smoothly  for  the 
first  two  rescues,  but  as  the  third  man  was 
being  winched  to  safety,  strands  of  the  cable 
—  which  had  been  lashing  from  side  to  side 
by  the  force  of  the  storm  —  began  to  part. 
With  the  chopper  hovering  70  feet  off  the 
water,  the  winch  operator  knew  the  man 
being  hoisted  would  be  killed  if  the  cable 
broke  completely  and  he  was  dropped  into 
the  sea,  so  he  accelerated  the  lift  motor  to 
full  throttle,  causing  the  basket  to  slam  into 
the  bottom  of  the  chopper.  The  rescued 
crewman  chipped  a  tooth,  but  had  made  it  to 
safety. 

T 

X  hus  began  the  second  phase  of  this 
high-seas  drama. 

Thrashing  to  stay  above  water  in  his 
survival  suit,  the  rescue  swimmer,  Air 
Survivalman  1st  Class  Mike  Odum,  repeat¬ 
edly  gave  the  signal  to  his  mates  to  lower  the 
cable,  but  it  never  descended.  Instead,  the 
men  inside  signaled  back  that  they  were 
going  to  lower  a  raft.  No,  the  cable!,  signaled 
Odum.  He  had  no  idea  what  had  happened, 
and  when  his  teammates  dropped  him  a 
survival  raft  and  a  radio  beacon,  then 
headed  back  toward  the  mainland,  he  was 
horrified.  "I  thought  they  had  left  me  for 


used  to  navigate  by.  You  never  know  how  innova¬ 
tive  you  can  be  until  a  challenge  arises. 

dead,"  he  would  recall  later.  But  with  a 
badly-frayed  cable  and  barely  enough  fuel  to 
get  themselves  back  to  their  base  safely,  the 
chopper  crew  had  no  choice. 

Odum  clambered  into  the  raft,  but  it 
swamped  immediately.  A  radio  that  had 
been  lowered  with  it  allowed  him  to 
communicate  with  the  Hercules  crew,  who 
were  still  airborne.  From  them,  he  learned 
his  fate:  there  had  been  no  way  to  winch  him 
aboard  his  own  chopper  and  it  would  be 
some  five  hours  before  another  chopper  — 
which  had  already  been  scrambled  from 
Elizabeth  City  —  could  travel  the  360  miles 
to  reach  him. 

Meanwhile,  Alan  and  the  remaining 
Mirage  crewman,  Fred,  had  not  been 
notified  that  Odum  was  left  behind,  and,  of 
course,  couldn’t  see  him  over  the  giant 
swells.  They  suspected  something  was  up, 
since  the  chopper  hadn’t  returned  to  pick  up 
Fred,  but  in  any  case,  they  had  no  option 
other  than  simply  pressing  on  through  the 
pre-dawn  hours.  The  dual  odysseys  of  Mike 
Odum  and  Alan  Brugger  were  playing  out  at 
the  same  time,  in  the  same  ocean,  but 
neither  man  knew  what  the  other  was  going 
through. 

1 1  goes  without  saying  that  Coast  Guard 
rescue  swimmers  have  to  be  tough,  disci¬ 
plined  and  in  remarkably  good  physical 
condition,  but  the  five  and  a  half  hours  that 
Guardsman  Odum  spent  in  that  tiny  raft 
surely  tested  his  mettle  as  well  as  his  physical 
prowess.  Constantly  showered  by  cresting 
waves,  he  was  thrown  out  of  the  raft  three 
times  during  that  dark,  miserable  night.  The 
Hercules  crew  checked  in  with  him  regularly 
by  radio,  but  after  the  third  hour,  Odum’s 
hands  were  too  numb  to  hold  his  radio, 
despite  being  dressed  in  a  thick,  full-body 
survival  suit.  It  was  the  most  frightening 
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experience  of  his  life.  Later,  he  revealed  that 
he’d  seriously  doubted  his  ability  to  survive. 

Around  0800  on  January  24,  the  second 
chopper  arrived  on  the  scene  with  the  storm 
still  raging,  although  with  less  intensity. 
When  the  crew  spotted  Odum  from  the  air, 
his  limp  body  made  them  fear  they’d  come 
too  late.  Air  Survivalman  3rd  class  Jim 
Peterson  was  lowered  down  to  Odum,  who 
had  a  pulse,  but  was  in  a  state  of  semi¬ 
consciousness  and  was  extremely  hypo¬ 
thermic.  When  they  finally  got  him  aboard 
the  chopper,  stripped  him  down,  and  started 
the  re-warming  process,  Odum’s  body  temp¬ 
erature  was  only  92°.  The  chopper  then 
rushed  him  150  miles  to  the  Navy  cruiser 
USS  Ticonderoga  for  further  medical 
treatment. 

The  next  step  for  the  flight  crew  was  to 
pick  up  the  remaining  crew  off  Mirage.  Like 
the  others,  Fred  made  the  terrifying  leap  into 
the  churning  seas,  rendezvoused  with  the 
rescue  swimmer  and  made  it  safely  into  the 
helicopter.  Although  the  Guardsmen  urged 
Alan  to  come  with  them,  he  made  clear  his 
desire  to  stay  with  the  boat  and  continue  on 
to  St.  Thomas.  But  before  leaving  the  scene, 
the  guardsmen  repeatedly  stressed  that  if  he 
got  into  trouble  later  he  would  be  beyond  the 
range  of  help.  Nevertheless,  Alan  made  it 


clear  he’d  chosen  to  carry  on. 


Although  the  height  of  the  storm  had 
passed,  Alan  was  not  only  exhausted,  but 
was  now  all  alone  aboard  this  crippled  vessel 
that  he  didn’t  even  own.  Fighting  off  the 


DUAL  ODYSSEYS 


exhaustion  of  far  too  many  hours  on  the 
wheel,  he  went  through  a  period  of  intense 
emotion.  "I  cried,"  he  would  later  admit,  "just 
about  as  hard  as  1  did  when  my  father  died." 

Nevertheless,  he  'toughed  it  out'  until 
conditions  calmed  down  enough  for  him  to 
leave  the  wheel,  go  below  and  assess  his 
situation.  Although  he  still  had  a  two-week 
passage  ahead  of  him  in  a  boat  that  wasn’t 
set  up  for  singlehanding,  the  good  news  was 
that  he  had  plenty  of  canned  provisions,  two 
tanks  full  of  fresh  water,  a  radio  and  a  GPS. 

What  he  didn’t  have,  however,  was  any 
charts.  They’d  all  been  'vaporized'  after 
getting  soaked  during  the  capsize.  This  was 
a  bit  of  a  problem,  but  what  the  heck,  he 
thought,  he  was  in  the  middle  of  a  very  big 
ocean  and  there  was  no  land  to  run  into  for 
days  and  days. 

T 

1  hat  night,  Mike  Odum’s  ordeal  was  a 
hot  topic  on  every  evening  newscast  along 
the  southern  coast.  In  Miami,  Alan’s 
girlfriend,  Claudia,  watched  in  shock  as 
footage  of  Odum’s  rescue  crossed  her 
screen,  followed  by  scenes  of  the  Mirage 
crew  being  reunited  with  their  families.  Byt 
in  their  zeal  to  cap  the  story  with  a  happy 
ending,  the  newsmen  seemed  to  all  but  miss 


ies  Harlander's  'Mirage'  racing  on  S.F.  Bay  in  the 
'82  Big  Boat  Series,  the  year  after  her  launch. 


the  fact  that  one  man’s  fate  was  yet  to  be 
resolved.  "The  captain  made  repairs  and 
continued  on  alone  to  St.  Thomas"  was  all 
that  was  said. 

For  Alan;  the  story  didn’t  end  quite  so 


When  the  weather  finally  calmed  down,  the 
wayward  skipper  had  time  to  relax  and  mend  his 
torn  sail  (see  tear  at  left). 


neatly.  In  fact,  the  final  chapter  had  just 
begun.  It  would  be  16  days  before  he  made 
landfall  at  St.  Thomas. 

He  sailed  all  day  under  his  storm  trysail, 
then  finally  put  out  a  sea  anchor  and  got 
some  sleep.  The  next  day  he  put  up  a 
working  jib  and  a  storm  main,  but  the  strong 
winds  ripped  the  reef  right  out  of  it.  He  made 
repairs,  though,  and  continued  on  along  the 
cburse  he  assumed  would  take  him  home  to 
the  Virgin  Islands.  The  storm  eventually 
dissipated  and  the  trade  winds  returned. 

A 

xllone  on  the  sea,  Alan  had  plenty  of 
time  to  think.  He  replayed  the  capsize  in  his 
mind,  and  thought  about  the  rest  of  the  crew 
who  were  safely  back  on  shore.  He  thought 
about  Les  Harlander,  the  multi-talented 
design  guru  who  had  drawn  Mirage’s  lines 
and  built  her  in  San  Francisco  in  1981,  using 
the  innovative,  lightweight  material  called 
Vinylester.  He  thought  about  his  sailing  days 
in  the  Bay  Area  as  a  crewman  aboard  Alan 
Olson’s  beautiful  schooner  Sea  Witch.  And 
of  course  he  thought  at' lot  about  Claudia, 
whom  he  knew  must  be  worried  sick  about 
him. 

Mirage’s  diesel  fuel  had  been 
contaminated  with  seawater  during  the 
storm.  A  result,  thought  Alan,  of  the  crew  not 
screwing  down  the  deck-mounted  fill  cap 
tight  enough.  But  on  the  second  day  out  he 
saw  a  passing  ship,  and  convinced  the  crew 
to  drop  him  two  5-gallon  jugs  of  diesel.  On 
the  third  pass  he  finally  snagged  them  and  by 
the  next  day  he  had  his  engine  going  and  his 
batteries  charged.  At  that  point,  things  were 
definitely  looking  up. 

When  he  took  time  to  rest  at  night, 
fiddling  with  the  SSB  became  a  primary 
amusement.  One  night  he  finally  heard 
talking.  The  voice  was  coming  from  Portugal. 
After  Alan  explained  his  situation,  the 


listener  called  Claudia  in  Florida  to  assure 
her  he  was  okay. 

In  the  days  before  GPS,  Alan  made  many 
passages  using  traditional  navigation  tools, 
but  he  had  never  made  a  trip  without  charts! 
Necessity  being  the  mother  of  invention, 
though,  he  improvised  by  first  plotting  his 
course  on  a  hurricane  tracking  chart  that 
showed  the  entire  Atlantic  on  an  8  1/2  x  11" 
sheet  of  paper,  then  later  —  as  he  got  closer 
to  the  islands  —  on  an  illustration  of  a  chart 
that  he  found  in  a  catalog.  He  taped  a  sheet 
of  notebook  paper  to  the  top  edge  and 
extrapolated  out  the  latitude  and  longitude 
lines  he  needed  to  fix  his  position.  A  bit 
crude,  but  it  worked  —  at  least  until  he  got 
close  to  the  menacing  reef-strewn  island  of 
Anegada. 

The  entire  archipelago  of  the  U.S.  and 
British  Virgin  Islands  is  made  up  of 
mountainous,  volcanic  islands  —  except 
Anegada.  This  low-lying,  coral-formed  speck 
in  the  ocean  is  surrounded  by  a  massive 
coral  reef  system  that  has  caused  untold 
numbers  of  wrecks  since  the  days  of 
colonization.  Alan  wanted  to  be  sure  to  miss 
it,  so  when  he  figured  he  was  200  miles  out 
he  called  Lowell,  owner  of  the  Anegada  Reef 
Hotel  on  the  VHF  for  a  Lat/Long  fix.  "My 
wha?  I  don  know  nothin’  about  dat,  mon." 
And  why  should  he?  Lowell  knows  exactly 
where  he  is. 

Next  he  checked  with  V.I.  Radio,  the 
primary  ship-to-shore  relay  operators.  They 
didn’t  have  a  chart  handy,  but  said  they’d 
get  back  to  him.  Finally,  when  he  was  just  12 
miles  out,  he  got  the  coordinates  and  steered 
clear.  Since  there  was  no  fog  and  no  other 
low-lying  obstructions  he  was  now  confident 
of  making  his  landfall  by  line  of  sight. 

We  saved  the  best  anecdote  from  this 
incredible  saga  for  last.  About  a  week  after 
his  crew  left  him,  Alan  came  to  the  end  of 
the  first  50-gallon  tank  of  water.  He  figured 
he  was  using  it  at  an  appropriate  pace,  since 
the  had  about  another  week  and  another  50 
gallons  to  go.  Wrong.  During  the  capsize,  the 
second  tank  had  become  contaminated.  He 
was  left  without  a  drop.  No  problem.  In 
typical  Caribbean  sailor  fashion,  he  made  do 
with  what  he  had  —  a  virtually  limitless 
supply  of  beer  that  his  crew  had  provisioned, 
anticipating  a  sunny  joyride  through  the 
trades. 

*  —  latitude/aet 

Although  this  epic  passage  took  place  two 
years  ago,  its  lessons  are  so  timeless  that  we 
just  had  to  share  it  with  you.  Alan  Brugger 
has  been  running  Mirage  as  a  charter  boat  in 
the  Virgin  Islands  since  completing  this 
voyage  in  February,  1995.  Mike  Odum  re¬ 
turned  to  Elizabeth  City  the  day  after  his 
rescue  and  continued  making  heroic  rescues. 
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Although  the  28-boat  fleet  included  such 
common  boats  as  a  Hobie  33,  C&C  40, 
Hughes  40,  Centurion  45,  and  Hinckley  50, 
the  average  length  of  the  boats  entered  »^as 
a  staggering  76  feet.  If  you  think  that’s 
impressive  —  and  it  is  —  the  five  boats  in 
Class  A  averaged  a  mind-boggling  137  feet! 
For  admirers  of  large  yachts,  it  was 
something  not  to  be  missed. 

What’s  more,  the  Class  A  boats  were 
anything  but  old  clunkers  held  together  by 
dry  rot  and  rust.  True,  the  167-ft  schooner 
Adela  had  been  built  in  1917,  but  she’d  been 
totally  refit  in  white  glove  fashion  less  than 
two  years  before.  The  second  largest  was  the 
dark  blue  Bruce  King  137-ft  ketch  Alejandro. 
Most  very  large  sailboats  are  floating  condos 
with  masts  stuck  on  the  decks,  but  the  four- 
year-old  Alejandro  is  a  proper  ’little’  yacht 
tastefully  enlarged  to  heroic  proportions.  In 
our  opinion,  the  Spanish-built  ketch  is  the 
most  beautiful  vessel  ever  built. 

Third  largest  in  Class  A  was  the  132-ft 
S&S  designed  Sariyah,  completed  in  New 
Zealand  two  years  ago.  Like  the  two  other 
additional  Class  A  yachts  —  the  118-ft 
Abeking  &  Rasmussen-built  Globana,  and 
the  108-ft  Holland-designed  Gleam  — 
Sariyah  was  designed  more  for  comfort  than 
speed.  But  with  waterlines  of  100  feet  or 
more,  top  quality  sails,  and  power  winches, 
all  three  of  these  mini-behemoths  can  really 
get  rolling  on  a  close  reach  in  the  Caribbean 
trades. 

Most  sailors  don’t  appreciate  how 
massive  large  yachts  are.  At  118  feet, 
Globana  is  26  feet  wide,  draws  12  feet,  and 
has  a  main  mast  of  126  feet.  Although  a 
sailboat,  she  carries  3,640  gallons  of  fuel, 
and  displaces  173  tons!  Informed  sources 
speculated  that  she  cost  between  $10  and 
$15  million.  Imagine  then  what  Adela  must 
displace  and  have  cost  to  refit.  Class  A  was 
certainly  a  $100  million  division. 

Class  B  was  totally  eclipsed,  of  course, 
but  the  11  members  could  have  made  for  a 
very  respectable  regatta  on  their  own.  The 
class  was  lead  by  the  Frers  83  Volador, 
looking  almost  as  lovely  as  when  she  was 
new  10  years  ago.  Marc  Pajot  and  France  II, 
which  he  raced  in  the  last  America’s  Cup, 
added  more  than  a  little  style,  as  did  the  new 
boats  Dr.  Jekyll,  a  Wally  75,  and 
Mischievous,  a  Nyman  65.  The  production 
boats  were  represented  by  the  Ocean  80 
Ocean  Leopard,  a  Swan  76,  Latitude’s 
comparatively  ancient  Ocean  71  charterboat 
Big  O,  and  three  Swan  651s.  The  San 
Francisco-based  Alden  68  Phantom  and 
legendary  Herreshoff  72  Ticonderoga 
rounded  out  the  class. 

Class  C  consisted  of  the  previously 


hen  racing,  the  general  idea  is  to  try 
to  prevent  the  competition  from  passing  you. 
But  this  was  different.  It  was  the  Second 
Annual  St.  Barth  YC’s  New  Year’s  Eve  Race, 
and  the  fleet  was  so  transcendent  that  the 
Wanderer  would  have  gladly  let  the  boats 


There's  excitement  everywhere  on  St.  Barts. 
Once  a  plane  landed  on  a  car  driving  on  the 
main  road.  It  was  easy  to  do. 


pass  just  to  be  able  to  enjoy  the  majestic 
sight  of  them  under  sail. 

We’ve  been  to  lots  of  races  over  the  last 
quarter  century,  but  we’ve  never  seen  —  let 
alone  been  part  of  —  such  a  spectacular  fleet 
as  gathered  for  the  ’nothing  serious’  race  at 
France’s  little  gem  in  the  Eastern  Caribbean. 


The  pursuit  of  happiness  at  Flamands  Beach,  St. 
Barts.  Mom  takes  off  her  top,  the  kids  take  off 
with  their  boogie  boards. 


wmm 


mentioned  C&Cs,  Hughes,  Hinckleys  and 
such.  Why  more  boats  didn’t  enter  was  a 
mystery,  as  the  little  St.  Barths  YC  gladly 
encouraged  anyone  with  a  boat  to  join  the 
fun.  If  you’d  have  shown  up  with  $20  and  a 
Moorings  38  bareboat,  you’d  have  been  as 
welcome  as  —  well,  as  Dennis  Conner, 
who’d  been  around  a  couple  of  days  before 
with  his  51-ft  cruising  catamaran  Stars  & 
Stripes. 

Handicapping  such  a  disparate  fleet  was 
impossible,  of  course,  as  some  boats  were 
brand  new  with  the  latest  in  appendages  and 
monster  power  winches,  while  others  had  full 
keels  and  worn  sails.  And  as  the  race 
committee  freely  confessed  later,  they  played 


THE  NEW  YEAR'S  EVE  REGATTA 


ft: 


minutes  handicap  for  the  22-mile  course.  So 
while  Ti  was  crossing  the  starting  line  of  the 
pursuit  race,  the  Wanderer  was  in  the  local 
chandlery  buying  new  jib  sheets  —  and  if  the 
truth  be  known,  having  himself  a  real  snit. 
He  got  over  it,  but  it  took  some  rum. 


Z 


Although  10  years  old,  the  80-ft  ketch  'Volador' 
still  looks  and  sails  great. 


favorites.  Ticonderoga  and  Big  O  are  pretty 
much  the  same  length,  beam,  displacement, 
and  sail  area,  yet  Ti  was  given  more  than  30 


he  22-mile  course  around  the  island 
and  nearby  He  Fourche  started  with  a  beat  in 
protected  water,  but  was  followed  by  an 
open  water  beat  around  the  windward  side. 
With  winds  in  the  low  20s  and  typical 
tradewind  seas,  the  boats  were  plunging  into 
the  waves  and  sending  up  big  clouds  of 
spray.  It  was  grand  stuff.  Since  most  boats 


were  sailing  with  far  less  racing  crew  than 
normal,  everyone  kept  their  tacks  to  a 
minimum. 

The  windward  side  of  St.  Barts  features 
detached  rocks,  most  of  which  were  marks  of 
the  course.  Participants  were  also  cautioned 
not  to  hit  the  uncharted  rock  Isabelle 
Autessier  had  struck  in  the  same  race  the 
year  before  —  although  race  officials  didn’t 
know  exactly  where  the  darn  thing  was 
located.  Ah,  racing  in  the  Caribbean! 

It  was  obvious  who  was  serious  about  this 
'casual1  race  by  how  close  they  shaved  Pt. 
Toiny.  Laying  the  point  was  tricky,  because 
the  closer  you  got  to  it,  the  stronger  the 
adverse  current,  the  sloppier  the  backwash 
—  and  the  lower  you  pointed.  Some 
skipper’s  displayed  balls  of  brass,  as  they 
sailed  their  multimillion  vessels  within  just  a 
few  yards  of  rocks  such  as  Les  Grenadiers, 
which  were  being  pounded  by  large  surf.  But 
what  a  grand  spectacle  it  must  have  been  for 
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Inset  left;  'Gleam'  slams  into  a  wave  near  Toiny. 
Spread;  the  167-ft  'Adela'.  Note  the  size  of  the 
crew.  Above;  the  magnificent  'Alejandra'. 

_ ! _ : - 

those  laying  on  the  beaches,  looking  out 
from  hillside  villas,  or  even  sitting  in  the  seats 
of  small  planes  taking  off  from  the  little 
island’s  busy  mini  airport. 

From  aboard  Big  O,  the  most  interesting 
part  of  the  race  happened  just  after  rounding 
lie  Fourche,  the  leeward  mark.  We’d  caught 
and  passed  a  couple  of  boats,  but  hot  on  our 
heels  were  the  big  guys:  Alejandra,  Adela, 
Globana,  Sari^ah,  and  the  scratch  boat, 
France  II.  They  were  going  to  pass  us  on  the 
last  leg  for  surev  but  it  would  be  fun  to  see 
how  long  we  could  hold  them  off. 

„  The  Wanderer  drove  Big  O  as  close  to 
rocky  lie  Fourche  as  possible,  confident  we’d 
forced  Alejandra  to  sail  outside  of  us  and 
suck  some  bad  air.  He  turned  out  to  be  the 
'Wrongderer',  however,  as  the  skipper  of 
Alejandra  courageously  —  or  foolhardily  — 
sailed  the  $25  million  yacht  between  us  and 
the  rocky  shore.  How  cool!  We’d  never  been 
so  thrilled  to  have  been  passed  by  another 
boat  in  our  life. 

The  six-mile,  flat  water,  close  reach  back 
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The  cars  on  St.  Barts  are  all  small.  But  why  have 
a  car  at  all  when  two  wheels  are  even  more  fun 
in  the  tropics  ? 


to  the  finish  line  was  like  being  at  a  yacht 
racing  fantasy  camp.  First  Big  0  got  to  battle 
Marc  Pajot  and  the  crew  of  his  America’s 
Cup  boat.  To  windward  of  them  on  a  close 
reach,  we  and  our  four  crew  were  briefly 
able  to  hold  off  France  II  before  they  took 
advantage  of  the  shifts  and  lulls  —  and  the 
fact  we  were  leaving  the  helm  to  take  photos 
of  them  —  to  squirt  ahead.  But  what  a  lovely 
yacht! 

Next  was  Sariyah,  a  beast  of  a  vessel  with 
several  of  our  friends  aboard.  She  rumbled, 
bumbled,  and  stumbled  ahead  to  leeward, 
waterlining  us  to  death.  Next  came  the 
spectacular  sight  of  the  huge  schooner  Adela 
thundering  into  the  small  seas.  It  was  good 
she  was  so  far  to  leeward,  as  she  otherwise 
would  have  blotted  out  the  horizon. 

It  was  a  sentimental  last  couple  of  miles 
for  the  Wanderer,  as  Big  0  had  just  been 
sold  and  this  would  be  his  final  race  aboard 
her.  But  what  better  way  to  finish  the 
relationship  than  by  having  the  25-year-old 
classic  nip  the  new  $15  million  Globana  right 
at  the  finish?  With  the  wind  having  gone 
fluky  and  the  173-ton  Globana  using  her 
tremendous  momentum  to  work  through  the 
lulls,  the  Wanderer  desperately  reached  off 
in  front  of  the  charging  monster  to  cross  the 
finish  line  first  —  and  without  even  hitting 
the  race  committee  boat.  As  the  French 
themselves  will  readily  admit,  they  can  be 
horribly  arrogant,  but  the  cheering  topless 
girls  aboard  the  crowded  committee  boat 
proved  they  know  how  to  compensate  for  it. 

The  awards  ceremony  was  held  on  the 


stage  at  little  Charles  de  Gaulle  Quay  —  with 
at  least  $100  million  of  powerboats  a  winch 
handle’s  toss  away.  The  audience  consisted 
of  all  the  usual  sort  of  riff-raff:  crews,  owner's, 
and  the  wives  and  children  of  some  big  time 
movie  stars.  Top  honors  —  and  suitably 
modest  prizes  —  went  to  Gleam,  a  local 
boat,  in  Class  A;  Ticonderoga,  a  local  boat, 
in  Class  B;  and  Yellow  Bird,  a  local  boat,  in 
Class  C.  Ticonderoga,  which  was  actually 
supposedly  to  be  the  hand-picked  winner, 
actually  got  nipped  by  the  ketch  Yellow  Bird. 

"Come  back  next  year  and  we’ll  give  you 
another  10  minutes,"  laughed  the  head  of 
the  race  committee  as  we  spilled  beers 
together. 


Brittany  and  Normandy.  They’re  self-reliant, 
have  strong  traditions,  and  for  the  most  part 
could  care  less  about  the  outside  world  and 
all  the  chic-chic  life  that  goes  on  around 
them. 


oming  back  next  year  for  the  regatta 
and  New  Years  is  something  we  plan  to  do. 
And  if  you’re  looking  to  take  a  break  from 
the  cold,  wet  and  grey  Northern  California 
winter,  you  might  do  the  same.  St.  Barts  is 
—  at  least  to  our  thinking  —  the  Alejandro  of 
Caribbean  Islands.  Here’s  what  she’s  got 
going  for  her. 

The  People  —  There  are  two  kinds  of 
residents  on  St.  Barts.  There  are  the  natives, 
who  are  mostly  descendants  of  folks  from 


Then  there  are  the  business  folks,  many 
from  France,  who’ve  come  to  capitalize  on 
the  island’s  popularity.  They’re  in  it  for  the 
money,  of  course,  but  have  somehow 
managed  to  demonstrate  an  unusual 
combination  of  restraint  and  good  taste. 
About  the  only  chain  stores  on  the  little 
island  are  Hermes  and  Cartier.  Above  all,  the 
island  is  a  haven  for  those  who  enjoy  all 
forms  of  water  sports  and  fine  dining,  but  is 

Going  out  in  style!  The  Wanderer  and  'Big  O' 
nipped  the  new  $15  million,  1 18-ft  ’Globana'  in 
their  last  race  together. 
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— 


"Pinch  me,"  says  the  Wanderer.  "We're  racing 
against  Marc  Pajot  and  his  America's  Cup  boat!" 


certainly  not  the  place  for  those  looking  for 
grand  hotels  or  a  Planet  Hollywood. 

There  are  also  two  kinds  of  visitors  to  St. 
Barts.  Wealthy  people  who  rent  expensive 
little  villas  by  the  week,  and  who  hit  the 
beaches  by  day  and  the  restaurants  by  night. 
Then  there  are  the  people  who  arrive  by 
boat,  be  it  a  modest  cruising  boat,  40-foot 
bareboat,  or  Adela.  No  matter  what  boat 
they  arrive  on,  everybody  drinks  at  Le  Select 
—  the  place  made  famous  by  Jimmy  Buffet’s 
song  Cheeseburgers  in  Paradise. 

Oh  yeah,  there’s  a  third  category  of 
visitor  —  the  cruise  ship  passengers  and  day 
trippers.  These  poor  souls  arrive  about  ll 


and  leave  by  3  —  and  are  looked  down 
upon  by  everyone  as  some  low  form  of  alien 
life.  A  few  shops  even  post  signs  that  say, 
"No  Cruise  Ship  Passengers". 

The  island  is  popular  with  really  rich 
people,  movie  stars,  rockers,  and  models  — 
because  the  locals  have  no  idea  who  these 
people  are  and  wouldn’t  care  less  if  they  did. 
We’d  tell  you  about  all  the  first  rate  movie 
stars,  rockers,  and  models  our  daughter  saw 
over  New  Year’s,  but  we  don’t  know  or  care 
who  they  are,  either. 

You  might  get  the  idea  that  St.  Barts  is 
only  for  the  stinking  rich,  but  it’s  not.  Since 
so  many  people  have  so  much  money,  it’s 
not  important.  What  counts  is  passion.  If 
you’re  passionate  about  something  —  be  it 
art,  sailing,  music,  or  sex  —  you’ve  got 
something  money  can’t  buy.  And  you’re  'in 
there'  more  than  if  you  were  just  an  everyday 
boring  rich  person. 

There  are  people  on  St.  Barts  with  little 
money;  they  work  in  hotels  or  stores,  on  big 
boats,  or  are  just  cruising.  One  of  the  fun 
things  less  affluent  people  get  to  do  is  watch 
the  arrogant  rich  get  their  comeuppance. 
Some  guy  will  tie  up  at  the  quay  with  a  100- 
ft  powerboat  and  strut  about  like  a  cock  of 
the  walk.  An  hour  later,  another  guy  will 
come  in  with  a  120-footer,  and  the  first  guy 
will  shrink  from  sight  in  humiliation.  Then  a 
third  guy  will  pull  in  with  a  170-footer,  and 
the  second  guy  will  also  be  crushed  and  duck 
from  sight.  The  first  lesson  you  learn  at  St. 
Barts  is  that  no  matter  how  much  money  a 
person  has,  there’s  always  somebody  else 
who  has  twice  as  much. 

The  second  lesson  of  St.  Barts  is  that 
coveting  what  people  with  megayachts  have 
is  silly.  Once  you’ve  been  aboard  those 
boats,  you  discover  that  money  doesn’t  buy 
happiness  or  pleasure  —  let  alone  passion  or 
peace  of  mind. 

Safe  &  Clean  —  With  the  Wanderer’s  half 
century  mark  less  than  two  years  away,  we’re 
finding  clean  and  safe  places  more  to  our 
liking  —  especially  when  with  our  kids.  St. 
Barts  is  perhaps  the  cleanest  and  best-kept 
island  in  the  Caribbean.  It  doesn’t  have 
anything  to  do  with  government  programs, 
either,  it’s  all  a  matter  of  individual  and 
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community  pride.  Character  shows. 

It  also  shows  in  the  way  people  behave. 
Despite  copious  amounts  of  drinking  and  the 
seeming  absence  of  police,  there’s  never  any 
hassling,  threats,  or  violence.  Not  even  a  hint 
of  it.  The  reason  the  Wanderer  went  to  St. 
Barts  is  that  he  wanted  a  tropical  place  to 
take  his  15-year-old  daughter  and  her  friend 
—  both  very  attractive  —  where  they  could 
have  a  great  late  night  New  Year’s  Eve 
without  being  hassled  or  threatened.  It  was 
perfect!  Despite  all  the  people  drinking 
champagne,  shooting  off  fireworks,  and 
dancing  in  the  streets  until  dawn,  nobody  got 
stupid  or  out  of  hand. 

Theft  is  almost  non-existent  on  St.  Barts. 
It’s  the  only  place  we  know  where  most 
cruisers  don’t  lock  their  dinghies.  Residents 
leave  their  keys  as  well  as  valuables  in  their 
motorbikes  and  cars.  From  time  to  time 
reality  does  invade  this  seeming  fantasy 
world  —  early  in  January  a  pilot  leaned 
forward  to  pick  up  a  package  from  the 
runway  and  got  his  head  lopped  off  by  the 
propeller  of  his  plane  —  but  not  often. 

Beaches  &  Breezes  —  All  the  Caribbean 
has  pretty  much  the  same  weather  —  which 
is  great.  All  the  islands  have  nice  beaches, 
but  some  are  nicer  than  others.  Flamands, 
Grand  Saline,  and  Governeurs  on  St.  Barts 
are  three  of  the  very  finest  beaches  in  the 
Caribbean,  with  plenty  of  white  sand,  lots  of 
room  to  jog  or  walk,  and  perfect  conditions 
for  swimming.  Grand  Saline  and  Flamands 
often  have  good  body  surfing,  too.  As  each 


An  awe-inspiring  sight:  the  big  schooner  ’Adela’ 
powers  up  for  a  run  at  the  finish  line.  She  wasn't 
nimble,  but  she  could  really  move. 


is  on  a  different  part  of  the  island,  you  can 
chose  the  best  depending  on  the  time  of  day 
and  weather  conditions.  Generally  it’s  Saline 
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in  the  early  morning,  Flamands  in  the 
afternoon,  and  Governeurs  late  in  the  day. 

Grand  Saline  is  the  most  popular  for  nude 
bathing,  although  it’s  not  mandatory.  All  the 
other  beaches  are  topless  for  those  who 
enjoy  that  kind  of  thing. 

mall  &  Sweet  —  Although  it’s 
possible  to  drive  around  8-mile  by  3-mile  St. 
Barts  in  about  half  an  hour,  it  nonetheless 
has  distinct  districts  and  varied  topography. 
Pt.  Milou  on  the  windward  side  is  a  world 
away  for  the  traditional  district  of  Corossol, 
which  is  a  world  away  from  Flamands  or 
Grand  Fond. 

Nobody  has  a  big  car  or  even  medium 
size  car  on  St.  Barts,  and  the  most  typical 
vehicles  are  doorless  Mokes  and  Gurgles,  as 
well  as  motorbikes  and  motorscooters.  The 
UPS  truck?  It’s  a  Honda  Four  Trac.  There  is 
no  traffic  on  St.  Barts,  and  hitchhiking  is 
easy. 

The  Price  Can  Be  Right  —  If  you  want  to 
visit  this  little  paradise  by  land  for  the 
Christmas/  New  Year’s  Holiday,  it’s  going  to 
cost  you.  A  modest  house  runs  $6,000  for 
the  week,  and  they’re  hard  to  come  buy.  The 


hotels,  all  of  which  are  small,  average  $300 
to  $750  a  night  for  two  —  and  then  you’ve 
still  got  to  eat  out.  Dining  out  in  St.  Barts  is 
expensive,  and  no  matter  what  the  New  York- 
Times  says,  is  not  all  that  good.  At  least  not 
during  the  Christmas  /  New  Year’s 
madhouse. 

If  you  come  by  bareboat  from  nearby  St. 
Martin  and  are  smart,  St.  Barts  is  about  as 
expensive  as  other  Caribbean  islands.  If  you 
stay  at  the  quay  —  which  is  usually  packed 
at  New  Year’s  and  can  have  a  bad  surge  — 
it’s  $l/ft.  To  our  way  of  thinking,  it’s  not  only 
too  surgy,  noisy,  and  lacking  of  privacy  — 
but  too  expensive.  Especially  when  you  can 
anchor  out  for  about  $10/night,  have  some 
privacy,  be  able  to  jump  over  the  side  to 
swim  —  and  still  get  to  use  fhe  shoreside 
showers  and  heads.  Better  still  is  anchoring 
at  nearby  Shell  Beach  —  for  multihulls  —  or 
Columbie;  they’re  free,  and  you  can  still  take 
the  dinghy  to  town. 

Neither  groceries  or  prepared  foods  are 
cheap  on  St.  Barts.  The  only  good  deal  is  at 


Unique  Plus,  where  you  can  get  a  baguette 
filled  with  ham  and  cheese  or  pate  for  only 
$2.50.  Cook  on  your  boat  and  you  save  a 
fortune.  Watch  where  you  drink,  too, 
because  many  restaurants  and  hotels  will 
charge  you  $8  to  $10  per  drink.  If  you  drink 
at  Le  Select,  you  can  get  a  Heineken  for  $2. 

But  the  great  thing  about  St.  Barts  is  that 
you  don’t  need  to  buy  anything.  You  spend 
your  days  sailing,  swimming,  sunbathing, 
and  hiking  —  and  it’s  all  free  and  completely 
satisfying.  Early  evenings  you  spend  drinking 
$2  beers  at  Le  Select  and  making  sailing 
friends  from  all  over  the  world.  And  best  of 
all,  you  do  it  while  wearing  shorts  and  a  T- 
shirt  —  and  missing  out  on  Northern 
California’s  worst  weather. 

In  the  old  days,  the  pirates  from  St. 
Barts  used  to  carry  a  flag  with  the  inscription, 
"St.  Barths  d’abord"  —  which  translates  to 
"St.  Barts  before  all  others".  It  was  true  then, 
and  having  experienced  another  great  New 
Year’s  Eve  and  New  Year’s  Eve  Regatta 
there,  we  can  happily  report  that  nothing  has 
changed. 

—  latitude  38 
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BALLENGER 

SPAR  SYSTEMS,  INC. 

Custom  Racing  and  Cruising  Spars 


Replacement  spars  •  Mast  kits 

Navtec  rod  rigging  •  Insurance  work 

Mast  parts:  goosenecks,  sheaves,  spreaders,  etc. 
Discounts  on  halyards,  standing  rigging,  deck 
hardware,  furlers,  Navtec  integral  cylinders 
Bay  Area  pickup  and  delivery 
Fabrication  •  Repair 


EXPERT  DESIGN  AND 
CONSULTATION  SERVICES' 

Ballenger  Spar  Systems, 
1053 A  17th  Ave. 

Santa  Cruz,  CA  95062 
(408)  462-2890 
Fax  (408)  462-2124 

-  -  '  :  . 


DONATE  YOUR 
BOAT  TO 

STANFORD  SAILING 

For  a  1997  Tax  Deduction 


You  will  be  surprised  how 
attractive  and  easy  donating 
your  boat  to  help  support  the 
Stanford  Sailing  Team  can  be. 

Stanford  University  is  seeking  sailing 
vessels  &  motoryachts  of  any  size  and 
condition  -  CALL  NOW! 


STANFORD  UNIVERSITY 
SAILING  PROGRAM 

For  more  information, 
please  contact  Steve  Bourdow 

Stanford  Sailing  Office 

(415)  723-2811 


Get  Broad  Homeowner  Protection 


“Your  Quartermaster®  coverage 
is  wonderful.  It  was  a  pleasant 
surprise  to  team  that  you  covered 
the  loss  of  valuable jewelry  stolen 
from  us  in  a  hotel  room " 

Lila  and  Ken  Draper,  Seattle, 
WA 


YACHT  INSURANCE 

EXCLUSIVELY  FOR 
LIVEABOARDS 

Only  the  Quartermaster® 

Liveaboard  Yacht  Policy  - 
a  policy  designed  by  live- 
aboards  for  liveaboards  - 
combines  the  comprehen¬ 
sive  coverage  and  features  of  a  standard  yacht  policy  with 
broad  homeowner  protection,  including: 

•  Comprehensive  Personal  Liability 

•  Personal  Property  Coverage  including  property  in  storage 

•  Loss’  of  Use  Protection 

•  Countrywide  network  of  claim  adjusters  &  surveyors 

For  more  information  call 

1-800-869-2248 
or  206-447-0489 


Offered  through 


QR^cordia. 

Acordia/Pettit-Morry 
520  Pike  Street  20th  Floor 
Seattle,  WA  98101-4095 
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RUST  PROBLEMS? 

HERE  ARE  THE  ANSWERS: 


Rust-Off™ 

Easy  rust  removal. 

Spray  On — Wipe  Off 

Boeshield® 

Rust  prevention  that 
lasts  for  months. 

BOESHIELD  T-9® 

285  JAMES  STREET 
HOLLAND,  Ml  49424 

1-800-962-1732 

Available  at  better  marine  stores. 

Trademark  and  Technology  licensed  by  THE  BOEING  COMPANY 


RAY  JASON'S 


W, 


hen  I  told  the’  cab  driver  that  1  was 
looking  for  a  "special  hotel,"  he  smiled  in  an 
odd  but  enthusiastic  way.  Three  times  he 
flashed  a  wide  grin  while  simultaneously 
winking  at  me.  His  bearhing,  blinking  face 
made  me  think  of  a  jack  o’lantern  with  a 
strobe  light  inside. 

"Un  poco  amor?"  he  asked. 

"No,  I’m  not  looking  for  a  little  love,"  I 
responded. 

"Mucho  amor?"  he  then  inquired  with  a 
hint  of  admiration. 

"No,  I’m  not  looking  for  a  lot  of  love, 
either,"  I  replied. 

"So  what  are  you  looking  for?"  he  said  in 
perfect  English. 

I  was  initially  surprised  by  this  abrupt 
switch  in  language  until  I  reminded  myself 
that  I  was  in  Panama,  which  had  practically 
been  an  American  occupation  zone  for  the 
past  century. 

"I’m  looking  for  a  hotel  where  the  back¬ 
packers  stay,"  I  said. 

Apparently  he  didn’t  understand  the  word 
"backpacker,"  so  I  tried,  "A  cheap  hotel 
where  the  hippies  stay." 

"Oh,  you  mean  a  GRANOLA  hotel,"  he 
gleefully  replied. 

"Brilliant  assessment, "  I  thought  to  myself, 
and  then  said,  "Yes,  exactly." 

"No  problema,  "  he  laughed.  And  off  we 
went. 


N« 


I  ow,  you  might  be  wondering  what  I 
was  seeking  at  a  granola  hotel.  And  if  you 
knew  that  I  was  scheduled  to  transit  the 
Panama  Canal  the  very  next  day  with  my 
beautiful  sloop,  Aventura,  you’d  really  be 
curious  about  my  strange  mission.  After  all, 
shouldn’t  I  be  preparing  my  boat  and  crew 
for  the  trip  through  the  Canal? 


I  I 
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Our  Panamanian 
advisor  showed 
me  that  our  iockmate 
was  carrying  a 
sizable  amount  of 
explosives. 
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people  to  handle  the  125-foot  lines  that 
connect  the  boat  to  the  walls  of  the  locks. 

There  are  semi-professionals  available 
who  hang  around  the  yacht  clubs  at  either 
end  of  the  Canal  who’ll  help  you  out  —  at 
$50  per  day.  But  with  the  usual  sailboat  tran¬ 


Well,  since  I  am  a  dyed-in-the-oilskin 
singlehander,  I  had  no  crew.  Which  is  a 
major  problem,  because  to  pass  through  The 
Ditch  you’re  practically  required  to  bring 
along  a  committee.  Not  counting  the  skipper 
and  the  professional  pilot,  you  need  four 


Above,  'Aventura's  polyglot  (multilingual)  crew , 
(I  to  r)  Simone,  Bobbi,  Brigette  and  Vanessa , 
Right,  'Joyous  Society '. 

sit  taking  two  days,  using  them  would  signif¬ 
icantly  dent  my  insignificant  savings. 

So  I  was  headed  for  a  granolatel  hoping 
to  find  backpack  travelers  who  would  enjoy 
a  free  trip  through  the  Panama  Canal  as  line- 
handlers.  My  chances  were  good,  because 
yogurt  vagabonds  are  almost  always  open  to 
unusual  adventures  -  especially  if  free  food, 
drink  and  shelter  are  added  to  the  equation. 
I  should  know;  I  spent  years  out  there  on  the 
third-class  caravan  myself. 

Besides  their  affordability,  these  wander¬ 
ers  make  excellent  crew  for  other  reasons. 
They  are  accustomed  to  traveling  slowly,  and 
they  don’t  panic  when  confronted  with  the 
unexpected.  As  an  added  bonus,  there  was 
an  excellent  chance  that  I  could  assemble  a 
polyglot  crew. 

As  a  lifelong  wordsmith,  I’ve  been  in  love 
with  that  word  since  first  reading  it  in  Mel¬ 
ville  and  Conrad.  So  for  years  I’ve  harbored 
a  secret  desire  to  see  if  I  was  man  enough  to 
skipper  a  polyglot  crew! 

It  wasn’t  nearly  as  difficult  as  I  thought.  In 
one  quick  trip  to  the  ’Granola  6’,  I  enlisted 
four  people  who  hailed  from  four  different 
countries.  I  netted  more  nationalities  than 
you’d  find  at  a  cab  driver’s  union  hall. 

There  was  Brigette,  a  young  Canadian 
woman,  and  Bobby,  her  Costa  Rican  boy¬ 
friend.  With  his  dreadlocks  and  his  "no 
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problem,  mon"  philosophy  he  was  also  an 
honorary  Jamaican. 

Vanessa,  a  Brit,  was  full  of  vim,  vigor  and 
cheerio  helpfulness.  And  then  there  was  "zee 
beautiful  Frenchwoman,"  Simone.  Her  trip 
through  the  Canal  was  symbolic  of  a  more 
profound  passage  that  she  was  making  in  her 
personal  life.  Both  sloop  and  skipper  were 
honored  and  delighted  to  be  assisting  her  in 
both  crossings. 

w  e  all  assembled  at  the  Balboa  Yacht 
Club  on  the  Pacific  Ocean  side  the  night 
before  departure.  The  place  has  a  most  con¬ 
vivial  atmosphere  since  there  is  a  singularity 
of  purpose  amongst  the  patrons.  Nobody 
visits  the  BYC  for  its  own  sake.  It  is  hardly  a 
"destination  resort."  Rather  it  is  a  "determi¬ 
nation  resort"  —  where  everyone  is  solely 
dedicated  to  the  pursuit  of  a  new  ocean  for 
their  boat. 

It  is  a  sensible  policy  to  assemble  your 
crew  of  linehandlers  the  night  before  the 
transit.  That’s  because  boats  heading  to  the 
Atlantic  usually  leave  at  0600  -  or  'zero-six- 
rooster'  as  they  say  at  the  yacht  club.  If  you 
are  not  on  time  the  fine  is  oceanic  -  $300. 

Regardless  of  whether  you’re  headed  for 
the  Atlantic  or  the  Pacific,  the  basic  principle 
is  the  same.  You  start  at  sea  level,  ascend 
through  a  series  of  three  locks  to  what  might 
be  called  'hill  level',  and  then  descend 
through  another  three  locks  back  down  to 
sea  level.  Between.those  saltwater  staircases 
are  about  20  miles  of  lake  and  channel  that 
must  be  traversed. 

If  you  are  going  to  suffer  any  catastrophes 
they  will  probably  occur  in  the  locks.  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  sailboats  make  this  crossing  each 
year.  For  most  of  them  the  biggest  problem 
is  running  out  of  ice  cubes  for  sunset  cock¬ 
tails.  But  aboard  Auentura,  we  had  not  just 
one  but  two  close  calls! 

The  first  occurred  in  the  very  first  lock. 
We  were  rafted  up  to  the  starboard  side  of  a 
48-ft  trawler-style  powerboat.  Another  sail¬ 
boat  was  attached  to  her  port  side.  When 
motoring  in  a  three-yacht  nest,  the  center 
boat  is  usually  in  control.  Being  bigger  and 
stronger  it  can  easily  maneuver  the  whole 
group.  Each  vessel  has  a  Panamanian  advi¬ 
sor/pilot  aboard  to  oversee  things  and  issue 
instructions. 

There  are  supposedly  two  critical  times 
during  the  up-locking  procedure.  The  first  is 
when  all  the  seawater  is  pumped  into  the 
lock,  creating  a  gigantic  hot  tub  effect. 
However,  imagine  that  it  is  Godzilla’s  hot 
tub,  and  it  is  being  filled  through  fire-hose 
nozzles  rather  than  normal  jets. 

The  second  crucial  event  is  when  the 
doors  swing  open  and  the  huge  ship  in  front 
of  you  that  has  been  sharing  the  lock 
engages  her  propellers  to  move  forward.  This 
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can  instantly  transform  the  chamber  into  a 
whitewater-rafting  test  tank.  With  bad  luck 
you  could  quickly  go  from  outward  bound  to 
sideways  bound.  Most  ship  captains  are  very 
aware  of  the  havoc  that  this  can  wreak  on 
the  miniature  boats  behind  them;  so  they  do 


Sirens  started 
going  off  and  red 
emergency 
lights  began  flashing 
on  the 

nearby  walls. 


Bill? 


it  gently. 


But,  since  I  had  thoroughly  prepared 
Team  Polyglot  for  either  of  these  calamities, 
something  entirely  different  happened. 

Because  this  is  the  uphill  portion  of  the 
trip  you  enter  at  the  bottom  of  the  lock.  Atop 
the  walls  are  workers  disguised  as  Lillipu¬ 
tians,  who  throw  long,  thin  lines  down  to 
you.  These  are  then  attached  to  your  bigger- 
diameter  ropes  which  are  hauled  by  hand 
back  up  to  the  top  of  the  lock.  The  raft  is 
now  connected  by  four  umbilical  cords  which 
are  each  125  feet  long.  As  the  water  in  the 
lock  rises  it  is  the  line  handlers’  job  to  take 
up  the  slack  so  that  the  lines  don’t  wrap 
around  rudders  or  props  or  rigging. 


T 

1  he  initial  positioning  of  the  raft  went 
perfectly.  All  of  the  lines  were  caught  on  the 
first  attempt,  passed  across  to  the  middle 
boat  and  secured  properly.  As  my  advisor 
instructed,  1  idled  back  my  engine  and  put 
the  transmission  into  neutral.  The  powerboat 
now  had  full  control.  Soon  the  huge  gates 
astern  of  us  closed  and  the  water  started 
churning  in.  During  this  awesome  turbulence 
the  skipper  of  the  powerboat  was  responsible 
for  keeping  the  raft  in  the  center  of  the 
chamber  using  his  powerful  engine. 

Whether  it  was  from  too  much  nervous¬ 
ness  or  too  much  nonchalance,  I’ll  never 
know,  but  he  lost  control  —  big  time1.  Natur¬ 
ally,  it  had  to  be  in  our  direction.  Instead  of 
veering  off  to  the  left  and  jeopardizing  the 
40-ft  sailboat,  he  instead  careened  to  the 
right.  My  pilot  calmly  but  firmly  told  me  to 
put  the  boat  back  into  gear,  give  the  engine 
a  strong  burst  of  power  and  turn  to  port. 

Since  Aventura  weighs  5  tons  and  the 
other  two  boats  weighed  about  25  tons,  1  felt 
about  as  powerless  as  an  average  citizen 
trying  to  out-lobby  the  National  Rifle  Asso¬ 
ciation.  The  advisor  from  the  middle  boat, 
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who  had  command  of  the  entire  raft,  now 
superseded  my  pilot  and  hollered  over  for 
me  to  throw  it  into  reverse  and  back  dowi\ 
hard.  I  did  just  that  but  there  was  no  way 
that  my  little  10-horsepower  diesel  could 
slow  our  crushing  momentum. 

Meanwhile  the  skipper  of  the  powerboat 
was  feverishly  manipulating  his  throttle  and 
rudder  controls.  He  was  slamming  the  levers 
backwards  and  forwards  with  such  ferocity 
that  he  looked  like  a  backhoe  operator  with 
a  boot  full  of  fire  ants. 

Since  I  was  now  under  the  command  of 
not  just  one  but  two  advisors,  I  wasn’t  sure 
about  my  right  to  give  orders.  But  I  was 
definitely  sure  that  my  beautiful  sloop  was  in 
clear  and  present  danger  of  "being  crushed 
between  the  wall  and  the  other  two  boats.  I 
felt  like  an  egg  on  a  pool  table  —  it  was  just 
a  matter  of  time  —  very  little  time. 

So  I  told  the  two  linehandlers  stationed  in 
the  cockpit  to  hurry  forward  and  fend  off. 
They  moved  to  the  bow  obediently  and 
swiftly  —  unfortunately  too  quickly  for  me  to 
tell  them  what  ’fend  off1  meant. 

But  now  I  was  saved  by  the  courage  and 
intelligence  of  Brigette.  She  had  apparently 
been  around  boats  long  enough  to  under¬ 
stand  the  urgency  of  our  emergency.  She 
quickly  sat  on  the  bow  pulpit,  bre  ced  her 
back  against  the  headstay  and  extended  her. 
legs  so  that  her  feet  were  against  the  Canal 
wall.  Then,  pushing  with  all  of  her  might,  she 
kept  us  from  being  crushed  and  mangled. 

Probably  at  this  point  the  powerboat  had 
finally  regained  control  of  the  raft;  but  from 
my  vantage  point  the  London  lass  straining 
on  my  bow  looked  as  heroic  as  the  little 
Dutch  boy  with  his  finger  in  the  dike.  The 
advisor  and  I  exchanged  equally  stunned 
’Can  you  believe  that?’  looks. 

T 

1  he  next  two  locks  were  approached 
with  such  extreme  caution  and  concentration 
that  we  experienced  no  similar  traumas. 
Once  we  began  the  long  motoring  stretch 
across  Lake  Gatun,  1  broke  out  some  cham¬ 
pagne  to  toast  the  Queen  and  her  gallant 
British  subject.  I  didn’t  care  that  it  wasn’t 
even  0900.  The  sun  may  not  have  been 
above  the  yardarm;  but  it  was  certainly 
shining  over  the  Union  Jack. 

Our  trip  across  the  20-mile  lake  was 
pleasantly  uneventful.  If  a  small  boat  does 
not  arrive  at  the  first  lock  on  the  Atlantic  side 
by  around  1530,  they  are  instructed  to  an¬ 
chor  until  the  following  morning.  I  pushed 
Aventura's  little  Volvo  diesel  pretty  hard  and 
we  thought  we  had  made  the  deadline.  That 
was  because  we  could  see  the  other  two 
yachts  from  our  earlier  nest  lining  up  to  enter 


the  lock.  Our  pilot  radioed  Canal  Control 
asking  permission  for  us  to  down-lock  with 
them,  but  they  rejected  that  request  and 
instructed  us  to  anchor  nearby. 

This  was  a  bit  discouraging,  but  it  also 
had  its  good  points.  It  meant  that  the  Motley 
Polyglots  and  their  frazzled  skipper  could 
relax  with  some  festive  rum  drinks  and  a 
good  meal.  It  was  made  doubly  delightful 
because  we  were  the  only  yacht  anchored 
amidst  20  huge,  handsome  ships.  For  a  sea 
gypsy  like  myself,  who  considers  a  rust- 
bucket  freighter  more  romantic  than  a  can¬ 
dlelight  dinner,  this  was  heavenly. 

T he  next  morning  our  new  advisor  was 
supposed  to  come  aboard  at  0930.  When  he 
hadn’t  arrived  by  1130,  I  radioed  Canal 
Control  to  ask  if  there  had  been  some 
scheduling  change.  My  radio  had  been  on 
since  0700  and  none  of  the  officials  had 
called  us.  The  voice  at  CC  checked  his 
updated  timetable  and  informed  me  that  our 
pilot  would  be  arriving  at  1500  in  the 
afternoon. 


I  was  a  bit  stunned  by  the  length  of  the 
delay,  so  I  asked  politely  if  there  was  some 
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supervisor  that  I  could  speak  with  in  order  to 
get  it  shortened.  Apparently,  the  voice  from 
Control  de  Canal  was  in  a  bad  mood.  He 
launched  into  a  tirade  about  how  yachts 
transit  at  the  convenience  of  the  Canal 
Authority,  and  how  we  cost  them  money  and 
how  we  are  a  damned  nuisance.  Which  is,  of 
course,  all  true.  But  the  intensity  of  his 
outburst  left  the  impression  that  his  favorite 
daughter  had  run  away  with  a  visiting 
yachtsman. 

The  new  advisor  did  not  arrive  until  1545 
and  we  ended  up  entering  the  first  lock  40 
minutes  later  than  we  could  have  on  the 
previous  day.  The  irony  of  this  delay  was  not 
lost  on  me.  Nor  did  1  fail  to  notice  the  change 
in  wind  conditions.  The  previous  afternoon 
had  been  dead  locking  calm,  but  today  it  was 
blowing  15-18  knots.  Plus,  it  would  be  on 
our  beam  as  we  passed  through  the  locks. 
Had  we  transited  side-tied  to  a  tugboat  as 
they  had  earlier  told  us  we  would  be  doing, 
the  wind  would  not  have  been  a  factor  due 
to  the  tug’s  strong  engines.  But  at  the  last 

Going  up!  They  don't  call  Panama  ’the  crossroads 
of  the  world'  for  nothing.  No  sooner  does  one  set 
of  lock  doors  close  than  another  ship  (right  cen¬ 
ter)  is  led  in  to  begin  its  Canal  transit. 


minute  the  tugboat  was  diverted  somewhere 
else. 

So  now  we  would  be  down-locking 
'center  chamber.'  But  we  weren’t  entirely 
alone.  Pulling  in  behind  us  was  an  800-ft 
Chinese  bulk  carrier  named  Joyous  Society. 
Our  Panamanian  advisor  showed  me  on  his 
computer  printout  that  our  lockmate  was 
carrying  a  sizable  amount  of  explosives.  I 
silently  hoped  that  her  officers  and  crew  also 
believed  in  joyous  sobriety! 

I  first  knew  we  might  be  in  trouble  when 
the  pilot  and  I  noticed  that  there  were  only 
three  people  stationed  on  the  lock  walls 
ready  to  heave  us  lines.  One  person  was  mis¬ 
sing  from  the  starboard  wall.  However,  the 
one  positioned  there  was  large  enough  to 
equal  two  —  perhaps  two  and  a  half.  Prior  to 
seeing  him,  it  had  never  occurred  to  me 
where  Sumo  wrestlers  went  after  they  retired 
from  competition.  Now  I  knew.  But  what  he 
lacked  in  smallness,  he  made  up  for  in 
slowness. 

Since  he  was  going  to  have  to  throw  us 
two  lines,  it  was  important  for  him  to  be  both 
quick  and  accurate.  He  was  neither.  His  first 
toss  fell  a  good  10  feet  short  of  the  boat. 
Rather  than  heave  us  the  other  line,  he 


started  retrieving  the  one  that  he  had  just 
misthrown.  Our  advisor  radioed  instructions 
over  for  him  to  throw  the  other  rope,  but  he 
ignored  this  plea. 

What  made  this  whole  operation  increas¬ 
ingly  dangerous  was  the  strong  beam  wind. 
Since  maneuvering  space  in  the  locks  is 
extremely  limited,  you  can’t  motor  at  even 
near  full  throttle  or  you  will  quickly  run  out 


There  was 
no  way  that  my 
little  10-horsepower 
diesel  could 
slow  our  crushinr 
momentum. 

l  vv  h  - 1  > '  -• ■  ■  , .  s  *,  „  -i 

. 


of  room.  When  up-locking  you  are  down  in 
the  canyon-like  lock  and  are  shielded  from 
the  wind.  But  when  down-locking  you  are 
completely  at  its  mercy.  By  combining  this 
beam  wind  and  Senor  Slowmo,  the  Sky 
Bosun  had  dealt  me  a  very  nasty  hand. 

My  portside  linehandlers  were  doing  their 
best  to  get  my  125  foot  lines  secured  on  that 
side.  But  the  wind  was  blowing  the  bow 
down  to  starboard.  As  instructed,  I  tried  to 
gently  but  firmly  power  the  boat  to  port.  But 
with  so  much  line  in  the  water,  there  was  a 
clear  and  nylon  danger  of  getting  one 
wrapped  in  the  prop.  This  would  have  dire 
consequences  since  it  would  lock  up  the 
engine  and  eliminate  what  little  maneuver¬ 
ability  we  still  had. 

By  this  time,  instead  of  being  in  the  center 
of  the  chamber,  we  were  halfway  over  to  the 
starboard  wall  and  drifting  down  fast.  The 
good  news  was  that  we  would  soon  be  close 
enough  for  Senor  Steppinfetchit  to  hand  the 
lines  over  to  us.  The  bad  news  was  that  the 
distance  to  the  other  wall  was  becoming  so 
great  we  were  running  out  of  line. 

With  only  about  10  feet  of  water  between 
Aventura  and  the  wall,  and  10  seconds  until 
impact,  I  told  the  advisor  that  I  thought  my 
only  chance  would  be  to  give  it  full  throttle 
and  try  to  swing  a  counterclockwise  U-turn. 
He  radioed  up  to  the  port  side  wall  for  them 
to  release  my  lines  and  1  hollered  to  the 
Polyglots  to  pull  them  in  fast  so  they  didn’t 
foul  in  the  prop. 

1  put  the  tiller  hard  over,  gave  my  little 
sloop  a  fistful  of  throttle  and  swung  her 
around  in  a  tight  half  circle.  My  concentra¬ 
tion  was  so  focused  on  not  running  into  the 
side  or  front  of  the  lock  —  or  into  any  of  the 
lines  in  the  water  —  that  I  forgot  about  the 
huge  ship  that  was  approaching  us  from 
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behind. 

The  Canal  Authority  provided  me  a  subtle 
reminder:  sirens  started  going  off  and  red 
emergency  lights  began  flashing  on  the 
nearby  walls.  I  nearly  fouled  my  foulies! 
Then  several  loudspeakers  started  warning 
the  workers  that  a  ship  carrying  dangerous 
explosives  was  entering  the  lock.  To  build 
dramatic  tension  even  more,  this  dire 
message  was  delivered  in  Spanish  and  then 
repeated  in  English. 

My  alert  pilot  radioed  the  bridge  of 
Joyous  Society  and  asked  if  they  could  stop 
while  we  darted  out  of  the  lock,  swung  a  half 
circle  and  slipped  back  in.  They  responded 
that  they  couldn’t  actually  stop,  because  of 
their  giga-ton  momentum,  but  they  would 
slow  down  as  much  as  possible. 

Brigette  yelled  from  the  bow  that  all  lines 
were  clear  up  forward,  and  I  could  see  them 
hauling  in  the  last  few  feet  of  the  stern  lines 
from  my  position  at  the  tiller.  Damn,  this  was 
gonna  be  close!  A  boat  length  after  exiting 
the  lock,  1  was  swinging  her  around  to  re¬ 
enter.  We  were  so  close  to  the  massive,  un¬ 


stoppable  ship  that  the  bulb  on  her  bow 
looked  touchable.  It  also  appeared  huge  and 
red  and  menacing;  like  the  nose  of  a  drunk 
with  a  bad  attitude.  But  we  squeaked  past  if' 
with  minimum  room  and  maximum  heart- 
rate. 

I  again  turned  my  attention  to  the  lock 
walls.  On  the  port  side  two  men  were  poised 
to  throw  us  lines;  and  on  the  starboard  side, 
Senor  Sumo  had  now  been  joined  by  some¬ 
one  else.  'i 

The  advisor  breathed  a  sigh  of  relief. 
Mine  came  a  minute  later  when  all  four  ropes 
cascaded  aboard  Aventura  and  were 
snatched  up  by  the  Fabulous  Polyglots.  They 
tied  them  to  my  125-foot  lines  which  were 
hauled  over  to  the  lock  walls  and  quickly 
secured.  On  this  second  attempt  the  whole 
operation  took  less  than  two  minutes  and 
seemed  effortless.  Had  the  Canal  workers 
done  their  jobs  properly,  it  could  have  gone 
that  smoothly  on  the  first  try. 

I  was  so  drained  by  this  ordeal  that,  in¬ 
stead  of  getting  furious  about  the  unneces¬ 
sary  jeopardy  that  my  boat  had  been  sub¬ 


jected  to,  I  simply  rejoiced  that  we  had 
prevailed  over  such  bizarre  adversity  and 
emerged  unscathed. 

However,  such  a  fortunate  escape 
certainly  called  for  another  round  of  festive 
rum  drinks.  Two  minutes  after  docking  at  the 
Panama  Canal  Yacht  Club,  we  let  Aventura 
savor  her  new  ocean  in  solitude,  while 
skipper  and  crew  headed  for  the  bar.  As  our 
frosty  goblets  were  hoisted,  I  called  for  a 
toast. 

Bobby,  the  token  male  polyglot,  flashed 
a  bright,  Latin  grin  and  said,  "To  the  Panama 
Canal  —  whoa,  mon  —  the  Ditch  was  a 
bitch!" 

"But  she  was  also  a  beauty,"  said  Simone 
with  her  lovely  French  accent. 

"And  we  will  certainly  never  forget  her," 
added  Brigette,  the  boatwise  Canadian. 

"Nor  will  I  ever  forget  my  wonderful, 
polyglot  crew,"  declared  the  grateful  Yankee 
skipper. 

"Ah,  don’t  ya  be  gettin’  mushy  now!" 
teased  the  jolly  Brit,  Vanessa. 

—  ray  jason 


Looking  for  the  Ultimate  Offshore  Cruiser? 


Let  Horizon  Steel  Yachts  build  you  the  solid,  comfortable  and  affordable  yacht  you 
need  to  safely  venture  beyond  the  Gate  or  across  the  oceans  of  the  world.  Horizon 
Yachts,  with  more  than  22  years  of  steel  boat  construction  experience,  is  proud  to 
introduce  its  innovative,  newly-designed  50-foot  pilothouse  cutter.  Like  its  forerun¬ 
ners,  the  Horizon  50  offers  a  durable,  incredibly  strong  steel  hull  for  safe  and  secure 
passage-making. 

But  what  is  safety  without  comfort?  The  panoramic  pilothouse  protects  its  crew 
from  wear-and-tear  while  offering  a  horizon-to-horizon  view  of  your  surroundings. 
Moreover,  the  Horizon  Yachts  "base  boat"  construction  allows  you  to  define  the 
above  and  below  deck  requirements  to  match  your  unique  cruising  needs  for 
stowage,  efficiency  and  comfort. 

The  best  news?  You  don't  need  to  surrender  your  cruising  kitty.  Horizon  repre¬ 
sents  a  cruiser's  best  choice  for  durability,  sailability  and  comfort  for  the  dollar!  We 
believe  in  keeping  quality  high  and  costs  low. 

Sail  away  Price  $248,000  ~  Serious  inquiries  only 

Contact  Jake  at  (604)  826-0025  or  fax  (604)  820-0904 


McGinnis  insurance 


Celebrating  25  Years  of 
Service  to  the  West  Coast 
Yachting  Community 


Providing  the  Best 
Customer  Service 
and  Most  Flexible 
Yacht  Insurance 

ANYWHERE 

(510)  284-4433  •  (800)  486-4008 

Fax  (510)  284-1266 

NEW: yachtins@pacbell.net 

McGinnis  Insurance  Services,  Inc. 

936  Dewing  Ave.,  Ste.  F  •  Lafayette,  CA  94549 
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Comes  With  Sound  Decisions 


Introducing  the  Latest  in  Value  and  Innovation  from  Garhauer  Marine... 


Why  a  Rigid  Boom  Vang? 

Cruising  boats:  Among  other  things,  a  Garhauer  rigid 
boom  vang  will  ease  the  load  on  the  main  sheet  and 
provide  simpler  and  better  sail  control.  Better  sail  control 
will  make  steering  easier.  The  hassle  of  adjusting  the 
topping  lift  will  be  removed. 

Racing  Boats:  With  a  Garhauer  rigid  boom  vang,  you 
won’t  have  to  get  your  biggest  and  strongest  crew  member 
off  the  rail  at  the  wrong  time  just  to  make  a  vang  adjust¬ 
ment. 

•» 

In  light  air,  the  rigid  vang  will  support  the  weight  of  the 
boom  and  free  the  mainsail  leach. 

In  heavy  air,  you  will  have  quicker,  more  powerful,  and 
precise  control. 

10  Year  Unconditional  Guarantee 

We  accept  major  credit  cards 


/ 


Factory  Direct  Prices 

BOAT  SIZE 
18-ft  to  24  ft 
25-ft  to  29  ft 


16  to  1  purchase 

30-ft  to  33-ft 

20  to  1  purchase 

34-ft  to  36-ft 

20  to  1  purchase 

37-ft  to'45-ft 

20  to  1  purchase 


$150 

$170 

$230 

$270 

$290 


Each  Rigid  Boom  Vang  comes  complete  with  two  ball  bearing  lightweight 
blocks  of  polished  stainless  steel,  a  3/8"  yacht  braid  primary  line,  a  5/16" 
secondary  line,  and  all  mast  and  boom  fittings.  The  solid  construction 
includes  welded  polished  stainless  steel  tubing. 


MARINE  HARDWARE 


Phone:  (909)  985-9993 
FAX:  (909)  946-3913 


1082  West  Ninth  Street, 
Upland,  California  91786 


/ 
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as  it  really  been  10  years?  It’s  hard  to  believe,  but  the  Some 
Like  It  Hot  Rally  is  now  in  its  10th  year.  It’s  still  the  most  loosely- 
organized  sailing  event  in  the  world  —  and  surely  the  one  with  the 
fewest  rules.  As  we’ve  said  a  zillion  times  before,  all  you  have  to  do 
to  enter  is  sail  down  to  Cabo  San  Lucas,  then  scrawl  your  name  on 
the  giant  sign  board  at  the  Broken  Surfboard  Taqueria  and  you’re  an 
instant  winner! 

We  have  no  idea  how  many  Hot  Rally  veterans  are  walking  the 
planet  after  all  these  years,  but  a  rough  guesstimate  would  be  that 
over  2,500  boats  the  have  entered  over  the  years,  which  means 
there’s  probably  at  least  10,000  sailors  out  there  who  'Like  It  Hot',  j 
Just  thinking  about  all  the  day-glow  orange  Rally  T-shirts  we’ve ; 
distributed  —  and  all  the  laundry  they’ve  ruined  when  the  dye  ran  —  I 
is  enough  to  put  us  in  a  melancholy  mood. 

As  you  can  see  by  the  list  which  follows,  the  cruiser  parade  j 
continued  during  the  past  month,  with  a  steady  trickle  of  new  boats 
arriving  every  week. 

Lazy  days  in  Cabo  are  typified  by  sunny  skies  and  gentle  breezes, 
but  on  January  18  the  cruisers  anchored  off  Cabo’s  sweeping  main 


■ 


j  beach  were  surprised  by  violent  weather.  Strong  easterly  winds  piped  | 
I  up,  followed  by  wind-driven  easterly  swells.  At  about  midnight  the  i 
j  tide  was  at  its  lowest,  and  as  these  rollers  collided  with  the  shoaling  j 
j  seabed  of  the  anchorage,  they  formed  waves  6-10  feet  high  which  | 
|  literally  crashed  across  the  bows  of  the  inner-most  cruising  yachts, 

|  which  were  anchored  in  20  feet  of  water. 

,  All  but  a  few  boats  made  a  mass  exodus  to  the  shelter  of  the  inner  i 
\  harbor.  Several,  however,  rode  it  out  despite  being  anchored  literally  ! 
|  in  the  middle  of  the  surf  line.  Tu//y  Mars,  a  Crealock  37  which  was ! 
|  unattended,  was  one  of  them  and  a  40-footer  that  had  no  engine  was  ; 
!  another.  We’re  told  its  relatively  inexperienced  crew  were  being ! 
!  coached  over  the  VHF  not  to  panic,  but  to  consider  jumping  over- ! 
j  board  and  swimming  for  the  beach! 

The  other  big  news  from  the  Cabo  gossip  wire  concerns  a  dinghy  I 
j  and  it’s  skipper  who  was  washed  out  to  sea,  then  rescued  by  the ! 
j  Mexican  Navy.  (See  Sightings) .  Otherwise,  all’s  been  muy  tranquilo 
S  south  of  the  border.  And  yes,  they’re  still  serving  two-for-one  drinks 
|  to  cruisers  at  the  Broken  Surfboard. 


—  latitude/aet ; 
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*** 
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181)  Kaselehlla  /  48  Ketch  /  Kees  &  Linda  Ploeg  /  Ferndale,  CA. 

182)  Proteus  /  Sloop  38  /  Walter  Lindsay,  Linda  DeZemplen  /  L.A. 

183)  Endymion  /  54  Ctm  Kth  /  Ray,  Esther,  John  &  Sara  /  Seattle. 

184)  Fandango  /  Tayana  37  /  Terry  &  Kathy  Fontaine  /  Seattle. 

185)  Madcdien  /  Tayana  37  /  Robert  &  Barbara  /  Port  Hadlock,  WA. 

186)  Metotius  /  Yank  Clpr  41/  Bob ,  Cara,'  George  /  Pt.  Angeles,  WA. 

187)  Taaroa  /  Rhodes  42  /  John,  Charles,  Doug  &  Karen  /  Sausalito. 

188)  Wynfcen,  Blynken  &  Nod  /  52  Gif  Strm  /  Eric  &  Denise  /  S.F. 

189)  Nana/  26’  Contessa/T.  Shuster  &  Pierre  Renquiart/  Berkeley. 


190)  Ripple  II /  37’  Bruce  Roberts  /  Rich  Malone  /  Sydney,  Australia, 

191)  Traveller  /  52’  Custom  Trawler/ Brian  &  Heidi  /  Portland. 

192)  Amity  /  53’  Spencer  /  John,  Janet,  Jenny  &  Leah  /  Portland. 

1 93)  Azure  /  Jeanneau  36  /  Rodney  &  Jane  Pimentel  /  Alameda,  CA. 

194)  Abacus  /  Stevens  Custom  40  /  Barry,  Ann  &  Jamie  /  S.F. 

195)  Jazz  /  C&C  37  /  John  &  Lisa  Doherty  /  Seattle. 

196)  Quito  /  Spencer  35  /  Vancouver,  B.C. 

197)  Namche  /  Catalina  42  /  Lee,  John  &  Ralph  /  San  Diego. 

198)  /sfs  /  Cal  34  /  Garry  Webber  &  Kevin  McCombs  /  Portland. 


;  ;7',  199)  Pacific  Grace  j  Tayana  41  /  Mike  &  Yvonne  Rose  /  Portland. 

200)  Tyanna/Hntr  33.5/  Doug,  Barb,  Tyler,  Deanna/ Comox,  B.C. 

201)  Falconer/  Hallberg-Rassey  38  /  Alex,  Daniel  &  Betsy /Tacoma. 

202)  Maui  Kai  /  Pearson  365  Ketch  /  Don  &  Nancy  Compton  /  S.F. 
;  203)  Chelcie  Marie  /  56’  Mtrslr  /  Jim  &  Eileen  /  Key  West,  FL. 

204)  Diplomatic  Retreat  /  CT47  Sip  /  Bern.  &  Mary-Lou  /  Ottawa. 
;  r  ,>  205)  Ishmael  /  36’  Mariner  Ketch  /  Martin  &  Dawn  /  Del  Mundo. 

206)  BonVivant  /  52’  Ketch,  Jim,  Kent,  John,  Eric  /  San  Diego. 

207)  Far  Niente  /  Cal  39  /  Carl  &  Joanne  Bergan  /  Seattle. 

208)  Wings  /  Serendipity  43  /  Fred  Roswold  &  Judy  Jensen  /  Seattle. 

209)  A/r.  Star  /  36’  Tallyho  Atkins  /  Bruce,  Laura,  Katlain  /  Juneau. 

210)  Spirit  /  Pearson  424  Ketch  /  Steve  &  Marsha  Sears  /  S.F. 

211)  Lazy  Lightening/ Newport  41  /  Jamie  &  Don  /  Long  Beach. 

212)  Eskimo  /  Dreadnaught  32  /  Richard  &  Dave  /  Kotzebue,  AK. 

213)  Sandettie  /  37’  /  Rick  &  Lynn  Green  /  Seattle. 

214)  Labarque  /  42’  Calypso  /  Patrick  &  Eliz.  /  Southampton,  Eng. 

215)  Sparkler  /  34’  Formosa  Sip  /  Jim  &  Vivian  /  Newport  Beach. 

216)  Crlstal  Blue  /  59’  Motorsailer  Ketch  /  Joe  &  Bobbi  /  Portland. 

217)  Nomotos  /  Simpson  417  Cutter  /  Edmonton,  Alberta. 

218)  Saganatt  /  Nauticat  44  /  Seattle. 


219)  Rain  Dance  II  /  Crealock  37  /  Peter  &  Lucie /Vancouver,  B.C. 

220)  Shea-Lena  /  Cape  George  /  Jim  &  Bernice  /  Calgary,  Alberta; 

221)  Jekamanzl  /  35’  Steel  Ctr  /  Stewart  &  Sallyanne  /  Vancouver; 

222)  Sea  Bear  /  36’  Union  Cutter/  Bruce  &  Heather /  Victoria,  B.C. 

V  A  223)  Good  Tern  /  40’  Defever  Trawler  /  Houston,  TX.  •'> 

224)  Mariposa  /44  Mason  Cuttter  /  John  &  Pat  /  Long  Beach. 

225)  Pax  /  36  Islander  /  Fred  and  Mari  Mallery  /  Winchester  Bay,  OR. 

226)  Honey  Slide  /  Lello  34  /  Andreas,  Michele  &  Jan  /  Vancouver. 

227)  Amazing  Grace  /  Spencer  53  /  Bob  &  Deborah  Connelly  /  S.F. 

228)  Ga/a  /  Crealock  44  /  Jon  Mazzarella  &  Annette  Bear  /  Seattle. 

229)  Allegria  /  Cal  39  /  Gene  &  Susan  Scott  /  Sacramento,  CA. 

230)  Stefania  /  Truant  37  /  Don  McLaren  /  Pender  Barbor,  BC. 

231)  Sandy  Mac  /  CT  41  /  Cameron  &  Marianne  /  Vancouver,  B.C. 

232)  Inception  /  Mikelson  50  /  Don  Robertson,  Dean  Yale  /  S.D. 

23^)  Hobbit/ Alvinvega  27/ John  Ericksen/ Lake  Pend  O’Nielle,  ID. 

234)  Angelos  /  Pacific  40/  Brent,  Sharon,  Samantha,  Justin/ Vncvr. 

235)  Uhuru  /  33  Pearson  Vanguard  /  Greg  &  Daniell  Podlesny  /  S.D. 

236)  Esperanza  /  32  Challenger  /  Matt,  Gina  &  Justin  /  S.F. 

237)  The  Loon  /  Vancouver  25  /  Olga  Arringa  &  Bruce  Glass  /  S.D. 

238)  Somewhere  /  Catalina  27  /  Phil  Symonds  &  Val  North  /  S.D. 


After  they've  had  their  fill  of  Cabo,  where  do  you 
suppose  all  those  carefree  cruisers  go?  More  often  than 
not,  they  simply  beat  around  the  corner  to  La  Paz,  then 
begin  a  leisurely  exploration  of  the  magnificent  Sea  of 
Cortez.  In  some  cases,  they  linger  there  for  years! 

On  a  recent  trip  through  the  southern  stretch  of  the 
Sea,  we  paid  a  visit  to  every  boat  with  a  Bay  Area 
nameplate  and  dropped  off  a  copy  of  the  latest  ‘Latitude1. 
The  laid-back  lifestyle  out  in  the  islands  allows  plenty  of 
time  for  reading! 

Clockwise  from  left:  Having  recently  said  goodbye  to 
the  last  of  their  Baja  Ha-Ha  III  crew,  Marie  and  Jim  Tipton 
of  the  Ted  Brewer  47  ‘ Argonaut 1  were  enjoying  the  serenity 
of  Bahia  San  Francisco;  seven-year  cruising  vet  Dave 
Newgen  of  the  Rafiki  37  ‘Orea‘  introduced  us  to  his  fury 
new  crewman,  ‘Carlos  from  San  Carlos';  with  their  fishing 
pole  perched  to  capture  dinner,  Pete  and  Sue  Canaan  of 
‘Hog  Wild1  were  blissfully  baking  at  Isla  Partida;  after  eight 
years  of  exploring  the  Sea,  Dave  Miller  of  the  Slocum  43 
'Questor'  was  extremely  mellow  —  his  mom,  Gladys,  who 
was  on  board,  says  she  reads  our  rag  from  cover  to  cover 
whenever  she  gets  her  hands  on  one;  a  gang  of  Club 
Nautique  sailors  from  Alameda  reunited  with  Ha-Ha  vets 
Ted  (middle  right)  and  Ginger  (lower  left)  Gimble  of  the 
Du  Four  27  'Take  It  Easy1;  lovely  Laurie  (on  deck)  was  happy 
to  be  visiting  Francisco,  Becky  and  little  Marco  aboard  the 
thoroughly  baby-proofed  ‘Ciao  Baby1. 


239)  Miss  Molly  I  /  Asher  32  /  Tony  and  Karin  /  Nanaimo,  BC 

240)  Scallywag  /  Isldr  37  /  Tim,  Patti,  Edith  &  Gayle  /  M.  del  Rey 

241)  Dharma  /  Challenger  32  /  Steve  &  Cindy  /  San  Francisco. 

242)  Wlndblrd  I  /  Tayana  42  /  Rick  &  Susan  Balabuck/ Victoria,  BC 

243)  Haida  Drummer  /  44’  cttr  /  Malcolm,  John,  Jerry  /  Honolulu. 

244)  Llnosa  /  Rival  32  /  Klaus  &  Carol  Wernsdorf  /  Victoria,  BC 

245)  Tinker’s  Belle  /  Cal  II  46’  /  C.  Davis  &  V.  Schuerbeke  /  S.F. 

246)  i?fo  Nimpkish  /  Corbin  39’  /  Les  &  Mareia  /  Victoria,  BC. 

247)  Del  Vlento  /  Newport  27  /  Michael  &  Windy  /  Ventura. 

248)  Malabar/  Mariner  Ketch  32’  /  Steve  Foster /  Ventura. 

249)  Wild  Rover  /  Catalina  36  /  The  Fowler  Family  /  Marina  Del  Rey. 

250)  Imani  /  33  Simpson  Cat  /  Mare,  Doreen  &  Maya  /  Sausalito. 

251)  Isle  of  Fantasy  /  Columbia  42  /  Bran,  Andy  &  Camilla  /  S.F. 

252)  Odyssey  III  /  Cheoy  Lee  36  /  Tony  &  Linck  /  Auckland,  N.Z. 

253)  Unity  /  Vagabond  390  /  John  &  Frances  /  Newport  Beach,  CA. 

254)  Waif  /  Alberg  35  /  Jack  Emo  &  Elaine  Miles  /  S.F. 

255)  Odyssey  /  96’  ketch  /  Steve,  Jonah,  Dave,  Joe  &  John  /  S.D. 

256)  Principle  /  Witby  42  Ketch  /  Lynn  &  Connie  /  Ventura. 

257)  Glory  Days  /Gulfstar  50  /  Rod  &  Brenda  Mora  Bulcher  /  S.F. 

258)  Ml  Casa  /  Newporter  40  /  James  &  Shirley  Hatch  /  S.D. 


259)  Full  Swing  /  Lord  Nelson  41  /  Chris  &  Shannon  /  Honolulu. 

260)  Hobson’s  Choice  II  /  Val.  40  /  John,  Margaret  et  al  /  S.D. 

261)  Provider  /  Hawaiian  Trawler  50  /  Dan  &  Carol  /  S.F. 

262)  Transition  /  Hunter  42  /  Tu  Williams  &  Stephanie  Kroll  /  S.D, 

263)  Gray  Beard  /  73’  ketch  /  Humphrey,  Gord,  et  al  /  Vancouver. 

264)  Patience /37’  cttr/ Bob,  Taylor,  Spencer  &  Jonas /M.  Del  Rey. 

265)  Kathl  II  /  44  sloop  /  Otis  &  Rhonda  Tavlin  /  Long  Beach. 

266)  Crossroads  /  41’  ketch  /  Bruce  &  Barbara  /  Newport  Beach. 

267)  Van  Dleman  /  43’  Sloop  /  Paul,  Britt  &  Glen  /  San  Diego. 

268 ) Alsumar/ 71’  Yawl/Charles  Davis  &  Jack  Young  /  San  Diego. 

269)  Moko  Jumbl  /  Hylces  42  /  Jim  &  Gayle  O’Connell  /  Seattle. 

270)  Lakota  /  Irwin  52  /  Simon  &  Julia  /  Green  Mt.  Falls,  CO. 

271)  Last  Hurrah  /  Peterson  44  /  Dale  &  Monita  Torres  /  S.F. 

272)  Sunderland  /  84’  Tall  Ship  /  Mark,  Mike,  Monika,  Joann  /  N/A. 

273)  Maha  /  Catalina  30  /  Joe  Weide  /  Redwood  City,  CA. 

274)  Atlas  /  62  Cruiser  /  Jim  &  Jo  Wallace  /  Port  Douglas,  Australia. 
i275)  Feral/ Catalina  36/ Rob,  Lizie,  Jesse,  Laurita,  Portsmouth,  NH. 

276)  Marie  Morgane  /  Tayana  37  /  Lee  &  Karen  /  Morro  Bay,  CA. 

277)  Seamor  /  Peterson  44  /  Jerry  &  Masumi  /  Santa  Cruz,  CA. 

278)  Salty  Dog  /  Cape  Dory  30  MKII  /  Mike  &  Cherly  /  Kalama,  WA. 


279)  Mariko  /  Falmouth  Cutter  22’  /  Mike,  Helen,  &  Bill  /  Seattle. 

280)  Dark  Star  /  Cascade  36’  /  Daniel  &  Mary  /  Hanalei,  HI. 

281)  Red  Sky  /  Fuji  35’  Ketch  /  Jack  &  Bonnie  /  Seattle. 

282)  Red  Baron  /  Ranger  33  sip  /  David  Foulds  &  Amy  Ensign  /  S.F. 

283)  Magic  /  40’  schooner  /  Craig  &  Vicky  Johnsen  /  Sausalito,  CA. 

284)  Splash  /  Catalina  42*  /  Jerry,  Jeff  &  Yai  /  Dana  Point. 

285)  Encourager  /  Explorer  45  /  John  &  Sharon  Courage  /  Seattle. 

286)  Tilsammen  /  Ingrid  38  /  Bill  Simmons  &  Nicole  Schaffer  /  S.D. 

(  287)  Goolka  /  Fraser  36  /  J.  Kirstein  &  E.  Zameruk  /  Victoria,  BC. 

C  288)  Morning  Star  /  Orin  27  /  Dick,  Dawn  &  Nicole  Schaffer  /  S.D. 

289)  Wind  Machine  /  Tilloson  33  /  John,  Babette  &  Maya  /  Almda. 

290)  Silvia  /  Truant  33  /  Terry  &  Dale  Anderson  /  Victoria,  BC. 

V  291)  Quest  /  Irwin  52  /  Jay  &  Virginia  Gelb  /  San  Diego. 

292)  Pacifico  /  Stevens  47  /  Ken,  Charles  &  Peter  /  Fullerton,  CA. 

;  293)  Lady  Slipper  /  Landfall  39  /  Andrew  Malasky  &  K.  Kay  /  S.F. 
294)  Hasea-Enda  /  Defever  50  /  Mike,  Michelle,  et  al  /  L.A. 

;  ■  295)  Imagine  /  Bruce  Farr  58  /  Thomas  &  Pamela  /  Lake  Tahoe,  NV. 
i  \!  296)  My  Way  /  Ericson  28  /  Neil  &  Toni  /  Ventura. 

297)  Kauf/a  /  32’  Westsail  /  Molly,  Jerry  &  Jeff  /  Seattle. 

H  >  ;  298)  Blackjack  /  O’Day  37  /  Jim,  Chuck  &  Patsy  /  San  Diego. 

)  K  299)  The  Swallow  /  Creala  36  /  Jon  &  Cathy  Prins  /  San  Diego. 

300)  Papagayo  /  Pearson  36  /  Lee  &  Clo  Cox  /  Vallejo. 

'  > ,  301)  Miss  Yeak  H  /  Morgan  45  /  Bob  &  Cynthia  /  Morrison,  CO. 

'  302)  Wand  Yin’  Star  /  Isldr  41  /  John,  Julie  &  Sarnie  /  Lakeside,  AZ. 

303)  fs/ay  Mist  /  Pearson  Vanguard  33  /  Gordon  &  Maureen  /  S.F. 

304)  Shadowfax  /  Islander  44  /  Bethanne  &  Rick  /  Ch.  Islands,  CA. 

v-V :  305)  Pura  Vida  /  Bene.  42  /  Karl,  Debra,  Krystal  &  Klarq  /  Ventura. 
:  306)  Bucepualus  /  Deerfoot  62  /  Ian  &  Tabitha  /  San  Diego. 

307)  Tortue  /S&S  44/  Mike  &MisuzuYagi- Wilson  /Meols,  England. 


Your  happy  hosts  at  Cabo's  Broken  Surfboard  Taqueria,  Lucina  and  Phil. 


308)  Jzerro  /  36’  multi  /  Russ  &  Lew  /  Pt.  Townsend,  WA. 

309)  Blackship  /  Glenn,  Matthew  &  Kyoku  /  Newport  Beach,  CA. 

310)  Astraea  /  Ericson  41  /  Lew  &  Silvi  Ellmore  /  S.F.  {> 

311)  Island  Breeze  /  Brent  Swain  36  /  Keith  &  Jacqelene  /  Vancvr. 

312)  Zlngaro  /  Foulks  39  /  G.  Mendria  &  F.  Migue  /  Victoria,  BC.  ;y  V, 

313)  Elysium  /  Tayana  47  /  Jan,  Bill  &  Bill  /  Juneau,  AK. 

314)  Sam  Basset  /  Maple  Leaf  45  /  Nestor  &  Kathy  /  Vancouver.  : 

315)  Tin  Man  /  Valiant  40  /  Jonathan,  Teresa  &  Madison  /  Portland.'  , 

316)  Manana  /  Ericson  35  /  Greg  Smith,  Cristina  Gorcia/  Channel  Is. 

3 17) ^Veic  Horizons /V/Kelly-Pt.  46  /  Burt,  John,  et  al  /  Coronado.;  //,  “X 

318)  Tahl-Rua  /  Cal  34  /  Tobias  &  Carolina  /  Auckland,  N.Z. 

319)  Crazy  For  Pancakes  Too  /  Col.  34  /  Matt  &  Kelly  /  Berkeley.  / 

320)  Xephyr  /  C&C  Landfall  48  /  Lach  &  Becky  McGuigan  /  Seattle. , ; ;  ; 

32 1 )  La  Brisa/ Mason  43 /Wayne,  MJ,  Bob,  Theresa  /Ramona,  CA.  . 

322)  Godsend  /  Piver  Tri  31  /  Jim  &  Bobby  /  San  Pedro,  CA. 

323)  Anabel  /  Celestial  48  /  Eric,  Ricardo,  Mimi,  et  al  /  Long  Bch. 

324)  Expediter  /  C&C  41  /  John  &  Sandy  Morch  /  Victoria,  BC.  >rv  £■*,( 

325)  Rainbow  Voyager  I  Magellan  36  /  Eric  &  Nicole  /  Quincy,  CA.-;-'/.' 


A  GREAT  PLACE  TO  VISIT 
A  GREAT  PLACE  TO  STAY! 


Featuring : 

•  24-60'  Berths 

•  Beautiful  Landscaping 

•  Numerous  Restrooms  with  hot  showers 

•  fasy  Freeway  Access 

from  880  &  580! 


Plus! 

•  3  Restaurants 

•  First-Class  Hotel 

•  2  Golf  Courses 

•  2  Yacht  Clubs 


COME  CHECK  OUT  OUR  NEW  LOWER  FUEL  PRICES! 


800-559-SAIL 


AN  LEANDRO  MARINI 


NEW  1997  CATALOG 


68  pages  of 
Sail  &  Canvas 
Supplies: 
fabrics,  fasten¬ 
ers,  thread,  sail 
kits,  sewing 
machines, 
furling,  hard¬ 
ware,  instructions  and  more.  CALL  today 

for  your  free  catalog.  (800)  348-2769 

BOAT  SHOWS 

Sew  on  a  Sailrite  Sewing  Machine  at 
Pacific  Sail  Expo,  Jack  London  Sq.,  Oakland 
April  24th-28th. 

ON  THE  NET 

Look  for  Sewing  Machine 
Info.,  Boat  Show  Schedules, 
New  Products.... 

hnp://www.sailrite.com 


Self-Reliance  Under  Sail 


Sailrite  /  305  W.  VanBuren  St.  /  Coluthbia  City,  IN  46725 
ph  2 1 9-244-67 1 5  /  fax  2 1 9-244-4 1 84 


Page  148  •  •  February,  1997 


Are  you  planning  a  Cruise? 

Who’s  going  to  take  care  of 
your  mail  and  pay  your  bills? 


While  cruising,  would  you  rather  have  an  experienced, 
confidential,  dependable,  bonded,  professional  bookkeeping 
service  company  pay  your  bills...  or  your  brother-he’s  a  nice 
guy,  but. . .  W ith  5<>f e  jfarbor  ^eruiees : 

•  Your  mail  is  forwarded  to  our  special  post  office  box. 

•  We  use  the  latest  technology  to  track  and  pay  your  bills, 
balance  your  accounts,  and  provide  you  with  reports  showing 
you  exactly  where  your  money  is  going. 

•  Your  personal  mail  is  forwarded  on  request. 

•  We  are  always  just  a  toll-free  call  away. 

•  You  can  even  have  your  own  personal  voice 
mail  box. 

•  Other  personal  services  available. 

•  Reasonable  rates,  professional  service. 

Want  to  know  more?  Call  or  write  for  a 
free  brochure. 

5afe  jjarbor5eruiees 

800-504-SAFE  7 

fax:  510-634-9641  > 

POBox  1000 

Knishtsen,  CA  94548-1000 


Sailors  Worldwide  Depend  on  the 
Proven  Performance  of  SPURS® 

1  LINE,  NET  & 
WEED  CUTTERS 
Cuts  lines,  nets  and 
weeds  with  each 

'■v,  ^  ^ 

,,  revolution  before 

j  they  entangle 

.  %v"  %  your  propeller. 


Ask  your  boatyard  or  call  Toll  Free:  1-800-824-5372 


MARINE  MANUFACTURING,  INC. 

201  S.W.  33rd  St.  •  Ft.  Lauderdale  •  Florida  33315 
Ph:  954-463-2707  •  Fax:954-525-0239 


BOUND 

FOR 

MEXICO? 

USE  OUR 
SLIPS  AND 
SERVICES 


Short  and  Long  Term  Rentals 
Fishing  and  Cruising  Permits 
Insurance,  Hook-Ups,  Security 
Fuel,  Drinking  Water,  Phone, 


Baja  Naval 
Marina 
& 

Boatyard 


Fax  and  Local  Information 

REPAIR -MAINTENANCE 


75  ton 
Travelift 


Interior  t  Exterior  -  Structural 
Mechanical  Modifications  -  Painting 
Fiberglass  -  Steel  -  Wood  -  Ferrocement 


ENGLISH  SPOKEN 

INFORMATION  -  RESERVATIONS 


BAJA  NAVAL  S.A.  de  C.V. 
ENSENADA  B.C.,  MEXICO 
TEL  011-526-1740020 
FAX  011-526-1740028 


MAILING  ADDRESS: 
C0RRE0  FEDERAL  PACIFIC 
No.  1037 

SAN  YSIDR0,  CA  92143-9011 
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MAX  EBB 


"W  hat’s  that?"  I  hailed  Lee  Helm  as 
she  walked  down  the  dock  past  my  boat. 

She  was  carrying  what  looked  like  a  new 
mainsheet  traveler.  But  it  was  bent  into  a 
curve,  and  had  large  boom  bales  bolted  to 
either  end.  From  what'l  could  see  of  it 
through  my  cabin  window,  it  was  hard  to 
imagine  how  it  would  work  as  a  traveler  on 
any  size  boat. 

"It’s  the  coolest  invention  since  sliced 
pizza,"  she  answered,  stopping  to  look  down 
the  companionway  to  see  where  my  voice 
was  coming  from.  "This  is  the  traveler  for  the 
new  self-tacking  jib  for  the  boat  I’m  doing 
the  doublehanded  series  on.  Wanna  come 
out  with  us  for  a  quick  sea  trial?" 

I  had  been  waiting  for  just  such  an  excuse 
to  appear  after  spending  the  last  hour  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  consequences  of  a  leaky  deck 
and  a  lot  of  rain.  Bailing  out  non-draining 
storage  compartments,  drying  berth  cush¬ 
ions,  sorting  through  a  flooded  toolbox;  the 
cabin  had  not  done  well  in  the  last  big  storm. 

"Are  you  doing  it  Soling-style?"  I  asked, 
poking  my  head  out  the  main  hatch  and  put¬ 
ting  down  a  saturated  box  of  Ginger  Snaps 
I’d  Ashed  out  of  the  bottom  of  the  snack  bin 
behind  the  icebox. 

"Sort  of,"  she  said.  "Because  we  won’t  use 
a  jib  boom.  But  like,  we  won’t  be  drilling  any 
holes  in  the  deck  for  this  traveler.  It  floats  on 
the  sheets  and  barber  haulers.  Way  cool. 
Come  and  have  a  look!" 

I  followed  Lee  to  the  boat  she  was  helping 
to  rig,  leaving  my  boat  with  all  hatches  and 
ports  open  to  air  out  as  best  it  could  in  the 
low  winter  sun  and  light  breeze. 

"U7 

V  V  hat  ever  made  the  owner  decide 
to  go  with  a  self-tacker?"  1  asked.  "Seems  like 
you’ll  be  throwing  away  a  lot  of  efficiency. 
Won’t  the  sail  have  to  be  quite  a  bit  under¬ 
sized  on  the  LP?" 

"I  probably  shouldn’t  tell  this  to  anyone, 
Max,"  she  confided,  "but  we  were  originally 
thinking  of  roller  furling." 

"Really?  On  a  race  boat  this  size?  Did  you 
read  that  article  that  said  you  could  win 
races  with  them?" 

"No,  that  article  was  brain-dead.  This 


"Like,  it  was  obvious  that  tacking  a  jib 
involves  an  order  of  magnitude  more  work 
than  hoisting  it,  considering  how  many  times 
you  do  each  one  in  a  typical  daysail.  Plus  the 
fact  that  roller  furling  always  seems  to  guar¬ 
antee  that  you  have  the  wrong  sail  up.  We 
also  didn’t  like  the  short  hoist  and  the  loss  of 
root  seeding  along  the  foot.  And  reefing  those 
things  is  like,  a  total  kludge.  Self-tacking  just 
seemed  like  a  better  way  to  make  sailing 
easy. 

"You  could  do  both,  couldn’t  you?” 

"For  sure,  but  then  you’d  have  to  settle 
for  a  way-undersize  number  three.  With  this 
rig,  the  self-tacker  is  actually  slightly  bigger 
than  the  old  racing  sail  it  replaces.  We  expect 
to  be  every  bit  as  fast  with  it,  $nd  like,  gain  a 
boatlength  with  each  tack." 

W e  arrived  at  the  boat,  and  Lee  bare¬ 
ly  stopped  to  introduce  me  to  the  skipper  — 
a  dock  neighbor  of  mine  who  I  only  knew  by 
sight.  The  boat  was  new  this  year  in  the 
marina,  and  I  made  a  mental  note  to  get  our 
yacht  club  membership  committee  on  the 
case. 

Lee  proceeded  to  put  on  the  new  self 
tacking  gear.  But  it  hardly  rated  as  an  'instal¬ 
lation'  because  not  a  single  new  hole  had  to 
be  drilled  in  the  deck.  One  'jib  sheet'  was 
shackled  to  each  end  of  the  track,  to  the  big 
bales.  Each  sheet  led  down  and  outboard  to 
a  block  on  the  toerail,  and  then  aft  to  a 
primary  winch  in  the  usual  way.  Two  more 
lines,  which  Lee  identified  as  barber  haulers, 
attached  to  the  bottom  of  the  track  close  to 
the  track’s  center,  and  crossed  to  a  small 
fairlead  on  the  deck  on  the  opposite  side  of 
centerline. 

"These  are  the  same  barber  hauler  leads 
we  used  to  use  with  the  old  jib,"  Lee  ex¬ 
plained. 

"Where  does  the  sheet  attach  to  the  sail?" 
I  asked. 

"Actually  there’s  no  sheet  in  the  usual 
sense,"  Lee  said.  "The  clew  of  the  sail  just 
shackles  directly  to  this  traveler  car.  That’s 


. 

"It  works!"  said  the 

sailmaker, sounding  somewhat  surprised. 


m 


owner  does  a  lot  of  daysailing  with  friends, 
and  she  wanted  it  to  be  easier  to  sail  in  the 
summer  with  inexperienced  guests.  Fortun¬ 
ately  she  hitched  some  rides  on  other  boats 
with  roller  furlers  first." 

"And?" 


how  we  can  keep  the  LP  right  at  maximum 
size.  With  the  clew-board,  and  enough  bat¬ 
tens  in  the  leech  to  support  a  decent  amount 
of  roach,  we  can  get  a  sail  that’s  bigger  than 
a  normal  proportional-girth  number  three  up 
on  top." 


TACKING  JIB  TRACK 


"Might  as  well  get  the  main  up  while  we 
wait,"  said  the  owner.  "The  sailmaker  should 
arrive  any  minute  with  the  new  jib." 

"I  hope  some  wind  arrives  too,"  I  said. 
"It’s  not  going  to  be  a  very  good  test  of  a 
number  three  in  this  light  stuff." 

Luckily  the  wind  and  the  sailmaker 
arrived  at  about  the  same  time.  It  was  still 
below  the  normal  range  of  a  number  three, 
but  certainly  enough  to  see  how  the  new  sail 
would  trim  and  how  the  self-tacker  would 
work.  I  noticed  that  it  was  also  starting  to 
cloud  over  and  back  to  the  south,  promising 
more  wind  to  come. 

Lee  shackled  the  clewboard  of  the  new  jib 
directly  to  the  traveler  car,  and  after  asking 
the  owner  to  slack  both  sheets  a  little  we 
raised  the  jib  and  pushed  off. 

P 

JL  ailing  away  on  port  tack  to  clear  some 
other  slips,  the  jib  car  slid  right  over  to  the 
-starboard  side  of  the  track.  There  was  no 
control  to  limit  the  motion  of  the  car  —  it  just 
slid  right  up  against  the  end  stop.  Transverse 
adjustment  of  the  lead  was  done  only  by  the 
barber  hauler  that  pulled  the  entire  track  to 
windward  or  let  it  fall  to  leeward.  The  sheet 
also  pulled  on  the  track  instead  of  on  the 
sail.  But  it  worked  just  like  a  normal  jib 
sheet.  •  - 

With  the  clewboard  shackled  right  to  the 
traveler  car,  any  sheet  adjustment  moved  the 
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ON  THE  RIGHT  TRACK 


itlftllt  « 
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barber  haulers  fron  track 
to  fair  leads  on  deck 


One  beauty  of  this  self-tacking  arrangement  is 
'no  drilling  required'.  Also,  the  track  is  easily 
removable  for  racing  or  other  headsail  setups. 


entire  track  up  or  down,  and  I  saw  that  we 
could  control  twist  by  adjusting  the  position 
of  the  lead  block  on  the  rail,  in  the  usual 
way.  We  made  a  few  tweaks  to  both  barber 
hauler  and  sheet  until  the  sail  looked  right. 

"See,  just  like  normal  sail,"  Lee  said.  "We 
have  complete  control  of  twist  and  sheeting 
angle  with  the  sheet  trim,  sheet  lead  position, 
and  barber  hauler.  There’s  like,  nothing  new 
to  learn." 

Lee  pre-set  the  sheet  and  barber  hauler 
for  the  other  tack  to  match  the  active  con¬ 
trols.  Then  it  was  time  for  the  moment  of 
truth,  the  first  tack. 

"Ready  about!"  said  the  owner,  "although 
I  don’t  know  why  ,1  need  to  say  that  —  nobo¬ 
dy  has  to  do  anything.  .  .  ." 

She  turned  the  boat,  and  the  track  slid 
inboard,  slojved  as  it  crossed  centerline,  then 
seemed  to  snap  out  to  the  stop  on  the  port 
side  of  the  track. 

"It  works!"  said  the  sailmaker,  sounding 
somewhat  surprised. 


track  slide  way  to  leeward,  effectively  result¬ 
ing  in  an  outboard  sheet  lead  right  to  the  rail. 

"Have  you  made  many  self-tacking  jibs 
before?"  I  asked  the  sailmaker. 

"Oh  yes,  lots  of  jibs  set  up  with  the  sheet 
going  through  a  block  on  the  track  and  then 
forward  to  another  block  on  the  stem.  It 
takes  a  bit  of  tinkering  to  get  the  geometry 
just  right,  but  they  work  fine.  The  one  thing 
you  have  to  do  is  make  sure  the  track  is 
curved  so  that  it’s  in  the  plane  of  the  cylinder 
that  circles  around  the  forestay,  so  the  sheet 
doesn’t  have  to  change  tension  as  the  track 
moves. 


"Actually,  if  the  sheet  gets  a  little  tighter 
on  centerline,  and  looser  at  either  end,  the 


sheet  has  to  get  looser  at  the  ends  of  the 
track.  If  you  look  at  the  angle  of  the  jib  lead, 
the  actual  plane  of  the  curve  in  the  track 
should  intersect  the  forestay  about  halfway 
up,  not  be  at  right  angles  to  the  forestay." 

"That’s  not  how  we  rig  Solings,"  said  the 
sailmaker. 

"Must  be  the  fact  that  you’re  pulling  for¬ 
ward  on  the  traveler  car  with  the  one  part  of 
the  sheet  as  it  goes  up  to  the  stem  block," 
said  Lee.  "I  guess  if  you,  like,  resolve  the 
sheet  force  on  both  sides  of  that  block  you 
get  a  force  that  goes  approximately  at  right 
angles  to  the  stay,  so  if  you  make  the  radius 
of  curvature  of  the  track  equal  to  the  LP  it 
ends  up  working.  But  like,  this  track  has  a 
radius  of  curvature  equal  to  half  of  the  fore¬ 
stay  length;  that  seems  to  be  okay." 

"Sounds  like  a  good  rule  of  thumb  to  me," 
I  said.  "How  long  is  the  track?” 

"It’s  half  of  the  J  measurement,  before 
bending,"  said  the  owner. 

"And  it’s  important  to  have  those  bales  on 
the  end  to  attach  the  sheets,"  added  Lee. 
"They  have  to  extend  down  about  as  far  as 
the  depth  of  the  curvature  in  the  track,  so  the 
track  doesn’t  capsize  when  the  car  is  in  the 
middle  pulling  up." 


L 


Lt  was  my  turn  to  drive,  and  I  put  the 
boat  through  some  more  quick  tacks  while 
the  experts  sat  on  the  foredeck  waving  their 
arms  at  the  sail  and  taking  notes.  The  wind 
was  up  to  the  mid-teens  by  now,  and  there 
was  a  bit  of  shaking  and  rattling  of  the  track 
during  the  tacks  —  but  nothing  that  looked 
like  it  would  be  a  problem.  Still,  the  owner 
and  the  sailmaker  came  aft  to  discuss  the 
design  of  some  sort  of  simple  spring  and 
shqck  absorber  combination  to  suppress  the 
flogging  in  stronger  wind. 

With  the  sky  now  completely  overcast  and 
a  hint  of  rain  in  the  air,  we  declared  the  trial 
a  success  and  turned  back  to  the  marina.  But 
as  light  drizzle  soon  turned  to  rain,  the  wind 
began  to  fizzle.  Close  reaching  back  to  the 
harbor,  a  quick  change  to  the  150  seemed 


wtkmm: 


■  '  :  .  ' 

"Remember  those  dark  years 


when  they  allowed  only  tiny  battens . . .  ?' 


o, 


utside  the  marina  we  found  a  build¬ 
ing  southerly  breeze,  and  really  put  the  new 
setup  through  its  paces.  It  continued  to  func¬ 
tion  perfectly,  even  on  a  beam  reach  when 
we  eased  the  barber  hauler  enough  to  let  the 


self-tacking  action  works  much  better.  Other¬ 
wise  it  needs  some  help  moving  across." 

"That’s  the  opposite  of  what  I  would  have 
thought,"  I  said. 

"Think  energy  state,"  said  Lee.  "The  car 
will  move  to  the  position  of  lowest  stored 
energy.  If  it’s  very  windy  and  the  sheet  is 
very  tight,  it  will  move  to  whatever  position 
lets  some  of  this  energy  be  released  —  so  the 


like  our  best  chance  to  stay  dry. 

Lee  welcomed  the  opportunity  to  practice 
this  with  the  new  rig.  She  jumped  below  to 
get  a  thin  waterproof  top,  the  kind  made  for 
whitewater  canoeing,  and  the  150  bag. 

The  change  had  to  be  a  same-tack  inside- 
out,  but  it  went  smoothly.  What  surprised 
me,  though,  was  that  when  she  passed  the 
number  three  back  to  the  hatch,  it  still  had 
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the  self-tacking  track  attached  to  it. 

"One  of  the  advantages  of  this  rig,"  she 
said,  "is  that  the  track  comes  off  when  you 
use  a  bigger  sail.  That  was  really  the  deal- 
breaker  for  the  conventional  fixed  track.  We 
couldn’t  figure  out  how  we’d  keep  from 
snagging  the  150  sheets  on  the  thing  every 
time  we  tacked." 

By  now  it  was  starting  to  rain  hard,  and 
the  owner  was  in  her  full  foulies.  The  sail- 
maker  and  1  crouched  in  the  cabin,  while  Lee 
made  do  on  deck  with  her  waterproof  top. 
Unfortunately,  the  wind  speed  kept  going 
down,  not  up,  and  there  was  no  motor 
aboard. 

"Uh,  that’s  a  150,  isn’t  it?"  I  asked, 
noticing  something  unusual  about  the  sail  as 
1  looked  up  through  the  hatch. 

"That’s  right,"  said  the  sailmaker. 

"Well  then,  why  does  it  have  battens?" 

"Good  question,"  he  said.  "Most  class 
rules  and  handicap  rules  don’t  allow  it,  but 
they’ve  made  them  legal  in  this  class.  The 
idea  is  that  it  flattens  out  the  leech  and  keeps 
the  draft  from  migrating  aft  as  the  sail  gets 
old.  It  also  allows  the  leech  to  be  cut  straight 
instead  of  hollow,  so  the  mid-girth  can  be 
right  up  to  the  proportional-girth  limit." 

"Explain  how  that  'proportional  girth  limit' 
works,  if  you  don’t  mind." 

"It’s  part  of  the  rules  for  a  jib.  Basically  it 
says  that  it  can’t  be  bigger  than  a  triangle  — 
that  a  girth  measurement  halfway  up  can  be 
no  bigger  than  half  the  length  of  the  foot, 
and  so  on.  So  you  can’t  have  a  jib  with  a  big 
roach,  like  a  mainsail." 

"Interesting,"  I  said.  "Doesn’t  the 
self-tacking  jib  violate  that  rule?” 

"It’s  one  of  those  'unless  otherwise  pre- 


Two  views  of  the  floating,  self-tackingjib  track  in 
use.  The  clewboard  used  on  the  sail  in  upper 
photo  allows  for  better  control  than  a  standard 
clew  ring. 


scribed  by  class  rules'  kinda  deals,"  Lee  was 
quick  to  point  out.  "And  we  got  our  hands  on 
the  class  rules!  So  in  this  class,  the  number 


three  can  have  a  cut-back  LP  and  a  convex 
roach.  The  150  is  still  bound  by  the  ISAF 
proportional  girth  rule,  though." 

"Using  those  battens  and  getting  a  straight 
roach  instead  of  a  hollow  roach  still  gives 
you  a  little  bit  of  extra  area,  no?" 

"For  sure,"  said  Lee.  "And  in  the  right 
place,  too,  making  the  sail  a  teeny  bit  less  tri¬ 
angular  and  a  teeny  bit  more  elliptical.  Bat¬ 
tens  in  a  150  make  it  a  really  fast  sail." 

"Is  that  true?"  I  asked  the  sailmaker. 

"The  customer  is  always  right,"  he 
shrugged. 

"I’ve  found  that  genoas  with  battens  have 
at  least  twice  the  racing  life  of  genoas  with¬ 
out,"  added  the  owner.  "So  it’s  turned  out  to 
be  a  very  significant  cost-saving  thing  more 
than  a  speed  thing.  Just  like  long  battens  on 
mains.  Remember  those  dark  years  when 
they  allowed  only  tiny  battens,  and  mains  all 
had  that  'hard  spot'  develop  by  the  second 
season?" 

"I  remember  all  too  well,"  I  said.  "What 
was  the  reason  for  those  small  battens, 
anyway?" 

"Oh,  that  was  how  sail  size  was  controlled 
back  then,"  said  the  sailmaker.  "Girths 
weren’t  measured,  just  spars  and  batten 
lengths.  By  restricting  the  batten  lengths, 
there  was  just  so  much  roach  you  could  put 
on  a  sail  before  the  leech  would  collapse.  It 
had  the  effect  of  building  in  a  very  weak 
spot,  because  naturally  we  designed  sails  to 
be  as  big  as  possible  and  still  work  —  at  least 
for  a  while  —  with  the  short  battens.  It  was 
great  for  business.  .  . 

"Battens  do  almost  as  much  for  jibs  as 
they  do  for  mains,  in  my  humble  opinion," 
said  the  owner. 

"Don’t  they  get  stuck  each  time  you  tack?" 

"They  do  slow  down  the  tacks  a  little,"  she 
said.  "But  you  have  to  get  the  battens  just 
right.  1  have  a  half-length  batten  just  above 
the  spreader  patch,  and  then  a  short  one  lo¬ 
cated  about  halfway  from  there  to  the  head. 
You  have  to  resist  the  temptation  to  make 
the  top  batten  nearly  full-length,  like  you’d 
do  for  a  main  or  a  number  three.  That’s  the 
one  that  gets  stuck  if  it’s  too  long. 

hi  it 

V  V  hat’s  going  to  happen  when  the 
PHRF  committee  catches  up  with  you?" 

"I  don’t  think  the  PHRF  committee  con¬ 
siders  it  a  speed-producing  factor,"  said  Lee, 
changing  her  tune  a  bit.  "I  mean,  a  new  150 
without  battens  is  exactly  as  fast  as  a  new 
150  with  battens.  It’s  only  as  the  sail  gets  old 
that  the  one.vyith  battens  has  the  big  edge. 
So  PHRF  shouldn’t  have  any  reason  to  pen¬ 
alize  it." 
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ON  THE  RIGHT  TRACK 


"Except  that  the  sail  with  battens  can  be  a 
little  bigger,"  the  sailmaker  reminded  her. 

"Yeah,  but  they  could  adjust  for  that  very 
easily.  1  think  it  would  be  fair  for  PHRF  to 
allow  150%  maximum  overlap  for  a  jib  with 
battens,  and  155  for  a  jib  without  them. 

"Interesting  idea,"  said  the  sailmaker, 
"And  it  would  sort  of  kill  two  problems  with 
one  stone." 

"How’s  that?" 

"In  the  original  PHRF  fleets,"  he  ex¬ 
plained,  "the  standard  size  for  a  number  one 
was  150%.  There  were  bigger  jibs  out  there, 
but  the  founding  fathers  of  PHRF  in  South¬ 
ern  California  decided  that  150  was  the  right 
size.  Remember  that  sails  in  those  days  were 
made  of  stretchy  dacron,  and  after  a  few  sea¬ 
sons  the  LP  measurement  would  be  oversize 
because  they  stretched  a  few  inches.  So  they 
made  the  limit  155%  in  order  to  keep  all  the 
old  sails  legal." 

"But  like,  that  was  in  the  early  Pleisto¬ 
cene,"  said  Lee,  "when  PHRF  was  first  evolv¬ 
ing  out  of  primordial  ooze.  Now  everyone’s 
using  un-stretchy  plastic  and  all  sorts  of  other 


exotics,  and  now  sails  shrink  instead  of 
stretch  as  they  age.  So  like,  everyone  builds 
155%  sails  for  PHRF,  even  though  the  return 


from  that  last  5%  is  dubious  and  it  just 
makes  the  sails  that  much  harder  to  tack 
without  really  adding  that  much  speed. 

"So  if  I  understand  this  correctly,"  I  said, 
"you  think  that  a  150  with  battens  has  just  as 
much  area  as  a  155  without?" 

"Actually  it  still  has  a  lot  less,"  said  the 
owner,  "but  I  agree  that  it’s  a  fair  trade-off 
considering  how  much  more  gracefully  the 
150  with  battens  will  age.  Restricting  a  bat¬ 
tened  150  to  150%  instead  of  155%  would 
be  a  very  fair  way  for  PHRF  to  allow  for  this 
innovation.  It  would  save  us  all  a  lot  of 
money  in  the  long  run." 


T 

x  he  rain  was  rapidly  becoming  torren¬ 
tial,  and  we  retreated  further  into  the  cabin. 
Water  was  beginning  to  stream  in  off  the  foot 
of  the  main,  so  we  slid  the  hatch  all  the  way 


closed.  That’s  when  I  remembered  that  all 
the  hatches  and  ports  on  my  boat  were  wide 
open.  So  much  for  my  day  of  drying  out. 

But  the  heavy  rain  shower  abated  quickly, 
the  wind  came  up  again,  and  we  were  back 
in  the  berth  a  few  minutes  later. 

"With  customers  like  this,  I  don’t  envy  you 
a  bit,"  I  said  to  the  sailmaker  as  the  two  of  us 
folded  the  unusual  jibs  on  the  wet  dock. 
"Your  life  must  be  a  lot  easier  when  you  get 
orders  for  standard  sails." 

"Standard  sails?"  he  laughed.  "We  ran  out 
of  those  years  ago!" 

 —  max  ebb 
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"So  if  I  understand  this  correctly,  you 
think  that  a  150  with  battens  has  just  as  much 
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area  as  a  155  without?" 


If  You  Need  to  Protect  A  rfythingjrom  the  Weather, 
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\  1254  Scott  Street  Tele:  (619)  223-8989 
San  Diego,  CA  92106  Fax:  (619)  223-9099 

Phone  Orders,  Mail  Orders  and  Most  Credit  Cards  Accepted. 
Open  Every  Day. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
ETCH  ELLS 

T he  worldwide  popularity  of  the  International  Etchells  Class  is 
perhaps  sailing’s  biggest  irony.  The  boat  was  created  in  1965  for  a 
design  contest  sponsored  by  Yachting  magazine  to  find  a  new  three- 
man  boat  for  the  Olympics.  Noted  Greenwich,  Connecticut,  Star  and 
Lightning  builder  E.W.  'Skip'  Etchells  put  together  a  wood  prototype 
named  Shillalah,  which  won  8  of  10  events  at  the  selection  series  the 
next  year  in  Kiel,  Germany.  Back  before  'politically  incorrect'  was  a 
household  term,  the  episode  so  confounded  the  powers  that  be  that 
they  ordered  a  new  set  of  trials  the  following  year.  In  1967,  Skip 
returned  with  a  new  fiberglass  Shillalah  and  won  10  of  the  13  sched¬ 
uled  races.  The  European  selection  committee  made  the  only  logical 
decision  they  could:  they  awarded  the  Olympic  berth  to  the  Soling. 

Politics  aside,  New  England  sailors  knew  a  good  thing  when  they 
saw  it.  Orders  started  coming  in  as  soon  as  Skip  returned  from  Europe 
and  he  began  producing  the  slender  30  Vi-footers  (the  '22'  refers  to  the 
waterline  length).  Etchells  himself  started  the  first  E22  fleet  on  Wes¬ 
tern  Long  Island  Sound  in  1968.  While  never  experiencing  the  explo¬ 
sive  growth  of  a  J/24  or  Melges  24,  the  Etchells  class  has  been 
growing  steadily  ever  since.  Today,  there  are  1,100  boats  in  44  fleets 
spread  out  over  the  U.S.,  Canada,  Bermuda,  England,  Italy,  Israel, 
Hong  Kong,  Australia  and,  most  recently,  New  Zealand. 

Then  as  now,  the  biggest  attractions  of  the  International  Etchells 
Class  (the  '22'  has  been  officially  removed  from  the  moniker  to  avoid 
confusion;  look  for  a  new  logo  on  this  year’s  sails)  are  the  boats’  lively 
performance  both  on  and  off  the  wind,  and  the  keen,  clean  competi¬ 
tion  that  the  class  offers.  The  Etchells  is  a  boat  sailors  of  all  skill  levels 
can  enjoy,  and  the  class  attracts  a  civilized  mix  of  rock  stars  and 
'people  with  jobs'. 

It  is  the  former  that  make  the  class  stand  out  locally.  The  first 
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Etchells  to  sail  the  Bay  were  built  in  1974  by  Carl  Peterson  in  Corte 
Madera.  Hank  Easom  bought  the  first  one,  followed  shortly  by  Bert 
Clausen  and  John  Ravizza.  The  San  Francisco  Bay  Etchells  Fleet 
(Fleet  12)  was  established  in  1979.  Hank  is  not  only  still  active,  but 
finishes  in  the  money  most  races  and,  being  the  gentleman  that  he  is, 
tows  half  the  fleet  home  behind  his  powerboat  Joy. 

Many  of  the  best  sailors  to  come  out  of  the  Bay  Area  have  helmed 


an  Etchells  at  one  point  or  another.  Past  fleet  12  Season  Champions 
include  John  Bertrand,  Bill  Barton  (four  times) ,  John  Kostecki,  Hank 
Easom,  Don  Jesberg  (five  times),  Craig  Healy  and  Chris  Perkins.  In 
addition,  Fleet  12  is  proud  of  its  legacy  in  national  and  international 
competition.  Barton,  Jesberg,  Easom  and  Kostecki,  along  with  Jeff 
Madrigali,  have  all  finished  in  the  top  ten  in  World  Championships. 
This  is  doubly  impressive  when  one  considers  the  level  of  competition 


at  such  events.  Past  Etchells  World  Champions  include  Dave  Curtis, 
Dennis  Conner,  Chris  Law,  Larry  Klein  and  Colin  Beaschel.  Reigning 
World  Champion  is  England’s  Adam  Gosling,  who  topped  a  65-boat 
fleet  at  Cowes  last  year. 

Bill  Barton,  along  with  Marblehead’s  Dave  Gundy  and  Tom  Black- 
well  of  Fairfield,  Connecticut,  finished  a  very  respectable  fifth  in  that 
series  on  a  chartered  Bashford  boat.  Afterward,  Bill  stayed  on  a  few 
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days  to  sail  the  Around  the  Island  (of  Wight)  Race  with  Etchells  Euro¬ 
pean  chairman  Eddie  Warwick  and  crew  John  Quincey  Adams.  Over 
1,300  boats  entered  this  popular  66-mile  event,  which  features  a 
starting  line  that  extends  from  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron  on  the  Isle 
of  Wight  to  the  English  mainland  over  a  mile  away!  The  race  is  made 
somewhat  more  manageable  by  breaking  the  armada  into  classes  of 
only  300  or  so  boats  starting  at  10-minute  intervals.  In  blustery 
conditions  with  gusts  to  35  knots  and  huge  ocean  swells,  the  Warwick/ 
Barton/Adams  team  sailed  their  Etchells  to  third  place  —  "pumping 
water  out  the  entire  8-plus  hours,"  says  Barton. 

Another  Barton  war  story  worth  retelling  occurred  at  the  1983 
North  Americans,  which  were  sailed  out  of  the  San  Diego  YC.  In  the 


first  race,  an  unusual  fogbank  descended  suddenly  on  the  second 
reach.  Among  the  frontrunners  were  Barton  and  Don  Jesberg.  Just 
before  they  entered  the  fog,  Don  yelled  over  to  Bill  to  follow  him 
because  he  had  a  compass  bearing  on  the  mark.  In  zero  visibility  ,  Don 
and  Bill  moved  past  their  lost  competitors  and  rounded  one,  two. 

Don  opened  up  a  gigantic  lead  as  the  fog  lifted,  but  then  the  wind 
began  to  die.  On  the  final  beat,  Don’s  Ultra  Violet  got  virtually 
becalmed  within  yards  of  the  finish.  When  Barton’s  Fineline  sailed 
past  him  and  over  the  line,  "You  could  hear  Jesberg’s  bloodcurdling 
scream  all  the  way  back  at  the  San  Diego  Yacht  Club,"  says  Barton. 

Fleet  12  is  one  of  six  Etchells  fleets  on  the  West  Coast.  There  are 
two  in  Seattle,  and  one  each  in  Alamitos  Bay,  Newport  Beach  and 
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San  Diego.  The  latter  is  currently  the  most  active  and  arguably  the 
most  competitive  of  the  six,  boasting  such  sailing  luminaries  as 
Conner,  Bruce  Nelson  and  Peter  Isler. 


Local  Etchells  addict  Kers  Clausen  is  also  part  of  the  San  Diego 
scene.  The  outgoing  Fleet  12  Captain  has  not  only  kept  active  in  Bay 
competition,  but  for  the  last  few  years  «has  traveled  south  once  a 
month  to  sail  his  'other'  Etchells  in  the  San  Diego  fleet.  (It  helps  that 
Kers  and  his  father,  Bert,  are  the  local  Etchells  dealers  in  Brickyard 
Cove.) 

Inspired  by  Kers’  claims  of  great  light  air  sailing  and  second-to- 
none  competition,  three  other  Fleet  12  boats  have  also  made  the  pil¬ 
grimage  to  race  the  winter  with  the  San  Diego  fleet.  Doubtless  a  few 


INTERNATIONAL 

ETCHELLS 

more  will  make  the  migration  for  the  inaugural  sailing  of  what  is  being 
billed  as  Midwinters  West  in  late  March.  The  'official'  Etchells  North 
American  midwinters  are  held  every  year  in  Biscayne  Bay  off  Miami 
as  part  of  the  SORC. 

This  year’s  World  Championships  are  being  held  in  Hong  Kong  in 
November.  This  will  be  the  first  major  international  competition  to  be 
held  in  what  will  then  be  communist  Hong  Kong  —  Britain’s  99-year 
lease  is  up  in  July.  In  order  to  motivate  overseas  competitors  to 
attend,  the  organizers  have  brought  the  container  shipping  firm 
OOCL  on  board  as  a  sponsor.  For  about  $1,700  —  round  trip  —  an 
Etchells  owner  can  ship  a  boat  to  Hong  Kong  and  back  from  any 
OOCL-serviced  port. 

With  the  incentives  in  place,  organizers  expect  60  to  70  boats  to  be 
in  attendance.  At  least  two  hometown  efforts  are  likely  to  be  among 
them:  Bill  Barton  and  the  Henry  Fisher/Doug  Morss  syndicate.  For 
Doug,  the  Worlds  will  mark  a  homecoming,  as  he  first  started  sailing 
Etchells  in  Hong  Kong  a  few  years  back. 

The  local  fleet  is  hosting  the  1998  North  American  Championship, 
which  will  be  run  out  of  the  St.  Francis  YC.  "It’s  going  to  be  a  real  big 
event,"  says  Kers  Clausen.  "We  expect  a  fair  number  of  out-of- 
towners,  as  well  as  the  return  of  some  good  local  guys  who  have  been 
away  from  the  fleet  for  a  while." 

One  difference  between  that  event  and  those  of  the  past  is  the 
weight  limit.  That  was  finally  instituted  after  Dennis  Conner  'pounded' 
the  competition  in  the  windy  ’91  Worlds  here  on  the  Bay  with  a  crew 
totaling  795  pounds.  Remember,  we’re  talking  three  people  here. 
Peter  Isler,  in  second,  sailed  with  the  second  heaviest  crew  at  around 
750  pounds,  and  there  were  several  other  top  boats  in  the  700  club. 
Starting  with  the  ’92  season,  the  weight  limit  was  set  at  628  pounds 
—  a  good  compromise  for  three  biggish  guys  or  four  smaller  crew. 

Past  the  initial  investment  of  a  boat,  your  wallet  doesn’t  have  to  be 
tljat  weighty  to  sail  an  Etchells,  either.  The  class  restricts  sail  pur¬ 
chases  to  one  main,  two  jibs  and  one  spinnaker  a  year,  and  with  only 
three  or  four  people  aboard,  think  of  all  the  money  you’ll  save  on 
sandwiches  and  drinks. 

When  Skip  Etchells  first  started  popping  boats  out  of  his  molds  in 
the  late  ’60s,  they  sold  for  $6,000.  Now  good  used  ones  go  for 
$10,000  to  $20,000,  with  a  tricked  out  new  boat  in  the  $40,000 
range.  With  the  untimely  passing  of  Australian  Etchells  builder  Ian 
Bashford  last  April,  there  are  currently  only  three  authorized  builders 
in  the  world.  Dirk  Kneulman’s  Canadian-built  boats  are  considered  by 
many  to  be  the  best  of  the  lot,  but  one  of  the  beauties  of  the  fleet  is 
that  just  about  any  Etchells  of  any  age  or  build  can  be  competitive. 
The  class  really  exemplifies  what  one  design  is  all  about. 

J  (Nowhere  was  this  better  brought  home  than  at  the  1979  Worlds 
in  Toronto,  when  John  Savage  took  a  borrowed  boat  that  had  been 
perpetually  near  the  bottom  of  the  local  fleet,  added  a  compass,  his 
sails  and  his  crew  and  convincingly  acquired  his  gold  'E'.) 

Those  interested  in  learning  more  about  the  Etchells  will  be  happy 
to  note  a  change  in  the  class’  annual  tuning  clinic  this  year  —  from  a 
fleet-members-only  affair  to  an  open  house.  The  event  will  be  held 
sometime  in  April  (exact  dates  to  be  announced  soon;  watch  Calen¬ 
dar)  at  the  San  Francisco  YC.  Visitors  can  learn  boat  setup  and  go- 
fast  tricks  from  past  fleet  champions,  and  several  boats  will  be  avail¬ 
able  at  the  docks  for  test  drives.  For  more  information,  call  Fleet  12 
secretary  Jeff  Hager  at  (510)  549-3664.  The  class  also  has  a  website, 
which  you  can  access  at  http:lllwww.it.cal —etchells. 

Watching  a  fleet  of  these  lithe,  handsome  sloops  sprint  across  the 
Bay,  it’s  hard  not  to  think  of  the  Etchells  as  ageless.  Perhaps  more 
accurately,  few  designs  have  aged  so  gracefully  —  especially  one 
dealt  such  a  low  blow  at  its  inception.  It’s  as  if  the  boats  themselves 
would  not  be  denied.  Now,  at  age  30,  the  point  has  been  made  time 
and  again:  the  Olympics’  loss  has  definitely  been  sailing’s  gain. 

—  Jeff  hager  and  latitude  38 


February.  1997  •  UauM  Z9  •  Page  157 


WORLD 


This  month  we  share  advice  on  Charter  Planning  Strategies,  take  an 
updated  look  at  Alaska  Charter  Options  and  ask  insiders  for  their  Favorite 
Pacific  Northwest  Anchorages.  Also,  a  second  installment  of  our 
International  Bareboatlng  Address  Book  (Part  II)  and  miscellaneous 
Charter  Notes. 


The  'Plan  Now,  Play  Later'  Plan 

One  of  the  unfortunate  consequences  of 
our  fast-paced,  '90s  lifestyle  is  that  trying  to 
schedule  group  activities  —  such  as  yacht 
vacations  —  is  often  nightmarish.  In  today’s 
world,  where  most  women  are  working  and 
most  kids  have  social  calendars  complicated 
enough  to  warrant  hiring  a  full  time  activities 
director,  it  becomes  harder  and  harder  for 
most  families  or  groups  of  friends  to  take 
trips  on  short  notice.  More  often  than  not,  it 
seems  that  trips  not  planned  well  in  advance 
simply  don’t  end  up  happening  at  all.  So 
right  now  —  the  dead  of  winter  —  is  the 
prime  time  to  put  together  your  game  plan 
for  spring  and  summer  getaways. 

Why?  First,  if  you’d  rather  have  the  pick 
of  the  fleet  than  the,  last  boat  left  on  the 
dock,  reserving  early  is  the  only  way  to  go.  If 
there  is  more  than  one  charter  operator  in 
the  area  you  propose  to  visit,  giving  your-self 
lots  of  lead  time  allows  you  to  solicit 
brochures  and  information  from  a  variety  of 
companies  so  you  can  make  sensible  com¬ 
parisons  and  rational  decisions  —  as 
opposed  to  last  minute  acts  of  desperation. 

Generally  speaking,  the  composition  of 
most  international  bareboat  fleets  is  heavily 
weighted  toward  monohulls  which  sleep  4-6 
passengers.  So  if  you’re  looking  for 
something  other  than  that  —  say,  a  smaller 
two-person  sloop  or  a  multihull  —  you  may 
be  sadly  disappointed  if  you  don’t  make 
your  booking  six  months  in  advance.  If  you 


Alaska  Wilderness  Safaris  no  longer  offers 
bareboats,  but  they  now  have  kayaks  and 
WindRiders  for  charter  guests  to  play  in. 


worry  about  the  possibility  of  having  to 
cancel  due  to  unforseen  job  conflicts  or 
potential  family  crises,  consider  taking  out 
trip  cancellation  insurance  for  pennies  on  the 
dollar. 
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Unless  you’ve  been  to  your  intended 
vacation  spot  before,  you’ll  also  want  to  give 
yourself  plenty  of  lead  time  to  acquire 
background  materials  on  the  area,  as  well  as 
to  actually  read  them  prior  to  throwing  the 
docklines.  After  all,  savoring  delicious 
charter  daydreams  in  the  qionths  before  a 
cruise  can  be  at  least  half  as  much  fun  as  the 
trip  itself. 

No  consumer  product  or  service  has  a 
more  complex  price  structure  these  days 
than  an  international  air  ticket.  On  any  given 
flight  a  polling  of  passengers  will  reveal  a 
dozen  or  more  different  prices  paid  for  the 
same  exact  service.  And  the  early  birds 
definitely  get  the  bargains.  While  the  chore 
of  researching  the  best  routings  and  fares 
can  be  a  bit  daunting,  the  savings  you  can 
make  by  doing  your  homework  early  can  be 
substantial.  On  the  other  hand,  if  you  wait 
’til  the  last  minute  planning  may  actually  be 
simpler,  as  there  won’t  be  many  choices  left 
of  either  flights  or  fares  —  and  you’ll 
undoubtedly  be  paying  top  dollar! 

So,  at  the  risk  of  sounding  like  a  nagging 
auntie,  we  strongly  advise  you  to  fight  your 
natural  urge  to  procrastinate  and  make  your 
summer  sailing  strategy  now. 

—  latitude/aet 

Alaska  Chartering  Update 

While  it  may  not  be  a  place  to  work  on 
your  'all-over  tan',  our  49th  state  certainly 
possesses  some  of  the  most  beautiful  cruising 
grounds  on  the  planet. 

For  sailors,  the  main  attraction  here  is 
exploring  the  silent  world  of  glacier-carved 
fiords  and  primordial  forests  where  the  'call 
of  the  wild'  rings  out  from  every  snow¬ 
capped  mountaintop  and  the  impact  of 
mankind  ranges  from  minimal  to  non¬ 
existent. 

As  you  might  imagine,  the  choices  for 
chartering  are  few  and  far  between.  How¬ 
ever,  the  opportunities  that  do  exist  are 
enticing.  In  the  Alaskan  Panhandle,  Del 
Carnes  operates  58°  22’  North  Sailing 
Charters  out  of  Juneau  with  a  fledgling 
bareboat  'fleet'  of  two  Catalina  36s.  On  a  7- 
10  day  charter,  you  can  access  world-class 
nature  preserves  such  as  Glacier  Bay  and  the 
Tracy  Arm  fiord.  Call  (907)  789-7301. 


Located  on  a  coastal  island  of  the 
Panhandle,  the  nearly  200-year  old  town  of 


— 


Sitka  was  once  the  jewel  of  Imperial  Russia’s 
reach  into  North  America.  Noel  and  Clair 
Johnson  make  this  historic  port  their  base  for 
a  variety  of  'adventure'  charters  aboard  their 
56-ft  gaff  schooner  Sequoia,  which  was  built 
in  New  Foundland  in  the  ’20s. 

Farther  north,  in  the  lower  Cook  Inlet 
area,  is  the  beautiful  little  town  of  Homer, 
where  Brendan  Boily  offers  crewed  sailing 
charters  aboard  his  Union  32  sailboat, 

. Gwylan .  Sail  out  to  the  Kodiak  island, 
explore  the  coast  or  test  your  fishing  prowess 
on  the  local  halibut  and  salmon.  Call  (907) 
235-7391. 

Long-established  as  Alaskan  nature 
gurus,  Jim  and  Nancy  Lethcoe  operate  their 
Alaskan  Wilderness  Safaris  out  of  the  vast 
Prince  William  Sound  region.  From  Valdez 
or  Whitier,  charter  guests  fly  out  to  the  Stan 
Stevens’  Wilderness  Camp  on  Growler 
Island,  which  serves  as  a  base  camp  for  one- 
day  or  multiple-day  charters  aboard  their 
Nordic  40  sloop  Arctic  Tern  III.  While  AWS 
no  longer  offers  bareboat  rentals,  they  do 
now  offer  kayaks  and  fast  Waverider  cat- 
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The  Pacific  Northwest  is  a  nature-lover's 
paradise.  Wildlife  like  sea  otters,  bald  eagles  and 
killer  whales  are  often  spotted. 

amarans  to  give  you  some  adrenal  thrills 
while  you’re  soaking  in  the  awesome  beauty 
of  nearby  Columbia  Glacier.  Reach  them  at 
(907)  835-5175  or  via  the  net:  http:// 
www.alaska.net/~awss/pws.html. 

—  latitude/aet 

Soaring  Eagles,  Sizzling  Hot  Tubs: 

Chartering  in  the  Pacific  Northwest 

We  consider  the  Pacific  Northwest  to  be 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  areas  of  the  world 
to  sail  in  —  and  we  highly  recommend  it  as 
a  charter  destination.  For  planning  purposes 
there  are  plenty  of  good  cruising  guides 
which  will  give  you  accurate  nuts-and-bolts 
information  about  each  island  and  stretcfc  of 
coastline.  But  for  the  inside  skinny  on  the 
best  anchorages  and  shoreside  attractions, 
it’s  best  to  pick  the  brains  of  local  sailors  in 
the  know,  which  is  exactly  what  we’ve  done 
this  month.  Our  informal  survey  netted  the 
following  suggestions. 


All  our  sources  agreed  that  one  of  the 
wonderful  things  about  cruising  the  Can¬ 
adian  Gulf  Islands  and  the  American  San 
Juan  Islands  is  being  able  to  utilize  the 
facilities  of  dozens  of  recreational  parks. 
"Cypress  Island  State  P^rk  is  one  of  my 
favorites,"  says  Sue  Sprinkle  of  ABC  Yacht 
Charters  of  Anacortes.  Located  near  Pelican 
Point,  on  the  NE  side  of  Cypress,  public 
mooring  buoys  provide  easy  access.  Sue 
suggests  a  hike  to  the  top  of  1500-foot  Eagle 
Bluff,  which  will  yield  a  commanding 
panoramic  view  of  Rosario  Strait  and  nearby 
Blakely  Island.  This  area  is  closed  until  July 
15,  as  it  is  a  bald  eagle  nesting  area.  After 
that  date,  though,  visitors  are  welcome.  Few 
encounters  in  nature  are  more  inspiring,  Sue 
tells  us,  than  watching  "baby  bald  eagles  in 
flight  training." 

If  you  grow  restless  after  a  few  days  of 
serenity  in  the  undeveloped  park  anchor¬ 
ages,  Sue  suggests  visiting  the  Roche  Harbor 
Resort,  at  the  north  end  of  San  Juan  Island. 
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In  front  of  the  picturesque  turn-of-the- 
century  hotel  lies  a  full-service  marina  and  a 
protected  anchorage  with  public  mooring 
buoys. 

"Boaters  are  welcome  to  use  the  pool, 
tennis  courts  and  restaurants,"  says  Sue. 
"The  anchorage  is  also  a  great  place  to 
'people  watch'  and  check  out  a  wide  range  of 
boats."  All  types  come  here,  from  mega 
yachts  with  helicopters  on  their  aft  decks  to 
Mom-and-Pop  trailer-sailers. 

On  the  other  side  of  San  Juan  Island  — 
about  seven  miles  from  Roche  —  lies  Friday 
Harbor,  the  principal  U.S.  port  of  entry  when 
returning  from  the  Gulf  Islands.  In  terms  of 
traveling  from  U.S.  waters  into  Canada, 
Steve  Percer,  manager  of  Charters 
Northwest,  reminds  us  that  no  passport  is 
required  to  enter  Canada  (driver’s  licenses 
are  ample).  Bedwell  Harbor  on  South 
Pender  Island  is  probably  the  most  popular 
clearance  port;  the  Vancouver  Island  harbors 
of  Victoria  and  Sidney  serve  as  alternatives. 

When  Steve  wants  to  get  away  from  the 
bustle  of  popular  Friday  Harbor,  he  heads 
across  the  border  to  Pirate’s  Cove  Marine 
Park  on  DeCourcey  Island.  It’s  an  idyllic, 
well-protected  anchorage  with  room  for  only 
about  10  boats.  And  with  neither  people  nor 
facilities  ashore  —  except  picnic  tables, 
hiking  trails  and  a  dinghy  dock  —  it’s  an 
ideal  place  to  simply  soak  in  the  beauty  of 
Mother  Nature’s  handiwork. 


A  WaveRider  blasts  over  the  glassy  waters  of 
Prince  William  Sound  at  12  knots,  with  the 
massive  Columbia  Glacier  as  a  backdrop. 


For  'action'  Steve  recommends  a  visit  to 
the  city  of  Victoria,  Vancouver  Island’s 
charming  capital  city.  The  well-scrubbed 
Victorian  buildings  of  it’s  downtown  quarter 
house  dozens  of  worthwhile  shops  and  fine 
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restaurants.  "Dining  out  is  a  bargain  in 
Canada,"  says  Steve.  "The  favorable 
exchange  rate  gives  Americans  the  equiva¬ 
lent  of  a  33%  discount  off  every  bill!" 

The  small  town  of  Ganges  on  Saltspring 
Island  is  also  on  Steve’s  list.  It’s  a  delightful 
little  place  with  two  marinas,  a  good 
selection  of  restaurants,  and  lots  of  shops 
and  galleries.  Try  to  time  your  visit  to 
coincide  with  the  Saturday  open  market 
where  farmers  and  artisans  show  off  their 
wares. 

"Most  people  don’t  associate  the  Pacific 
Northwest  with  white  sandy  beaches,  but 
there’s  a  great  one  right  near  Sidney,"  says 
Tim  Melville  of  Bosun’s  Charters  (located  at 
Sidney,  on  the  eastern  side  of  Vancouver 
Island).  A  mile  across  the  channel  from  the 
city,  Sidney  Spit  Marine  Park  (on  Sidney 
Island)  has  literally  miles  of  white  sand 
beach,  as  well  as  campgrounds,  fire  pits  and 
outhouses.  The  adjacent  anchorage  is  well 
protected. 

If  you  like  a  quiet,  protected  marina  but 
don’t  care  about  dining  and  drinking  ashore, 
Tim  recommends  Otter  Bay  Marina  on  North 
Pender  Island.  There’s  no  pub  or  restaurant, 
but  the  new  owner  has  recently  done  sub¬ 
stantial  upgrading  of  the  docks,  pool, 
showers  and  store.  Kayaks  can  be  rented  and 
a  golf  course  lies  within  walking  distance. 

For  nature  lovers,  Tim  suggests  sailing  as 
close  as  you  dare  to  Mandarte  Island.  You’re 
not  allowed  ashore,  but  as  you  approach, 
you’ll  experience  a  cacophony  of  bird  calls 
from  the  thousands  of  sea  birds  which  make 
their  homes  here,  including  seagulls, 
cormorants  and  bald  eagles. 

Captain  Bill  Christianson  who  runs 
crewed  charters  aboard  his  Cross  45 
trimaran,  Chinook,  is  full  of  ideas.  On  San 
Juan  Island  he  goes  to  Wescott  Bay  where 
oysters  are  easy  pickin’s  for  the  evening 
barbecue.  From  the  anchorage  at  Reid 
Harbor  on  nearby  Stuart  Island  he  often 
leads  charter  guests  on  the  scenic,  cross¬ 
island  hike  to  the  Turn  Point  lighthouse,  a 
five-mile  round  trip. 

"If  you  get  frustrated  by  light  winds  and 
want  some  good  sailing,"  says  Bill,  "go  to 
East  Sound  on  Orcas  Island."  This  fiord-like 
finger  of  water  splits  most  of  the  island  into 
two  halves.  The  funnel  effect  created  by  the 
land  contours  creates  winds  of  25-30  knots. 

Doe  Bay  on  the  east  side  of  Orcas  Island 
is  another  favorite  spot.  "The  Doe  Bay  Resort 
has  rustic  cabins  and  tent  sites  for  rent,  but 
the  big  attraction  is  the  hot  tub,"  reports  Bill. 
It’s  perched  100  yards  up  the  hillside  where 
bathers  have  a  spectacular  view  of  Rosario 


Strait  and  the  cluster  of  islands  beyond. 

When  charter  guests  want  to  see  wildlife, 
Bill  often  sails  Chinook  along  the  south  end 
of  Lopez  Island,  where  he’s  sure  to  find 
seals,  sea  lions  and  eagles.  "There’s  a  raw, 
wild  feel  to  it  unlike  any  other  place." 

The  town  of  Comax  lies  halfway  up 
Vancouver  Island’s  eastern  shoreline  and 
serves  as  the  jumping  off  point  for  charters  to 
the  Desolation  Sound  wilderness  area.  Lois 
Stevenson  of  Desolation  Sound  Yacht 
Charters  tells  us  one  of  her  favorite 
anchorages  is  Squirrel  Cove.  There  you’ll 
find  Bill  the  Baker,  a  sixtysomething  recluse 
who  lives  in  a  little  cabin  near  the  water’s 
edge  and  earns  his  livelihood  by  baking  buns 
and  cinnamon  rolls  for  visiting  boaters.  Place 
your  order  the  day  before  or  you  might  be 
disappointed. 

There’s  a  lake  just  behind  the  cove  and  at 
high  tide  water  from  the  Sound  spills  into  it. 
If  you  take  your  dinghy  inside,  you  can  wait 
for  the  tide  change  and  ride  the  resulting 
mini  rapids  back  into  the  Sound  —  kids  love 


to  say,  kids  love  it! 

"At  Teakeme  Arm,"  Lois  notes,  "you  can 
anchor  right  in  front  of  a  waterfall,  then  take 
your  dinghy  in  to  the  government  dock.  After 
a  15  minute  walk  you’ll  arrive  at  Cassel  Lake 
for  a  fresh  water  swim.  The  water  there’s 
always  70-75°." 

The  list  of  possibilities  goes  on  and  on. 
Between  the  docks  of  Seattle  and  the  fiords 
of  Desolation  Sound  there  are  enough  miles 
of  prime  cruising  grounds  to  keep  you  busy 
for  a  dozen  summer  vacations.  And  there’s 
no  time  like  the  present  to  make  plans  for  the 
upcoming  season. 

—  latitude/aet 

A  Charter  Addict’s  Little  Black  Book: 

Bareboat  Charter  Operators,  Part  II 

Picking  up  where  we  left  off  last  month, 
we’ll  continue  our  romp  around  the  globe 
with  notes  on  prime  sources  for  bareboat 
chartering  in  the  Americas.  Look  for  a  final 
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There's  virtually  nothing  to  spend  money  on  in 
most  Sea  of  Cortez  anchorages.  Not  only  that, 
but  dollars  wash  up  on  the  beaches! 


installment  next  month  with  notes  on  destin¬ 
ations  in  Europe,  including  the  Mediter-| 
ranean  and  Aegean. 

Please  note  that  charter  companies  listed 
are  offered  only  as  a  selection  of  known 
firms;  we  make  no  specific  recommenda¬ 
tions.  Listings  in  the  most  popular  areas  are, 
by  necessity,  less  than  comprehensive. 

Alaska  •  Characteristics:  As  reported 
earlier  in  an  accompanying  article,  Alaska  is 
a  destination  for  nature-lovers  who  don’t 
mind  bundling  up  during  summer  sailing. 
Incredible  wildlife  and  breathtaking  pan¬ 
oramas. 

•  Best  season:  Mid-May  -  Augyst; 
temperatures  in  the  50s  to  70s  (lower  during 
summer  storms). 


•  Flight  notes:  Frequent  flights  to  Juneau 
from  SFO. 


•  Bareboats:  58°  22’  North  Sailing 
Charters  (907)  789-7301  (in  Juneau). 

Pacific  Northwest  •  Characteristics: 
Lush,  pine-covered  islands  and  deep,  steep¬ 
sided  fiords  typify  this  vast  region,  where, 
state  parks,  woodsy  towns  and  marine 
mammamontls  abound.  Apart  from  strong 
currents  in  some  areas,  piloting  is  easy  and 
sailing  conditions  are  mild. 

•  Best  season:  The  sailing  season  runs 
from  May  through  September;  late  summer 
usually  has  the  most  sunny  days,  although 
occasional  showers  can  occur  any  time. 
Temperatures  are  in  the  70s  to  low  80s. 

•  Flight  notes:  The  region  is  accessed  via 
Seattle  or  Vancouver  international  airports; 
adjoining  flights  (or  ferries)  can  take  you  to 
Vancouver  Island  where  several  charter 
bases  are  located. 

•  Bareboats:  ABC  Yacht  Charters  (360) 
293-9533;  Anacortes  Yacht  Charters  (800) 
233-3004  (Anacortes,  WA);  Bellhaven 
Charters  (800)  542-8812  (Bellingham,  WA); 
Blue  Pacific  Yacht  Charters  (800)  237-2392 
(Vancouver);  Bosun’s  Charters  (800)  226- 
3694  (Sidney,  B.C.);  Charters  Northwest 
(800)  258-3119  (Friday  Harbor,  WA); 
Desolation  Sound  Yacht  Charters  (250)  339- 
7222  (Comax,  B.C.);  Gulf  Island  Cruising 
School  (800)  665-2628;  Penmar  Marine 
(800)  828-7337  (Anacortes,  WA);  Seacraft 
Charters  (360)  299-2526  (Anacortes,  WA); 
Windworks  Sailing  (206)  784-9386  (Seattle). 

California  Coast  •  Characteristics:  If 
you’re  reading  this,  you  already  know  some 
of  the  best  sailing  conditions  in  the  world  are 
found  right  here  in  the  Bay.  But  it’s  amazing 
how  many  Northern  California  sailors  have 
never  explored  the  unspoiled  Channel 
Islands,  Monterey  Bay  or  the  Southern  Calif¬ 
ornia  Coast.  Creative  thinkers  can  find 
plenty  of  charter  ideas  only  a  few  hours  drive 
from  home. 

•  Best  season:  September  and  October 
tend  to  be  the  best  months  for  lack  of  fog, 
sunshine  and  beautiful  sunsets;  other  sum¬ 
mer  months  generally  see  clear  weather  in 
the  afternoons.  Springtime  is  chancy,  can 
also  be  okay  if  you’re  willing  to  gamble. 

•  Bareboats:  In  San  Francisco  Bay: 
Atlantis  Yacht  Charters  (415)  332-0800; 
Club  Nautique  (800)  343-SAIL;  Modem 
Sailing  Academy  (415)  331-8250;  OCSC 
(800)  223-2984;  Spinnaker  Sealing  of  S.F. 
(415)  543-7333;  Spinnaker  Sailing  Redwood 
City  (415)  363-1390;  Tradewinds  Sailing 
Center  (800)  321-TWSC. 

•  Monterey  Bay:  Pacific  Yachting  (800) 
374-2626  (Santa  Cruz). 

•  Southern  Cal  (Misc.):  Marina  Sailing 


(800)  262-SAIL  (Oxnard,  Marina  del  Rey, 
Long  Beach  and  Newport  Beach);  Santa 
Barbara  Sailing  Center  (800)  350-9090; 
Offshore  Island  Sailing  (805)  985-3600 
(Oxnard).  * 

•  San  Diego:  Marina  Sailing  (800)  262- 
SAIL;  Harbor  Sailboats  (800)  854-6625;  The 
Marina  Club  (619)  299-9247;  San  Diego 
Sailing  Club  (619)  298-6623;  San  Diego 
Yacht  Charters  (800)  456-0222;  Set  Sail 
Yacht  Charters  (619)  224-3791. 

Maine  •  Characteristics:  Mazes  of  pro¬ 
tected  waterways,  picturesque  waterside 
villages  and  traditional  lobser  bakes  are 
essential  elements  of  sailing  'downeast'. 
Beautiful  traditional  schooners  are  a 
common  sight. 

•  Best  season:  Late  July  -  mid-September; 
temperatures  in  the  70s  and  low  80s. 

•  Flight  notes:  Daily  flights  via  con¬ 
nections  from  major  East  Coast  cities. 

•  Bareboats:  Bay  Island  Yachts  (800)  421- 
2492;  Hinckley  Yacht  Charters  (800)  492- 
7245;  Morris  Yachts  (207)  244-5509. 

•  Tourism  info:  Maine  Office  of  Tourism 
(207)  287-5710. 

Other  key  New  England  sailing 
destinations  include  Martha’s  Vineyard,  the 
Narragansett  Bay  and  Buzzard’s  Bay  area 
and  Cheseapeake  Bay. 

Sea  of  Cortez,  Mexico  •  Character¬ 
istics:  Accessed  via  La  Paz,  this  600-mile- 
long  sea  is  a  nature-lover’s  haven.  Marine 
mammals  abound  in  the  warm  waters  sur¬ 
rounding  many  uninhabited  islands.  Sea 
conditions  are  generally  mild  with  variable 
winds. 

•  Best  season:  October  -  May;  temper¬ 
atures  from  mid  60s  to  high  80s. 

•  Flight  notes:  Daily  flights  to  La  Paz  from 
L.A.  and  San  Francisco. 

•  Bareboats:  The  Moorings  only  (800) 
535-7289. 

•  Tourism  info:  Mexican  Consolate  (415) 
392-5554. 


Best  Sailing  Seasons 


JFMAMJJASOND 


Alaska 
Pacific  NW 
Marne 

California  Coast 
Sea  of  Cortez 


Charter  Notes 

We’ll  start  our  miscellaneous  charter 
tidbits  this  month  with  news  about  two  new 
multihulls  that  are  just  entering  charter 
service. 

The  first  is  a  sistership  to  four  identical 
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57-ft  Fountaine-Pajot  cats  that  are  already 
chartering  in  the  Leeward  Islands  of  Tahiti, 
the  Tuamotus  and  the  Marquesas  under 
the  company  name  Archipels.  Each  of 
these  sleek,  spacious  yachts  has  four 
spacious,  air-conditioned  cabins  with  private 
head.  They  can  be  chartered  on  a  'whole 
boat'  or  'per  cabin'  basis.  Call  League 
Marketing  for  details  at  (310)  649-4570. 

The  second  is  a  Fountaine-Pajot  Athena 
38  which  will  be  on  station  in  Belize  by 
March.  TMM  company,  which  already  has 
successful  bases  operating  at  Tortola  and  St. 
Vincent,  will  base  their  new  operation  at  the 
Belize  Yacht  Club  on  San  Pedro  Island  —  a 
short  hop  from  Belize  City,  in  the  heart  of  the 
cruising  grounds.  With  the  second  largest 
barrier  reef  in  the  world,  Belize  has  long 
been  a  dive  mecca,  but  until  now,  there  have 
been  no  reputable  bareboat  suppliers.  Con¬ 
sequently,  bookings  for  the  Athena  38  are 
coming  in  quickly.  Owner  Barney  Crook 
plans  to  build  the  fleet  slowly,  with  an 
emphasis  on  multihulls.  For  more  details  on 
the  area  call  (800)  633-0155. 

At  the  other  end  of  the  sailing  spectrum, 


This  is  one  of  the  smaller  ships  you'll  see  if  you 
show  up  at  one  of  the  Cutty  Sark  Jail  Ship  Races 
this  summer.  Participating  in  one  is  a  dream! 


be  aware  that  Cutty  Sark  Tall  Ship  Races 

take  place  every  summer  in  various  parts  of 
Northern  Europe.  If  your  hear^flutters  at  the 
sight  of  a  well-kept  traditional  sailing  vessel, 
you’ll  be  in  danger  of  having  a  coronary  at 
one  of  these  events.  Many  entries  are  cadet 
training  vessels,  but  some  do  take  (paying) 
'voyage  crew'.  Do  some  digging  through 
event  organizers  to  find  yourself  a  ride.  Call 
011-353-1-855-0888  for  info  on  Dublin’s 
Cutty  Sark,  August  22-25.  Or,  for  info  on 


races  from  Scotland  to  Norway  and 
Sweden,  July  12-August  16,  call  John  Lind, 
Grampian  Enterprise,  at  011-44-1224- 
252150. 

Finally,  for  those  race-happy  bareboaters 
among  you,  let  us  remind  you  that  the  peak 
sailing  season  is  in  full  swing  in  the 
Caribbean.  Each  of  the  five  top  regattas 
now  allow  bareboat  entries,  but  don’t 
delay  in  making  your  booking. 

Staged  from  Philipsburg,  on  the  Dutch 
side  of  Sint  Maarten,  the  St.  Maarten 
Heineken  Regatta  wilt  be  held  March  7-9. 

The  Caribbean  Ocean  Racing  Tri¬ 
angle  (CORT)  is  made  up  of  three  three-day 
regattas.  Courses  wind  through  the  islands 
and  beach  parties  are  a  gas:  March  21-23  is 
Puerto  Rico’s  Heineken  International 
Regatta,  (809)  761-7541;  March  28-30  is 
St.  Thomas’  Rolex  Cup  Regatta,  (809)  775- 
6320;  and  April  4-6  is  the  British  Virgin 
Islands  Spring  Regatta,  (809)  494-3286. 

The  Caribbean’s  biggest — and  wildest — 
regatta  is,  of  course,  Antigua  Sailing 
Week  which  runs  April  27-May  3.  Call  Janet 
Santos  for  details  at  (809)  462-8872. 


Once  again,  The 
Moorings  personnel 
are  what  impressed  us 
the  most.  Where  do 
you 


John  White  •  Los  Altos,  CA  •  Moorings  510,  Tahiti 

No  Matter  Where  In  The  World  Californians- Sail,  The 
Conditions  Are  Always  Ideal  On  A  Moorings  Charter  Yacht. 
Call  Toll-free:  1-888-227-3262. 


The  Moorings 


Caribbean  •  Mediterranean  •  South  P a c i f  i  c 

Sail  the  British  Virgin  islands  on  our 
all-inclusive  "Discovery  Package". 

From  $710  per  person.  Call  for  details. 


^  ^diocr^JIWbrY^odd 

Inside  Passage  -  Alaska 

Seattle  -  Glacier  Bay  -  return 
April  May  June 

Fjords,  hot  springs,  eagles,  otters,  bears,  seals,  salmon, 
porpoise,  orcas,  humpbacks  and  perhaps  even  a  sasquatch! 

Schooner  Mallory  Todd  is  a  65'  US  Coast  Guard  certified  vessel  which  has  sailed  the 
West  Coast  from  Mexico  to  Alaska  for  1 6  years.  We  have  openings  for  charter  singles 
or  groups  to  six  persons  on  several  legs  of  the  trip  @$125/person/day.  Remaining 
space  will  be  made  available  to  interested  expense-sharing  sailors  or  trainees  as  our 
schedule  firms  up.  We  are  particularly  interested  in  people  with  cooking  skills. 

Call  (206)  451-8160  •  e-mail:  mallorytodd@msn.com 


«lt«K 

M.ANM 

Albatross 

Quality  Boats  &  Service 
Sets  Us  Apart  from  the  Others 
Attention  to  Every  Detail 
of  Your  Charter 

SINCE  1982 


GREECE  &  TURKEY 

•  Quality  Yachts  30'-65'+ 

•  Bareboat  or  Crewed 
■  We  handle  all  travel  arrangements 

‘97  FLOTILLAS 


GREECE: 

Ionian,  Peloponese,  Saronic, 
Aegean-Cyclades  &  Dodecanese 
Cruising  World  Adventure  Charter 

TURKEY:  The  intriguing  &  delightful 
turquoise  coast  of  Turkey 


id 


Albatross  PYCC 
(800)  377-8877 
(609)  778-5656 
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More  sailing  areas,,  more  bases,  more  yachts,  more 
personal  service  and  all  at  a  more  reasonable  price  than 
any  other  charter  company.  In  fact  at  Sunsail  we’re  more 
than  a  match  for  any  of  our  competitors.  We  operate  a 


fleet  of  almost  700  superbly  maintained  yachts  from  36 
bases  around  the  world,  so  when  you’re  planning  your  next 
sailing  vacation,  whether  in  Tonga,  Thailand  or  Tortola,  call 
Sunsail  and  experience  more  than  you  imagined. 


For  more  information  call  now  1-800-327-2276.  Fax  410-280-2406 


THAILAND 

from  $2720  for  an  Oceanis  390 

*  |  TONGA 

from  $2560  for  an  Oceanis  390 

AUSTRALIA 

from  $2790  for  an  Oceanis  390 

NEW  ZEALAND 

from  $1770  for  an  Oceanis  390 

THE  CARIBBEAN 

# 

from  $2225  for  an  Oceanis  400 

Rates  are  for  a  one  week  charter  on  board  an  Oceanis  390,  except  in  the  Caribbean 
which  is  based  on  an  Oceanis  400.  Both  yachts  comfortably  sleep  6  people.  Rates  valid 
during  months  of  May,  June  and  July  in  all  areas.  Above  prices  are  for  charter  fee  only. 

[British  Virgin  Lslfmdvj  St  Martin 

! Awfe..: . Ciuajclmipe_ i . MiOTtmqtjc  . ,  m 

"j  Circuc  1  Turkey  j  Balc-irns  | 
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"The  Finest  Yachting 
Vacations  in  the  Islands  v 

Secluded  anchorages,  sandy  beaches,  bustling  resorts. . . 
the  spectacular  Gulf  Islands  and  San  Juan  Islands 


Bareboat  &  Skippered  Charters  High-Speed  Service  Boat 

Powerboats  &  Sailboats  27'  -  42'  Holding  Tanks  in  All  Yachts 

Learn-to-Sail  Vacations  Plentiful  Free  Parking 


Boson 

C  H  A  RT  E  RS 

Sidney,  B.C.  Canada^. 


2240  Harbour  Rd.  Box  2464L 
Sidney,  BC,  Canada  V8L  3Y3 
Phone  (250)  656-6644 
Fax  (250)  656-4935 

1-800-226-3694 


VISE  THE  GULF  ISLANDS ' 

*  Charters 

Learn  to  Cruise  Courses 

•  Power  or  Sail  24’-47' 

Start  your  vacation  In  . the  Gulf  Islands. 
Located  near  Victoria 
f  International  Airport  and  ferry  terminals. 

GULF  ISLANDS  CRUISING  SCHOOL  LID. 

Family  owned  and  operated  since  1 980! 
Member  BC  Bareboat  Charter  Association 

1  -800-665-BOAT  (2628) 

Fox  (  6  0  4)  6  5  6  -  6  4  3  3 
http:// www,  ottonet.com/  -cruising/ 
e-mail:  cruising@octonet.com 

P.O.  Box  2532S  •  Sidney,  B.C.  V8L  4B9 


Cruise  the  beautiful  San  Juan  Islands  and  Canadian  Gulf 
Islands  in  one  of  over  100  power  and  sailing  yachts  from  28’ 
to  85'.  Make  your  next  vacation  the  experience  of  your  life! 

Call  for  a  free  charter  guide  1-800-233-3004 

visit  our  web  site:  www.ayc.com/ayc/ 


Yacht  Charters 


ISOLATION 
"  0&OUND 

YACHT  CHARTERS  un> 


Discover 
magnificent 
DCSOtflTlON  SOUND  & 
PflINCeSS  LOUISA 
INl€T  on  one  of 
our  beautiful  25' 
to  51 '  Sail  or 
Pouuer  yachts 


(One  WE£.fz  (ratsfoat  cfian.te.xs. 
iiantinq  at  $650 

#101-1819  Beaufort  Ave.,  Comox,  BC,  Canada  V9M  1R9 
(250)  339-7222  FAX  (250)  339-2217 
e-mail  charter@mars.ark.com  http://mars.ark.com/~charter 


SAIL  THE  SAN  JUANS  &  CANADIAN  GULF  ISLANDS 

from  Bellingham  in  clean,  well-equipped  yachts. 
Bareboat  sailfleet  includes  Hunters  from  32-43  ft. 
friendly,  personal  service.  Located  near  international  airport. 
Only  8  miles  to  beautiful  island  anchorages. 


BTI J  HAVEN 
CHARTERS 


18  Squalicum  Mall  ^zannano*^  Bellingham,  WA  98225 
360-733-6636  800-542-8812  FAX  360-647-9664 

http://www.pacificrim.net/~belhaven  belhaven@pacificrim.net 


&f(oret(^aoji 

Discover  one  of  the  world’s  best  ] 


San  i. 


vacation  secrets,  the  ^ , 
Pindthejrfiagr^^^^r^flord 
— ^itGtiful  power  and 
_^rfig^achts.  Call  or  write  for  our  free 
brochure  and  plan  your  dream  vacation! 


1-800-828-7337 

http://yachtworld.com/penmar 


*  PEN  MAR  MARINE  COMPANY 
yacht  charters 

2011  Skyline  Way  •  Anacortes,  WA  98221 


CHARTER  A  PACIFIC  SEACRAFT 
IN  THE  PACIFIC  NORTHWEST 

Flicka  20,  Dana  24,  Pacific  Seacraft  31 
Crealock  34  &  Crealock  37 
Pilothouse  32  &  Pilothouse  40 
Ericson  34  &  Ericson  38  by  Pacific  Seacraft 

$*min 

P.O.  Box  1096,  Anacortes,  WA  98221 

(360)  299-2526 

e-mail:  charter  38@seacraft.com  •  http://www.seacraft.com 


Conch 

Charters 

nou;  in  our 
10th  year 


BEST  BUY  IN  THE 

BVI! 

Clean,  well-maintained  fleet:  30-65' 

Largest  bareboat  in  BVI:  MacGregor  65 
Best  Prices  -  Call  Today! 

(809)  494-4868 
Fax  (809)  494-5793 

e-mail:  conch@caribsurf.com 
P.O.  Box  920.  Road  Town.  Tortola 
.  '  British  Virgin  Islands 


CALIFORNIA'S  CARIBBEAN  CONNECTION 
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The  New  Hylas  49  Offers  You  $112,194. 


A  Pre-Owned  Hylas  Offers  A  Vacation  Home. 

PRIVATE  7  BROKERAGE 


„  !  risks  of 

buying  a  yacht  by  paying  the  buyer  25%  of  the  pur¬ 
chase  price  in  advance.  That’s  guaranteed.  And  this  is 
just  the  beginning.  Other  payments  are  guaranteed 
monthly.  Furthermore,  we  will  absorb  aU  capital  expen¬ 
ditures,  maintenance,  haul-outs  and  refurbishing  while 
your  Hylas  yacht  is  in  CYC’s  fleet.  And,  now  you 
have  three  choices,  with  our  Sparkman  & 

Stephens  and  German  Frers  designed  Hylas 
45.5,49  and51’s. 

Manufacturer-.  Queen  Long  Marine 


The  rewards  of  owning  a  Hylas  yacht  can  also  be  real¬ 


ty, 

dous  values.  Both  models  are  powerful  performers 
featuring  those  justly  famous  Hylas  accommodations. 

So,  take  a  close  look  at  our  exclusive  fleet  of  new  and 
pre-owned  Hylas  Yachts.  Their  quality  and  performance 
will  compel  you  to  re-evaluate  wnat  you  expect  from  a 
cruisingyacht.  Call  toll  free: 

1-800-225-2520 

Frers  design:  Hylas  51  &  45. 5 
Sparkman  &  Stephens  design:  Hylas  49 


Caribbean  Yacht  Sales 

P.O.  Box  583  *  Marblehead,  MA  01945  •  Fax  (617)  639-0216 


THE  RACING 


With  reports  this  month  on  six  light-air  midwinter  races,  the  Vendde 
Globe  carnage-fest,  photo  collages  of  the  Berkeley /Metropolitan  Mid¬ 
winters  and  the  ’96  Big  Boat  Series,  and  the  usual  collection  of  random 
race  notes  at  the  end. 


OYC  Brunch  Series 

Oakland  YC’s  civilized  Sunday  Brunch 
Series  got  off  to  a  fine  start  on  January  5 
with  33  boats  competing  in  four  divisions. 
Most  of  the  competitors  carbo-loaded  at  the 
yacht  club’s  breakfast  buffet  before  heading 
out  to  do  battle  on  a  6.4-mile  windward/ 
leeward  course  on  the  Estuary.  Benign 
conditions  favored  lighter  boats,  though 
reading  the  wind  shifts  was  also  important. 


Peter  Rookard's  aluminum  N/M  30  'Insufferable' 
(ex-Tin  Man')  is  currently  the  boat  to  beat  in  the 
East  Bay. 


History  of  sorts  was  made  when  eight 
Columbia  5.5  Meters  hit  the  starting  line 
together,  the  biggest  one  design  gathering  of 
any  fleet  on  the  Estuary  in  recent  memory. 
Three  of  these  sleek  32V6-footers  now  call 
Alameda  home,  while  the  other  five  came 


down  from  soggy  Stockton  for  the  winter. 

"We’re  still  trying  to  match  old  boats  with 
new  owners,"  said  Alan  Weaver,  who  won 
the  race  on  his  Drummer  with  co-owner 
Warren  Sankey  and  olive  oil  magnate  Adam 
Sadeg.  "There’s  a  rumor  that  (Chris)  Corlett 
is  in  the  market  for  one,  which  could  be 
really  good  for  the  class.  Then  again,  maybe 
that  would  kill  it!"  N 

The  Brunch  bunch  reconvened  on  Jan¬ 
uary  19,  but  only  the  first  class  got  to  play. 
The  race  committee  postponed  the  proceed¬ 
ings  after  the  first  start  due  to  light  air,  and 
eventually  canceled  it  altogether  for  the  last 
three  classes.  Insufferable,  which  won  the 
first  race  by  four  minutes,  scored  big.  again. 
They  pounded  the  'A'  Fleet  by  11  minutes, 
prompting  yet  another  round  of  post-race 
whining  about  Insufferable’ s  117  rating. 

SUNDAY,  JANUARY  5: 

FLEET  A  (0-167,  spinnaker)  —  1)  Insufferable, 
N/M  30,  Peter  Rookard;  2)  Legacy,  Gemini,  John 
Meider;  3)  Zilta,  B-25,  Mark  Thomas.  (8  boats) 
FLEET  B  (Columbia  5.5)  —  1)  Drummer,  Alan 
Weaver/Warren  Sankey;  2)  Demi-Onze,  Mike  Rettie; 
3)  Chaos,  Jim  Warfield.  (8  boats) 

FLEET  C  (169-up,  spinnaker)  —  1)  Shenani¬ 
gans,  Merit  25,  Cindy  Surdez;  2)  Quickie,  Capri  25, 
Will  Matieuch;  3)  Usual  Suspects,  Merit  25,  Steve 
Zevanove;  4)  Zarpa,  Newport  30,  George  Gurrola;  5) 
Lelo  Too,  Tartan  30,  Emile  Carles.  (11  boats) 
FLEET  D  (non-spinnaker)  —  1)  Thumbs  Up,  Cal 
29,  Ivan  Orgee;  2)  Me  Me,  Newport  30,  Norm  Guest; 
3)  Peddler,  Catalina  27,  Wride/Rehm.  (6  boats) 

SUNDAY,  JANUARY  19: 

FLEET  A  —  1 )  Insufferable;  2)  Jabiru,  J/35,  Bill 
West;  3)  Takeoff,  Laser  28,  Joan  Byrne.  (8  boats) 
FLEET  B,  C,  D  —  No  finishers. 

Vendee  Globe  Race 

Thirty-seven-year-old  Frenchman  Christ- 
ophe  Augin  has  amassed  a  phenomenal  lead 
in  the  Vendee  Globe  singlehanded  non-stop 
round-the-world  race.  As  of  this  writing, 
Augin’s  Finot-designed  Giodis  is  under 
6,000  miles  from  the  finish  line,  with  Cape 
Horn,  the  Southern  Ocean  and  the  rest  of 
the  16-boat  fleet  far  behind.  Augin,  who  has 
won  the  last  two  BOCs  as  well,  has  the  race 
sewn  up,  but  isn’t  letting  up  in  his  quest  to 
crush  Titouan  Lamazou’s  ’89-’90  record  of 
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109  days. 

"Augin  has  proved  once  again  that  he’s 
the  best  solo  sailor  in  the  world,  and  maybe 
the  best  of  all  time,"  commented  local  multi- 
huller  Peter  Hogg.  "He’s  in  a  class  by  him¬ 
self,  and  has  eclipsed  the  standards  set  by 
Lamazou  and  (Philippe)  Jeantot." 

Though  he  has  slowed  down  lately  due  to 
headwinds,  Augin  is  still  on  track  to  lower 
the  record  by  as  much  as  a  week.  However, 
his  hopes  of  finishing  in  under  100  days  are 
fading  with  the  weather  forecast.  Augin 
reports  that  his  happiness  at  safely  rounding 
Cape  Horn  67  days  into  the  race  (eight  days 
ahead  of  Lamazou’s  pace)  has  been  dulled 
by  his  concern  over  the  carnage  taking  place 
behind  him. 

What  started  off  as  a  circumnavigation  for 
16  boats  (15  official  entries  and  one  unof¬ 
ficial  entry  —  Raphael  Dinelli,  who  wasn’t 
deemed  to  have  sufficient  experience  for  the 
race)  has  turned  into  a  complete  shambles. 
Only  seven  boats  are  still  officizilly  racing, 


SHEET 


Vendee  competitor  Thierry  Dubois  lived  to  talk 
about  this.  Gerry  Routs  may  not  be  so  lucky. 
Inset,  projected  race  winner  Christophe  Augin. 


and  the  event  has  turned  into  more  of  a 
high-priced  salvage  operation  than  a  race. 
Three  boats  have  been  abandoned  with  no 
loss  of  life,  while  one  boat,  Groupe  LG  2, 
has  disappeared  entirely  1,600  miles  west  of 
Cape  Horn.  Canadian  skipper  Gerry  Roufs, 
who  was  running  second  when  he  dropped 
out  of  touch,  is  now  listed  ominously  as 
"missing  at  sea." 

The  first  boat  to  get  in  serious  trouble  was 
Algimouss,  skippered  by  unofficial  French 
entrant,  28-year-old  Raphael  Dinelli.  On 
Christmas  morning,  about  1 ,200  miles  south¬ 
west  of  Australia,  Algimouss  took  two 
hellacious  knockdowns  in  60-70  knots  of 
wind  and  began  to  sink.  Dinelli  activated  all 
three  ARGOS  emergency  beacons,  causing 
race  director  Philippe  Jeantot  to  contact 
British  competitor  Pete  Goss  on  Aqua 


Corum  to  request  that  he  backtrack  150 
miles  upwind  —  no  easy  feat  in  these 
conditions  —  to  save  Dinelli.  An  Australian 
Air  Force  plane  dropped  a  raft  to  Dinelli,. 
who  was  standing  in  his  Survival  suit  on  his 
nearly  submerged  deck.  Goss  picked  up  the 
half-frozen  sailor  12  hours  later,  and 
deposited  him  in  Hobart  five  days  later. 

About  10  days  later,  roughly  in  the  same 
area  that  Algimouss  sank,  two  more  ARGOS 
beacons  were  activated.  Frenchman  Thierry 
Dubois  ( Pour  Amnesty  International)  and 
Briton  Tony  Bullimore  ( Exide  Challenger) 
were  within  ten  miles  of  each  other,  and 
both  were  in  dire  straits  as  no  other 
competitors  were  near  enough  to  effect  a 
rescue.  Both  60-footers  had  turned  turtle, 
with  Dubois  ending  up  on  top  of  his  boat 
and,  unbe-knownst  to  race  officials, 
Bullimore  inside  the  overturned  Challenger. 

Dubois  was  rescued  first.  As  before,  an 
Orion  PC-3  search  plane  dropped  a  raft  to 
the  29-year-old  sailor,  who  had  spent  the 


night  holding  onto  PAI’s  two  rudders.  The 
same  plane  then  located  Challenger,  which 
had  lost  its  keel  ( PAI’s  keel,  as  you  can  see, 
was  still  attached).  But  there  was  no  sign  of 
Bullimore.  Four  days  later,  a  Seahawk  heli¬ 
copter  off  the  HMS  Adelaide  winched 
Dubois  up  to  safety.  He  was  suffering  from 
mild  hypothermia  and  sores  from  prolonged 
exposure  to  the  32-36°  salt  water,  but  was 
otherwise  fine. 

The  Adelaide  then  steamed  50  miles 
south  toward  Exide  Challenger,  where  they 
suspected  Bullimore  was  holed  up  inside 
based  on  a  second  distress  signal,  one  that 
could  only  have  been  manually  activated. 
Arriving  on  the  scene,  the  Adelaide  launched 
an  inflatable  with  a  rescue  party.  Rapping  on 
the  hull,  they  soon  heard  a  'hello'  from 
inside,  and  moments  later,  the  57-year-old 
Bullimore  swam  out  to  end  his  five-day 
ordeal.  He  was  a  mess,  suffering  from 
hypothermia,  dehydration,  frostbite  and  a 
severed  fingertip.  Apparently,  the  media  is 
falling  all  over  itself  trying  to  secure 
interviews,  book  and  movie  rights  to  both 
dramatic  rescue  operations. 

Meanwhile,  the  relief  of  rescuing  the  two 
yachtsmen  has  been  overshadowed  by  grow¬ 
ing  fears  that  43-year-old  Canadian  skipper 
Gerry  Roufs  may  be  dead.  His  Groupe  LG  2 
was  last  heard  from  on  January  7,  just  before 
a  70-knot  storm  brutalized  the  area  he  was 
sailing  in.  Isabelle  Autissier,  now  racing 
unofficially  after  pulling  into  Cape  Town  for 
new  rudders,  was  nearby  and  reported  that 
her  PRB  was  capsized  twice  that  night.  She 
had  been  in  regular  radio  contact  with  Roufs 
until  he  disappeared. 

Of  course,  it’s  possible  that  Roufs  may  still 
be  racing,  perhaps  under  jury  rig  and  without 
power.  (In  the  last  BOC,  Minoru  Saito  was 
presumed  lost  off  Cape  Horn  for  weeks.  .  . 
until  he  was  spotted  sailing,  minus  elect¬ 
ronics,  up  the  Brazilian  coast.)  However, 
Roufs’  ARGOS  transponder  has  stopped 
transmitting  and  he  hasn’t  been  located  by 
any  of  the  ships,  other  competitors  or 
Canadian  radar  satellites  that  have  been 
searching  for  him.  Everyone  has  their  fingers 
crossed  for  Roufs,  but  frankly  the  situation 
appears  grim. 

To  recap:  Seven  boats  are  still  officially 
racing,  although  this  figure  includes  the 
missing  Gerry  Roufs.  Four  boats  are  racing 
unofficially  after  accepting  outside  assis¬ 
tance.  Three  boats  have  sunk,  and  two 
others  have  completely  withdrawn.  In  short, 
the  race  has  turned  into  a  bloodbath  and, 
inevitably,  observers  of  the  Vendee  Globe 
are  now  questioning  the  sanity  of  the  whole 
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affair. 

Tune  in  next  month  to  find  out  how  it  all 
ended  up.  If  you  can’t  wait  that  long,  surf  the 
internet  to  the  Vendee  Globe’s  web  site  at 
www.vendee-globe.tm.fr/us/sommaire.html. 

BYC/MYCO  Midwinters 

The  third  weekend  of  the  Berkeley/ 
Metropolitan  Midwinters  went  off  without  a 
hitch  on  January  11-12.  Another  huge  fleet 


—  127  boats  in  12  divisions  —  sailed  on 
Saturday’s  race,  which  has  earned  a  repu¬ 
tation  as  the  Bay’s  premiere  midwinter  one 
design  venue.  Less  than  half  that  many  boats 

—  49  to  be  exact  —  sailed  in  six  divisions  on 
Sunday.  The  race  course  each  day  was  the 
familiar  8.8-mile  triangle,  windward/leeward 
on  the  Berkeley  Circle,  with  'E'  the  upwind 
mark  on  Saturday,  followed  by  'B'  the  next 
day. 


Saturday’s  race  was  a  slow  and  frustrating 
one,  held  in  a  very  light,  shifty  southerly. 
Quite  a  few  boats  DNFed,  and  others  went 
from  heroes  to  zeroes  on  the  last  beat. 
Easily,  the  most  impressive  finish  of  the  day 
was  put  in  by  North  sailmaker  Dave  Starck 
aboard  Curses,  who  posted  his  third  straight 
bullet  in  the  Express  27  class.  This  wasn’t 
just  a  garden  variety  30-second  victory  either 
—  it  was  a  seven  minute  massacre!  Con- 
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Scenes  from  Saturday's  slow  motion  BYC/MYCO 
race.  All  photos  1 latitude' /rob . 


sidering  the  seemingly  random  wind  shifts 
and  the  depth  of  competition  in  the  28-boat 
fleet,  this  was  truly  a  remarkable  feat.  Dave’s 
crew  that  day  included  owner  Tim  Des¬ 
camps,  Scott  Easom,  John  Collins  and 
Elisabeth  Buford. 


By  Sunday,  the  wind  had  shifted  around 
to  the  north  and  increased  in  strength.  The 
wind-chill  factor  made  the  sailing  uncom¬ 
fortably  cold,  but  at  least  the  race  went  by 
quickly.  Our  vote  for  Sunday’s  MVP,  which 
was  harder  to  call  than  Saturday’s,  once 
again  goes  to  the  winner  of  the  Express  27 
fleet.  This  time,  that  honor  went  to  John 
Liebenberg,  sailing  his  Friday  (hull  #13,  get 
it?)  to  victory  for  the  second  time  in  a  row  to 


lead  the  12-boat  Sunday  Express  27  contin¬ 
gent  by  several  points  going  into  the  Feb¬ 
ruary  finale. 

Express  designer  and  New  Moon  co¬ 
owner  Carl  Schumacher,  who  fell  victim  to 
Liebenberg  on  Sunday,  wondered  out  loud, 
"What  would  it  take  to  get  the  same  number 
of  (Express)  27s  to  turn  out  in  the  summer 
that  we  get  each  year  at  the  midwinters? 
Maybe  we  should  hold  our  Nationals  in 
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THE  RACING 


February  next  year.  . 

SATURDAY,  JANUARY  11: 

DIV.  A  (PHRF  <  117)  —  1)  Absolute  88,  Wylie 
37,  Keith  MacBeth;  2)  Advantage  II,  J/29,  Pat 
Benedict.  (5  boats) 

DIV.  B  (120-150)  —  1)  Redux,  Olson  911-S,  Nick 
Barnhill;.  2)  Take  Off,  Laser  28,  The  Byrnes;  3) 
Mintaka,  C&C  36,  Gerry  Brown.  (6  boats) 

DIV.  C  (153-168)  —  1)  Chesapeake,  Merit  25, 
Jim  Fair;  2)  El  Gavilan,  Hawkfarm,  Nicholas  Nash; 
3)  Freewind,  Cal  9.2,  Betty  Lessley;  4)  Twilight 
Zone,  Merit  25,  Paul  Kamen;  5)  No  Big  Thing, 
Wavelength  24,  Charlie  Hess.  (12  boats) 

DIV.  D  (171-204)  —  1)  Latin  Lass,  Catalina  27, 
Bill  Chapman;  2)  Freyja,  Catalina  27,  Frank  Van 
Kirk;  3)  Sukey  II,  Kiwi  24,  Tom  Gardner.  (7  boats) 
DIV.  E  (207-up)  —  1 )  Blue  Meanie,  Tuna  20,  Nick 
&  Carol  Rau;  2)  Slippery  When  Wet,  SJ  24,  Eric 
Wilbur;  3)  Madman  x  H20,  Tuna  20,  Steve  Katzman. 
(6  boats) 

OLSON  30  —  1 )  Jack’s  Back,  Jack  Easterday;  2) 
Run  Wild!,  Al  Holt;  3)  Hoot,  Andy  Macfie;  4)  Stray 
Cat,  Rebecca  Dymond;  5)  Saint  Anne,  Dick  Heck¬ 
man;  6)  Corsair,  Don  Newman;  7)  Zephyros,  Cal 
Maritime  Academy.  (15  boats) 

MELGES  24  —  1 )  Sea  Monster,  John  Oldham;  2) 
Sabotage,  Jeff  Thorpe;  3)  Double  Pucker,  David 
Wadbrook.  (6  boats) 

EXPRESS  27  —  1 )  Curses,  Tim  Descamps/Dave 
Starck;  2)  Frog  in  French,  Kame  Richards;  3)  Mad 
House,  Mike  DeVries;  4)  Abigail  Morgan,  Ron  Kell; 
5)  Moonlight,  Jim  Gibbs/Greg  Quilici;  6)  Express- 


The  Berkeley  Circle  is  out  of  whack,  and  needs  to 
be  fixed  before  the  summer  season. 


way,  Ross  Groelz;  7)  New  Moon,  Carl  Schumacher/ 
John  Franklin;  8)  Susie  Q  IV,  Andrew  Patterson/ 
Seadon  Wijsen;  9)  Jaded  Lover,  Richard  Bryant; 
10)  Flying  Circus,  Gene  Ryley/Dave  Hodges.  (28 
boats) 

MOORE  24  —  1)  Minnow,  Dan  Nitake;  2)  Taz, 


Erich  Bauer;  3)  Hurricane,  Adam  Sadeg.  (9  boats) 
OLSON  25  —  1)  Honey’s  Money,  Jay  Aiken;'?) 
Barking  Dog,  Jeffrey  Kroeber;  3)  Out  of  Control, 
Brian  Madden.  (6  boats) 

J/24  —  1)  Wonder  Woman,  T.  Kennelly/  P. 
Dines;  2)  Eiectra,  Andy  Tuthill;  3)  Ugh!,  Brian  & 
Pamela  Pace;  4)  Jam  Jam,  Neal  Ruxton;  5)  Crack- 
erjack,  Steve  Highbarger;  6)  Cujo,  Elizabeth 
Winterbottom;  7)  Color  Blind,  Styslinger/Lewis;  8) 
Evolution,  Dennis  Holt.  (19  boats) 

NEWPORT  30  —  1)  Hot  Chocolate,  Donald 
Oliver;  2)  Ruckus,  Paul  Von  Wiedenfield;  3)  Yachyd 
Da,  Jack  Gill.  (8  boats) 

SUNDAY,  JANUARY  12:  s  ' 

DIV.  I  (PHRF  <  141)  —  1)  Sea  Monster,  Melges 
24,  John  Oldham;  2)  Smokin’,  Melges  24,  Kevin 
Clark.  (5  boats) 

DIV.  II  (144-168)  —  1 )  Free  Flight,  Moore  24,  Pat 
Mitchel;  2)  Barking  Dog,  Olson  25,  Jeffrey  Kroeber; 
3)  El  Gavilan,  Hawkfarm,  Nicholas  Nash;  4) 
Twilight  Zone,  Merit  25,  Paul  Kamen.  (9  boats) 
DIV.  Ill  (171 -up)  —  1)  Antares,  Islander  30  Mk.  II, 
Larry  Telford;  2)  Latin  Lass,  Catalina  27,  Bill 
Chapman;  3)  Temptation,  Cal  2-27,  Rollye 
Wiskerson;  4)  Alliance,  Cal  2-27,  Whit  Conley/Mark 
Foster.  (13  boats) 

OLSON  30  —  1)  Zephyros,  Cal  Maritime 
Academy;  2)  Jack’s  Back,  Jack  Easterday;  3) 
Speedy  Gonzalez,  David  Carrel.  (8  boats) 

WABBIT  —  1)  Tulawemia,  Mark  Harpainter;  2) 
Mr.  McGregor,  Kim  Desenberg.  (4  boats) 

EXPRESS  27  —  1)  Friday,  John  Liebenberg;  2) 
New  Moon,  John  Franklin/Carl  Schumacher;  3) 
Motorcycle  Irene,  Will  Paxton;  4)  Curses,  Tim 
Descamps.  (10  boats) 


EYC  Jack  Frost  Series 

Sixty-seven  boats  showed  up  for  the  third 
of  five  races  in  Encinal  YC’s  Jack  Frost 
Series  on  Saturday,  January  18.  All  divisions 
sailed  the  same  course  in  a  light  north¬ 
easterly  breeze  —  a  shortened  5.8-mile 
course  which  involved  a  port  tack  fetch  into 
the  parking  lot  at  '9'.  Then,  it  was  a  starboard 
tack  reach  to  '7',  and  another  port  tack  reach 
back  to  '7',  where  the  race  was  finished  due 
to  fading  wind. 

Spinnakers  were  only  raised  briefly  on  the 
bottom  of  the  leg  to  '7',  and  —  for  the 
second  month  in  a  row  —  there  wasn’t  any 
upwind  work.  "They  have  lots  of  courses, 
and  seem  to  be  trying  really  hard,"  noted  a 
vexed  competitor.  "But  they  keep  making 
unfortunate  selections." 

Perhaps  the  biggest  excitement  of  the  day 
was  when  Saltshaker  almost  clobbered  the 
Latitude  38  photoboat,  whose  engines  had 
died  (again)  while  hidden  to  leeward  of  the 


Contessa  39’s  genoa.  We  missed  each  other 
by  inches! 


CLASS  A  (Santana  22)  —  1)  London  Calling, 
Caroline  Ross.  (3  boats) 

CLASS  B  (Columbia  Challenger) —  1)  Free  Bird, 
Liam  O’Flaherty.  (3  boats) 

CLASS  C  (PHRF  >  180)  —  1)  Pathfinder,  Ariel, 
Ed  Ekers;  2)  Jubilee,  Ariel,  Don  Morrison;  3) 
Voyager,  Ranger  29,  Dan  Pruzan.  (6  boats) 

CLASS  D  (1 98  raters)  —  1 )  Maeve,  Thunderbird, 
Nancy  Pettingill;  2)  Lyric,  Thunderbird,  Jim  Newport. 
(4  boats) 

CLASS  E  (Catalina  34)  —  1)  Allegro,  Jack 
Lambert;  2)  Mottley,  Chris  Owen.  (5  boats) 

CLASS  F  (156-179)  —  1)  Warhawk,  Hawkfarm, 
Dave  Hankel;  2)  Wings,  Columbia  5.5,  Mike  Jack- 
son;  3)  Zarpa,  Newport  30,  George  Gurrola.  (7 
boats) 

CLASS  G  (Catalina  30)  —  1)  Mona  Too,  David 
Halaby.  (3  boats) 

CLASS  H  (PHRF  <  96)  — 1 )  Dolphin  Dance,  SC 
50,  Dave  Sallows;  2)  Saltshaker,  Contessa  39, 
Steve  Hanson;  3)  Jabiru,  J/35,  Bill  West;  4)  Mostly 
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‘Dolphin  Dance 1  and  ' Saltshaker 1  on  reciprocal 
courses  in  the  Jack  Frost  Series.  Inset,  class 
winner  'Sabra'. 


Harmless,  SR  33,  Paul  Bergman.  (10  boats) 
CLASS  I  (97-116)  —  1)  Sabra,  WylieCat  39, 
Michael  Katz;  2)  Novia,  Cal  39,  John  Webb;  3)  Wide 
Load,  Santana  35,  Bruce  Wilcox.  (8  boats) 

CLASS  J  (sportboats)  —  1)  Ultimatum,  J/105, 
Vince  DiLorenzo.  (2  boats) 

CLASS  K  (ULDB/Merit  25)  —  1)  'OC',  Olson  25, 
Jens  Jensen;  2)  Twilight  Zone,  Merit  25,  Paul 
Kamen.  (5  boats) 

CLASS  L  (317-155)  —  1)  Uno,  WylieCat  30, 
Steve  Wonner;  2)  Hot  Foot,  Choate  30,  Tom 
Forstreuter;  3)  Carlene,  WylieCat  30,  Fred  Soltero; 
4)  Takeoff,  Laser  28,  The  Byrnes.  (11  boats) 


sporting  a  long  waterline  and  a  boatload  of 
talent,  won  both  races  by  comfortable 
margins.  Eric  Sultan’s  Wilderness  30  Special 
Edition,  with  Dave  Hodges  and  Ian  Klitza 
sharing  the  driving,  poster}  a  pair  of  deuces. 
Tacos  Pescados,  the  cupfent  series  leader, 
posted  a  4,3  record  for  the  day. 

"These  light  air  winter  races  are  basically 
benefits  for  bigger  boats,"  admitted  race 
'unofficial'  Eric  Malmberg.  "No  one  seems  to 
mind,  though,  as  the  reverse  seems  to  hold 
true  in  the  summer  down  here." 

The  low-key  regatta  continues,  weather 
permitting,  on  February  15  and  March  15- 
16.  Results  after  four  races  (no  throwouts) 
follow: 


Santa  Cruz  YC  Midwinters 

Twenty-two  boats  sailed  in  Santa  Cruz 
YC’s  midwinter  series  on  January  18.  Con¬ 
ditions  were  light  and  lumpy,  and  the 
courses  were  short,  2.94  and  1.09  miles 
respectively.  Shep  Kett’s  SC  50  Octavia, 


CREWED  —  1 )  Tacos  Pescados,  Olson  30,  Rick 
Boston/Tim  McTighe,  14  points;  2)  Octavia,  SC  50, 
Shepard  Kett,  14.5;  3)  Special  Edition,  Wilderness 
30,  Eric  Sultan,  14.75;  4)  Great  Pumpkin,  Moore 
24,  Jim  Maloney,  18;  5)  Hanalei  Express,  SC  27, 
Roger  Sturgeon/Rob  Schuyler,  29;  6)  Capitol  Affair, 
Olson  30,  Michael  Raabe,  32;  7)  Animal  House, 


Olson  30,  Matt  Lezin,  32.75;  8)  Marley,  SC  27, 
David  Emberson,  44;  9)  Nobody’s  Girl,  Moore  24, 
Syd  Moore,  49;  10)  Snafu  U,  Moore  24,  Mark 
Berryman/Tom  Conerly,  57.  (24  boats) 

DOUBLEHANDED —  1)  Nighthawk,  Hawkfarm, 
John  Siegel,  7.75  points.  (2  boats) 

Sausalito  YC  Miidwinters 

"For  awhile,  we  thought  the  logs  floating , 
through  the  line  were  going  to  be  the  only 
starters  that  afternoon,"  joked  race  director 
Pat  Broderick  about  Sausalito  YC’s  third 
midwinter  gathering,  held  on  January  5.  But 
after  several  false  breezes  and  a  half-hour 
postponement,  35  racers  began  two  3.6-mile 
triangles  in  a  gentle  northeaster  and  a  4.8- 
knot  ebb. 

"We  sent  them  downwind  from  channel 
marker  #2  to  an  inflatable  in  Hurricane 
Gulch,  where  everyone  immediately  stopped 
dead,"  recalled  Pat.  "We  were  just  starting  to 
wonder  how  we  could  schedule  a  make-up 
race  when  the  wind  filled  back  in  and  the 
boats  sailed  on  to  the  next  hole  at  Knox.  The 
race  was  won  or  lost  depending  on  how  you 
played  the  currents  there  —  it  was  more 
puzzling  than  the  Gulf  Islands  in  B.C.!" 

The  race  was  terminated  as  the  fleet 
passed  through  the  line  to  begin  the  second 
lap,  a  device  that  SYC  routinely  employs  in 
its  club  races.  "There  was  apparently  a  little 
confusion  because  we  didn’t  fly  the  'S'  flag  to 
indicate  a  shortened  course,"  explained  Pat. 
"But  guns  and  whistles,  in  my  mind,  constit¬ 
ute  the  end  of  the  race." 

DIV.  I  (spinnaker  <  1 50)  —  1 )  Maybe,  J/29,  Todd 
Hedin;  2)  Power  Play,  J/29,  Gordon  Smith;  3) 
Razzberries,  Olson  34,  Bruce  &  Lina  Nesbit.  (9 
boats) 

DIV.  II  (spinnaker  >  150)  —  1)  Challenge, 
Islander  28,  Peter  Schoen;  2)  Lysistrata,  Excallbur 
26,  Bruce  Ahlbom;  3)  Dulcinea,  Coronado  27,  John 
Slivka.  (10  boats) 

DIV.  Ill  (non-spinnaker  <  180)  —  1)  Bacarat, 
Peterson  34,  Dave  Reed;  2)  Amanda,  Newport  30 
Mk.  II,  Boyd  Sprehn;  3)  Roeboat,  Catalina  30,  Rod 
Decker.  (8  boats) 

DIV.  IV  (non-spinnaker  >  180)  —  1)  Tackful, 
Santana  22,  Cathy  Stierhoff;  2)  Inshallah,  Santana 
22,  Shirley  Bates.  (5  boats) 

DIV.  V  (cruiser)  —  1)  Tenacious,  Islander  36, 
Roger  Milligan.  (3  bodts) 

RYC  Dinghy  Midwinters 

The  second  Richmond  YC  Small  Boat 
Midwinters  was  held  on  the  chilly  afternoon 
of  Saturday,  January  4.  After  a  lengthy 
postponement,  a  light  southerly  appeared 
around  2  p.m.  and  the  fleet  snuck  in  two 
short  races.  "It  was  eerie  out  there,"  recalled 
race  official  Caroline  Groen.  "Misty,  gray 
and  flat  —  and  mainly  it  was  really  cold! 
Fortunately,  no  one  tipped  over  except  one 


February.  1997  •  It&uJUH  •  Page  171 


49er  and  one  Sunfish." 

The  low-key  dinghy  races  continue  on 
February  1  and  March  1.  Unlike  most  series, 
one-time  entries  are  encouraged  —  the  cost 
is  a  mere  Abe  Lincoln  a  day,  and  the 
hamburger  lunch  will  only  set  you  back  three 
George  Washingtons.  Paper  money,  not 
coins  —  the  series  isn’t  that  cheap! 

"We’ll  give  any  class  that  fields  five  or 
more  boats  their  own  start,"  said  Groen. 


"Otherwise,  you’re  welcome  to  sail  in  the 
Portsmouth  division." 

EL  TORO,  SR.  —  1)  Jim  Warfield;  2)  Bob  Hrubes; 
3)  Will  Paxton;  4)  (tie)  Gail  Yando  &  Ron  Locke;  6) 
Dave  Vickland;  7)  Gordy  Nash;  8)  Tom  Burden.  (19 
boats) 

EL  TORO,  JR.  —  1)  Brad  Nieuwstad;  2)  Derek 
Myers;  3)  Jaclin  Prior;  4)  Sarah  Biad.  (9  boats) 
BYTE — 1 )  Deidre  Hardiman;  2)  Judy  Yamaguchi; 


3)  Karin  Knowles.  (6  boats) 

JY-15  —  1)  John  Gillespie;  2)  Ken  Wilson.  (3 
boats) 

SNIPE  —  1)  Shawn  Bennett;  2)  Doug  Howson;  3) 
David  Odell;  4)  Ned  Niccolls;  5)  Charles  Heimler.  (12 
boats) 

INTERNATIONAL  14  —  1)  Andy  Hamilton;  2)  (tie) 
Larry  Craig  &  The  Flying  Baumhoff  Bros.;  4)  Dave 
Klipfel.  (8  boats)- 

WYLIE  WABBIT—  1 )  Jon  Stewart;  2)  Greg  Byrne; 
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Memories  of  the  excellent  '96  Big  Boat  Series  are 
helping  us  get  through  this  dreary  and  rainy 
winter.  All  photos  'latitude'  archives. 


3)  (tie)  Colin  Moore  &  Mark  Harpainter.  (6  boats) 
HOLDER  20—1)  David  Albright.  (2  boats) 

CAL  20  —  1 )  Mike  Schaumburg;  2)  Hester  Burn- 
Callander;  3)  David  Green.  (7  boats) 

SUNFISH  —  1)  Bob  Cronin;  2)  Byron  Jonk;  3) 
Stephen  Smeulders.  (6  boats) 


LASER  II  —  1)  Rufus  Sjoberg;  2)  Simon  Bell;  3) 
(tie)  Chris  Sims,  Joey  Pasquali,  Arianne  Rettinger, 
Abby  Swann.  (9  boats) 

THISTLE  —  1)  Craig  Lee;  2)  Wade  Behling;  3) 
Zhenya  Kirueshkin-Stepanoff.  (7  boats) 

LIDO  14 —  1)  Joe  Doering;  2)  (tie)  Lenore  Collins 
&  Doug  Hamilton.  (5  boats) 

LASER  —  1)  Will  Benedict;  2)  Chuck  Asper;  3) 
(tie)  Andrew  Holdsworthy;  &  Peter  Phelan;  5)  Megan 
Kelly-Sweeney.  (35  boats) 


4l9’ER  —  1 )  Jim  Maloney;  2)  (tie)  Ralph  Silverman 
&  Wink  Saville.  (4  boats) 

PORTSMOUTH  —  1 )  Dave  Misunis,  Daysailer;  2) 
Mark  Sutton,  FJ;  3)  Vince  Lyddane,  Daysailer;  4) 
Mickey  Fawsett,  Coronado  15;  5)  Mark  Briner, 
Johnson  18.  (10  boats) 

Race  Notes 

Court  of  the  Crimson  Kings:  Long  Beach 
YC’s  33rd  Congressional  Cup,  scheduled 


/ 
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for  March  11-15,  has  attracted  another  all- 
star  cast:  defending  champion  Gavin  Brady 
(NZ),  Thierry  Peponnet  (FRA),  Peter  Holm- 
berg  (BV1),  Markus  Wieser  (GER),  Neville 
Wittey  (AUS)  and,  sailing  for  USA,  Paul 
Cayard,  Scott  Dickson,  Dave  Perry,  Jeff 
Madrigali  and  Rich  Matzinger.  As  usual, 
racing  for  the  weird-colored  Crimson  Blazer 
will  occur  in  LBYC’s  equalized  Catalina  37s. 
Rumors  are  flying  that  this  traditionally 
Corinthian  series  may  finally  feature  a 
monetary  purse  for  the  first  time  —  but  we’ll 
believe  that  when  we  see  it.  "That’s  about  as 
far-fetched  as  the  TransPac  offering  a 
cruising  division,"  harumphed  Hiram  Gunn. 
"What,  they  have?" 

Speaking  of  this  summer’s  39th  Trans¬ 
Pac,  there  were  only  three  boats  officially 
entered  as  of  mid-January:  the  multihulls 
Lakota  and  Double  Bullet,  and  A1  Schultz’s 
Andrews  70+  Vicki.  It’s  ironic  that  the  form¬ 
erly  excluded  multihulls,  who  were  granted 
official  status  this  year,  were  the  first  ones  to 
sign  up.  Times  sure  are  changing!  Entry  fees 
jump  up  significantly  on  March  1,  so  look  for 
the  field  to  start  filling  up  fast  (the  absolute 
deadline  for  entries  is  May  16).  Race  officials 
are  projecting  40  racing  monohulls,  3  multi¬ 
hulls,  and  perhaps  20  cruisers.  All  eyes  will 
be  on  the  turbo-sleds,  which  have  the  horse¬ 
power  to  knock  a  day  off  Merlin’s  increas¬ 
ingly  mythical  1977  milestone  of  8  days,  11 
hours. . .  Call  entry  chairman  Dan  Nowlan  at 


Tom  Leweck  turns  50  during  the  March  Cabo 
Race!  Fifty  races  to  Mexico,  that  is  —  truly  a 
remarkable  feat. 


(619)  490-1010  if  you  want  to  find  out  more 
about  the  upcoming  race,  and  be  sure  to 
watch  the  half  hour  ESPN  special  on  the 
TransPac  on  Sunday,  Feb.  23,  at  noon. 

Odds  and  ends:  The  200-boat  strong 
ll:Metre  class,  which  was  introduced  in 


1991  as  one  of  the  pioneering  'sportboats', 
has  been  granted  full  international  status  by 
ISAF  (formerly  IYRU).  Criteria  for  this  honor 
include  having  at  least  10  boats  in  at  least  sue 
different  countries  on  at  least  three  contin¬ 
ents.  The  first  official  ll:Metres  Worlds  will 
be  held  in  Damp,  Germany,  on  August  6-10. 
Next  summer,  the  Worlds  will  be  held  here 
on  the  Bay. 

Sale  boats  of  the  month:  Seabird  Sailing 
has  been  busy  selling  49ers  lately.  New 
owners  include  Stanford  sailing  coach  Steve 
Boudrow,  windsurfer  and  Flying  Dutchman 
campaigner  Bill  Park,  and  the  hot  Santa 
Cruz  505  team  of  Bruce  Edwards  and 
Dave  Shelton. . .  Chris  Doubek  has  moved 
to  Chicago  with  the  B-25  Oho  in  tow,  so  his 
former  boat  partner  Fred  Voss  has  jumped 
into  the  Express  27  battles  with  Zesty,  which 
he  is  "leasing  with  a  purchase  option.".  .  . 
Alan  Andrews  reports  an  Andrews  56  like 
Aldora  is  now  underway  at  Westerly  Marine. 
The  boat,  which  has  more  cruising  amenities 
than  its  predecessor,  "has  connections  to  the 
Bay  Area." 

Meanwhile,  Olson  30  stalwart  Jack 
Easterday  has  purchased  a  new  boat,  a  21- 
foot  powerboat  (ahem,  cough,  cough)  called 
Jumbo  Jack.  Fortunately,  Easterday  plans  to 
burn  the  fossil  fuel  mainly  for  towing  Jack’s 
Back  around  and  shuttling  his  crew  back  and 
forth.  After  the  last  rather  tedious  midwinter 
race,  Jumbo  whisked  five  of  the  crew  from 
'X'  to  Berkeley  YC  in  under  five  minutes!.  .  . 
Bay  Area  newcomer  Tom  Kassberg  is  the 
latest  proud  owner  of  a  J/105.  His  as-yet 
unnamed  boat,  hull  #157,  should  be  sailing 
here  by  March,  joining  12  other  local  sister- 
ships.  .  .  Three  Express  37s  are  still  for  sale 
on  the  Bay:  One-Eyed  Jack,  Danville  Ex¬ 
press  and  Blitz.  Call  Glenn  Isaacson  at  435- 
4887  for  more  info  on  this  resurgent  class. 

The  envelopes  please:  A  panel  of  14 
"distinguished  yachting  journalists"  (a  true 
oxymoron)  recently  voted  on  the  1996  Rolex 
Yachtsman  and  Yachtswoman  of  the  Year. 
This  year’s  male  nominees  were  multihuller 
and  balloonatic  Steve  Fossett,  J/24  ace  Chris 
Larson,  Melgi  god  Dave  UHman  (Newport 
Beach)  and  local  Soling  hero  Jeff  Madrigali 
(San  Anselmo).  The  women’s  list  consisted 
of  Europe  Dinghy  bronze  medalist  Cour¬ 
tenay  Becker-Dey  (The  Dalles,  OR),  Tor¬ 
nado  sailor  Pease  Glaser,  youth  star  Anika 
Leerssen,  470  Olympian  Kris  Farrar  Stookey, 
match  racer  Hananah  Swett,  and  current  A- 
Cup  hopeful  Dawn  Riley.  We  couldn’t  tell 
you  who  won  yet  even  if  we  knew,  but  this 
much  is  obvious  —  the  West  Coast  will  be 
well  represented  this  year  in  this  traditionally 
East  Coast-dominated  exercise.  Winners  will 


be  announced  at  the  New  York  YC  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  7. 

We  do  know,  however,  who  earned  top 
’96  honors  among  the  members  of  the  St. 
Francis  YC:  Rob  Maxim  (top  junior),  Russ 
Silvestri  (dinghies),  tireless  volunteer  Joyce 
Andersen  (top  woman)  and  major  contrib¬ 
utor  Larry  Finch  (sailor  of  the  year). 
Meanwhile,  Elisabeth  Buford  was  the  first 
recipient  of  the  Manny  Franzel  Award  for 
race  committee  excellence.  Manny,  a  be¬ 
loved  fixture  on  the  Wee  Willie  for  the  last 
decade,  passed  away  in  late  ’96. 

Sled  news:  After  two  years  of  racing  for 
dual  championships  (inshore  and  offshore), 
new  ULDB  70  class  president  Don  Hughes 
(Taxi  Dancer)  has  announced  a  return  to  the 
previous  format  of  a  combined  champion¬ 
ship  schedule.  The  abbreviated  eight-race, 
two-throwout  schedule  commenced  with  the 
PV  Race,  which  only  attracted  four  sleds 
(Grand  Illusion,  Mirage,  Mongoose,  Orient 
Express).  It  was  an  inauspicious  start  to  the 
new  season,  especially  in  a  TransPac  year.  . 

The  word’s  out  that  Blondie,  the  original 
SC  70,  is  'in  play'  and  will  be  sold  soon.  .  . 
The  ubiquitods  Tom  Leweck  has  been 
hired  as  Executive  Secretary  for  the  growing 
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Surgeon  General's  Warning:  The ' bite '  of  this  Vip¬ 
er  isn't  terminal,  but  it  can  be  addictive.  For  a 
local  test  sail,  call  Viper  boats  at  (401)  62S-5290. 


TurboSled  class,  which  now  lists  five  boats 
( Cheval ,  Pyewacket,  Victoria,  Luna  Barba, 
and  Doug  Baker’s  new  Andrews  70+  Magni¬ 
tude,  which  is  slated  to  roll  out  of  Dennis 
Choate’s  shop  in  mid-March).  Vicki,  which  is 
10-15  seconds  a  mile  slower  than  a  turbo, 
was  invited  to  join  but  declined. 

Whitbread  bummer:  Damn!  Our  fantasies 
about  interviewing  Australian  super-model 
Elle  MacPherson  have  taken  a  turn  for  the 
worse,  as  her  all-women  Elle  Racing  Whit¬ 
bread  project  appears  to  be  unravelling. 
Skipper  Adrienne  Calahan  has  left  the  boat, 
demanding  "an  alleged  $97,000  (AUS)  in 
unpaid  wages  and  expenses.  Other  crew  also 
abandoned  ship,  leaving  Joan  Touchette,  a 
former  Coast  Guard  Academy  dinghy  sailor 
and  A3  vet,  in  the  role  of  skipper.  Alameda’s 
Amanda  Russel!  has  stayed  on  as  the  syn¬ 
dicate’s  shoreside  'sail  coordinator',  with 
hopes,  we  suspect,  of  moving  up  to  a  crew 
spot.  Meanwhile,  Calahan  has  managed  to 
have  Elle  Racing  ( ex-Heinekin )  impounded 
in  Sydney’s  Darling  Harbor,  and  the  less- 


than-glamorous  catfight  will  be  dragged  into 
the  courts  soon.  We’re  told  the  Aussie  media 
is  loving  every  minute  of  this  brawl. 

While  perusing  the  Australian  wire 
services,  we  also  came  across  this  item:  Rod 
Davis,  veteran  of  three  Olympics  and  seven 
America’s  Cups,  "seems  certain"  to  be  named 
Paul  Cayard’s  number  two  man  aboard  his 
recently  inherited  Swedjsh  Whitbread  60 
project.  Davis,  however;  admitted  that  the 
TV  pictures  of  the  upturned  Vendee  Globe 
boats  caused  him  to  think  twice  about  the 
upcoming  Whitbread  Race.  "It  scares  the  hell 
out  of  me,”  he  said.  "I  don’t  like  the  thought 
of  lying  in  your  bunk. . .  You’re  supposed  to 
be  sleeping,  but  there  is  trouble  on  deck.  It’s 
freezing  and  I  just  wonder  whether  I  need  to 
do  this  to  myself."  Meanwhile,  rumors  are 
swirling  that  a  prominent  Northern  Cali¬ 
fornian  navigator  may  join  Cayard  for  the 
race,  which  starts  in  just  seven  months  from 
Southampton,  England. 

Writes  Carl  Schumacher,  "Last  October, 
I  had  the  privilege  of  once  again  being  one 
of  four  judges  in  Sailing  World’s  Boat  of 
the  Year  competition.  The  job  description  is 
envious:  you  get  to  crawl  through  and  sail 
the  latest  boats  from  the  sailing  industry, 


then  spend  evenings  talking  about  the  boats 
with  other  knowledgeable  sailors.  This  year 
we  did  our  judging  in  Annapolis,  right  after 
the  boat  show.  The  overall  winner,  just  an¬ 
nounced  at  Sail  Expo  in  Atlantic  City,  was 
the  Viper  640.  This  is  a  sweet  sailing  boat 
whose  builder  and  designer,  Brian  Bennett, 
has  done  a  good  job  of  sorting  out  the  details 
before  bringing  the  product  to  the  market.  At 
just  over  21  feet  long,  this  3-person  boat 
would  be  an  easy  transition  for  big  boat 
sailors  who  want  a  high  performance  day- 
sailor. 

"Our  panel  selects  winners  in  five 
categories,  then  picks  the  overall  winner  for 
the  boat  that  best  exemplifies  its  category. 
The  Viper  won  in  the  One  Design  category. 
Northern  California  was  well  represented  by 
the  WylieCat  17,  which  won  in  the  day- 
sailor  group.  Other  winners  were  the  Trifoiler 
in  multihulls,  the  Henderson  30  in  sport- 
boats,  and  the  J/160  as  the  rendezvous 
racer." 

When  not  gallivanting  around  at  boat 
shows  or  cruising  across  oceans  (see  Cruise 
Notes),  Carl  is  still  busy  designing  boats.  One 
of  his  latest  projects  is  for  the  East  Bay’s 
Steve  and  Susan  Chamberlin,  who  have 
raced  and  cruised  their  Express  37  Melange 
extensively.  The  Chamberlins  have  ordered 
a  fast  cruiser  which  will  begin  construction  at 
Ian  Franklin’s  yard  in  Christchurch,  NZ,  this 
month  (the  same  yard  recently  built  Recid¬ 
ivist).  Design  #52,  as  it  is  presently  known, 
will  be  46  feet  long  and  displace  18,300 
pounds. 

The  new  boat  is  a  development  of  Heart 
of  Gold  —  in  fact,  the  Chamberlins  sent 
preliminary  drawings  to  globetrotters  Jim 
and  Sue  Corenman  to  critique.  The  rig  will 
be  fractional  with  swept-back  spreaders,  with 
kites  and  reaching  sails  flying  from  the 
masthead.  Completion  is  slated  for  late  ’97 
—  look  for  the  boat  to  grace  the  Bay  in  early 
’98  before  heading  West  in  the  Pacific  Cup. 

Around  the  Bay:  Just  nine  skippers 
braved  the  rain  and  cold  on  January  12  to 
sail  in  the  Lake  Merritt  SC  Midwinters. 
After  three  races,  winners  were  Bob  Hrubes 
(El  Toros),  Dan  Ouellet  (sloops)  and  Jimmy 
Kearney  (big  catboats).  .  .  'Downsizing'  has 
struck  the  Leukemia  Cup  Regatta  on 
Memorial  Day  Wetekend  as  well  as  the  Brut 
Cup.  The  Leukemia  event  will  still  occur  at 
other  more  profitable  venues  around  the 
country,  while  Brut  has  pulled  the  plug  on 
their  entire  series  (how  do  you  top  Russell 
Coutts’s  performance  last  year  anyway?). 
According  to  StFYC  race  officials,  both 
regattas  will  probably  occur  in  some  "cheap¬ 
er  and  more  user-friendly"  incarnation.  If 
there  is  a  match  race  series  to  replace  the 
Brut  Cup,  it  will  likely  involve  J/24s  using  the 
equalized  Nations  Cup  sails.  .  .  Meanwhile, 
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look  for  announcements  any  day  on  new 
sponsors  for  both  the  former  Trimble/ 
North  Regatta  and  Sailing  World’s  excel¬ 
lent  NOOD  regattas. 

The  Latitude  curse  strikes  again:  After 
receiving  some  positive^  press  last  month, 


High  Risk  stumbled  to  a  DNF  in  Golden 
Gate  YC’s  third  midwinter  race,  held 
during  a  wind  drought  on  January  4.  Maybe 
we  jinxed  the  whole  series,  as  only  three 
boats  managed  to  finish  before  the  time 
limit.  Bob  and  Joan  Musor’s  J/130  Sceptre 
took  the  bullet,  followed  by  blissful 
newlywed  Mike  Ratiani  with  his  ll:Metre 
Ronstan,  and  Dave  and  Jackie  Liggett’s  N/M 
39  JackRabbit.  The  rest  of  the  60-some  boats 
in  the  fleet  threw  in  the  towel  after  failing  to 


get  around  the  first  mark,  Blossom  Rock, 
against  a  raging  ebb.  Race  officials  are  even 
now  consulting  the  Seaweed  Soup  Trophy 
deed  of  gift  to  determine  how  this  turn  of 
events  affects  the  scoring  for  that  overall 
prize. 


A  whole  lot  of  Heart:  Steve  and  Susan  Chamber¬ 
lain's  new  Schumacher  46  begins  construction  in 
New  Zealand  this  month. 


Deep  in  the  heart  of  Texas:  Robert  Harf  s 
Melges  24  Bones  ( ex-Far  Side )  appears  to 
have  met  an  untimely  demise  en  route  to 
Key  West  Race  Week  in  mid-January.  Crew¬ 
member  Artie  Means  of  San  Diego  was  doing 
a  solo  delivery,  running  out  in  front  of  a 
three-boat  Melgi  convoy  consisting  of  Craig 


Levin  and  Jessica  Lord,  when  he  land- 
broached  on  a  patch  of  black  ice  a  few 
hundred  miles  west  of  Houston.  The  Subur¬ 
ban  he  was  driving  rolled  360°,  rudely 
hurtling  Bones  off  its  trailer.  Means  was 
found  unconscious,  but  fortunately  came  to 
unhurt. 

Bones,  however,  may  be  terminal  —  the 
mast  and  keel  were  broken,  the  hull/deck 
joint  tweaked,  and  the  hull  was  punctured  in 
several  places.  Three  other  Bay  Area  boats 
managed  to  arrive  at  Key  West  intact  — 
Margaret  Gokey’s  B-25  Bloodvessel  and  a 
pair  of  Melgi,  Don  Jesberg’s  Casey  Jones 
and  Jessica  Lord’s  Twist  &  Shout.  Late  word 
is  that  272  boats  answered  the  starting  guns 
on  the  first  day  of  Yachting’s  popular  Key 
West  Race  Week. 

There  would  have  been  a  few  more,  but 
one  boat  sank  on  the  delivery  (the  Kiwi  70 
Peregrine  after  her  keel  fell  off),  two  were 
dismasted  beforehand  (including  the  Corel 
45  Moxie,  which  Gary  Jobson  and  John 
Kostecki  were  scheduled  to  sail  on)  and 
others  suffered  unrepairable  gear  damage  in 
the  windy  feeder  race  from  Fort  Lauderdale. 
Look  for  all  the  gossip  from  Florida,  as  well 
as  a  report  on  the  ever-popular  SSS  Three 
Bridge  Fiasco,  in  next  month’s  issue. 


NEW  SPINNAKERS 
REPAIRS,  RECUTS 
ON  ALL  SAILS 
CANVAS  WORK 


Dealer  for 


Musto  Weather  Gear 
ATN  Spinnaker  Sock 

SPINNAKER  SHOP 

921  E.  CHARLESTON 
PALO  ALTO,  CA  94303 

415  858*1544 


SPINNAKER  SHOP  IS  A  DIVISION  OF  PRECISION  TECHNICAL  SEWING  INC. 


★  Easy  Access  from  Marin  and  the  East  Bay 

★  Dry  Boat  Storage  Available  —  Ready  for  summer 

★  FREE  24  Hour  Double  Wide  Launch  Ramp 

★  Berths  Available  26'  to  70' 

★  Restaurant  and  General  Store  Within  Walking  Distance 

★  24  Hour  Security 

J  Home  of  the 

★  Laundry  Room  Marina  Bay 

★  Storage  Lockers  Available  Yacht  Club 


Free  Day  Use  Guest  Berthing 

Visit,  drink  and  dine  at  the  fabulous 
waterfront  Salute  restaurant! 

Guest  docks  on  "G"  Dock  adjacent  to  harbormaster's  office. 


1340  Marina  Way  South,  Richmond,  California  94804 
Richmond  Marina  Bay  Harbormaster 

-Call  Today  (510)  236-1013  - 
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PRELIMINARY  ANNOUNCEMENT 
ACAPULCO-MANILA  GALLEON  COMMEMORATIVE  REGATTA-1998 

organised  by  the 

Manila  Yacht  Club 

and 

Club  de  Yates  de  Acapulco 

in  conjunction  with  the 

1998  PHILIPPINE  CENTENNIAL  INDEPENDENCE  CELEBRATION 

sponsored  by  the 

National  Centennial  Commission 


The  entrance  to  Manila  Bay  with  Sangley  Point  at  right  and  Intramuros  in  the  back. 

Circa  1500 

/ 

Starts  from  Acapulco  on  the  1st  week  of  March ,  1998 
Arrives  in  Manila  on  the  4th  week  of  May,  1998 
Intermediate  stops:  Honolulu ,  Guam ,  Mactan-Cebu 
Preliminary  Notice  of  Race  will  he  issued  in  May ,  1997 
Interested  yachts ,  mono/multi  hulls ,  racers  &  cruisers ,  minimum  40  ft may  send  their 

inquiries  to  the: 

Manila  Yacht  Club :  Fax(632) 521 -6434;Tel(632) 526-7868  Manila,  Philippines 
Club  de  Yates  de  Acapulco:  Fax(52-74)  822-83 6;Tel(52- 74)  823-877  Acapulco ,  Mexico 
Yacht  Racing  Association:  Fax(41 5)771-0 144;Tel(41 5)771-9500  San  Francisco,  CA  USA 
Southern  California  Yachting  Association:  Fax(3 10)43 8-865 6;Tel(3 10)433-7426  Long  Beach, CA  USA 
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CHANGES 


With  reports  this  month  from  Melissa  in  La  Paz  on  a  dinghy  theft  and  Sea 
of  Cortez  Sailing  Week;  from  Nepenthe  on  day-to-day  life  on  a  long  passage; 
from  Rise  &  Shine  on  the  tribulations  on  trying  to  get  from  the  southwest 
Caribbean  to  the  northeast  Caribbean;  from  Trick  on  getting  a  late  start  to 
Mexico;  from  Wlldfloiver  on  the  continuing  excitement  Down  Under;  from  \ 
Gumhoot  on  the  heartbreak  of  not  being  celebrities;  from  Hae  Twen  on 
enjoying  the  "soft"  Caribbean;  and  Cruise  Notes. 


Melissa  —  Spindrift  43 

Pepe  &  Sue  Maxwell 

Sailing  Week  &  Such 

(Seattle) 

Here  we  are  in  La  Paz  when  we  should 
be  in  Z-town!  This  is  the  first  time  in  three 
years  of  cruising  that  we’ve  had  a 
breakdown  prevent  us  from  getting  to  our 
planned  destination.  The  problem?  Our 
waterlift  muffler  and  above-waterline 
vacuum  break  were  both  original  equipment 
—  meaning  Taiwanese  stainless  steel.  After 
15  years  they  simply  gave  out.  Lucky  we 
were  in  a  place  where  it  was  easy  to  have 
them  repaired. 

We’re  now  back  in  business  and  will  be 
leaving  for  Puerto  Vallarta  soon.  Our 
daughter  Molly  will  be  doing  the  Del  Rey  to 
Puerto  Vallarta  Race  aboard  Obsession,  a 
mini-maxi  from  Seattle,  so  we  hope  to  renew 
family  ties  with  her.  Pepe  thinks  he  secured 
a  ride  aboard  Taxi  Dancer  for  the  MEXORC, 
which  follows  immediately  after  the  P.V. 
Race.  But  since  arrangements  were  made  for 
the  berth  in  the  wee  hours  at  Squid  Roe 
about  a  year  ago,  it  may  not  be  all  that  firm. 

We  also  hope  to  be  in  Puerto  Vallarta  in 
time  to  organize  a  Full  Moon  Party  on  the 
23rd  at  'Club  Rock'  in  La  Cruz.  Pepe  and  I 
have  been  playing  a  lot  of  music  lately  — 
Thursday  jams  at  Barba  Negra’s  —  and  are 
hoping  to  find  some  more  pickers  in  the 
fleet. 

While  walking  on  the  mogote  in  La  Paz  at 
sunset,  we  had  our  dinghy  stolen.  We  were 


Participants  in  the  '96  Sea  of  Cortez  Sailing  Week 
engage  in  some  the  typically  bizarre  activities. 
Not  to  worry,  it  only  appears  scandalous. 


within  a  mile  of  where  we  'parked'  it  on  the 
beach  when  we  saw  it  motoring  away  from 
us  —  in  the  company  of  a  14-ft  runabout! 
Naturally,  we’d  left  the  'key'  in  it,  as  we’ve 
never  worried  about  it  getting  stolen.  We 
suppose  that  was  about  as  stupid  as  putting 
a  'Free  Dinghy'  sign  in  the  dink. 

Thanks  to  Neil  Shroyer  of  Marina  de  La 
Paz,  our  dinghy  was  recovered  that  evening. 
I  can’t  say  enough  about  the  Shroyers,  who 
are  the  first  class  folks  running  the  'tight  ship' 
at  their  Marina  de  La  Paz.  We’re  so  grateful 
to  Neil,  who  provided  transportation  to  the 
Federal  Police  Station  to  fill  out  paperwork, 
served  as  our  interpreter,  took  us  back  to  the 
Police  Station  the  next  day  to  arrange  the 
dinghy  retrieval,  and  helped  us  deal  with  the 
police.  By  the  way,  our  experience  with  the 
police  was  positive. 

We  also  want  to  thank  the  cruisers  who 
heard  our  APB  about  the  theft.  Immediately 
after,  there  were  dinghies  all  over  the  bay 
searching  for  oUr  dink.  We  also  want  to 
thank  the  folks  on  land,  who  manned 
strategic  points  on  the  waterfront  looking  for 
the  thieves  to  come  ashore.  Most  of  all,  we 
want  to  remind  other  cruisers  to  lock  their 
dinghies. 

Now  to  the  real  point  of  this  missive:  Sea 
of  Cortez  Sailing  Week  '97.  To  remind 
everyone,  it  starts  in  La  Paz  on  Saturday, 
April  19  with  the  Opening  Ceremonies.  The 
next  day  the  fleet  races  —  if  they  want  —  out 
to  Caleta  Partida.  That  evening  the  beach 
activities  kick  off  with  a  get  acquainted 
potluck  at  which  time  the  King  and  Queen 
will  be  crowned.  Some  of  the  other 
outstanding  events  of  the  week  will  include: 
chili  cookoff,  Sailing  Week  Olympics,  dessert 
contest,  dinghy  races,  volleyball  competition, 
men’s  and  women’s  bikini  contests,  dinghy- 
in  movies,  beer  belly  contests,  over-the-line 
baseball,  live  music  on  the  beach,  and  much 
more.  Oh  yeah,  there  will  also  be  some 
sailboat  racing.  But  if  you  don’t  want  to  race, 
there’s  still  plenty  of  reason  to  join  us. 

Yes,  the  anchorage  will  be  packed  with 
raucous  gringos  primed  to  have  a  good  time. 
Yes,  there  will  be  so  many  things  to  do  that 
you’ll  have  to  plan  your  time  carefully.  But 
isn’t  this  what  you’ve  all  been  waiting  for  — 
the  ultimate  cruiser  party?  If  so,  please  join 
us. 


Here  are  some  tips  for  first-timers:  1) 
Stock  your  boat  with  anything  and 
everything  you  might  possibly  need  for  the 
week,  keeping  in  mind  the  chili  cookoff,  the 
dessert  contests,  the  three  potlucks,  and  the 
many  beverages  you’ll  need.  Last  year  an 
enterprising  young  Mexican  sold  beef  and 
stuff  on  the  beach,  but  we  can’t  be  sure  he’ll 
be  back  this  year.  2)  Show  up  with  a  great 
attitude.  There’ll  be  lots  of  boats  in 
attendance,  so  accept  the  fact  that  some 
doo-doo  will  happen.  In  addition,  the  wind 
can  really  hoot  through  the  anchorage,  both 
from  the  head  of  the  anchorage  during  the 
day  and  from  the  opposite  direction  at  night. 
3)  In  addition  to  a  good  attitude,  bring  your 
participatory  skills,  because  the  fun  comes 
from  everybody  wanting  to  be  a  part  of  the 
activities.  So  be  ready  to  play  hard  during 
the  day  and  to  party  hearty  at  night! 

—  pepe  &  sue  1/15/97 

Nepenthe  —  Folkes  39 
Tom  Scott 
Across  The  Pacific 
(Menlo  Park) 

[Editor’s  note:  This  is  Part  II  of  a  Changes 
that  began  in  the  December  issue.  In  the  first 


Shoreside  action  at  last  year's  Sea  of  Cortez 
Sailing  Week.  The  couple  aboard  'Emma  Rose', 
center,  were  the  Cruising  Division  champs. 

part,  circumnavigator  Scott  left  Z-toum  and 
already  spent  12  days  at  sea  on  his 
singlehanded  passage  to  the  Marquesas. 
What  follows  is  a  continuation  of  his  day-to- 
day  reflections.  ] 

March  24  —  The  sea  is  pretty  lumpy 
again,  but  all  things  considered,  Nepenthe  is 
making  fair  progress.  Although  comfortable 
and  well-behaved,  she  is  a  slow  boat.  I  gave 
her  the  nickname  Miss  Piggy  long  ago. 

Last  night  I  discovered  a  spectacular 
comet  right  near  the  Big  Dipper.  It’s  so  grand 
that  I  thought  I  would  have  heard  something 
on  the  radio,  but  there’s  been  nary  a  word. 
The  tail,  as  long  as  the  Dipper’s  ’handle',  is  a 
very  bright  salmon  color  with  green  'fingers' 
toward  the  hehd.  It’s  much  more  spectacular 
than  the  one  that  got  so  much  publicity  a  few 
years  back. 

March  25  —  Winds  at  20  knots  from  the 
NNE  are  driving  Nepenthe  at  a  good  speed 
—  118  miles  yesterday.  Other  than  that,  it 
hasn’t  been  a  good  day.  Morning  inspection 
revealed  that  the  jib  had  torn.  Worse,  there 
was  a  lot  of  water  in  the  sump.  I  changed 


headsails  first,  lest  the  tear  get  any  larger. 
Then  I  went  down  to  look  at  the  worrisome 
bilge  problems. 

The  first  discovery  was  that  it  was  oil 
rather  than  water!  It  turned  out  to  be  fresh 
oil,  so  it  couldn’t  have  come  from  the 
engine.  Besides,  I  haven’t  run  the  motor 
since  leaving  Mexico.  Soon  I  discovered  that 
one  of  the  plastic  oil  containers  had 
ruptured,  leaking  all  over  the  place.  So  I 
spent  the  morning  on  a  messy  clean-up 
project.  / 

I  spent  the  afternoon  sitting  on  the 
foredeck  patching  the  two-foot  rip  in  the 
genoa.  Before  I  was  done,  one  finger  was 
bloody  from  sticking  it  repeatedly  with  the 
sail  needle.  Sewing  on  a  rolling  deck  is  a 
wonderful  task  for  masochists. 

The  wind  held  all  afternoon,  and  if  it 
continues  we  should  do  better  than  120 
miles  tomorrow.  I  changed  headsails  back  to 
the  newly  patched  genoa  and  put  a  reef  in 
the  main  just  before  sunset.  We  seem  to  be 
doing  all  right  and  Nepenthe  is  happy. 

March  25  —  It  was  a  little  cloudy  today, 
and  in  the  afternoon  the  wind  shifted  to  the  ^ 
east  a  bit  and  was  gusting  to  25  knots  or  so.  § 
I  don’t  have  any  instruments,  so  '25'  —  and  e 
all  the  other  numbers  I  give  —  are  just  a  m 
guess.  My  windvane  doesn’t  like  gusty  wind,  E 
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so  I  dropped  the  main  and  put  the  genoa  out 
on  a  pole.  Nepenthe  seemed  to  like  the 
arrangement,  tracking  better  without  losing 
any  boat  speed. 

I  think  sailing  is  as  simple  and  elemental 
as  life  can  be.  There  is  you,  your  boat,  the 
sea,  and  the  weather.  That’s  all.  Absent  are 
so  many  of  the  pressures  that  drive  modern 
life,  factors  that  create  confusion  and 
uncertainty,  and  sometimes  warp  our  views. 
When  sailing,  the  time  frame  is  always 
immediate.  How  we  will  sail  tomorrow  is 
tomorrow’s  problem.  Perhaps  for  this  reason 
it  seems  easier  to  take  joy  in  the  little  things 
—  a  school  of  flying  fish,  the  day’s  sunrise 
and  sunset,  the  endless  variety  of  colors  in 
the  sea  and  sky  —  and  not  be  distracted  by 
inner  turmoil,  conflicts,  or  the  missing  pieces 
of  our  lives.  And  in  sailing  there  are  some 
inflexible  rules.  In  the  final  analysis,  success 
in  sailing  is  almost  assured  if  you  keep  the 
saltwater  on  the  outside  of  your  boat. 

March  27  —  Lordy,  yet  another  decent 
day  —  128  miles.  It’s  still  a  little  lumpy  and 
overcast,  too.  It’s  hard  to  make  the  ritual 
morning  coffee  when  Mother  Nature  keeps 
trying  to  spill  the  boiling  water  from  the  pot. 
Making  the  evening  meal  is  no  joy  either, 
although  I  wouldn’t  call  it  a  thrilling 
experience  —  even  in  port.  What  will  it  be, 
the  Captain’s  Surprise  or  the  Can-over? 

The  last  couple  of  mornings  I’ve  found  a 
few  dead  things  on  deck.  How  awful  to 
perish  in  the  middle  of  the  night.  There  you 
are  swimming  along  and  all  of  the  sudden 
WHAM  —  you’re  on  the  deck  of  this  steel 
thing.  Most  of  the  casualties  are  flying  fish, 
but  I’ve  found  a  few  squid,  too.  One  might 
have  been  a  jellyfish  before  it  hit  the  cabin. 
And  no,  I  haven’t  eaten  any  of  these 

Tom  Scott  and  'Nepenthe'  in  French  Polynesia. 
Even  after  a  circumnavigation,  Scott  enjoys  his 
time  at  sea  as  much  as  he  does  making  landfalls. 


CHANGES 


disgusting,  stiff  corpses.  Thor  Heyerdahl  did 
aboard  Kon-Tiki,  but  he  was  Scandinavian 
and  they’ll  eat  all  manner  of  revolting  things. 
Speaking  of  which,  a  report  on  the  radio  says 
that  seal  pups  are  back  on  the  menus  of 
restaurants  in  Oslo. 

March  28  —  Nepenthe  is  still  doing  fine 
under  genoa,  staysail,  and  single  reefed 
main.  We  had  our  best  day’s  run  so  far:  137 
miles.  Whoop-de-doo!!  That's  pretty  good 
for  my  old  girl  and  I’m  proud  of  her. 

We  just  had  a  marvelous  sunset,  with 
brilliant  orange  and  red  spread  out  all  across 
the  sky.  It  was  a  magnificent,  magical 
conflagration,  as  the  colors  shifted,  flared, 
reached  out,  then  receded  and  flared.  The 
ocean  was  alive  with  color  like  the  sea  fire  in 
the  Scandinavian  stories.  After  a  few  minutes 
there  were  only  embers  glowing  on  the 
horizon,  but  it  seemed  as  though  the  sparks 
rose  and  hung  in  the  air  and  became  stars  as 
the  darkness  overtook  us.  Glorious! 

Though  we  had  good  wind,  it  was  cloudy 
and  rained  nearly  all  day.  It  wasn’t  an 
isolated  squall,  which  are  common  around 
here,  but  some  kind  of  system  with  a  fair 
wind  out  of  the  north.  Needless  to  say,  it  was 
a  perfect  opportunity  for  a  fresh  water 
shower.  It’s  wonderful  to  feel  clean  again. 
The  thing  I  haven’t  figured  out  is  how  to  turn 
the  water  off  when  I’m  finished. 

March  29  — The  wind  slackened  around 
mid-day  and  Nepenthe  is  back  under  all  sail 
and  headed  southwest.  We  are  now  just  over 
halfway  to  Hiva  Oa.  I  hope  the  second  half 
of  the  voyage  is  a  lot  faster  than  the  first. 
We’ve  been  averaging  about  120  miles  a  day 
for  the  past  week,  and  so  should  make 
landfall  in  less  than  two  weeks.  I  could  really 
use  a  cold  beer. 

I  ran  the  engine  for  a  few  hours  today  — 
just  for  the  hell  of  it  and  to  top  off  the 
batteries.  I  don’t  reckon  they  were  all  that 
low  because  I  put  the  solar  panels  in  the 
cockpit  most  days.  Between  the  two  panels, 
we  make  enough  electricity  to  compensate 
for  my  modest  use. 

March  30  —  It’s  a  beautiful  clear  day,  the 
first  in  a  while.  The  wind  has  lightened  some, 
down  to  10-15  from  the  northeast,  and  the 
sea  sparkles  with  a  million  diamonds. 
Nepenthe  reaches  southeast  under  all  sail 
and  is  very  happy. 

The  'voices'  are  back.  It’s  like  the  babble 
of  a  party  just  out  of  hearing;  the  voices  can 
be  heard  but  not  the  words.  It  seems  that  if  I 
could  just  concentrate  a  little  harder,  I  could 
understand  what  they’re  saying.  Those  who 
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It's  very  old  news,  but  good  news  nonetheless.  Last  May  24-26,  the  Hidden  Port  YC  of  Puerto 
Escondido  Baja  held  their  First  Apnual  Loreto  Fest.  Activities  included  a  shore  clean  up  —  see  photo 
spread — around  Puerto  Escondido,  competition  in  fishing,  volleyball,  and  horseshoes,  and  all  kinds 
of  other  fun.  Seventeen  merchants  from  Loreto  donated  prizes.  The  Hidden  Port  YC  has  383  members 
and  the  motto:  " Always  Leave  A  Clean  Wake".  Say,  isn't  that  the  motto  of  the  Seven  Seas  Cruising 
Association ? 


have  made  camp  along  a  mountain  stream 
have  probably  heard  them  too:  many  voices, 
little  bursts  of  laughter,  a  rare  understood 
word.  I  listen  but  cannot  understand.  In  that 
way,  it’s  sort  of  like  trying  to  read  philosophy 
or  listen  to  a  political  speech. 

March  31  —  The  winds  have  lightened 
further,  perhaps  because  we’re  approaching 
the  InterTropical  Convergence  Zone  (ITCZ), 
where  the  winds  of  the  two  hemispheres 
meet  and  mix.  It’s  an  area  of  mostly  light 
winds  and  isolated  squalls  —  which  have 
been  around  us  all  day  today.  Strangely, 
none  of  the  squalls  have  passed  directly  over 
us.  I  shortened  sail  at  sunset  'just  in  case'.  I 
dislike  having  to  shorten  sail  in  the  middle  of 
the  night,  so  in  an  area  of  unpredictable 
winds  such  as  these,  I  reduce  sail  before 
dark. 

April  1  —  April  Fool’s  Day.  It  rained  a 
good  part  of  the  night,  and  to  my  chagrin  the 
forward  hatch  that  I  rebuilt  last  year  has 
sprung  a  leak.  I’m  miffed  that  I  didn’t  do  a 
better  job. 

It  was  dead  calm  this  afternoon  for  a  few 
hours,  and  I  took  the  opportunity  to  drop  all 
sails  and  halyards.  There  were  a  few  minor 
problems,  but  all  were  easily  fixed.  By  the 
time  the  breeze  returned,  we  were  all  set  to 
go  again.  The  forward  hatch  has  a  plastic 


garbage  bag  cover  on  it.  My,  how  elegant! 

This  afternoon  there  was  a  ship  on  the 
horizon  to  the  north,  the  first  I’d  seen  in  a 
couple  of  weeks.  I  called  him  on  the  VHF 
radio  but  got  no  answer. 

April  2  —  It  was  a  dark  and  squally  day. 
Between  the  squalls,  there  is  no  wind.  I’m 
sure  I’m  in  the  ITCZ  now.  I’ve  had  reefs  in 
and  out  of  the  main  all  day  long,  and  a 
couple  of  times  dropped  all  sail  because  the 
wind  in  the  squalls  was  so  strong.  Good 
exercise,  I  suppose.  I  got  out  all  the  buckets 
and  collected  fresh  water.  We  aren’t  short  of 
water  in  the  tanks,  but  fresh  rainwater  tastes 
better. 

There  was  quite  a  bit  of  lightning  in  the 
clouds  overhead,  and  once  I  saw  a  strike  on 
the  water  a  couple  of  miles  away.  Lightning’s 
always  a  worry,  especially  in  the  age  of 
modern  electronics  when  one  bolt  could 
wipe  everything  out.  So  I  disconnected  all 
the  exterior  antennas  and  power  leads, 
hoping  it  might  help.  I’ve  heard  reports 
about  boats  that  have  been  hit  and  the 
opinion  is  mixed.  Some  say  lightning  fried 
everything  even  though  they  disconnected 
all  the  antennas  and  power  leads.  Other  say 
that  they  only  lost  antennas. 

April  3  —  The  squalls  eased  some  during 
the  night,  .w^ith  Nepenthe  sailing  under 
double-reefed  main  and  working  jib.  But 
shame  on  me  this  morning  as  I  wasn’t 
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watching  what  was  happening  outside  while 
1  made  coffee.  Before  I  knew  it,  the  wind  had 
gone  from  maybe  5  knots  to  'much  too 
much'.  The  change  was  so  abrupt  that  it  was 
as  though  someone  had  thrown  a  switch. 

1  fought  my  way  forward  against  the 
screaming  wind  and  dropped  the  jib  — 
which  was  now  badly  torn,  of  course.  That 
brought  Nepenthe  a  bit  more  upright  and 
allowed  me  the  luxury  of  tying  down  the  sail 
without  having  to  fight  to  stay  on  the  boat.  I 
untied  and  hoisted  the  staysail,  which  made 
us  even  more  stable,  then  returned  to  the 
galley  to  clean  up  the  coffee  grounds.  Ten 
minutes  later  we  were  on  the  back  side  of  the 
squall  and  it  was  dead  calm  again. 

I  later  changed  headsails  and  spent  most 
of  the  day  sewing  my  little  heart  out  while 
Nepenthe  sailed  along  under  the  genoa, 
staysail,  and  double-reefed  main.  I  did, 
however,  try  to  keep  a  better  eye  out  for 
squalls.  We  didn’t  get  pasted  again. 

April  4  —  This  morning  Nepenthe  crossed 
the  equator  at  129°12'  West  longitude.  I 
made  an  executive  decision  to  hold  in 
abeyance  the  captain’s  policy  of  no  alcohol 
at  sea.  So  I  broke  out  the  rum  and  poured  a 
tot  overboard  for  the  sea  gods.  By  the  way, 

1  had  a  stiff  one  myself.  Rules  be  damned  — 
it  tasted  good! 

We  are  now  800  miles  out  of  Hiva  Oa,  so 
perhaps  we  have  another  week  to  go.  I 


finished  my  jib  repair  job  this  afternoon,  but 
decided  to  leave  the  genoa  up  as  the  squalls 
seem  to  have  eased.  It’s  still  cloudy,  but 
more  uniformly  so.  The  wind  came  up  from 
the  ESE  at  15  knots,  a  sign  that  we  may  be 
past  the  worst  of  the  ITCZ.  I  hope  so. 

April  5  —  It  was  cloudy  and  rained  most 
of  the  day.  The  rain  isn’t  all  that  bad,  as  it’s 
warm  and  washes  all  the  salt  off  the  deck.  By 
afternoon  the  wind  was  a  steady  15  knots 
and  Nepenthe  was  reaching  under  a  single 
reefed  main  and  headsails. 

April  6  —  The  sea  birds  come  out  at 
night,  appearing  as  a  flash  of  black  against 
black.  When  it’s  calm  you  can  hear  them  call 
out  in  passing.  They  live  out  here,  returning 
to  land  only  for  their  annual  mating.  There 
hasn’t  been  a  day  on  this  passage  without  a 
bird  of  some  sort,  and  usually  many  are 
around.  They  seem  to  be  attracted  to 
Nepenthe’s  wake,  but  I  don’t  have  any  idea 
why  —  save  that  it  looks  different  than  the 
surrounding  ocean. 

The  wind  has  been  fair,  sending 
Nepenthe  along  with  the  muted  roar  of  her 
bow  wave,  which  to  me  is  rhythmical  and 
comforting.  That  sound  is,  I  suppose,  a  sign 
of  progress  toward  our  landfall.  It  matters 
less  to  me  where  we  are  headed  at  any  given 
moment  than  whether  or  not  we  are  moving. 
Thanks  to  the  wind  and  Nepenthe,  we  are 
moving  with  —  it  seems  to  me  —  some 
nearly  sublime  grace,  the  movement  and 
change  being  the  eternal  face  of  the  sea. 

April  7  —  What  a  spectacularly  lovely 
day!  A  bright  blue  sky  above  the  sapphire, 
diamond-studded  sea.  Surprisingly  cool,  too. 

It  occurs  to  me  that  I  haven’t  seen  or 
spoken  to  anyone  in  nearly  a  month.  Writing 
these  little  paragraphs  has  been  my  only 
attempt  at  communication.  It  is  difficult  for 
me  to  know  what  to  write,  as  so  much  of  this 
existence  is  raw  sensory  input,  random 
thoughts,  and  little  ideas  —  for  me  an 
inexpressible  experience.  How  can  I  tell  you 
of  the  colors  of  the  sea  and  sky,  much  less 
the  joy  and  pleasure  they  give  to  me?  Maybe 
a  poet  could  find  the  words,  but  I  can’t. 

April  8  —  Five  fishing  boats  today.  They 
were  all  around  us.  I  remember  seeing  the 
design  before;  it’s  Korean,  I  think.  They  hunt 
in  packs;  if  there’s  one  around,  there  are 
bound  to  be  others  in  the  neighborhood.  I 
left  them  behind  late  this  afternoon,  though 
I  can  still  see  the  loom  of  their  working  lights 
over  the  horizon. 


It  was  overcast  most  of  the  day,  and  I 
think  it’s  odd  that  there’s  been  so  much 
cloud  cover  these  past  weeks.  I  miss  seeing 
the  stars  at  night.  The  southern  hemisphere 
sky  is  quite  spectacular,  with  many  more 
stars  than  are  visible  in  the  north. 

April  9  —  Squalls  were  on  us  all  day  long, 
some  with  strong  winds  and  some  with  light 
winds.  The  seas  were  bigger  and  chaotic, 
which  made  it  hard  to  cook.  We  have  can- 
overs,  which  are  —  as  you  might  recall  —  a 
can  of  something  over  a  can  of  something 
else. 

I  do  have  something  of  a  daily  routine. 
Around  first  light,  I  make  coffee  and  listen  to 
the  news  on  the  radio.  There  are  quite  a  few 
stations  to  chose  from:  BBC,  VOA,  and  the 
national  radio  stations  of  Australia,  New 
Zealand,  Canada,  Germany  and  the 
Netherlands.  The  latter  two  have  good 
English  language  broadcasts.  There  is  also 
the  Christian  Science  Monitor,  which  is  now 
known  as  Public  Radio  International. 

After  news  and  coffee  comes  inspection, 
when  I  wander  aimlessly  around  the  boat 
looking  for  things  to  fix,  and  consigning  to 
the  depths  the  remains  of  those  creatures 
who  have  wound  up  dead  on  deck.  I  check 
the  bilge  a  couple  of  times  every  day  for 
excess  saltwater. 

Later,  I  get  our  position  off  the  GPS, 
calculate  our  day’s  run,  make  the  log  entry, 
check  the  compass  course,  and  plot  the 
cufrent  position  on  the  chart.  It  may  sound 
like  a  bunch  of  stuff,  but  it’s  dead  simple  and 
only  take  a  few  minutes.  It  used  to  take  a  lot 
longer,  as  several  sun  sights  had  to  be  taken 
with  a  sextant  and  the  results  reduced  to 
yield  a  position.  The  whole  process  used  to 
take  up  to  a  couple  of  hours  each  day  —  and 


Tom  Scott  takes  a  break  from  splashing  on 
bottom  paint  at  Port  San  Luis,  'Nepenthe's'  last 
haulout  before  heading  across  the  Pacific. 
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sometimes  longer  if  you  had  to  wait  for  the 
sun  to  peek  out  from  behind  the  clouds.  I  am 
a  great  fan  of  GPS. 

Mornings  1  tidy  up  the  galley  from 
whatever  I’d  burned  for  dinner  the  previous 
evening,  and  straighten  up  the  cabin. 
Adjusting  sails,  putting  in  or  shaking  out 
reefs,  and  so  on,  can  be  done  whenever  the 
need  presents  itself,  day  or  night.  As  I 
mentioned  earlier,  I  much  prefer  to  do  sail 
handling  chores  during  the  day  when  I  can 
more  clearly  see  what’s  going  on. 

Come  evening,  it’s  news  time  again  and 
time  to  incinerate  dinner.  Following  dinner, 
I  sit  down  to  write  these  little  paragraphs. 

During  passages  such  as  this  one,  I  sleep 
on  and  off  both  during  the  day  and  night. 
About  the  only  time  1  stay  awake  consistently 
is  during  passages  along  coasts,  when  I’m 
about  to  make  landfall,  or  when  I  reckon 
there  is  shipping  or  fishing  in  the  area.  At 
night,  I  typically  get  up  about  every  hour  for 
a  quick  look  around.  I  do  it  more  often 
during  the  day. 

April  10  —  We  are  making  excellent 
speed  —  145  miles  yesterday  and  70  miles 
so  far  today.  It’s  cloudy  again,  but  the  wind 
is  fair  out  of  the  east  and  we  have  a  good 
current  helping  to  push  us  along. 

1  couldn’t  see  Hiva  Oa  at  sunset,  it’s  still  a 
little  too  far  away.  At  this  speed,  I  should  be 
able  to  see  it  clearly  at  sunrise.  By  then  we 
should  be  within  20  or  30  miles  of  Atuona, 
our  destination.  Even  without  the  GPS,  it’s 
evident  we  are  approaching  land  as  there  are 
many  more  sea  birds  around.  I’m  excited. 

April  11  —  Landfall!!! 


X 

As  the  sun  rose  this  morning,  the  island 
was  clearly  visible,  even  through  the 
considerable  haze.  What  a  wonderful  sight  as 
we  sailed  below  Hiva  Oa’s  towering  cliffs!  A 
rich,  fecund,  earthly  smell  wafted  out  over 
the  water,  and  I  could  see  a  million  shades  of 
greens  and  browns  —  quite  a  change  after  a 
month  at  sea. 

It  was  yet  another  squally  morning.  Just 
as  were  closing  with  Atuona’s  small  harbor, 
another  squall  hit  us,  blotting  out  any  sight 
of  the  island.  "So  what?"  I  thought,  "we’re 
here!"  I  went  forward  in  theJiard,  warm  rain 
and  dropped  Nepenthe’s  sails  on  the  deck.  I 
stood  there  smiling,  the  warm  rain  washing 
over  me.  The  squall  passed  in  a  few  minutes, 
and  we  motored  the  last  mile  or  so  into  the 
harbor.  Just  after  noon  local  time,  the 
anchor  was  down  and  set,  and  yours  truly 
was  avidly  sipping  on  a  can  of  great  Mexican 
beer.  God,  it  tasted  wonderful! 

I  think  it  was  the  seaman  and  author 
Joseph  Conrad  who  noted  that  a  successful 
voyage  was  any  which  ended  with  the 
captain  still  alive.  And  so  this  day-to-day 
account  of  a  31-day,  3,000-mile  passage 
ends  with  that  sweet  word:  'Success!' 

—  tom 


Rise  &  Shine  —  Ingrid  38 
Peter  &  Kate  Nlcolle 
Trudging  Toward  Tortola 
(Ventura) 

Mid-November  found  us  and  our  gaff- 
rigged  Ingrid  in  Cartagena,  Colombia.  Over 
beers  at  Norm’s  Club  Nautico  we  discussed 
future  cruising  plans  with  Gunter  and  Ingrid 
of  Our  Fair  Lady,  and  Paul  and  Diane  of 
Simba  I.  Once  our  three  boats  had  been  part 
of  a  relatively  large  group  of  cruising  boats 
on  the  Pacific  Coast  of  Costa  Rica,  but  all 
the  others  had  since  gone  off  in  other 
directions.  Now  the  three  of  us  had  the  same 
destination:  Tortola  in  the  British  Virgins  — 
about  750  miles  upwind  and  upcurrent. 

However,  we’d  all  decided  on  different 
routes  to  Tortola,  as  each  of  us  thought  we’d 
come  up  with  a  better  way  than  the  others  to 
escape  the  elements  along  what’s  called  'The 
Hard  Way'  in  Stone  &  Hays’  popular  cruising 
guide.  In  fact,  the  guide  says  the  very  best 
way  for  boats  in  the  southwestern  Caribbean 
to  get  to  Tortola  is  "as  deck  cargo  on  a 
freighter".  But  all  three  of  our  boats  had 
made  it  from  Colon  to  Colombia,  so  we 
foolishly  thought  the  worst  was  over. 

Paul  and  Diane  elected  to  flop  on 
starboard  tack  and  sail  north,  through  the 


Windward  Passage,  around  the  north  side  of 
Haiti  and  the  Dominican  Republic,  and  then 
on  to  Tortola.  That  certainly  would  be  the 
longest  way.  Gunter  and  Ingrid,  whose  boat 
has  a  large  engine  and  big  fuel  tanks, 
decided  they’d  power  straight  to  the  Virgins. 
Theirs  was  the  'rough  but  short'  strategy.  As 
for  ourselves,  we  planned  to  sail  along  the 
north  coast  of  South  America  to  Bonaire, 
then  head  north. 

We  had  an  easy  passage  to  Curasao, 
where  we  spent  several  days  enjoying 
Sarifundi’s  Marina  in  Spanish  Waters.  To  our 
surprise,  Curasao  turned  out  to  be  more  of  a 
cruising  crossroads  than  Panama.  Spanish 
Waters  was  filled  with  yachts  from  all  over 
the  world. 

When  hurricane  Marco  finally  decided 
which  way  to  go  —  he  spent  two  days 
moving  east!  —  we  thought  we  saw  the 
weather  window  we  needed  to  dash  north  to 
Tortola.  Indeed,  the  National  Weather 
Service  was  calling  for  southeast  winds  — 
very  unusual  —  of  10  to  15  knots.  Wow! 
This  meant  we  could  lay  St.  Croix  and  be  in 
Tortola  in  just  three  days! 

But  Lars,  who  runs  Sarifundi’s  Marina, 
warned  us  of  'feeder  winds',  which  are 
easterly  gales  that  he  claimed  would  follow 
in  Marco’s  track  for  several  days.  Lars 
cautioned  us  to  wait.  But  after  not  finding 
any  reference  to  'feeder  winds'  in  any  of  the 
cruising  guides,  we  ignored  Lars  and  went 
with  the  National  Weather  Service. 

For  two  days  the  National  Weather 
Service  was  right,  and  we  held  a  course  for 
St.  Croix.  Then  Lars’  'feeder  winds'  showed 
up.  We  put  in  two  reefs  and  got  headed  so 
much  we  were  lucky  to  be  laying  Ponce  on 


With  tradewind  breezes ,  blue  water,  white  sand 
beaches  —  and  protection  from  the  open  ocean 
—  Tortola  is  a  great  destination. 

the  south  coast  of  Puerto  Rico. 

Then  Lars  was  'really'  right.  Our  throat 
halyard  carried  away  and  with  a  storm  trysail 
in  place  of  the  reefed  main,  it  looked  like 
we’d  be  lucky  to  even  lay  Punta  Beata, 
Hispaniola  —  which  is  500  miles  to  leeward 
of  Tortola!  And  if  we  missed  Punta  Beata, 
we’d  be  blown  down  past  the  Dominican 
Republic  to  Jamaica  or  even  Cuba  —  neither 
of  which  we  had  charts  for.  Come  to  think  of 
it,  we  didn’t  even  have  charts  for  the  , 
Dominican  Republic!  What’s  more,  we’d 
heard  that  the  'DR'  wasn’t  yachtie  friendly. 

After  three  days  of  sailing,  it  looked  like 
we’d  be  able  to  make  the  DR’s  Bahia 
Calderas  before  sunset.  Stone  &  Hays 
describe  Calderas  as  affording  excellent 
shelter  and  being  easy  to  enter  even  without 
charts.  Perfect!  As  the  sun  dropped  low  on 
the  horizon,  we  entered  the  outer  bay  and 
could  see  the  calm  waters  of  the  inner  bay. 
We  were  looking  forward  to  a  hot  meal  and 
a  peaceful  night’s  sleep  when  we  heard  —  in 
Spanish  —  an  unfriendly  command  over  the 
VHF  radio:  "Sailboat  leave!" 

Kate,  fluent  in  Spanish,  replied  that  we 
had  damage,  were  tired,  and  the  weather 
was  bad. 

"Leave  now!"  the  voice  repeated. 

When  Kate  again  explained  that  we 
needed  to  make  repairs,  we  were  told,  "Then 
anchor  where  you  are."  The  only  problem 
was  that  we  were  in  100  feet  of  water. 

So  Peter  took  over  the  Mike,  and  in  less- 
than-perfect  Spanish  told  the  voice,  "It’s  too 
deep  to  anchor  here,  it’s  getting  dark,  the 


weather  is  bad,  and  like  it  or  not,  we’re 
coming  into  the  inner  bay." 

The  voice  we’d  been  speaking  with  didn’t 
like  this  one  damn  bit.  As  we  motored  into 
the  inner  bay,  Kate  watched  the  shore 
through  the  binoculars.  "They’ve  got  guns," 
she  shouted  suddenly,  "and  are  pointing 
them  at  us!"  Sure  enough,  a  handful  of 
soldiers  were  running  along  the  beach, 
waving  their  arms  in  the  air,  and  directing 
their  automatic  weapons  toward  us. 
Fortunately,  they  held  their  fire.  Minutes 
later  we  were  out  of  range  and  anchored  in 
the  inner  harbor. 

No  sooner  was  the  hook  set,  however, 
than  we  were  approached  by  a  launch  with 
three  heavily-armed  soldiers.  They  came 
alongside  and  demanded  our  papers  and  2 
searched  the  boat.  We  requested  24  hours  to 


'Rise  &  Shine'  made  it  from  Cartagena  to  Bonaire 
—  not  always  easy —  with  little  trouble.  Getting 
from  Bonaire  to  Tortola  was  a  different  story. 


repair  our  rigging.  They  told  us  the 
commander  of  the  naval  base,  who  would  be 
along  soon,  was  the  only  one  able  to  grant 
such  a  request  —  and  that  he  would 


IN  LATITUDES 


probably  demand  that  we  leave  immediately. 
Then  leaving  one  soldier  to  guard  us,  they 
took  off  in  search  of  the  commander. 

It  just  happened  to  be  Thanksgiving  Day, 
and  we’d  been  living  on  peanut  butter  and 
crackers  and  instant  soup  during  the  four 
days  of  the  'feeder  wind'  gales.  So  Kate  went 
below  to  prepare  a  real  meal.  Meanwhile, 
Martin,  our  guard,  and  I  kicked  back  in  the 
cockpit.  We  talked,  and  he  asked  lots  of 
questions  about  our  lifestyle,  home,  and 
family.  I  had  a  few  beers  while  he,  being  on 
duty,  stuck  with  fruit  juice.  We  sipped  our 
drinks  and  munched  honey  roasted  peanuts 
as  we  waited  for  the  base  commander. 

After  much  preparation,  our  Thanksgiving 
dinner  was  ready.  We  invited  Martin  to  join 
us,  and  he  accepted.  After  many  days  of 
rough  sailing  and  then  a  delicious  dinner,  we 
were  exhausted.  Kate  hit  the  sack  at  2200, 
and  we  told  Martin  he  could  use  the  pilot 
berth  whenever  he  felt  like  it. 

Half  an  hour  later,  we  heard  a  fishing 
launch  bump  our  hull.  Aboard  was  the 
commander,  looking  snappy  in  starched 
khaki,  and  a  small  complement  of  soldiers. 
After  the  commander  examined  our  papers 
and  the  damage  to  our  boat,  he  granted  us 
24  hours.  Martin,  who  was  now  very  much 
on  our  side,  told  the  commander  that  we 
also  needed  fuel  and  charts.  The  commander 
took  two  of  our  jerry  jugs  and  $30  U.S.  — 
which  was  all  the  U.S.  cash  we  had.  He  told 


Peter  and  Kate  got  blown  so  far  to  leeward  by 
'feeder  winds'  that  they  didn't  even  have  charts 
for  their  landfall.  They  still  managed. 


us  he’d  try  to  get  us  soipe  fuel,  but  didn’t 
have  much  hope  of  finding  charts. 

The  next  day  Kate  restored  order  down 
below  while  1  replaced  the  throat  halyard 
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tackle.  Late  in  the  afternoon,  the 
commander,  his  8-year-old  grandson, 
Martin,  and  a  small  squad  returned  to  our 
boat.  We  were  given  10  gallons  of  diesel,  but 
no  change  and  no  charts.  The  commander 
also  presented  us  with  a  despacio,  our 
official  permission  to  proceed.  Then 
everyone  sat  around  looking  expectantly  at 
Kate  and  1. 

"Marti",  the  commander  finally  said  to 
break  the  silence. 

"We  gave  you  all  we  had  last  night,"  Kate 
replied  in  Spanish.  The  commander  looked 
hurt. 

"No  dinero  —  mani,"  he  finally  said.  He 
didn’t  want  money,  he  wanted  man i  — 
whatever  that  was. 

"Remember  last  night,"  interjected  Martin. 
"Mani." 

We  finally  understood  —  mani  is  the 
Central  American  term  for  peanuts. 
Apparently  Martin  had  been  thoroughly 
debriefed  the  night  before,  right  down  to  the 
honey  roasted  peanuts.  Now  everybody 
wanted  them.  After  breaking  out  the  last  of 
the  honey  roasted  peanuts  and  some  fruit 
flavored  lifesavers,  the  Dominican  Navy  left 
with  smiles  on  their  faces. 

We  intended  our  next  stop  to  be  Boca 
Chica,  where  there  is  a  yacht  club,  but 
squalls  the  next  evening  reduced  visibility  to 
less  than  a  quarter  mile.  Feeling  helpless  on 
our  own,  we  decided  to  follow  a  parade  of 
coastal  freighters  into  the  commercial  harbor 
at  Haina.  It  turned  out  to  be  a  very  busy 
sugar  port,  and  ours  was  the  only  yacht  in 
the  harbor. 

Once  again,  the  Dominican  Navy  rushed 
to  our  'rescue'.  After  demanding  to  know 
what  the  heck  we  were  doing  there,  they 
insisted  that  we  spend  the  night  rafted  to  a 
gunboat  —  which  had  a  shotgun  toting 
soldier  atop  the  wheelhouse  and  another 
manning  a  .50  caliber  machine  gun  on  the 
foredeck.  They  claimed  to  be  guarding  us 
from  local  pirates,  but  in  reality  seemed  to  be 
guarding  us. 

We  were  given  another  despacio  the  next 
morning  and  sent  on  our  way.  A  couple  of 
hours  later  we  were  tacking  back  and  forth  in 
front  of  the  tricky  reef  at  Boca  Chica.  We 
were  so  close  that  we  could  see  the  yachts 
anchored  inside  the  beautiful  blue  lagoon, 
but  without  charts  or  anyone  entering  or 
leaving,  we  couldn’t  figure  out  how  to  get  in. 
Then  we  heard  a  friendly  voice  over  the 
VHF. 

"Rise  and  Shine,  this  is  Simba  It  was 


Paul!  Marco  had  blown  them  off  course  to 
Boca  Chica!  They  talked  us  in  through  the 
reef.  Soon  after  getting  the  hook  down,  we 
had  a  great  reunion  -  horror  story  -  swap 
session  at  the  yacht  club  bar.  We  were  soon 
joined  by  an  elderly  American  couple  who 
had  come  to  the  DR  18  years  ago  —  to  open 
a  whorehouse!  The  couple  was  wonderful  to 
us,  and  it  was  only  because  of  their 
patronage  that  we  were  allowed  to  stay  at 
the  yacht  club.  It  was  a  posh  club  where  the 
first  question  they  ask  is,  "How  soon  are  you 
leaving?" 

We  took  time,  however,  to  visit  Santo 
Domingo,  which  is  a  fascinating  city.  We 
toured  the  colonial  town,  viewing  the  oldest 
cathedral  in  the  New  World,  the  forts,  and 
Diego  Columbus’  (Christopher’s  brother) 
home.  We  celebrated  Kate’s  birthday  in  a 
restaurant  located  in  the  former  Presidential 
Palace.  We  even  got  to  ride  in  a  human- 
powered  taxi.  The  guy’s  car  ran  out  of  gas, 
so  he  pushed  us  to  our  destination!  That 
man  earned  his  fare. 

The  Dominican  Republic  could  be  a  great 
cruising  ground  —  and  no  doubt  will  be 
someday.  We  can  only  hope  that  the  officials 
lighten  up  soon. 

We  did  make  it  to  Tortola  —  and  in  fact 
Foxy’s  on  Jost  Van  Dyke  for  the  traditional 
wild  New  Year’s  Eve  party.  Along  the  way, 
we  discovered  Our  Fair  Lady  safe  at 
Charlotte  Amalie,  St.  Thomas,  repairing  the 


Chris  and  Mark  enjoyed  some  of  their  best 
sailing  on  the  way  to  Cabo,  and  felt  Bahia  Santa 
Maria  (inset)  was  the  most  beautiful  anchorage. 

damage  they’d  suffered! 

—  peter  &  kate  1/15/97 

Peter  &  Kate  —  You  folks  are  lucky  that 
you  were  headed  from  Colombia  to  the 
British  Virgins  in  November,  the  easiest 
month  of  the  year.  Had  you  waited  until 
December  and  January’s  Christmas  Trades 
started  blowing,  you  might  not  have  made  it 
at  all.  Big  O  left  on  that  passage  three  times 
in  '95.  Twice  there  were  45  knots  of  wind 
and  15  foot  seas  on  the  nose,  to  say  nothing 
of  1.5  knots  of  bad  current.  Finally,  there 
was  no  alternative  but  to  reach  off  toward 
Jamaica  in  35  knot  winds  and  big  seas. 

It  was  nasty,  nasty  stuff —  almost  as  nasty 
as  the  Dominican  Republic’s  navy  and 
officials,  who  made  up  absurd  and  exorbitant 
fees  on  the  spot.  Although  things  were  better 
when  Big  O  passed  through  Luperon  on  the 
north  shore  of  the  DR  last  year,  all  yachties 
visiting  that  country  should  prepare  to  be 
fleeced. 

Trick  —  Cross  40  Tri 

Mark  Gumprecht  &  Chris  Rheaume 

Last  Laugh 

(San  Diego) 

As  deadlines  have  a  way  of  doing, 
October  28!s "Ha-Ha  departure  date  loomed 
before  we  were  quite  ready,  so  for  this  and 
some  other  reasons  we  decided  to  click  into 
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the  cruising  mode  early  and  leave  San  Diegp 
whenever  the  spirit  —  and  favorable  winds 
—  moved  us.  That  was  November  3. 

Not  wanting  to  break  with  our  newly 
found  manana  tradition,  we  stopped  at  the 
Coronado  Islands  that  night  before 
continuing  on.  When  we  finally  headed 
down  the  Baja  coast  for  real,  we  had  two 
days  and  nights  of  lots  of  wind  and  choppy 
seas.  The  West  Marine  foulies  we’d  received 
as  a  wedding  present  from  some  extremely 
thoughtful  friends  came  in  handy,  to  say  the 
least! 

We  had  a  mishap  just  outside  of  Turtle 
Bay  when  we  fouled  our  prop  —  or  so  we 
thought  —  on  lobster  pot  line.  As  it  turned 
out,  the  blades  of  our  folding  prop  had 
sheared  right  off!  Luckily  we  had  a  spare, 
and  with  the  assistance  of  a  Mexican  diver 
were  able  to  replace  it  without  too  much 
difficulty.  At  least  the  propeller  shaft  hadn’t 
gotten  bent. 

As  we  continued  on  to  Bahia  Santa 
Maria,  our  *  calmest  and  most  beautiful 
anchorage,  we  saw  lots  of  whales  and 
dolphins.  Better  still,  our  cat  Mimi  shocked 
us  by  becoming  the  best  cruisin'  kitty  we 
could  hope  for.  This  was  a  surprise,  because 
even  though  she’d  lived  aboard  for  three 
years,  she  hadn’t  tolerated  our  daysails 
particularly  well.  9 

Our  downwind  run  from  Mag  Bay  to  S 
Cabo  was  some  of  the  most  fun  we’ve  ever  S 
had  sailing  Trick.  We  had  the  spinnaker  up  t 
the  entire  way,  were  running  with  following  3 


seas,  and  it  was  balmy.  Neither  of  us  wanted 
to  sleep  during  that  overnighter  because 
sailing  was  so  much  fun.  We  averaged  11 
knots  much  of  the  way  and  hit  15.5  while 
surfing  down  one  wave.  Although  our 
autopilot  handled  things  nicely,  Mark 
handsteered  because  it  was  such  a  kick! 

Upon  arrival  in  Cabo,  we  set  out  looking 
for  the  perfect  prop,  as  our  spare  proved  to 
be  too  small  and  inefficient.  Our  faith  in 
humanity  got  a  tremendous  boost  when  we 
encountered  a  local  Mexican  who  went  out 
of  his  way  to  help  us  in  our  search.  He 
interrupted  his  workday,  piled  us  in  his  gas- 
guzzling  Ford,  and  gave  us  a  tour  of  every 
backyard  mechanic’s  shop  in  Cabo.  We 
couldn’t  have  found  these  places  without 
him  because  they  don’t  have  signs!  And 
although  our  Spanish  is  bad  and  his  English 
was  sketchy,  we  only  had  to  explain  our 
problem  once  and  he  ran  with  it. 

We  also  want  to  express  our  thanks  to 
Lpcina  and  Phil  at  the  Broken  Surfboard 
Tacqueria  in  Cabo  for  their  hospitality  and 
wealth  of  practical  information.  We  know 
they  are  spoiling  us,  but  they’re  making  our 
transition  to  an  unfamiliar  place  much  easier. 
And  thanks  to  you  folks  at  Latitude  for 
kicking  off  the  '96  cruising  season  in  style. 
Although  we  missed  the  Ha-Ha,  we  enjoyed 
the  party  in  San  Diego  and  met  lots  of 
wonderful  people  we’re  looking  forward  to 
seeing  again  down  here. 

—  mark  &  chris  12/96 

Wildfiower  —  Wylie  Custom  27 

Skip  Allan 

Flying  My  Inflatable  Like  a  Kite 

(Capitola)  / 

After  a  week  of  exploring  Palmyra  Atoll 
by  sailboard,  I  concluded  that  the  jungle  has 
overgrown  most  of  the  remaining  World  War 
II  relics.  I  figure  that  the  half-life  of  an  Army 


Jeep  to  be  50  years  before  nothing  remains 
but  a  pile  of  rust. 

Tonga,  1,700  miles  south,  was  the  next 
destination.  It  turned  out  to  be  a  12-day 
passage  for  'Fleur'  and  me,  during  which 
time  we  encountered  a  strong  westerly¬ 
flowing  equatorial  current  of  between  one 
and  two  knots.  This  effectively  left  us  close- 
hauled  in  the  southeast  trades.  Desiring 
additional  stability,  I  hung  40  gallons  of 
water  in  jugs  over  the  weather  rail. 

When  we  were  just  two  days  out  of 
Palmyra,  there  occurred  one  of  those  radio 
dramas  that  reminded  me  there’s  a  fine  line 
between  good  luck  and  misfortune.  The  race 
boat  Total  Recall,  en  route  from  the 
Kenwood  Cup  in  Hawaii  to  New  Zealand, 
visited  Palmyra  shortly  after  I  had  departed. 
One  of  their  delivery  crew  jumped  into  the 
water  without  looking  first,  and  landed  atop 
a  six-foot  barracuda  that  liked  to  hang  out  in 
the  area.  The  surprised  barracuda  bit  the 
equally  surprised  crewmember  in  the  upper 
thigh,  creating  a  gaping  wound.  A  Mayday 
was  answered  by  the  Navy  LST  USS 
Frederick,  whose  crew  evacuated  the  victim 
to  Christmas  Island.  He  was  then  airlifted  to 
Honolulu,  where  his  leg  was  saved. 

The  unlucky  Total  Recall  continued  on  to 
Apia,  Western  Samoa,  where  the  crew  tried 
to  enter  the  harbor  at  night  relying  on  GPS 
coordinates.  They  put  her  on  the  reef.  With 
the  help  of  many  cruising  yachties,  the  boat 
was’  saved  —  although  heavily  damaged. 
The  delivery  skipper  was  heard  to  blame 
incorrect  charting. 

We  spent  two  delightful  months  in 
Vava’u,  Tonga,  and  then  cruised  the  less 
frequented  Ha’apai  Group.  In  Vava’u,  the 
assistance  and  goodwill  of  Bill  and  Lisa  — 

Skip  Allan  and  'Wildfiower'  began  their  cruise  to 
New  Zealand  last  July  in  the  West  Marine  Pacific 
Cup.  They've  had  swift  sailing  ever  since. 
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who  run  The  Moorings  charter  base  —  was 
much  appreciated  by  all  the  yachties  that 
dealt  with  them.  From  the  Ha’apais,  I  sailed 
to  Nuku’alofa  and  got  to  attend  a  titanic 
rugby  match  between  the  Tongan  National 
Team  and  the  New  Zealand  Maoris.  The 
game  began  with  both  teams  at  mid-field 
doing  a  choreographed  dance  routine  that 
included  much  shouting  and  pointing  — 
presumably  to  tell  the  opponents  what  was 
about  to  happen  to  them.  Even  the  normally 
subdued  King  of  Tonga  was  seen  waving  his 
crutches  in  enthusiasm!  Having  never  seen  a 
rugby  match,  this  was  a  new  cultural  event 
for  me.  I  marveled  at  how  every  palm  tree 
surrounding  the  stadium  was  filled  with 
enthusiastic  fans. 

Before  departing  Nuku’alofa  for  New 
Zealand  on  November  11,  I  painted  some 
colorful  eyes  on  the  bow  of  Wildflower  to 
guide  her.  After  taking  off,  1  monitored  the 
progress  of  the  some  50  boats  that  had 
departed  before  me.  Many  were  being 
routed  via  SSB  radio  by  the  Toronto-based 
weather  guru  Herb  of  Southbound  II. 
Although  his  forecasts  were  usually  spot-on, 
his  routing  recommendations  seemed  to  take 
many  subscribers  hundreds  of  miles  and 
many  days  out  of  their  way,  in  a  zig-zag 
dance  with  elusive  cold  fronts. 

In  contrast  to  the  main  armada  headed 
west  to  a  point  north  of  the  North  Cape  of 
New  Zealand,  Wildflower  charged  down  the 
rhumbline,  making  an  eight-day  passage  to 
Whangarei  —  including  an  overnight  stop  at 
North  Minerva  Reef.  I  found  Minerva  Reef  to 
be  somewhat  different  than  advertised  on  the 
radio  nets.  The  anchorage  is  roily  at  anything 
above  half-tide,  and  given  a  windshift,  the 


Cruisers  head  to  New  Zealand  to  avoid  South 
Pacific  cyclones.  This  season,  however,  two 
cyclones  made  it  down  to  the  Auckland  grids. 
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three-mile  fetch  to  a  half-submerged  reef 
makes  for  a  problematical  anchorage. 

Many  yachties  seemed  to  enjoy  their  stay 
at  Minerva,  however,  and  I  can  only  guess 
my  less-than-glowing  report  was  influenced 
by  the  experience  of  my  neighbor,  Jim  Lowe 
of  Chinchilla.  On  the  final  leg  of  a 
circumnavigation,  Lowe  was  repeatedly 
attacked  by  a  shark  during  our  short  visit. 
Lowe  escaped  without  serious  injury,  but  lost 
his  speargun  to  the  shark. 

Arriving  in  Whangarei,  I  found  an 
international  village  of  yachties  moored  15 
miles  upriver  in  the  small  Town  Basin.  Flags 
from  16  countries  flew  from  about  100 
cruising  yachts  in  Whangarei,  with  the  USA 
and  Switzerland(l)  being  the  most 
represented.  The  whole  traveling  circus  was 
administered  by  just  one  man,  the  amiable 
and  efficient  Lew  Sabin,  who  was  always 
glad  to  help  in  whatever  way  he  could.  I 
think  everybody  enjoyed  their  stay  at 
Whangarei. 

From  Whangarei,  we  sailed  south  to 
Mahurangi  Harbor  and  then  up  another  river 
to  the  delightful  village  of  Warkworth.  This 
mini-adventure  could  only  be  done  at  high 
tide,  as  the  depths  were  such  that  Wildflower 
was  left  sitting  high  and  dry  in  the  mud  when 
the  tide  went  out.  Still,  I  enjoyed  the  area  so 
much  that  we  spent  a  week  exploring  up  the 
Mahurangi,  going  all  the  way  to  the  waterfall 
—  where  we  hit  rock  for  the  first  time.  There 
was  little  damage  except  to  my  pride  and  the 
tip  of  Wildflower’s  keel. 

It  was  in  the  City  of  Sails,  Auckland,  that 
Wildflower  rode  out  two  cyclones 
(hurricanes)  in  11  days.  Wasn’t  the 
approaching  cyclone  season  the  reason  we’d 
all  left  tropical  waters?  These  were  the  first 
cyclones  to  hit  New  Zealand  in  many  years. 
Nevertheless,  cyclone  Fergus  passed  New 
Zealand  on  December  30,  and  cyclone 
Drena  hit  on  January  10.  Drena  featured 
gusts  to  79  knots  to  the  local  area,  causing 
widespread  damage  and  the  loss  of  several 
boats. 

During  Drena,  1  had  the  unique 
experience  of  successfully  rowing  my 
inflatable  in  45  knots  of  wind.  I  didn’t  do  it 
for  pleasure,  but  to  rescue  two  yachts  that 
had  come  adrift  near  Wildflower’s  mooring 
at  Westhaven  Marina.  I  used  the  technique 
of  partially  filling  the  inflatable  with  water  for 
increased  stability  and  momentum.  Later, 
while  hauling  the  inflatable  from  the  water  to 


stowage  on  the  foredeck,  I  whimsically  flew 
it  like  a  kite,  using  two  lines  and  the  primary 
winches  for  control. 


All  is  well  'Down  Under',  and  we  are  not 
lacking  for  excitement. 

—  skip  1/21/97 

Gumboot  —  CF  37 
The  Crum  Family 
A  New  Year’s  Eve  Bust 
(Marlborough,  New  Zealand) 

We  arrived  at  Las  Hadas  on  New  Year’s 
Eve  —  an  appropriate  occasion  to  sample 
one  of  Mexico’s  premiere  luxury  resorts.  So 
we  anchored  Gumboot  just  outside  the 
marina  where  we  were  'entertained'  by 
spoiled  rich  kids  on  hot-rod  jet-skis.  They 
performed  their  admittedly  amazing  stunts 
while  circling  our  boat  at  high  speed. 

It  was  only  100  feet  from  our  boat  to  the 
safety  of  the  marina,  but  the  jet-skis  were  so 
numerous  and  their  wakes  so  ferocious  that 
we  wondered  whether  the  four  of  us  could 
safely  make  it  ashore  in  our  little  rowing 
dinghy.  Despite  the  close  calls,  we  survived, 
and  were  eager  for  a  chance  to  mingle  with 
the  Beautiful  People  at  Las  Hadas. 

The  fantasy  hotel  presents  a  stark  contrast 
with  the  'real'  Mexico.  Bothersome  beggars 
and  pushy'  hammock  sellers,  for  example, 
are  definately  not  allowed.  We  felt  a  little  out 
of  place,  but  tried  to  blend  in.. There  were 


IN  LATITUDES 


The  veranda  of  the  spacious  and  rustic  Pedro 

Miguel  Boat  Club  affords  a  close  up  view  of  the 
world's  shipping  'locking  through'. 


celebrities  and  Important  People 
everywhere.  I  saw  Bo  Derek  —  she  winked 
at  me  —  on  her  way  to  the  beach.  Jackie  0 
was  relaxing  at  poolside  behind  a  pair  of 
fabulous  sunglasses.  1  even  saw  Elvis  —  I 
think  —  at  the  disco  bar;  he  had  perfect  hair 
and  was  wearing  lots  of  gold  chains. 

As  casually  as  possible,  we  made  our  way 
to  one  of  the  pools.  While  we  adults 
nonchalantly  relaxed  on  the  reclining  chairs, 
our  kids  dove  in  the  pool.  There  was  an 
island  —  complete  with  a  waterfall,  palm 
trees,  and  live  iguanas  —  in  the  middle  of 
the  pool.  The  rich  kids  amused  themselves 
by  splashing  the  iguanas  and  pulling  their 
tails. 

Our  dreams  were  shattered,  however,  just 
as  we  were  about  to  order  some  of  those 
drinks  with  tiny  umbrellas  in  them.  We’d 
been  spotted  by  one  of  the  security  guys, 
who  immediately  radioed  for  reinforcements. 
At  first  we  thought  we  were  tipped  off  by  our 
'friendship  bracelets'.  Our  9-year-old  Naomi 
got  a  friendship  bracelet  kit  for  Christmas,  so 
by  now  we  were  all  wearing  the  things 
around  our  ankles,  necks  and  wrists.  The 
various  bracelets  made  us  appear  more  like 
members  of  a  weird  cult  than  Beautiful 
People. 


As  it  turned  out,  we  were  caught  for  a 
different  reason  —  our  towels  weren’t  the 
right  color.  All  the  guest  had  lily  white  towels 
with  'Las  Hadas'  monogrammed  on  them. 
We  didn’t,  and  we  were  busted.  Exposed. 
Shamed.  Now  everyone  knew  we  weren’t 
celebrities  and  not  even  Beautiful  People. 

Another  'panic  paddle'  through  the  jet- 
skis  saw  us  safely  back  aboard  our  humble 
Gumboot,  where  we  had  a  family  New 
Year’s  celebration  while  watching  the 
glamour  and  fireworks  from  afar.  But  who 
needs  Jackie,  Bo,  and  Elws  anyway? 

—  bob  1/15/97 

You  Crums  —  We’ve  been  to  the  fabled 
Las  Hadas  Resort  three  times.  The  first  time 
there  was  three  inches  of  raw  sewage 
covering  the  restroom  floor.  The  second  time 
it  was  as  dead  as  a  mausoleum.  The  last  time 
—  about  four  years  ago  —  it  appeared  to  be 
falling  down.  For  the  sake  of  the  celebrities 
and  Beautiful  People  —  most  of  whom  need 
a  special  kind  of  place  to  jump-start  their 
' personalities'  —  we  hope  Las  Hadas  has 
made  a  serious  recovery. 

Hae  Twen  —  Taswell  43 

Peter  Smith  &  Chen  Liang-Hsia 

Rio  Dulce,  Guatemala 

(Seattle) 

We  arrived  at  Guatemala  in  the  middle  of 


December,  and  have  since  motored  20  miles 
inland  on  the  fresh  waters  of  the  Rio  Dulce. 
How  odd  to  be  moored  surrounded  by 
jungle-covered  mountains  after  a  voyage  of 
nearly  1,000  sea  miles  from  Colombia!  But 
we’re  getting  ahead  of  ourselves. 

We  started  cruising  aboard  Hae  Twen  — 
Chinese  for  'dolphin'  —  in  Alaska  in  '94.  We 
did  the  Baja  Ha-Ha  II  in  '95.  Last  year  we 
enjoyed  cruising  Costa  Rica,  but  found  that 
most  of  the  country’s  attractions  are  inland. 
Panama  offers  more  interesting  cruising 
grounds,  as  there  are  hundreds  of 
uninhabited  islands  on  the  mostly 
undeveloped  Pacific  Coast.  We  enjoyed  as 
many  islands  as  we  had  the  chance  to  visit. 
In  stark  contrast  to  the  quiet  islands  is 
Panama  City,  a  vibrant,  modern  city  that 
was  much  to  our  liking. 

The  Panama  Canal  is  the  last  monument 
to  American  colonialism.  It’s  also  such  a 
superb  example  of  engineering  that  it  seems 
to  operate  effortlessly.  Much  of  the  Canal’s 
operation  has  already  been  turned  over  to 
Panamanian  control,  and  while  many  of  the 
Americans  in  Panama  predict  disaster, 
inertia  will  probably  keep  the  Canal 
operating  a  while  longer. 

We  spent  more  than  a  month  transiting 
the  Canal  because  we  decided  to  take  a 
mooring  at  the  Pedro  Miguel  Boat  Club, 
which  is  located  on  the  banks  of  tiny 
Miraflores  Lake  inside  the  second  set  of  locks 
on  the  Pacific  side.  Like  the  'Ditch'  itself,  the 
Pedro  Miguel  BC  is  a  crossroads  for  cruisers 
from  the  world  over.  Some  folks  like  it  so 


Historic  Cartagena  is  an  exciting,  fascinating, 
and  sometimes  dangerous  city.  As  such,  it's  only 
fitting  that  it's  located  in  Colombia. 
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much  that  they’ve  stayed  for  years. 

We  enjoyed  the  community  of  cruisers  at 
the  Pedro  Miguel  BC,  where  we  all  shared 
the  communal  kitchen  in  the  great  barn  of  a 
clubhouse  —  and  everybody  had  a  chance 
to  mind  everyone  else’s  business.  We  could 
also  sit  in  our  cockpit  at  sunset  and  watch 
the  stream  of  world  shipping  pass  through 
the  locks.  The  most  interesting  thing  we  saw? 
The  crew  of  a  U.S.  nuclear  submarine 
barbecuing  steaks  on  deck  while  going 
through  a  lock! 

It  took  six  people  to  move  Hae  Twen 
through  the  Canal:  two  people  on  the  bow 
lines,  two  on  the  stem  lines,  one  on  the 
helm,  and  one  official  Advisor  to  confuse  us 
with  bad  advice.  Through  some  kind  of 
oversight,  the  Canal  was  not  designed  for 
43-ft  sailboats.  Our  boat  got  shook  up  quite 
a  bit,  but  was  not  damaged. 

After  our  transit  into  the  Caribbean,  we 
somehow  felt  as  if  we  were  in  'home  waters’. 
We’d  loved  the  Pacific  Coast,  but  from 
Alaska  to  Panama  it’s  unforgiving.  The 
shores  are  mostly  rocky  and  a  persistent 
swell  that  makes  many  anchorages 
uncomfortable.  The  Caribbean  seems  to 
have  'softer'  shores,  and  is  greener  and  more 
gentle. 

Leaving  the  Canal  on  the  Atlantic  side  at 
Cristobal,  we  sailed  east  to  Panama’s  San 
Bias  archipelago.  As  noted  many  times 
before,  the  Kuna  men  tend  to  wear  recycled 
T-shirts  with  slogans  such  as  "Welcome  to 
Detroit"  and  spend  their  time  fishing  or 
diving  for  lobster.  The  women  spend  most  of 
their  time  sewing,  and  are  resplendent  in  the 
mola  costumes  they  make  to  complement 
their  solid  gold  nose  rings. 

Ms.  Chen  acquired  some  molas  with 
traditional  designs  of  fishes,  birds  and  spirits 
—  as  well  as  a  less-traditional  design  of 
Minnie  Mouse  playing  a  guitar  within  a  heart 
on  a  vibrating  field  of  color.  We’re  not  sure 
if  the  Kunas  are  licensed  to  recreate  the 
Disney  characters,  but  they  do  it  anyway. 

From  the  San  Bias  Islands  we  continued 
sailing  east  to  our  only  stop  in  South 
America  —  Cartagena,  Colombia.  This 
colonial  port  was  built  in  the  16th  Century, 
and  the  Old  City  is  one  giant  fort  with 
battered  walls.  But  within  the  stone  walls  are 
some  lovely  atriums  with  colorful  gardens. 
We  saw  only  very  little  of  Colombia,  but  got 
the  impression  you  could  enjoy  several  years 
exploring  the  country. 

Last  year’s  longest  single  passage  was  the 
400  miles  from  Cartagena  to  the  island  of 


Peter  Smith  and  Chen  Liang-Hsia  take  a  break  in 
front  of  Club  Nautico  in  Cartagena,  Colombia. 
They're  now  in  Guatemala. 


Providencia,  a  Colombian  island  despite  the 
fact  it’s  right  off  the  coast  of  Nicaragua. 
Hurricane  Marco  was  beginning  to  develop 
as  we  passed  through  the  area,  and  we 
encountered  moderate  gale  conditions  and 
12-foot  seas  for  part  of  the  trip.  Carrying  a 
double-reefed  main  and  a  staysail,  Hae 
Twen  handled  these  conditions  easily.  We 
had  no  qualms,  although  when  the  bow 
plunged  into  a  wave  and  covered  the  entire 
foredeck  with  green  water,  we  sometimes  felt 
like  we  were  in  the  submarine  service.  For 
the  most  part  we  had  wind  on  the  quarter, 
however,  enabling  us  to  cover  the  405 
nautical  miles  in  just  67  hours,  anchor  up  to 
anchor  down. 

Isla  de  Providencia  offers  some  of  the  best 
the  Caribbean  has  to  offer.  In  addition  to  the 
clear  water  and  warm  weather,  the 
picturesque  anchorage  is  surrounded  by 
mountains,  the  officials  are  benign,  the 
provisioning  good  —  and  everyone  speaks 
English!  We  climbed  the  hilly  road  to  have 
lunch  under  an  almond  tree  at  Miss 
Amparo’s  Restaurant.  Miss  Amparo  proved 
to  be  witty  and  articulate  in  English,  Spanish, 
and  the  local  patois  based  on  the  English 
once  used  by  slaves  and  pirates.  In  addition 
to  running  a  good  restaurant,  Miss  Amparo 
holds  court  out  front  where  passersby  stop  to 
chat.  Lunch  and  dinner  are  a  set  meal,  the 
comida  corriente.  We  had  beef  stew  with 
cilantro  and  yucca,  fried  chicken,  rice 
cooked  in  coconut  milk,  patacon  (a  fried 
plantain  pancake),  breadfruit  and  salad,  with 
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a  drink  of  pureed  guava  and  mango.  You 
don’t  find  that  fare  at  McDonalds. 

From  Isla  Providencia,  we  sailed  out  of 
the  deep  water  of  the  western  Caribbean 
onto  the  Nicaraguan  Rise,  which  consists  of 
shoal  water  and  reefs  that  extend  all  the  way 
from  Nicaragua  to  Jamaica.  It  seemed  eerie 
to  be  sailing  in  only  50  feet  of  water  so  far 
from  land. 

Our  next  stops  were  the  Bay  Islands  of 
Honduras:  Guanaja,  Roatan,  Cochinos,  and 
Utila.  These  islands,  like  Isla  Providencia,  are 
peopled  by  English-speaking  descendants  of 
African  slaves  and  English  pirates.  But  unlike 
Isla  Providencia,  the  islands  are  full  of 
wealthy  ex-pats  speculating  in  real  estate  and 
running  offshore  businesses  that  seem  out  of 
proportion  for  small  tropical  islands  whose 
obvious  economy  is  based  on  shrimping.  It 
won’t  be  pretty  if  the  have-nots  ever  try  to 
take  it  back  from  the  haves. 

We  are  now  on  the  Rio  Dulce,  the  great, 
green,  greasy  river  that  flows  from  the  high 
mountain  streams  to  Lake  Izabal,  and  then 
passes  through  the  jungle  before  reaching 
the  sea  at  Livingston,  Guatemala.  The  lower 
reaches  of  the  river  are  inhabited  by  Indians, 
some  of  whom  are  said  to  be  displaced 
Mayans  and  other  tribes  forced  from  their 
homes  by  the  political  turmoil  that  has  a  long 
history  here.  We  are  20  miles  inland, 
relaxing,  doing  boat  chores,  and  socializing 
with  other  cruisers  who  have  washed  up  with 
the  flotsam.  It’s  such  a  lovely  spot  that  we 
plan  to  spend  several  months  here  while  we 
make  some  tours  inland. 

We  relish  hearing  from  cruising  friends 
and  can  be  reached  c/o  2442  NW  Market 
Street  #715,  Seattle,  WA  98107.  Mail  takes 
about  a  month  to  reach  us. 

—  peter  &  chen  12/96 

Cruise  Notes: 

"I  went  to  see  one  of  the  best  friends 
cruisers  have  in  Mexico,  Philomena 
Garcia,  at  her  Los  Pelicanos  beachfront 
restaurant  in  Melaque,"  reports  Bernadine 
Van  Deventer  of  the  Vallejo-based  trimaran 
Western  Sea.  "As  I  approached  the  bed  in 
which  she  was  resting,  the  earth  rumbled,  the 
room  shook,  and  the  windows  rattled.  Phil 
opened  her  eyes  and  asked,  'Is  it  an 
earthquake?'  Not  wanting  to  frighten  her,  I 
said,  'No,  dear  friend,  it’s  Bernadine  from 
Western  Sea.'  Then  came  that  beautiful 
laugh  that  we  cruisers  have  heard  so  often.  I 
was  happy  to  hear  it,  because  it  meant  that 
Phil  was  alive  and  reasonably  well. 

"We  had  a  good  visit,  but  I  must  honestly 
report  that  Phil  still  has  a  way  to  go  before 
reaching  full  recovery.  But  in  her  inimitable 
way,  she’s  looking  on  the  bright  side.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  she’s  going  forward  with  plans 
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for  her  traditional  St.  Patrick’s  Day  bash,  and 
wants  to  see  everyone  there  on  March  17.  So 
come  on  down  and  let’s  make  this  the  best 
time  ever  for  our  good  friend  in  Melaque.  By 
the  way,  the  walls  of  Los  Pelicanos  have 
been  freshly  painted,  so  there’s  plenty  of 
room  for  all  the  new  boat  logos." 

"Yankee  ingenuity  in  South  America!" 
raves  Les  Galbreath  of  the  Alameda-based 
Pearson  43  New  Horizons.  "Mike  and 
Debbie  Lyons  arrived  in  Cartagena  on 
December  10  aboard  their  25-ft  cutter 
Rhiannon.  They’d  left  Seattle  in  October  of 
'95  —  and  didn’t  even  have  an  engine  until 
they  picked  up  an  outboard  in  Costa  Rica. 
Also  aboard  was  their  2  Vi-year-old  daughter 
Rheannon,  who  was  anxiously  awaiting  the 
birth  of  a  new  brother  or  sister.  On 
December  18,  Mike  —  who  had  been  the 
midwife  in  the  delivery  of  Rheannon  — 
performed  the  same  duties  during  the 
onboard  birth  of  a  son.  Mother  Debbie  and 
the  new  baby  are  both  doing  well. 

"New  Horizons  and  1  will  be  departing 
Cartagena  on  January  5  with  a  'United 
Nations  Crew'  aboard.  Besides  the  U.S. 
skipper,  we’ll  have  a  Colombian  lady,  an 
Argentine  lady,  and  a  young  Brazilian  guy. 
After  cruising  a  little  in  the  San  Bias  Islands' 
again,  we’ll  briefly  check  in  at  a  Panamanian 
port  and  get  the  appropriate  rubber  stamps 
so  that  we  can  return  to  ’user  friendly’ 
Cartagena  for  another  six  months.  I  know 
that  I  might  sound  like  the  Cartagena 
Chamber  of  Commerce  at  times,  but  it’s  a 
great  spot  to  spend  some  time." 

Folks  on  the  East  Coast  may  want  to 
make  note  of  the  following  events:  The 
West  Marine  Bermuda  Cruising  Rally 
will  depart  Hampton,  Virginia,  on  June  23 
and  then  start  back  on  July  6.  As  for  the 
West  Marine  Caribbean  1500,  both  the 
dates  and  format  have  changed  for  the  8th 
running.  The  ’97  rally  will  start  on  November 
2  from  both  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  and 
from  Hampton,  Virginia.  Both  fleets  will  stop 
in  Bermuda  before  continuing  on  to  Tortola 
in  the  British  Virgin  Islands.  In  addition  to 
the  Cruising  Division,  where  the  use  of 
engines  is  allowed,  the  ’97  rally  will  for  the 
first  time  havq  a  Racing  Division.  Organizer 
Steve  Black  can  be  reached  at  (401)  848- 
0302. 

But  since  most  of  us  are  on  the  West 
Coast,  let’s  not  forget  that  this  year’s  L.  A.  to 
Honolulu  TransPac  has  put  out  the 
welcome  mat  for  cruisers.  Once  an  event 
exclusively  for  serious  racers,  the  PHRF  limit 
of  27  and  above  means  no  ringers  will  be 
allowed  in  the  Cruising  Division.  Naturally 
you’ll  be  able  to  use  your  engine,  autopilot, 
electric  winches,  and  other  cruising  gear.  In 
addition,  a  July  28  start  means  you’ll  get  as 


Philomena  Garcia,  whose  Los  Pelicanos 
Restaurant  in  Melaque  has  long  been  a  cruiser 
haven,  is  on  the  mend. 


much  as  a  week  head  start  on  the  racing 
boats,  and  should  arrive  in  plenty  of  time  to 
see  lots  of  other  boats  finish  and  enjoy  all  the 
festivities.  Call  Hugh  Lamson  at  (310)  433- 
2854  —  but  do  it  soon.  Organizers  are 
hoping  for  as  many  as  25  cruising  boats. 

Cerueza  facts  for  Mexican  cruisers.  Did 
you  know  that  Corona  Beer  —  brewed  by 
Grupo  Modelo  —  is  the  largest  seller  in 
Mexico,  with  56%  of  the  market?  Or  that 
Budweiser,  that  American  brewer,  recently 
paid  $550  million  to  increase  its  share  in 
Grupo  Modelo  from  18%  to  37%?  Here’s 
why  Bud  did  it.  Beer  sales  in  America  are 
flat.  Beer  sales  in  Mexico  —  no  doubt 
heavily  influenced  by  the  increasing  number 
of  cruisers  —  are  growing  at  about  5%  a 
year.  As  such,  Bud  views  the  Mexico  mug  as 
"half  full"  and  worthy  of  investment. 

Tom  Perkins  of  Belvedere  recently  sailed 
his  magnificent  152-ft  Perini  Navi 
Andromeda  dela  Mar  from  Panama  to 
Costa  Rica’s  Cocos  Island.  "The  diving  out 
here  is  absolutely  spectacular!"  he  raves.  The 
big  ketch  will  be  back  on  the  Bay  in  March. 
On  May  17,  however,  Perkins  —  one  of  the 
most  successful  venture  capitalists  in  the 
United  States  —  will  be  busy  with  his  other 
yacht,  the  1915  Herreshoff  138-ft  schooner 
Mariette.  She’ll  join  as  many  as  15  other 
classic  and  contemporary  mega  sailing 
yachts  in  the  New  York  YC’s  Challenge  Cup 
race  from  New  York  to  England.  There 
hasn’t  been  a  race  like  the  Challenge  Cup  in 
many  years,  and  we’ll  be  having  a  full  report. 


If  you’re  in  Puerto  Vallarta  on  March  2, 
and  if  you’ll  be  sailing  to  the  Marquesas  this 
spring,  stop  by  Latitude’s  1997  Mexico  to 
Marquesas  Pacific  Puddle  Jump  Party 
at  Marina  Vallarta.  We  don’t  know  exactly 
where  it  will  be  held,  but  Latitude’s  Andy 
Turpin  will  be  showing  up  with  some  beer 
and  free  Puddle  Jump  T-shirts  for  the 
skippers.  While  Turpin  will  be  happy  to  see 
everyone  the  rest  of  the  time  he’s  in  PV,  the 
Puddle  Jump  Party,  beer,  and  T-shirts  are 
just  for  folks  headed  to  the  South  Pacific  in 
the  next  two  months. 

If  you’ll  still  be  in  Puerto  Vallarta  in 
March  21  thru  23,  don’t  miss  the  4th 
Annual  Banderas  Bay  Regatta.  This 
event  will  feature  serious  racing  for  those  so 
inclined,  fun  racing  for  cruisers,  plus  beach 
games,  dinghy  races,  cocktail  parties,  prizes 
and  giveaways  galore.  The  Mexican  Sailing 
Federation  will  provide  organization  and 
staffing,  and  the  mariachis  and  the  Ballet 
Folklorica  will  brighten  the  evenings.  The 
base  for  all  the  fun  will  be  the  Paradise 
Village  Resort  complex  in  Nuevo  Vallarta. 
Free  anchoring  in  the  estuary  makes  the 
event  almost  irresistible.  Contact  Ron  Gray 
of  Amistad  at  rong@mex-access.com  for 
further  information. 

Paging  through  the  French  sailing 
magazine  Voiles  the  other  day,  we  stumbled 
through  an  article  about  a  couple  that  have 
sailed  56,000  miles  aboard  their  1965  41-ft 
ketch.  Our  French  isn’t  particularly  good,  but 
we  could  tell  that  one  of  the  things  the 
couple  raved  about  was  this  handheld  device 
that  sort  of  looks  like  a  big  drill  but  is  actually 
an  electric  winch  grinder.  You  insert  it  into 
the  winch,  push  a  button,  and  whrrrrrrrr  — 
the  jib  gets  sheeted  in. 

Our  questions  are  these:  1)  Have  you 
used  one  or  seen  one  used?  2)  If  so,  how  did 
you  like  it?  And  3)  What  does  "La  necessite 
d’une  manivelle  electrique  sur  des  winches 
equipes  de  self-tailing,  et  pour  des  surfaces 
de  voiles  d’auant  plutot  reduites,  est  loin 
d’etfes  flagrante.  Mais  le  proprietaire  de 
Regard  se  trouve  souvent  seul  equipier  sur 
son  bateau"  mean?  Merci. 

If  you’re  in  Oz  and  looking  for  cruising 
adventures,  hooking  up  with  July’s  Darwin 
to  Ambon  (Indonesia)  Race  is  one 
popular  way  to  do  it.  The  event  started  with 
just  9  boats  nearly  20  years  ago,  but  last  year 
had  a  fleet  of  77  boats  from  11  countries  and 
450  crew.  If  you’re  interested,  check  out  the 
race/cruises  home  page  at 
cyant@ozemail.com.au.  Blood,  Sweat  and 
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Beers  was  the  kinda  funny  name  of  the  Oz- 
based  winner  of  last  year’s  multihull  division. 

"We’ve  finally  settled  down  on  dry  land 
here  in  Pensacola,  Florida,"  write  Rex  and 
Joan  Allen  of  the  DownEast  32  Tavarua. 
The  Allens,  former  residents  of  Vallejo, 
wanted  to  be  included  in  our  list  of 
circumnavigators.  Starting  their  rounding  of 
the  globe  in  79,  the  Allens  prided  themselves 
—  as  they  well  should  —  in  the  fact  that  they 
"used  only  the  simplest  of  tools  —  a  sextant, 
ship’s  compass,  taff-rail  log,  and  a  reliable 
time  piece"  for  navigation.  We  know  the 
Allens  weren’t  kids  when  they  started,  as 
celebrated  their  43rd  wedding  anniversary 
during  the  circumnavigation.  But  even  being 
rolled  360°  just  50  miles  from  San  Francisco 
wasn’t  enough  to  keep  them  from  starting  off 
additional  sailing  adventures.  We’re 
delighted  to  learn  that  even  now,  after  57 
years  of  marriage,  they’ve  still  got  their  boat 
handy. 

Andy  and  Jill  Rothman  of  the  Sausalito- 
based  J-44  First  Light  report  that  hauling 
their  boat  in  Trinidad  turned  out  great.  "We 
hauled  out  at  Powerboats  Ltd.,  and  they  did 
a  good  job  for  us,"  reports  Andy,  "but  all  the 
yards  looked  pretty  good.  It  used  to  be  that 


Trinidad  was  just  busy  during  the  hurricane 
season  when  everyone  came  down  from  the 
Caribbean,  but  now  it’s  getting  to  be  a  ydar 
'  ’round  deal." 

The  Rothmans  then  went  on  to  Bonaire, 
which  they  liked  very  much.  As  most  people 
know,  Bonaire  is  renowned  for  having 
perhaps  the  best  diving  in  the  world. 
Rothman  says  what  most  people  don’t  know 
is  that  the  dive  industry  which  now  supports 
the  island  was  started  20  years  ago  by  a  San 
Francisco  schooner  sailor  who  lost  his  60- 
footer  on  a  Bonaire  Reef  and  needed  some 
way  to  make  money.  The  Rothmans,  who 
will  soon  be  headed  to  the  South  Pacific, 
promise  more  on  that  story  next  month. 

Other  Northern  California  boats  in 
Bonaire:  Jerry  and  Suzy  Knecht  who  are 
close  to  finishing  their  circumnavigation 
aboard  the  Moody  42  Nightwatch;  Jim 
Kilroy  aboard  his  beloved  S&S  80  Kialoa 
III;  and  Steve  &  Barbara  Schmidt  and  their 
Santa  Cruz-based  Hotel  California  II,  a 


cruising  version  of  a  Santa  Cruz  70. 

Speaking  of  Trinidad,  Cruising  Guide 
Publications  has  just  released  the  Cruising 
Guide  to  Trinidad  &  Tobago  by  Chris 
Doyle  with  Jeff  Fisher.  These  folks  set  the 
standard  for  cruising  guides,  and  this  latest 
one  is  no  exception. 

Seth  &  Bev  Bailey  of  the  Alameda-based 
Cheoy  Lee  Pedrick  43  Route  du  Vent  have 
advised  us  that  they’ll  be  doing  the  Baja 
Ha-Ha  with  us  again  this  year.  They  did  it 
back  in  '94,  after  which  Seth  spent  81/2 
months  in  Mexico  while  Bev  had  to  return  to 
work.  Seth  had  a  great  time,  going  as  far 
south  as  Acapulco  —  which  he  really  liked. 
The  only  major  problem  were  the  phone  bills 
back  to  his  wife  —  as  much  as  $1,200  a 
month! 

By  the  way,  the  dates  of  Baja  Ha-Ha  IV 
are  October  27  through  November  9  —  we’ll 
have  details  next  month. 

Oops,  out  of  room  again!  Be  with  us  next 
month,  when  we  1)  Finally  publish 
Different  World’s  tips  on  spending  a 
summer  in  the  Sea  of  Cortez,  and  2)  Share 
Walter  Keintzel’s  strategies  for  cruising  the 
Sea  of  Cortez  on  just  $200  a  month.  (It  was 
all  he  had!) 


Your  Boatyard  in  Paradise. .  .EXPAND  S 


•  25-Ton  Capacity  Travel-Lift 


mail. 


' 


Large,  fenced,  secure  dry  storage  area. 

Foreign  Flag  vessels  can  stay 
on  dry  storage  in  our  yard  for 
an  unlimited  duration  with  maximum 
of  6  months  sailing/year. 


Marine  Railway 


Hauls  multihulls  and 
vessels  up  to  120  tons! 

Expanded  Dry  Storage  Area 

•  Sail  Loft 

•  Shower  &  Laundry 

•  Expert  repair,  mechanical, 
FIG,  wood,  aluminum, 
steel  &  stainless 

•  Refrigeration 

•  Tool  Rentals 

•  Do-it-yourselfers  welcome 

•  Fill  U.S.  gas  cylinders 

•  Materials,  spares 

•  Reasonable  rates 

•  Electricity 

Professional  boatyard  in  the  heart  of  Paradise. 


Raiatea  Carenage  will  make  sure  paradise  is  everything  you  expected. 


Call,  write,  or  sail  in  . . .  we're  here  to  serve  you. 

B.P.  165  Uturoa  Raiatea  ~  Polynesie  Fran^aise 


A  Subsidiary: 

from.  The  Moorings  Yacht  Charter,  Ltd. 


Tel:  (689)  66  •  22*96  ~  (689)  66*35*93  ~  Fax:  (689)  66*20*94 
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BERTH  VOUR  BOAT  IN 

SAUSALITO 


MODERN  FACILITIES  IN  A  WELL  PROTECTED  HARBOR 


Concrete 
Dock  System 

Well  Maintained 
Facilities 

Beautiful 

A 

Surroundings 


•  DEEP  WATER  BERTHS: 

BASIN  AND  CHANNEL 
DREDGED 

•  CARD  KEY  SECURITY  SYSTEM 

•  DOCK  CARTS 

•  PUMP  OUT  STATION 

•  AMPLE  PARKING 

•  CLEAN  SHOWER  AND 
toilet  Facilities 

•  WITHIN  WALKING  DISTANCE: 
MARKET/DELI 

LAUNDROMAT  •  RESTAURANT 

•  AT  EACH  BERTH: 

LARGE  STORAGE  BOX 
METERED  ELECTRICITY 
PHONE  HOOK-UPS  •  WATER 

Kappas  Marina 
100  Gate  Six  Road 
Sausalito,  CA  94965 
(415)332-5510 


erea;  iui; 
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POLYURETHANE  COATINGS 

An  investment  in  excellence. 

A  promise  of  quality. 
Unmistakable  STERLING  gloss. 
Demand  STERLING  -  Call  us  toll-free  today 

1-800-845-0023 


P.O.  Box  1246,  Newport  Beach  CA  92663 


I 


•  Highly  Skilled  Workers 

•  Fiberglass  Repair 

•  Blister  Jobs 

•  Bottom  Jobs 

•  30  Ton  Lift 


Call  for 
a  quote 
today! 


Engine 

Service 

For  engine 
service 
you  can  trust. 


•  Repair  •  Repower  •  Sales  •  Service 
Parts  •  Rebuilt  Engines  •  Generators 


Perkins 


tsuzu 


Authorized  Dealers 


VOLVO 

DIESELS 


II  ll  T r  I  "'T  TY  #9  Embarcadero  Cove 

II I  %  1  1  JL  \  J  Jl  Oakland,  CA  94606 

MAPTlVn?  (800)  400-2757 

iTiniVllt  J 1/  (510)  534-2757 

Conveniently  located  on  the  Oakland  Estuary  -  2  blocks  from  West  Marine 


BARNETT  YACHT  INSURANCE 


You  shouldn 't  sail  closer  to  the  wind 


m 


,  , 


than  your  age  plus  10  degrees. 


Wood  •  Steel  •  Ferro  •  Multihulls 

800/655-9224 

619/226-6702  •  FAX  619/226-8513 

Specialist  in  Mexico  and 
Worldwide  Insurance 

Call  for  FREE  Mexico  cruising  guide 

2730  Shelter  Island  Drive 
San  Diego,  California  92106 


GLOSS  FOR  SALE 
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SIERRA 

CHILDREN'S  HOME 


ABUSED 

i*LMH  nocM 

NEED  YOUR 
HELP! 


Donate  your  boat  to  support 

SIERRA 
CHILDREN'S 
HOME 

Tax  Deductible 

1-800-513-6560 


OWL  HARBOR 
MARINA 

THE  FRIENDLY 
MARINA 

1.  Half  price  for  the  first 
month! 

2.  Sign  a  one  year  lease: 
get  the  1 2th  month  free! 

3.  Prepay  one  year: 

Get  1 1,h&  1 2,h  month  free! 


£  25'  inside  ties  @  $3  per  foot 

cfc  30'  to  50'  deep  draft  berths  @  $4  per  foot 

ct  Covered  berths  @  $5  per  foot 


(  cfc  RV  Spaces  $  Camping  # 

cfc  Showers  £■  Laundry  $  Warfield  Sail  Loft  cfc 
$  Dry  and  Open  Storage  $  20  Acres  £ 
cfc  Sailboat  and  Powerboat  Club  Cruises  Welcome  t 

Located  across  from  Bruno's  Island  on  Seven  Mile 
Slough,  close  to  Rio  Vista  and  historic  Isleton 


Harbormasters:  Frank  and  Rhenae  Dietrich 
1-800-483-9992  or  1-916-777-6055 


1550  W.  TWITCHELL  ISLAND  RD  •  ISLETON,  CA  95641 


BROMPTON 

The  Astonishing  Folding  Bihe  from  England 


Folds  in  20  Seconds... 
Fits  in  a  suitcase! 

In  an  airplane 
In  your  boat 
In  your  car 
Commute! 

Travel! 


Brochure 

Available 


1  •800»783»3447 


3  and  5  speed  models 
Suspension  System/ Accessories 


info:  CW.  Wasson  Co. 
e-mail:  Channell@aol.com 
http://www.infoservice.com/brompton/ 


REPAIRS 

REPAIRS 

REPAIRS 

HAYNES  SAILS 

A  full  service  sail  loft 

70-U  Woodland  Avenue 
San  Rafael,  CA  94901 

(415)  459-2666 


EZJAX 


Holds  sail  neatly  on  boom  when  deployed, 
BUT.,  unlike  ordinary  lazyjacks  -  the  patented 
E-Z-JAX®System  retracts  snugly  below 
boom  when  sailing  or  docked. 

The  E-Z-JaxCSSystem: 

►  Eliminates  sail  chafe 

►  Avoids  sail  and  sail  cover  modification 

►  Prevents  battens  catching  when  raising  sail 

►  Offers  optional  cockpit  deployment 

Rated  "Top" -Practical  Sailor 
E-Z-JAX  SYSTEMS  INC. 

P.O.  BOX  906  Camas,  WA  98607 
1-800-529-8112 


TM 


USE  LESS  THAN  1  AMP  A  NIGHT! 


You'll  Never  Worry  About  Power  Consumption  Again 

New  Miser-Lite  uses  only  75  mA,  yet  is  visible  for  3  miles 
and  gives  enough  light  to  read.  Great  for  anchor  lite  and 
interior.  Makes  the  perfect  cockpit  lite.  You'll  extend  time 
between  charges,  saving  you  money  and  that  noise  from 
running  your  engine. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed  for  3  Years  or  Your  Money  Back! 


ONLY  $29.95  +  $3.00  s/h 


1-800-533-8582 
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SOCIETY  OF  ACCREDITED 

□ 

MARINE  SURVEYORS 

Serving  Northern  California 


Rich  Christopher,  AMS 
(800)  622-5143 
(415)  368-871) 

Robert  J.  Gucci,  S.A. 
(916)  455-8435 

Donru  Marine  Surveyors 
&  Adjusters,  AMS 
(408)  372-8604 

Robert  Downing,  AMS 
(707)  642-6346 


Jack  Mackinnon,  AMS 
(510)  276-4351 
(800) 501-8527 

Terry  O'Herren,  S.A. 
(800)  246-7732 
(415)  854-8380 

Jerry  Poliskey,  AMS 
(510)  236-1793 

R.J.  Whitfield  & 
Assoc.,  Inc.,  AMS 
(800)  344-1838 


CUSTOM  INNERSPRING  MATTRESSES 


[  custom  Comfort  you  can  feel!  I 

•  Contour  Shapes  ‘Angles  •  V-berths 
No  Problem! 

•  Latex  Foam  Rubber  Mattresses 
CUSTOM  FITTED: 

•  Bedspreads  •  Blankets  •  Sheets  •  Mattress  Pads 
Anything  is  possible  -  and  we  ship  anywhere! 


With  a  simple  paper  template,  HANDCRAFT  MATTRESS  CO.  can 
hand-tailor  an  iimerspring  mattress  to  fit  ANY  shape  needed. 

for  more  information  or  to  contact  a  REPRESENTATIVE  NEAREST  YOU  CALL: 

SO.  CAL.  FACTORY:  1-800-241-7751 
NO.  CAL.  REPRESENTATIVE  415-563-1924 

iTTl  Pli  Handcraft 
JiiuT Mattress  Co. 

601  E.  Alton.  Sonta  Ano,  Co  92  705 


HAWAII 


LONG  TERM  DRY  STORAGE 

GENTRY’S 

KpNA  MARINA 

HONOKOHAU  HARBOR  156T30"W 

19°40'20"  N 


/ 


808-329-7896 

The  friendliest  boatyard  in  Hawaii 


MARIN  ZODIAC 


NOW 


iales  •  Repairs 
Fac  rv  certified  service 


Ramp  on  sil 


&  HH  111  JHfe.  I 


303  Harbor  Drive 
Sausalito,  CA  94965 


Outboards 


Tel  415.332.6405 
Fax  415.332.6408 


BROADEN  YOUR  HORIZONS... 

High  performance,  travel-friendly  bicycle  that  folds! 

Montague:  The  full  size  bike  that  folds  now  has  3 
models  with  26'  wheels:  Two  with  18  speeds,  one 
with  21  speeds,  and  a  21  -speed  tandem.  Three  frame 
sizes:  1 7',  1 8.5',  and  20.5',  and  weights  as  low  as  27 
lbs. 


Options  include  carrying  bags,  hard  shell  carry 
cases,  folding  petals,  and  kick  stands.  Buy  now  for 
the  perfect  spring  outing.  Most  models  and  sizes  in 
stock. 

Distributed  by  Glasco  Enterprises 

P0  Box  282791,  San  Francisco,  CA  94128  (415)  365-0839  Fax  (415)  233-1917 
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Easy  as... 


l.EHSyOUr  ad.  Describe  what  you're  selling. 
What  category?  Don't  forget  an  area  code  with  phone  t.  No 
changes  alter  submission.  TYPE  it  if  possible. 

We  cant  be  responsible  for  errors  due  to  illegible  handwriting  or 
unclear  meaning  —  If  we  dont  get  it,  buyers  wont  get  it! 


check  and  mail  it  or  deliver  it  (cash  okay)  to  our  street  address. 

•  Strict  deadline  is  always  the  18th ;  no  late  ads  will  be  published. 

•  No  ads  accepted  without  payment. 

•  No  ads  accepted  by  phone  or  fax. 

•  No  credit  cards.  •  No  billing  arrangements. 


><# 


2.HHthe  words.  A  phone  number  wj& 

area  code  counts  as  one  word.  No  need  to  abbreviate,  we’ll  edit  or 
abbreviate  if  necessary. 

3.0MIuS  yOlir  ad.  Please  enclose  your 
merit  t 


Individual  Magazine 
Orders: 

Current  issue  w/classy  ads = $3.00. 
Current  issue  (no  ad) = $5. 00. 

Back  Issues  =  $7.00. 

To  re-run -qn  ad, 

please  include  copy  of  ad  with- payment  by 
the  18th  of  the  month. 

Requests  for  category  are  welcome,  but  we  can't 
'  guarantee  —  wet  make  final  placement  determination 


Mail  (or  bring)  to: 

Attn:  Classified  Dept. 

15  Locust,  Mill  Valley,  CA  94941 

For  recorded  directions,  call  383-8200,  then  press  2- 1 


Remember...  no  ads  accepted  over  the  phone  or  fax. 
Cash  or  checks  only  —  No  credit  cards! 


Personal  Ads 


1-40  Words:  $25 
41-80  Words:  $40 
81-120  Words:  $60 

Personal  Advertising  Only 
No  business/promotional  ads. 

Except...Non-Protlt  or  Help  Wanted  ads 


Business  Ads 


(3 1/2"  x  5/8"  boxes  at  bottom  of  page) 

$45  for  40  Words  Max. 

All  Promotional  Advertising 
1  Boat  per  Broker 
I  Camera  ready  art  ok  -  no  photos/reversals 
|n»  Extra  Bold  type,  not  to  exceed  12  pt 

All  artwork  subject  to  editor  approval. 
(Ads  will  be  typeset  by  Latitude  38  to  tit  standard) 


DINGHIES,  LIFERAFTS 
AND  ROWBOATS 


ZODIAC  YACHTLINE  YL2-310R,  1994. 10'  2\ 

White,  rigid  hull,  excellent  condition.  Tohatsu  15 
hp  included.  Oars  &  4lifejackets  included.  $2,500. 
(415)  435-2137! 

UD0 14.  New  rigging.  2  mains.  Trailer.  $950. 14 
ft  Whitehall  rowboat.  $450.  New  C&C  o/b.  $250. 
Call  after  Feb  15th.  (415)  341-3911. 

INTERNATIONAL  14,  HOWLET  IB,  USA  1 100. 
Fully  modified  to  '96  rules,  tall  &  short  rig,  top  & 
bottom  cover,  combi  trailer.  Don’t  miss  the  '97 
worlds  on  the  Bay.  New  boat  forces  sale.  Most 
bang  for  your  buck.  $7,900.  (805)  683-4916. 

10-FT  CARIBE  R.I.B.  DINGHY.  Tohatsu  10  hp 
engine,  only  used  one  season.  Also  have  swim 
platform,  mounts  for  dinghy.  $2,500.  Call  (415) 
332-5206. 

17-FT  ZODIAC  FUTURA-3, 1985.  50  hp  Merc, 
custom  seats,  steering  wheel,  electric  start,  new 
battery,  anchor,  new  (never  in  water)  galv  trailer 
w/new  bunks.  $4,800.  (415)  456-2022. 

LASER,  $3,200.  LASER  2,  $4,600.  Zuma ,  $2 ,500. 
Hobie  16,  $5,200  &  17  ft  Sport,  $6,500.  All  new 
'94,  never  sailed.  Selling  at  wholesale  post,  obo. 
Dealers  showroom  boats  with  manufacturer's 
warranty.  Trade-ins  welcome,  looking  for  trailer 
sailors,  2  person  type,  1 4  ft  &  up  for  sailing  school. 
(707)  444-3048. 


SAIL  A  SNIPE.  SF  Bay  Area  Snipe  Fleet.  30  boats 
strong,  active  race  &  social  calendar.  2  person 
tactical  dinghy,  ideal  for  couples,  parent/child  & 
post-intercollegiate  crowd.  Several  competitive 
boats  available,  ranging  from  $2,000  -  $5,500. 
Season  charters  possible.  Sail  a  Snipe  at  Rich¬ 
mond  YC’s  Sail  a  Small  Boat  Day,  March  2.  We 
promise  serious  sailing,  serious  fun.  Call  David, 
(415)  563-6745,  eves. 

16- FT  GLOUCESTER  LIGHT  DORY.  Brand  new 
rowing  dory  designed  by  Phil  Bolger,  built  by  John 
Tuma.  $895.  John,  (510)  713-1517. 

49ER  -  NEW  OLYMPIC  CLASS.  Better  than  new. 
20  boats  on  the  West  Coast.  Unbelievably  fast. 
$15,000  obo  w/trailer.  Save  now.  Sail  now.  Call 
(206)  301-0485. 

10-FT  ACHILLES, 1993.  ModeIGTIO, ’92  Johnson 
8  hp  o/b  with  spares.  Both  excellent  condition, 
$2,800.  Wheel  away,  $100.  Also,  new  Solarex 
VLF  53  watt  solar  panel,  $275.  (541)  459-0101. 


24  FEET  &  UNDER 


CLIPPER  MARINE  21 .  Shallow  draft  swing  keel 
sail/power.  Designed  by  W  Crealock,  built  in  Sau- 
salito  for  Bay  sailing.  Motor  well  takes  o/b  to  25hp. 
Built-in  tank  locker.  Easy  rig  &  sail.  Tough,  fast  & 
weatheriy.  Convert  to  power/workboat.  Complete 
new  rudder,  tiller,  keel  cable.  Good  wire  &  sails. 
T railer  doubles  as  utility  trailer.  $1 ,200  boat/trailer. 
$1 ,500  w/6  hp.  Trade  for  car.  (415)  359-9005. 


CATALINA  22)  1980.  Trailer  with  extension 
tongue,  full  galley,  new  bottom  paint,  Porta-Potti, 
swing  keel,  pop-top,  bow  &  stern  pulpits,  new  bow 
&  stem  anchors,  new  chain  &  rode.  Mariner  o/b, 
only  10  hrs.  $3,500  obo.  (408)  384-6238. 

SAN  JUAN  21, 1981.  Main,  working  jib  &  130% 
genoa.  EZ  Loader  roller  trailer,  4.5  Johnson  long 
shaft  o/b.  Porta-Potti,  ground  tackle,  etc.  Greatfor 
racing  or  cruising.  Exc  condition.  $3,900  obo. 
(916)  989-1802  (Folsom). 

C  &  C  24, 1976.  Good  shape.  1  set  sails,  no  o/b. 
Berthed  in  fresh  water.  Stove,  ice  chest,  sleeps  4, 
anchor,  VHF.  $3,000  obo.  Contact  Mickey  at 
(510)  790-6037. 

CATALINA  22, 1972.  Swing  keel,  electric  heater 
&  two  burner  stove.  Sails  in  immaculate  condition. 
Located  at  Emery  Cove  Yacht  Harbor.  A  beautiful 
boat  for  the  right  person.  $2,300  obo.  Michelle, 
(510)  337-0226. 

24- FT  SLOOP,  1950’S.  Full  keel  project  boat. 
Marine  ply/fiberglass.  New  floors  cut,  gel  coat 
deck,  finish  on  hatches.  All  old  style  bronze  hard¬ 
ware.  Solid  spruce  spars  in  good  shape.  Topsides 
ready  for  paint.  On  custom  trailer.  $1 ,200  obo. 
(408)  662-9736. 

GLADIATOR  24, 1964.  Full  keel  Lapworth  de¬ 
sign.  Sweet,  capable,  safe  Bay/ocean  boat.  New 
bottom,  topside  paint,  main,  genoa.  Needs  deck 
paint,  upholstery.  2  boat  owner,  must  sell.  San 
Rafael  slip.  $2,500  obo.  Call  (415)  454-3610  or 
(702)  359-5283. 


J/24, 1978.  North  main,  150%,  100%,  spinnaker, 
o/b  motor.  New  topside  paint,  good  condition. 
$4,000.  Rich,  (415)  363-1390. 

SHOPPING  FOR  A  SMALL  BOAT?  Consider  a 
Santana  22.  The  perfect  boat  for  the  Bay.  Stiff 
enough  not  to  scare  the  kids,  but  still  a  consistent 
race  winner.  Call  our  very  friendly  &  helpful  One- 
Design  Association.  Contact  David  Demarest, 
(415)  485-0789. 

22-FT  S-2.  Main,  3  jibs,  trailer,  needs  work.  $2,000 
obo.  (510)524-4331. 

MONTGOMERY  17, 1979.  Trailer,  Mariner  4  hp  ol 
b  motor,  4  sails  (main,  2  jibs,  spinnaker),  anchor 
ladder,  4  life  preservers  &  Porta-Potti.  Moored  at 
Lake  Tahoe.  $7,000.  (702)  852-6640,  msg. 

CAL  24. 3  sails,  Johnson  7.5hp  o/b,  new  Harken 
mainsheet  gear  &  tiller.  Completely  new  electrical 
system:  shorepower,  2  gel  cells,  3-step  Smart 
charger,  interior/exterior  lighting  &  VHF.  Anchor, 
PFD’s,  etc.  Light,  responsive,  massivefun.  $3,500. 
(415)664-9758. 

MERMAID  20.  Lovely  Bay  boat,  built  1963  in 
Denmark.  Pine  on  oak  hull.  Well  maintained,  new 
rigging,  Mariner  outboard.  Recent  survey.  Asking 
$3,500.  Paul,  (415)  355-4383. 

RANGER  23, 1973.  Located  berth  C19  in  the 
Berkeley  Marina.  Boat  equipped  with  main,  jib, 
genoa  &  spinnaker-  sails  in  good  condition.  Also  a 
3-1/2  hp  Evinrude  o/b  motor.  Great  boat  for  the 
Bay  &  bluewater.  Del,  (415)  355-5581. 


NORTHWEST  CRUISING  ACADEMY 

Cruise  &  learn  in  the  San  Juan  Islands  on  Pacific  Seacraft  and  Ericson  Yachts. 
Licensed,  certified  instruction  with  Betty  Pearce.  Limit  4. 

Call  for  1997  schedule. 

Reservations  &  brochure:  (206)  623-8123  •  1 17  E.  Louisa  St  #123,  Seattle,  WA  98102 

PACIFIC  YACHT  DELIVERY 

USCG  Licensed  Master  -  100  Tons  -  Sail  or  Power  -  Experienced  -  Reliable  -  Careful 
Reasonable  -  Refs  -  Owners  and  Brokers  Welcome.  Bay  and  Delta  deliveries. 

Capt.  Gary  Jimmink  -  Phone  (707)  762-1899  -  Fax  (707)  763-1520 

MARINE  SURVEYOR  APPRAISER 

Jack  Mackinnon  (member,  SAMS) 

510-276-4351  Fax:510-276-9237 

800-501-8527  e-mail:  surveyjack@aol.com 

—  Best  Service  in  the 

MARINE  OUTBOARD  CO. 

Nissan  •  Johnson  •  Evinrude  •  Mercury 

Tohatsu  •  Mariner*  Seagull  •  Tanaka 

Repair  -  Service  -  Parts  -  Fiberglass  Repair 

Bay  Area  -265  Gate  5  Rd.,  Sausalito  •  (415)  332-8020 

Repair, 

ttMpdpr'  W0*  Restoration  & 

New  Construction 

Fred  Andersen  Boat  &  Woodworks  (510)522-2705 

MAKE  MONEY  WITH  YOUR  BOAT.... 

Spinnaker  Sailing  in  Redwood  City  has  space  available  for  several  boats  in  the  30-40  ft  range  to 
be  placed  in  charter.  A  great  way  to  pay  for  berthing,  insurance,  maintenance  &  more. 

For  more  info,  call  Rich  at  (415)  363-1390. 
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CAL  24.  Race  or  cruise.  5  sails,  9.9  Johnson.  Very 
fast,  looks  good,  extras.  Must  sell  at  $2,500.  Call 
(916)777-4791. 

ISLANDER  BAHAMA  24.  Fun,  stable  cruiser  or 
class  racer.  Galley,  shorepower,  new  Porta-Potti, 
VHS,  low  hr  Nissan  5  hp,  new  mast  &  rigging.  2 
reefable  mains,  4  headsails,  including  gennaker 
With  pole.  $2,600.  (707)  224-2940. 

ETCHELLS#523.  Allspar  mast,  Ontario  hull,  faired 
by  Dave  Curtis,  new  Dyform  rigging,  good  sails, 
good  trailer.  1  st  place  '96SFYC  Summer  Keelboat. 
Card  is  open.  $13,500  obo.  (415)  986-1088  or 
(415)  331-6070  eves. 

RANGER  23.  Best  equipped  on  Bay-new  mylar 
sails,  new  boom  &  rigging,  magic  boxes,  custom 
traveler,  quick  vang,  spring  engine  mount,  Internal 
halyards,  etc.  Featured  in  Sailing  Magazine. 
$5,400.  Dan,  (707)  263-8382  weekdays. 

MELGES  24  USA  180.  Two  complete  sets  of 
North  Sails,  galv  trailer,  mast  compass,  keel  winch, 
white  hull  with  gray  &  white  deck,  4  hp  o/b  used 
twice.  Exc  condition.  Located  Santa  Barbara. 
$28,500.  Kenny,  (805)  568-3654. 

ULTIMATE  20, 1994.  Well  equipped  &  priced  to 
sell,  (new  Antrim  27  ordered).  Will  accept  1st 
reasonable  offer.  Matt,  (408)  763-2720  or  pager 
(408)662-1442. 

CATALINA  22, 1973.  In  the  water.  Fun  boat  for 
the  Bay.  6  hp  engine,  swing  keel,  radio,  whisker 
pole,  jib  downhaul,  berth  available.  $3,000  obo. 
(510)  687-8277. 

CAL  21,  1972.  On  Highlander  trailer.  Jensen 
Marine  made  very  few  of  this  swing  keel  model. 
New  rigging,  5  hp  Chrysler,  5  bags  of  North  Sails. 
A  fast  boat  in  good  condition,  great  deal  at  $1 .800 
Obo.  (415)  563-3747. 

MELGES  24  USA  219,  CHOICES .  Race  ready, 
fully  equipped,  lots  of  sails,  full  covers,  KVH  com¬ 
pass.  White  hull,  beige  deck,  trailer,  o/b,  perfect 
condition.  '95  &  '96  Pacific  Coast  champ.  Seri¬ 
ously  for  sale,  located  Sausalito.  Contact  Don, 
(415)  383-7015. 

ISLANDER  BAHAMA  24.  Sturdy,  stable,  well 
rigged  with  all  lines  led  aft.  Always  sailed  actively, 
never  neglected.  2jibs,  spinnaker,  depthsounder, 
VHF,  5  hp  Nissan  o/b  with  extra  tanks,  Danforth 
anchor.  $2,900.  (415)  873-3617. 

RANGER  23, 1976.  Great  looking,  strong,  fast 
racer/cruiser  designed  for  SF  Bay,  with  active 
class.  This  boat  is  in  bristol,  original  condition 
throughout.  DS,  KM,  VHF,  stereo,  AP,  new  3.5 
Nissan.  $4,300.  Serious  only.  (510)  521-1 142. 

WEST  WIGHT  POTTER  15, 1996.  Hull  #2248. 
3.5  hp  Tohatsu  motor,  trailer,  Porta-Potti,  marine 
paint  on  bottom,  halyards  lead  into  cockpit.  Better 
than  new.  Bargain  priced  at  $6,500.  Call  or  fax 
Ellen  at  (415)  435-2453. 


ISLANDER  BAHAMA  24.  Pilothouse.  New:  paint, 
cushions,  varnish,  wiring,  battery,  thru-hulls,  cabi¬ 
nets,  inside  steering,  lines  aft,  downhauls,  club  jib, 
2  new  winches,  2  mains,  2  jibs,  Edson  wheel! 
topsides  painted,  backing  plates,  much  more 
$3,800.  (415)  456-2022. 

ISLANDER  24.  Not  a  Bahama.  Newer  Sutter 
sails,  newer  7.5  hp  o/b,  newer  rigging,  epoxy 
bottom,  no  blisters,  stove,  sink,  spacious  cockpit, 
2  mains,  3  jibs,  spinnaker,  seat  cushions,  beauti¬ 
ful  lines,  2  anchors.  Exceptionally  well  maintained 
$3,700.  (415)  297-5736. 

RANGER24, 1985.  Exc  condition.  Includes  mylar 
sails,  main,  90%  jib,  150%  genoa,  spinnaker.  8' 
beam.  1,875  lb  displacement.  5'3“  draft.  Great 
racing  (one  design  class)  or  pleasure.  Well  pre¬ 
served  Holsclaw  trailer.  Recognized  design  worth 
a  look.  $8,000  obo.  (510)  803-9023. 

J/24, 1978.  Clean  racer,  measured,  all  class  re¬ 
quirements,  faired  hull,  keel,  rudder.  All  new  go 
fast  fittings,  new  deck,  plastic  toerails,  white,  new 
professional  Sterling  LP,  trailer.  Nationals  &  North 
American’s  racer.  Must  sell,  best  offer  takes 
(415)  834-6864. 


25  TO  28  FEET 


28-FT  LANCER.  Beautiful  condition,  3  sails,  VHF, 
9.9  Honda,  stereo,  shorepower,  battery  charger, 
upgraded  electrical,  Autohelm  Tillermate,  new 
canvas,  8  ft  dinghy  w/new  6  hp.  Stove,  sleeps  5, 
6  ft  standing  room,  BBQ,  new  bottom  1 1/96. 
Emeryville  berthed.  $1 2,900  obo.  (510)  655-2504. 

28-FT  TRITON.  Project  boat  on  good  triple  axle 
trailer.  Hull,  deck,  mast,  boom,  (the  basics)  like  a 
kit,  but  much  cheaper.  $5,500.  (707)  874-1035, 
evening  (late)  or  leave  message. 

FLICKA25.  T  raditional  gaff-rigged  cutterw/spruce 
mast,  teak  decks,  belaying  pins,  brass  bell,  ex¬ 
quisite  mahogany  interior.  Yanmar  diesel.  Care¬ 
fully  maintained,  hauled  8/96.  These  solid  boats 
have  been  all  over  the  world  &  this  one  goes  in 
style.  Berkeley.  $20,000.  (510)  658-6687. 

28-FT  BRISTOL  CHANNEL  CUTTER.  Traditional 
rig.  Beautiful  all  wood  interior,  full  headroom. 
Sleeps  4.  Roomiest,  strongest,  classic  beauty. 
Volvo  Penta  MD7A  diesel.  Fully  equipped  and 
ready.  Call  or  write  for  photos  &  survey.  $65,000. 
PO  Box  1674,  San  Pedro,  CA  90731.  Phone: 
(310)  833-4491. 

ERICSON  28, 1988.  Launched  in  '90.  Full  boat 
cover,  low  hrs  on  diesel,  wheel,  knotlog,  depth, 
VHF,  shorepower.  1  yr  old  sails  cut  flat  for  Bay, 
Harken  furling  w/aeroluff  &  single  line  reefing 
main.  Clean  as  new.  $31,000.  (415)  366-3597. 

25-FT  OSTKUST  SLOOP.  Swift,  graceful,  sturdy 
on  the  Bay.  Sleeps  4,  galley,  6  hp  Seagull.  $5,000. 
(415)  332-4651. 


MacGREGOR  CUSTOM  M26,  1992.  Main,  jib, 
150%  genoa,  roller  furling,  VHF,  knotlog,  windex, 
compass,  sunshade,  pop-top,  custom  windowed 
pop-top  cover,  bimini,  topping  lift,  sail  covers,  all 
lines  aft,  8  hp  Honda  4  stroke  w/generator,  deep 
cycle  battery,  deluxe  stem  rail  w/ladder,  lifelines  & 
gates,  bow  pulpit,  cockpit  cushions.  USCG  equip¬ 
ment,  ground  tackle,  propane  BBQ,  AM/FM  cas¬ 
sette,  alcohol  stove,  extra  cabin  lighting,  enclosed 
head  w/Porta-Potti,  trailer  w/brakes.  All  in  exc 
condition.  $9,950.Call  Tom,  (707)  459-2006  or 
(707)459-6149. 

CATALINA  27,  1984.  Beautiful  condition  with 
new  interior  &  cockpit  cushions.  Loran,  4  sails, 
VHF,  DS,  KM,  Universal  diesel,  microwave  oven, 
pedestal  steering  wheel,  Lifesling.  Exc  Bay  boat 
$14,000.(408)  972-2614. 

CORONADO  27, 1972.  Estate  sale.  Sleeps  5,  o / 
b,  tiller.  Exc  condition.  Great  Bay  boat  in  Sau¬ 
salito.  $2,900  obo.  (800)887-8871  ext201  or207. 
Ask  for  Tim  or  Dennis. 

CORONADO  25.  Custom  mast  plate,  doUble  low¬ 
ers,  3/16  rig,  custom  galley,  alcohol  stove,  solar 
panel,  jiffy  reef,  6  hp  o/b,  bow  pulpit/pushpit, 
lifelines,  weather  cloths,  new  cushions, 
depthsounder,  knotmeter/log,  VHF,  deep  cycle 
battery.  $3,800.  Rick,  (415)  987-5799. 

CATALINA  27, 1974.  Pristine  condition.  15  hp 
Evinrude  o/b.  Full  sail  inventory,  dinette  model, 
galley,  tabernacle  mast,  new  running  rigging,  hold¬ 
ing  tank,  new  interiorfoam  &  covers.  Emery  Cove. 
$7,500.  Nicholas,  (510)  654-2541. 

BRISTOL  27.  Well  equipped.  VHF,  Loran,  depth, 
o/b,  battery  charger,  Porta-Potti,  extra  sails.  $3,200. 
(510)  620-0642. 

MacGREGOR  26  CLASSIC,  1995.  Finest  any¬ 
where!  Loaded.  Trailer  w/spare,  9.9  hp  long  shaft 
w/altemator  &  autostart.  Deluxe  stem  rail,  extra 
lifelines,  swim  ladder,  stainless  mast  crutch  w / 
roller  &  mast  raising  kit.  Roller  furling  genoa  1 35%, 
extra  jib,  topping  lift,  VHF,  depth,  compass,  dual 
batteries,  wiring  panel,  stereo,  extra  interior  light¬ 
ing,  pop-top  cover.  Lots  of  wood,  teak  companion- 
way,  brass  instruments,  CG  safety  package.  Over 
$20,000  invested.  Will  sacrifice  well  below  book 
for  $14,000.  (408)847-4800. 

MacGREGOR  26, 1988.  Cruising  design.  Roller 
furling/1 50%  genoa,  extra  reef  points,  jiffy  reefing, 
all  lines  lead  aft,  9.9  Yamaha  4  stroke  w/electric 
start.  2  gas  tanks,  AP,  compass,  DF,  stern  pulpit. 
Swim  ladder,  interior  &  exterior  cushions,  2  burner 
alcohol  stove.  Porta-Potti,  extra  daggerboard,  tan¬ 
dem  axle  trailer  w/surge  brakes  &  CG  equipment. 
$8,500.  (707)  443-0226. 

PACIFIC  SEACRAFT  ORION  27,  1983.  Cutter 
rigged,  tiller  steering,  dodger,  Aries  windvane, 
HAM  rig,  Yanmar  diesel,  propane  stove,  oven  & 
cabin  heater.  Ready  for  your  dream  cruise.  In 
Honolulu.  $45,000.  Sid,  (808)  623-9749. 


BRISTOL  CHANNEL  CUTTER,  1 977.  Sam  Morse 
hull/deck,  teak  exterior,  new  Perkins  3  cyl  w/Max 
Prop  '95,  new  stainless  water  tanks  &  aluminum 
fuel  tank.  Cruising  vet  with  lots  of  gear.  $45,000. 
Located  Sausalito.  (607)  754-9242. 

25-FT  CORONADO  SLOOP.  2  headsails,  club 
rig,  alcohol  stove,  DS,  all  new  running  rigging  & 
blocks  -  good  stuff.  Brand  new  $1 ,700  Nissan  8  hp 
I/s  o/b.  Berkeley  berth.  $3,800  now.  Call  Norm 
(415)  883-8500. 

SANTANA  27, 1969. 5  sails,  no  motor.  Sausalito 
berth.  $4,000.  (408)  353-5712. 

25- FT  FOLKBOAT,  1958.  Brandt-Morier,  Den¬ 
mark.  Wooden  classic,  very  sound.  Race  or  cruise. 
3  sets  of  sails,  engine  mount,  sleeps  2,  due  for 
haulout,  routine  refinishing.  Leaving  town,  must 
sell.  $4,000  obo.  Ed,  (510)  339-8932. 

B-25,  1990.  Immaculate  condition.  Dry  sailed, 
galv  trailer.  Good  racing  record.  Motivated  seller. 
$18,000  obo.  Eves,  (619)  436-9094. 

OLSON  25,  HULL  #44.  8  sails,  trailer,  VHF, 
Loran,  wind  package,  lots  of  extra  gear  &  up¬ 
grades.  Lightly  used  SoCal  boat.  No  o/b  or  spinna¬ 
ker.  2  boats,  one  must  go  before  spring.  $14,000. 
Call  (415)  331-3134  after  Feb  10th. 

26- FT  RHODES  MERIDIAN.  Classic  fiberglass 
sloop.  9  hp  o/b,  VHF,  DS,  KM,  AM/FM  radio.  Full 
keel  forefoot  cutaway,  2  mainsails,  4  jibs,  extras. 
Berkeley  berth.  Sturdy  &  reliable,  ready  to  sail. 
$7,000  or  will  consider  trade  up.  (510)  706-1471 . 

BRISTOL  27.  Full  keel,  proven  cruiser,  M ex/ 
T ransPac.  All  lines  led  aft,  singlehander’s  dream. 
Lots  of  equipment.  AP,  Loran,  new  covers.  2  boat 
owner.  $7,800  obo.  Phone  (510)  528-4216  or 
(510)  273-8513. 

PEARSON  28, 1986.  Bay  &  coastal  cruiser.  Ex¬ 
cellent  condition.  $29,500.  (916)  265-2070. 

B-25  PRESTO,  1991.  Light,  fast,  friendly.  Very 
clean  inside  &  out.  Many  upgrades  from  stock 
boat.  2  mains,  6headsails,  5  spinnakers,  Sailcomp, 
GPS,  VHF,  full  cover,  trailer.  Asking  $22,500. 

T  odd  Willsie.  (206)  78 1  -8436  h  or  (206)  557-171 1 

TARTAN  27, 1966.  Sparkman  &  Stephens  clas¬ 
sic,  in  great  shape.  New  wiring,  fuel  &  water  tanks, 
reconditioned  sails,  full  canvas,  dodger,  furling  jib, 
all  lines  aft.  Last  yrts  bottom  paint  &  survey,  ready 
to  sail.  $7,000  obo.  Contact  (415)  324-1433  h  or 
(408)  955-4559  w. 


Remember... 
Classy  deadline 
is  a-l-w-a-y-s 
the  18th. 


JpN  EAST  BAY  SAIL  CLEANING 

LJf  (510)  523-9011 

MARINE  SURVEYOR  Serving  the  Bay  and  Delta  Areas 

JOHN  HALLANDER,  P.E. 

*  Sail  and  Power  •  Fiberglass,  wood,  metal  •  40  years  experience 
•  Free  phone  consultation  •  No  travel  charge  •  24-hr  service  available 

Pt.  Richmond  (510)  237-841^  Bethel  Island  (510)  684-3454 

SOUTH  PACIFIC  PASSAGEMAKING  EXPERIENCE 

Master  passagemaking,  heavy  weather  &  navigation  skills  in  South  Pacific  aboard  John  Neal's  new  Hallberg 
Rassy  46.  Benefit  from  23  yrs  &  1 35,000  miles  of  experience  while  discovering  the  charms  of  Polynesia. 
For  Brochure:  Mahina  Expeditions 

(360)  378-6131,  fax  (360)  378-6331,  Box  1596,  Friday  Harbor,  WA  98250.  www.rockisland.com/--mahina 

TEAK 

WOOD 

B.  AXELROD  &  CO.  since  i96i 

First  quality.  Fine  selection. 

Surfaced  1/4",  3/8",  1/2",  7/8",  1  7/8  •  Rough  4/4",  8/4" 

201  Florida  St.,  SF  94103 
(415)626-4949  •  Fax  (415)  621-8982. 

1 

51 

DIESEL  FUEL  FILTERING  — 

Process  Scrubs,  Polishes,  Removes  Algae,  Dirt, 

Rust  &  Water  from  Diesel  Fuel.  rf 

Includes  Internal  Tank  Wash  Down. 

YOUR  BERTH  OR  BOAT  YARD  •  (510)  521-6797  m 

Q'KEEXi  ISLES  &  TWB^KTPf 

Fun  "adventure  sailing*  groups  -  individuals/couples;  we  "match-make"  our  crews! 

Fully  crewed  charters  for  groups  -  own  49  ft  to  53  ft  yachts.  We’ve  been  sailing  here  6  yrs,  know  all  the 
cool  places  &  people  -  the  real  islands,  not  touristville! 

SEASCAPE  (206)  883-0961.  Email  Diane@seascape-sail.com.  Http://www.seascape-sail.com 

i 
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25-FT  SCHOCK  ENDEAVOR,  1963.  Hull  #65. 
New  Mariner  4  hp  o/b.  New  hull  paint.  Red  Pettit 
Easy  epoxy.  New  bottom  paint  Pettit  Trinidad 
black.  Numerous  improvements.  Asking  $4,000 
or  make  offer.  Call  9  am-5  pm.  (91 6)  777-5293,  Iv 
msg. 

COLUMBIA  26,  1969.  Bill  Tripp  design.  8  hp 
Honda,  lowhrs.  Roller  furling  jib,  double  reef  main, 
lines  led  aft,  shorepower,  VHF,  DS,  compass,  2 
anchors,  pushpit  &  lifelines.  Recent  survey.  Solid 
rig,  bulletproof  hull,  cruise  or  liveaboard.  $4,500 
obo.  Bob,  (916)  673-0394. 

N 

CORONADO  25,  with  hard  dodger,  specially  rein¬ 
forced  cabin,  mast  &  rigging.  New  cabinets.  2 
mains,  3  jibs,  2  survival  suits,  VHF,  Loran,  AP, 
solar  panel,  2  deep  cycle  batteries,  new  wiring, 
etc.  $5,500  obo.  (415)  331-3487.  Best  on  Bay! 

25-FT  FOLKBOAT.  Wood,  easy  to  sail.  Hauled 
11/95,  new  paint,  maststep,  running  rigging,  stand¬ 
ing  rigging,  compass,  Nissan  8.8  hp.  I  enjoy  show¬ 
ing  the  boat.  $3,000.  (510)  832-7720. 

CORONADO  25.  Fiberglass  hull,  tiller  steering, 
sloop  rigged.  Sleeps  5,  head  w/holding  tank,  new 
bottom  paint,  main  &  jib,  2  anchors.  Great  bargain! 
Asking  $1 ,800  obo.  (805)  382-1122. 

HAIDA  26.  NW  or  Baja!  Trailerable  &  ocean 
capable!  Ray  Richards  design,  1984  refit.  10  hp 
diesel,  rudder,  interior,  sails,  rigging,  spacious 
teak  interior,  trailer  available.  $9,900.  Yanmar  34 
hp  diesel,  excellent  $2,900.  (415)  331-7576. 

EXCAUBUR  26,  1979.  Great  condition,  new 
Nissan  8  hp,  new  electrical  and  battery  system. 
Main  and  3  jibs,  head.  A  true  nautical  treasure. 
Must  sell  (moved,  mortgage  due).  Redwood  City 
berth.  $4,900  obo.  Russ,  (415)  244-9675. 

ERICSON  27, 1974.  New  in  ’92-94:  Standing  & 
running  rigging,  North  FB  mainsail,  North  RF  ST 
jib,  electrical,  propane  stove,  AP,  dodger,  1 3  lines 
led  aft,  all  Harken  equipment.  Beautiful  but  needs 
work  on  Atomic  4.  $8,000  firm.  (415)  626-3724. 

WIZARD  OF  BRISTOL,  win  the  Master  Mariners 
this  year?  It’s  ready.  Herreshoff  Rocinante  28' 
canoe  stemed  ketch.  Won  Lyle  Galloway  Per¬ 
petual  twice.  New  sails.  $1 2,000.  (51 0)  644-3256 
eves. 

EXPRESS  27,  DRAGONLADY.'  91  Trailritetrailer. 
$16,000.  Jim  at  (415)  898-7422. 

CATAUNA  27, 1975.  Tabernacle  mast,  80%  jib, 
140%  genoa  &  mainsail.  Holding  tank,  dinette 
model,  9.9  hp  Evinrude  c/b.  Just  a  nice,  clean  boat 
for  sailing  the  Bay  &  environs.  Lying  Emeryville. 
$5,1 00.  Pager  (51 0)  466-0210  or  (510)  655-6228. 


29TO  31FEET 


OLSON  30,  RUN  WILD.  Stiff,  competitive  boat. 
Equipment  includes  3.5  hp  o/b,  10  sails,  GPS  w/ 
B&G  remote  display,  Sailcomp  compass,  KM, 
DF,  VHF  radio,  cover.  Upgrades:  double-spreader 
rig,  Harken  traveler  &  jib  leads,  recent  Imran 
topsides  &  epoxy  bottom.  Cheetah  graphics,  an¬ 
odized  aluminum  tiller  &  custom  Wabbit-style 
motor  mount.  Price  reduced.  $1 7,500 w/out  trailer. 
$19,500  w/trailer.  Al  Holt,  (510)  455-5202. 

CASCADE  29,  1976.  Excellent,  compact 
bluewater  boat  w/Faryman  diesel  &  hard  dodger. 
Wheel,  DS,  VHF.  Located  in  Winchester  Bay,  OR. 
Slip  is  paid  thru  3/97.  $1 4, 500.  (541 )  345-1 206 for 
info. 

COLUMBIA  30, 1 973.  T ripp  designed  sloop.  Good 
Bay/cruising  boat.  Working  set  of  sails  plus  1 80% 
genoa,  storm  jib.  Radio,  DF,  AP.  Well  maintained, 
documented.  Moving  up  to  larger  boat.  $13,950 
reduced  for  quick  sale.  (415)  365-3004. 

HUNTER  30, 1989.  Exc  condition.  Immaculate, 
newer  model.  New  dodger  &  sail  cover.  New 
Autohelm  4000  AP,  2  new  batteries,  VHS,  DS, 
KM,  Yanmar  diesel  low  hrs,  roller  furling,  new 
GPS  45,  propane  grill.  Sausalito  berth.  $39,000. 
(503)408-1816. 

C&C  31, 1975.  For  racing  &  fun.  Exc  condition. 
Complete  spinnaker  gear:  3/4  and  1/2  chutes. 
Main,  storm,  110%,  130%,  150%  and  drifter. 
Volvo  20  hp  diesel.  No  blisters,  bottom  painted 
Oct  '96.  $11,500.  Contact  (415)  381-3562  or 
(415)  389-8881. 

30- FT  CLIPPER  MARINE,  1975.  Fiberglasssloop. 
Beautiful  custom  interior,  new  Yanmar  diesel, 
approx  80  hrs.  Dahl  fuel  filter,  new  water/fuel 
tanks,  all  instruments,  Loran,  Autohelm,  propane. 
See  to  appreciate.  F-1 7  Emeryville  Marina.  $9,000 
obo.  (510)  790-3729. 

NORTHCOAST  30.  Strong  fiberglass  sloop  built 
Vancouver.  Maintained  in  great  condition.  Com¬ 
fortable  classic  interior,  superb  compromise  ocean/ 
coastal  sailor.  Much  equip.,  many  upgrades  prior 
to  Atlantic  crossing.  Located  Turkey.  Cruise  the 
Mediterranean?  Phone  (604)  732-1888  or  fax, 
(604)  732-1833.  email  yalkin@smartt.com 

31 - FT  STEEL  SLOOP.  Want  to  cruise  but  have 
more  time  &  talent  than  money?  NZ  built,  fresh 
hull  &  interior  paint.  All  there  but  needs  finishing, 
sails,  mast,  interior,  engine.  On  large  trailer.  Call 
for  more  info.  (707)  445-8656,  eves. 


NEWPORT  30 II,  1976.  Excellent  all  around  boat 
for  SF  Bay  &  ocean  cruising  &  racing.  Active  one 
design  class.  Boat  is  well  equipped  &  has  been 
professionally  maintained.  Partnership  spriit  forces 
sale.  Included  are  3  jibs  &  spinnaker.  Avon  inflat¬ 
able  dinghy  w/floorboards  &  o/b,  new  cabin  & 
cockpit  cushions,  selfcontained  head,  VHF,  DS, 
Loran,  KM.  $16,000.  Bill,  (415)  347-2686. 

ALBERG  30,  1973,  MAGIC  by  Whitby.  Fully 
cruise  equipped,  all  equipment  less  than  2  yrs  old. 
Universal  30  diesel,  Raytheon  R10X  radar, 
Magellan  GPS,  Autohelm  ST4000  tillerpilot,  VHF 
(base  &  handheld).  Autohelm  DS/KM,  class  B 
Epirb,  Simpson  Lawrence  windlass,  Brace  w/200 
ft  5/16  chain,  stem  anchor  2oftft  5/8  rode  w/chain 
leader,  CD,  propane  BBQ  (tank  fed).  New 
gennaker,  2  mains,  genoa,  new  yankee,  dodger, 
Airex  cockpit  cushions,  new  interiorcushions,  new 
LPU  decks  &  more.  Mex  vet.  $25,900.  Contact 
(415)  332-1760. 

PEARSON  303,  1985.  Strong  Bay  &  coastal 
cruiser.  New  dodger,  awning,  sail,  winch,  BBQ, 
covers,  knotlog  &  depth  instruments.  Bottom  paint 
1/96,  diesel,  wheel,  roller  furling,  VHF,  Autohelm 
3000,  h/c  pressure  water,  water  heater,  shower, 
propane  stove,  safety  netting,  spare  main  &  jib, 
battery  charger,  voltmeter,  3  anchors  &  more. 
Documented.  Excellent  condition.  $33,500.  Call 
(916)  489-7047. 

30-FT  fillLMORE  DESIGN,  1972.  Teak  &  ma¬ 
hogany  cutter  rigged  sloop.  Full  keel  with  diesel 
aux.  A  beautiful  classic  in  like  new  condition. 
Berthed  in  Berkeley.  $20,000.  (916)  823-6356. 

SOVEREL  30  MK  III,  1974.  Completely  restored 
in  &  out  &  beautiful  with  Westerbeke  diesel.  Super 
loaded.  Sitting  on  custom  built  3  axle  galv  trailer. 
10  ft  Avon  dinghy,  almost  new  with  9.5  hp  o/b. 
$35,000.  (520)  299-2022. 

30-FT  WOODEN  SLOOP.  Professionally-built  in 
New  Zealand,  1974.  Beautiful,  low-maintenance 
strip-planked  hull  (1-1/4‘  Kauri  wood)  with  heavy 
framing,  fiberglass-covered  deck  and  cabin.  Rac- 
ing/craising  (Planet  Class)  design  with  modem  rig, 
aluminum  mast,  S/S  rigging,  modified  full  keel 
(nimble  yet  stable),  diesel  (recently  serviced  -  new 
batteries) .  Complete  set  of  sails  including  2  genoas, 
spinnaker,  storm  sails.  Self-steering,  3  anchors, 
liferaft,  new  bottom  paint.  $1 5,000.  (707)  629-3349, 
Johan. 

CATALINA  30, 1978.  Strong  Atomic  4,  furling  jib, 
dodger,  wheel,  VHF,  DS,  KM,  150  watt  stereo, 
oven/stove,  attractive  interior  with  lots  of  brass.  A 
clean,  well  maintained,  low  maintenance,  turnkey 
boat.  A  must  see  at  $n?  500.  Contact  Mike  at 
(707)  226-2522. 


ETCHELLS  USA  283.  New  boom,  all  new  lines  & 
in  very  good  shape.  Full  boat  cover.  Located  at 
Richmond.  $8,250.  Call  (415)  940-6158  days  or 
(415)  323-3935  eves. 

CASCADE  29, 1971 .  Inland  migration  forces  sale 
of  pet  project.  Yanmar  diesel,  pre-embargo  glass 
hull,  sitka  mast,  mahogany  cabin,  trim,  sleeps  6. 
This  boat  to  be  sold  as  is.  SF  berth.  $1 1 ,500.  Call 
(208)  267-3343. 

BABA  30, 1982.  In  San  Diego,  cruise  ready.  New 
holding  tank,  Schatlauer  sails,  radar,  GPS,  SSB, 
inverter,  custom  mattress,  Max-Prop,  Monitor, 
many  spares.  Refrig,  Espar,  sun  awning,  chain, 
CQR,  Danforth,  custom  stem  pulpit,  winter  cover, 
Ample  alternator.  $68,000.  (619)  2264923. 

LIKE  30-FT  RACER/CRUISERS  but  want  more 
performance,  racier  looks?  Chance  PT  30!  $1 2,000 
in  recent  upgrades;  Yanmar  diesel,  tiller,  mast¬ 
head  rig,  lines  aft,  full  headroom,  seakindly.  Can 
teach.  Asking  $17,500.  (415)  872-0535  for  facts/ 
photos. 

CASCADE  29,  in  final  stages  of  restoration,  out¬ 
side  nearly  completed,  interior  needs  some  wood¬ 
work  &  finish.  Rebuilt  Atomic  4.  Additional  gear, 
furier,  12v/110v  switch  panel,  55amp  alternator, 
boat  cover.  Extensive  list  of  installed  gear.  Asking 
$1 2,000.  Bob,  (91 6)  455-8435  or  (91 6)  737-9854. 

ELITE  29, 1984. 1/2  tonner,  racer/craiser.  Docu¬ 
mented  vessel.  Huge,  beautiful  light  elm  interior. 
Galley  w/pressure  water.  Enclosed  head,  5'  8' 
standing  headroom,  roomy  rear  stateroom,  double 
berth  forward  &  2  settee  berths.  Harken  furier, 
bow  roller  w/Brace  anchor.  Almost  new  Sobstad 
main  &  95%  jib,  also  1 40%.  Inboard  Volvo  diesel. 
New:  speedo,  DS,  Loran,  batteries,  solar  panel. 
Recent  survey.  Well  maintained,  exc  condition. 
Great  Bay  &  Delta  cruiser.  Berkeley  upwind  slip. 
$22,000.  Also,  Laser,  no  trailer.  $400.  Contact 
(510)  923-3269. 

WILLARD  30, 1974.  Horizon  pilothouse  motor- 
sailer.  Perkins  4-1 07,  SS  swim  ladder,  exc  condi¬ 
tion.  $33,950  obo.  (408)  426-6943,  eves. 

CATALINA  30, 1989.  Dodger,  furling  jib  (135% 
&90%),  single  line  reefing,  lazy  jacks,  ST  winches, 
windlass,  VHF,  DM,  KM,  refrig,  propane  stove/ 
oven,  microwave,  hot/cold  pressure  water,  mac- 
erator,  25  XP  diesel,  3’8‘  draft.  Brisbane.  Contact 
(408)  323-9120. 

ERICSON  30, 1968.  Rebuilt  Albine  engine,  new 
fuel  tank,  filter  system.  Sails,  Loran,  VHF,  depth. 
Dinghy,  large  list  of  well  maintained  Inventory. 
Option  to  lease  slip  in  SF  Marina  area.  $15,000 
obo.  James,  (415)  567-9634. 


CHART  SAVINGS  OF  70%  &  MORE! 

Current  Edition  Charts  reproduced  on  the  Heaviest-Weight  Paper  in  the  industry! 

So.  Pac.,  Mex.,  N.Z.,  Aust.,  USA,  Carib.,  Med.,  Worldwide.  Free  Index.  Sample  Chart  $2.  DMA  &  NOS 
Originals  @  20%  Off!  (25  chart  min.)  20  Years  Quality  Service.  —  Bellingham  Chart  Printers  — 
P.O.  Box  1728L,  Friday  Harbor,  WA  98250  •  (800)  643-3900  •  Fax  (360)  468-3939 

MARINE  ATTORNEY 

Specializing  warranty,  purchase  contracts,  sales/use  tax,  liens,  charters,  construction/repair, 
accidents  since  1960.  Practical  Experience  Counts;  Bay/Ocean  Racing/Craising  since  1945. 

William  E.  Vaughan,  17  Embarcadero  Cove,  Oakland, CA  94606 

EvStarMar@aol.com  (510)  532-1786;  FAX  532-3461,  MC/Visa  OK 

HEAVY  WEATHER  OCEAN  PASSAGE  EXPERIENCE 

Gain  valuable  offshore  experience  in  South  Pacific  before  deciding  to  go  cruising  on  your  own  boat.  Master 
heavy  weather,  navigation  &  weather  planning  w/ John  Neal  aboard  his  new  H-R  46,  Mahina  Tiare  III. 
MAHINA  EXPEDITIONS 

Box  1596,  Friday  Harbor,  WA  98250  (360)  378-6131,  fax  (360)  378-6331  www.rockisland.com/-mahina 

Ibrompton  BHOMPION  FOLDING  BICYCLE 

«  Quality  folding  bike  from  Great  Britain.  Folds  small  —  rides  BIG.  A  custom 

A  •*.  made  product,  folds  in  20  seconds.  Fits  in  Samsonite  suitcase.  Several 

&L  T  models  to  choose  from,  3  or  5  speed.  Prices  from  $631 .  MC  &  Visa  OK. 

W  C.M.  WASSON  Co.,  USA  Distributor,  800-783-3447 

i 

yy-/  CURTAINS  LOSING  TEETH?  CUSHIONS  SAGGING? 

Ja/  We  can  give  your  boat  a  90’s  interior  featuring  new 

marine  fabrics  of  Sunbrella,  Olefin,  etc.  at  affordable  prices. 

^y\  100%  satisfaction  guaranteed/no  deposit  //I 

Call  Bobbi  at  (415)  331-5919  for  free  estimate. 

SAIL  &  POWERBOAT  REPAIR 

Clean  &  professional.  20  yrs  experience,  willing  to  travel, 
fair  prices,  will  help  do-it-yourselfers,  2nd  opinion  on  boat  purchase  or  repairs. 

Installation  of  water  filters,  etc. 

24  hr  phone:  (415)  221-5058 

MARINE  ENGINE  &  ELECTRIC 

Installation  -  Maintenance  -  Repair 

20  Years 

Michael  Lord 
(510)522-3011 

SIGNS  GRAPHICS  WOODCARVING 

PETER  KAHL  STUDIO  ARQUES  SHIPYARD  SAUSALITO  415-332-6608 
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32  TO  35  FEET 


FAST  345, 1984.  34.5'  Great  fast  cruiser/livea- 
board.  Ron  Holland  designed,  racing  exterior, 
spacious  and  beautiful  interior  w/aft  cabin.  Fully 
528  5^  ^°ntact  us  for  details  at  (206) 

WESTSAIL  32.  Perfect  escape  vehicle.  Volvo 
diesel,  1 20  gal  water,  80  gal  dsl,  7  gal  propane,  1 3 
gal  kerosene,  15  gal  holding,  60#,  45#  &  35# 
CQRs.  Hard  dinghy,  3  hp  motor,  Aires  vane 
Autohelm,  GPS,  fath,  VHF,  Sailor  multi-band  ra¬ 
dio,  9  bags  sails,  watermaker,  rigged  oversized 
’91.  Extra  lead  in  keel,  extra  roving  in  hull,  many 
spares,  mast  head  tri-color,  radar  reflector,  Ship¬ 
mate  stove,  Chummy  heater.  $59,950.  Contact 
(510)  754-6663. 

COLUMBIA  5.5  RACING  SHELL  Good  condi¬ 
tion,  needs  TLC.  Main,  jib  &  spinnaker  like  new. 
Fresh  bottom  job.  $1 ,500  obo.  (91 6)  776-1 836. 

CAL  2-34, 1 976.  Ready  to  cruise,  lying  in  La  Paz, 
Mexico.  Diesel,  AP,  radar,  2  GPS's,  dodger,  45# 
CQR  &  HD  windlass,  new  main,  jib  &  storm.  H/c 
pressure  water,  extra  tankage,  dinghy  &  o/b,  solar 
panels,  etc.  Boat  outfitted  in  '94  &  in  top  condition. 
Owners  currently  living  aboard.  $24,000.  Fax, 
(011)  52-1 12-16142.  S/v  Gypsy  Anchor. 

35-FT  FUJI  KETCH,  1974.  Mexico  vet.  John 
Aldendesigneddassicfiberglassbluewatercruiser 
w/lots  of  beautiful  teak.  Full  keel  w/modified 
forepeak,  wooden  masts,  wheel,steering,  30  hp 
Yanmar  diesel,  standing  rigging  used  1  yr,  many 
sails  including  cruising  spinnaker,  mizzen  staysail, 
storm  trysail,  storm  jib.  SS  kerosene  stove, 
Autohelm  3000,  Cole  heater,  SL  windlass,  SatNav, 
dodger,  anchors,  chain  &  lines.  $35,000.  Dry 
stored  in  Tucson,  A Z.  Will  deliverto  Southern  Cal. 
(520)  575-8469. 

WESTSAIL 32, 1978.  Factory  built.  Exccondition, 
ready  for  bluewater.  Must  sell  for  estate.  In  San 
Carlos,  Mexico.  Will  move  boat  to  San  Diego  in 
early  '97.  $49,000  obo.  Call  (303)  499-9288  or 
(011)  670-256-0292. 

DOWNEAST  32, 1979.  Clean,  well  maintained 
cruising  cutter.  Great  liveaboard.  Universal  die¬ 
sel,  wheel  steering,  VHF,  DS,  radar,  AP,  Loran, 
refer,  h/c  pressure  water,  propane  stove/oven. 
Dodger,  covers,  windlass,  new  bottom  paint.  Ask¬ 
ing  $43,000.  (805)  644-4084,  leave  msg. 

ERICSON  32-200,  1989.  Limited  production 
model,  lovely  warm  wood  interior,  aft  cabin,  die¬ 
sel,  electronics,  AP,  and  more.  $55,800.  Call 
(510)228-0215. 


PACIFIC  SEACRAFT/CREALOCK  34,  1991. 

Cutter.  Immaculate  condition.  Custom  equipped 
with  the  finest,  ready  for  extended  bluewater  cruis¬ 
ing-  Low  engine  hrs.  Meticulously  maintained,  as 
close  to  new  as  you’ll  find.  Replacement  value 
over  $170,000.  Moored  in  Anacortes,  WA 
$123,000  firm.  (206)  397-8787. 

BRISTOL  32, 1975.  Sloop,  wheel  steering.  Major 
refit  '95-'96.  New  rigging,  Staylocks,  mainsail, 
depth,  knot,  windlass,  dodger,  awning,  boom 
crutch.  Diesel.  Set  up  for  offshore.  Many  extras. 
CG  documented.  Located  Annapolis.  $29,900  or 
trade  for  West  Coast  sailboat.  (707)  939-1023. 

HUNTER  VISION  32, 1990.  Innovative  unstayed 
sloop  rig  &  winged  keel.  Easy  sailing  with  lines  led 
aft/roller  furling.  Great  interior  sleeps  6,  full  galley 
with  Corian,  head  w/shower.  Call  for  specs,  must 
see  to  appreciate.  $57,500.  Kirk,  (510)  234-1 800. 

ARIES  32.  Full  keel,  world  cruiser.  Mahogany  on 
oak,  new  bottom,  Monitor,  6  sails,  windlass,  Volvo 
diesel,  lines  lead  aft,  heavy  rigging.  $12,500  obo 
(707)  578-4279. 

NICHOLS  YAWL  34,  BUILT  1961.  Traditional 
lines,  full  keel,  fiberglass  over  plywd  construction. 
Mahogany  cabin  &  interior.  80%  restored,  new 
decks  &  cockpit.  Good  liveaboard,  sleeps  5.  New 
propane  stove/tank.  Atomic  4  engine.  $11,000 
obo.  Lisa,  (415)  552-9210  days. 

RANGER  33, 1970.  “Great  boat,  best  buy"  says 
Cmising  World.  Ready  to  cruise/race.  VHF, 
depthsounder,  AP,  GPS,  speedo,  new  150%, 
130%,  100%  headsail,  spinnaker.  CNG  stove/ 
oven,  Universal  diesel,  holding  tank,  TV/VCR, 
inflatable.  $8,000  new  interior  &  more.  $24,500. 
Days  (800)  366-8584  or  (714)723-0279  eves. 

NEW  NONSUCH  354.  Commissioned  12/95. 
Beautiful  second  generation  boat.  New  from  keel 
up.  Carbon  fiber  mast  &  wishbone  w/North's  new 
Spectra  sail.  Loaded  w/equip  &  amenities.  Most 
spacious,  fastest,  easiest  sailing  boat  for  its  size. 
$165,000.  (209)  941-0331. 

C&C  34, 1980.  Immaculate,  Yanmar,  new  main, 
new  Bay  Blaster,  new  lifelines,  110%,  150%, 
gennaker,  10  ft  hard  bottom  inflatable,  8  hp  o/b, 
Autohelm  3000,  selftailing  winches,  rod  rigging, 
VHF,  DS,  KM,  windspeed,  new  propane  grill. 
$42,000.  (408)  435-6416. 

J/105, 1995.  North  main,  jib,  155%genoa,  reach¬ 
ing  &  jumbo  gennakers,  71  hrs  on  engine,  raced  4 
times,  full  interior,  CD/stereo,  GPS,  VHF,  AP. 
Immaculate  &  ready  to  race  or  cruise.  At  Santa 
Barbara.  Bob,  (805)  965-4538. 


CT  34,  1979.  Beautiful  double-ended  offshore 
cruising  cutter.  Robert  Perry  design  with  fiber- 
giass/airex  core  construction  &  25  hp  Volvo  die¬ 
sel.  Beautiful  teak  decks  &  cockpit,  worm  gear 
steering,  etc.  Complete  $15,000  refit  fall  '96 
includes  new  LP  paint  &  epoxy  bottom,  new  rig¬ 
ging,  new  canvas,  new  interior  paint  &  varnish, 
new  upholstery,  all  new  hoses,  thru-hulls,  valves, 
etc.  Needs  approx  $2,000  to  be  complete.  Giving 
it  away  at  $1 9,950/trade?  (Low  book  is  $37,500). 
Call  (805)  546-1108. 

HANS  CHRISTIAN  34,  1977.  Price  slashed 
$9,000,  motivated!  Structurally  sound,  very  clean 
“project  boat”.  Recently  hauled  with  detailed  sur¬ 
vey.  New  seacocks  &  bottom  paint.  New,  fully 
serviced,  42  hp  Volvo  Penta  Turbo  diesel  -  71  hrs. 
New  electrical  &  charging  system.  8  inspected 
sails.  Nonskid  fiberglass  decks.  Refurbished  head. 
Extras.  Needs  hollow  spruce  mast  repair  or  re¬ 
placement,  cabin  upholstery,  prightwork.  In  Sau- 
salito,  she's  a  classic  cruiser  seeking  the  right 
owner.  $52,500  plus  negotiable  fix-its.  Principals 
only  please.  (415)  339-1301,  Jane. 

NANTUCKET  33, 1968.  Strong,  lightweight,  fast. 
Displacement  9,000  lbs  /  4,100  lbs.  Aluminum 
hull,  built  in  Holland  at  Huisman's  yard.  Alan 
Gurney  design.  The  perfect  couples'  bluewater 
cruiser/racer.  All  mahogany  below  decks.  Config¬ 
ured  for  passagemaking.  Volvo  MD6A,  extra  wa¬ 
ter  tanks,  Avon,  spin.  gear.  Excellent  condition. 
$33,000  obo.  Contact  Jim  Van  Beveren  at,  H’ 
(510)827-8915. 

BREWER/JASON  35.  Beautiful  handcrafted 
proven  ocean  cruiser.  Launched  '91,  completely 
equipped,  lying  Olympia,  WA.  Call  for  complete 
info.  Asking  $109,000.  (541)  459-0101. 


36  TO  39  FEET 


CUMULANT  38F.  Dutch  round-bilge,  steel,  fast 
cruising  cutter.  Rebuilt  '93  for  sustainable  cruis¬ 
ing,  extensively  equipped  for  strength,  safety, 
maintainability,  easy  handling,  gorgeous.  US  duty 
&  Euro-VAT  paid.  $1 27,500.  (541 )  899-91 92.  http i 
/www.barbican  1 790.com/saben/saben.html 

CAL  39, 1 972.  Well  maintained.  Berthed  in  Berke¬ 
ley.  $36,000.  (603)  472-2845. 

ISLANDER  36, 1974.  Epoxy  bottom  '95,  Furuno 
radar,  Questor  mount,  Magellan  GPS,  new  instru¬ 
ments  1/96.  Stereo,  Apelco  Loran,  Navico  AP, 
Harken  furler,  North  sails.  Full  batten  main, 
Sailomat  windvane,  hard  dodger,  fresh  paint  '95/ 
'96.  $32,500.  (503)  325-7682  or  (360)  665-4007, 
eves. 


ESPRIT  37, 1981.  Mexico  vet.  Ready  to  go.  130 
gal  water,  45  gal  diesel,  refer,  6  man  liferaft, 
EPIRB,  Icom,  roller  furling.  Main  &  120%  new '95. 
150%,  110%,  85%,  drifter  all  in  good  shape. 
Monitor  vane,  Alpha  AP,  full  canvas  cover,  long 
range  performance  cruiser.  Some  minor  cosmetic 
repairs,  fix  as  you  cruise.  Exceptional  value. 
$65,000.  If  solid  value  &  seaworthiness  are  more 
important  than  waxed  hulls  call  (510)  787-1949, 
eves  or  (800)  891  -6385,  days.  Trade  for  airplane! 

38-FT  ERICSON,  1981.  Pure  sailing  pleasure, 
standing  rigging  replaced,  mast  rewired,  Loran  & 
Autohelm 4000  installed,  plumbing  hoses  replaced, 
diesel  (900  hrs)  hoses  replaced,  bottom  painted. 
New  dodger,  good  refrig,  woodstove.  In  Alameda. 
$57,237.  (702)  827-2814,  messages. 

ALERION,  HERRESHOFF  BRISTOL  38, 1967. 

Sloop.  Cruised  Mexico/Hawaii  '94.  Roller  furling, 
windvane,  AP,  anchors,  windlass,  awnings, 
watermaker,  GPS,  radar,  VHF,  HAM/SSB,  solar 
panels,  windcharger,  inverter,  propane  stove  & 
heater,  refrig.  $55,000  Call  after  Feb.  9th.  Call 
(510)  864-8809. 

FISHER  37,  motorsailer  ketch,  aft  cabin,  radar, 
Loran,  wind  s/d,  depth,  speed  log,  2  VHF,  CB, 
loudhailer,  Avon,  80  hp  Ford  Sabre  diesel,  120 
gal.  fuel,  120  H20.  Monterey  slip  available.  Must 
sell.  (408)  624-7210. 

HUNTER  37.5, 1996.  Well  equipped,  diesel  fur¬ 
nace,  3  batteries,  dodger,  roller  furling,  propane 
stove  w/oven.  Yanmar  38  hp  diesel,  Bruce  & 
Danforth  anchors,  Dutchman  sail  system, 
selftailing  winches,  GPS,  KM,  DS,  Hunter 
Cruisepac.  $106,500.  Telehone  orfax  us  at  (360) 
671-8977. 

38-FT  C&C  LANDFALL  1981.  Performance 
cruiser,  excellent  condition,  loaded.  Pacific  vet,  30 
hp  Yanmar,  GPS,  roller  furling,  refrig,  10  ft  Zodiac 
w/4.5  Evinrude.  Dodger  w/bimini,  selftailing 
winches,  6  man  emergency  Avon.  Located 
Ventura.  $56,500.  (209)  456-8575. 

FREYA  39,  CONTRARY  TO  ORDINARY.  Cutter 
rigged,  good  sail  inventory,  Pro-furl  roller  furling. 
Monitor  windvane  &  Benmar  AP.  45  lb  CQR,  300 
ft  of  3/8“  chain.  Nillson  anchor  winch.  Yanmar 
3QM30  recently  completely  overhauled.  $85,000. 
Jim  Hogan,  (415)  604-5413  wor(415)  728-9528 


38-FT  HANS  CHRISTIAN,  cutter  rig.  Hauled  Jan 
2nd.  No  gel  coat  blisters!  Ready  to  cross  ocean 
March  1  st.  New  Nissan  diesel,  Sharp  AP,  Sailomat 
WV,  Givens  LR,  Lighthouse  1 500  dual  elec  wind¬ 
lass.  $75,000.  Qualified  cash  buyers  only.  Offer 
considered.  Kailua-Kona,  HI.  (808)  322-4948. 


~\ )  K  INSIDE  PASSAGE  ~  ALASKA 

J  lm\  Sail  Seattle’ GlaCier  Bay  &  retum  ~  April  *  May  *  June  ~  on  ,hs  65'  Schooner  Mallory  Todd. 

7 /  fin \  Openings  for  charter  singles/groups  to  6  people  on  several  legs  of  the  trip  @  $  1 25/person/day . 
gyr-si  Any  remaining  space  will  be  made  available  to  interested  expense  sharing  sailors/trainees. 

Call  (206)  451-8160  oe  e-mail:  mallorytodd@msn.com 

/  MARINE  ENGINE  CO. 

Complete  Engine  Services  •  Gas  &  Diesel 

30  Years  Experience  •  Reasonable  Rates 

Tune-Ups  •  Oil  Changes  •  Engine  Rebuilding,  etc. 

(415)  332-0455 

EMBROIDERY 

Shirts  -  Hats  -  Jackets  -  Caps 

Full  digitizing  for  logos,  etc. 

.  HENDERSON  STITCHING 

(415)  331-7332 

NOR-CAL  COMPASS  ADJUSTING 

Magneuto™  System  Exclusively 

1 .  Boat  Remains  in  Berth  2.  Eliminates-Oeviation 

Your  3  best  friends  are. ..GPS,  Radar,  and  a  Comoensated  Compass 

Hal  McCormack  •  Dick  Loomis  «  (415)  892-7177  days  or  eves. 

IT'S  REPAIR  SEASON 

f  Experienced  woodworker  will  build-in  cabinets  &  new  stowage,  replace  worn  soles 

■  I  W  &  dry  rot,  seal  leaks  &  restore  weathered  surfaces.  New  finishes  applied. 

™  j  J  Get  ready  for  your  next  cruise  now.  References  available. 

Call  John  Shinnick  (415)  824-1278 

NEED  FAST  CASH? 

We  have  short  term  (3  month)  funds 
available  for  your  boat  or  for  your  use  in  your  other 
profitable  investments. 

-  Mr.  Jett  (415)  332-8333  - 

August  Enterprises  510.794.8813  or  800.794.8813 

Marine  Surveying 

Power  or  Sail,  Wood,  Fiberglass,  Aluminum,  and  Steel. 

Thorough,  meticulous  inspections,  comprehensive  detailed  reports. 

Members  of  the  US  Surveyors  Association. 

^  Spinnaker  Boat  Cleaning  &  Brightwork 

Y  Wash  from  690/ft.  •  Engine  Maint.  •  Haulouts 

-  —  Located  at  South  Beach  Harbor,  S.F.  (415)  543-7333 
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CATAUNA  36, 1985.  Exc  condition.  Great  look¬ 
ing,  great  sailing.  New  blister-free  epoxy  bottom 
12/96.  Rebuilt  diesel,  waxed,  varnished  &  ready. 
Over  $10,000  spent  in  '96.  Located  Marina  Del 
Rey,  will  deliver  in  CA.  Asking  $49,500  obo.  Call 
(310)  827-1988. 

CATAUNA  36,  1989.  Bristol.  Original  owner. 
Dodger  w/bimini,  refrig,  windlass,  AP,  full  instru¬ 
mentation,  roller  furling,  inside/outside  stereo,  2 
complete  anchor  systems.  Complete  records  of 
all  servicing  and  improvements.  Annapolis  sailing 
course  for  family  included.  $66,000.  Contact  at 
(805)  969-6327. 

CREALOCK37, 1983.  Fully  equipped  for  cruising 
&  in  excellent  condition.  Refrig,  GPS,  radar, 
watermaker,  VHF,  HAM  w/SGC  autotuner,  solar 
panels,  furling  main  &  headsail,  cutter  rig,  3  sets  of 
ground  tackle  (CQR,  Bruce  &  Danforth),  AP. 
$119,000.  (707)  443-5754. 

CATAUNA  36, 1991.  Dodger,  AP,  radar,  Loran, 
GPS,  high  output  alternator,  Stemperch  seats, 
Lazy  Mate  flaking,  roller  furling.  Mint  condition. 
Frig,  e-meter,  much  more.  $77,500.  Contact  at 
(805)686-0186. 

ISLANDER  FREEPORT  36,  1978.  Popular  B- 
plan  w/Pullman  berth,  head  w/shower  forward, 
large  salon,  6'  T  standing  headroom,  ample  stor¬ 
age,  large  comfortable  cockpit  w/ fold  down  ladder 
in  transom.  Perkins  4-1 08  diesel,  significant  elec¬ 
tronics  includes  AP,  VHF,  radar,  new 
depthsounder,  Loran.  Galley  includes  h/c  pres¬ 
sure  water,  1  lOv  engine  driven  refer  w/separate 
freezer,  3  burner  propane  stove  w/oven.  1  lOv  & 
1 2v  throughout,  new  Smart  Charger  &  new  batter¬ 
ies  -  2  banks,  440  amp  hr  house  bank.  Electric 
windlass  w/new  motor,  full  canvas  w/dodger  & 
awning.  Flexible  sail  plan  including  Harken  roller 
furling  jib,  main,  genoa,  drifter,  cutter  rig  including 
stays’l  &  stay.  Lots  new.  Exc  cruiser/liveaboard 
ready  to  go.  Offered  at  $59,500  obo.  Call  (510) 
437-3548  w  or  (510)  523-5741  h. 

WYLIE  38,  HIGH  STRUNG,  1986.  Proven  race 
winner.  She  has  beautiful  lines  &  sails  to  her 
PHRF  rating  of  63.  Call  for  spec  sheet  &  long  list 
of  equipment.  $81 ,500.  (51 0)  793-2490,  eves. 

LAPWORTH  36, 1956.  #10.  Fun,  fast  Bay  racer/ 
cruiser.  New  North  main,  full  cover,  new  interior 
cushions,  Yanmar20  hp,  50  gal  diesel,  25  water, 
holding  tank.  Great  liveaboard.  $20,000.  Scott, 
(415)  369-6127. 


COLUMBIA  36, 1968.  Great  liveaboard/cruiser. 
Bristol.  Major  deck/interior  refit  '96  (Awlgrip  decks, 
opening  ports,  stanchions,  bases,  lifelines,  var¬ 
nish,  sails,  tridata,  head,  bilge  pump,  battery 
charger,  etc.).  Refrig,  pressure  hot/cold  water, 
shower,  stove,  phone,  VHF,  stereo.  $28,950. 
Contact  (415)  332-5240. 

TWO  FINE  WOODIES.  Ohlson  36,  a  classic  CCA 
cruiser/racer  built  in  1964  in  Sweden.  Mahogany 
on  oak,  teak  decks,  mahogany  cabin,  spruce 
mast.  Perennial  Master  Mariner  competitor,  '95 
Mllwinner.  Also  S&S  Weekender.  36ft  Knockabout 
sloop,  fir  on  oak,  teak  house,  Perkins  4107.  A 
thoroughbred  cruiser,  collectible,  Master  Mariner, 
liveaboard.  Strong,  recently  refinished,  newcush- 
ions,  tanks.  Down  payment  needed  for  house. 
$22,000  obo  for  either  boat.  Jim,  (415)  388-6057. 

C&C  38  LANDFALL,  1980.  Fast,  comfortable 
cruiser,  solid  FRP  hull,  no  blisters,  rod  rigging. 
Forepeak,  main  &  rear  cabins.  Yanmar  diesel, 
GPS,  Autohelm,  EPIRB,  more.  Rigged  to  sail  from 
cockpit.  Fine  entry  &  smooth  ride.  Lying  Newport, 
OR.  $54,000.  (541)  753-7636. 

38-FT  COMFORT,  PILOTHOUSE,  liveaboard. 
Monk  design,  fiberglass,  exc  condition.  New  rig¬ 
ging,  sails,  superbly  equipped,  sensibly  priced. 
$128,500.  Lying  Virginia.  Cutlip,  214  Devonshire 
Blvd,  San  Carlos,  CA,  94070  or  email 
76750.32 @  compuserve.com 

CAPE  DORY  36, 1987/88.  Lovely  bluewater  cut¬ 
ter.  North  gennaker,  Raytheon  RL-9  radar,  wind¬ 
lass  (all  ’95).  UK  sails,  Perkins  4-108  (only  320 
hrs),  Datamarine  depth,  KL,  windspeed/direction, 
bronze  winches.  Lovely  interior.  A  rare  find. 
$110,000.(510)521-9008. 

CATALINA  36, 1991.  White  hull,  blue  stripes  & 
blue  canvas.  Dodger,  main  w/stack  pac,  110% 
furling  jib,  KM,  DF,  WS/WP,  AP,  refer,  charger, 
propane,  hot  water  shower,  stereo,  dinghy  &  en¬ 
gine,  walk  through  transom.  Properly  maintained 
w/all  records.  $79,000.  (510)  595-8683. 


40  TO  50  FEET 


PERRY  47.  Center  cockpit  cutter,  cruise  ready. 
Total  refit,  Genset,  watermaker,  radar,  SSB/HAM, 
406  EPIRB,  GPS,  davits,  dinghy,  hard  dodger, 
liferaft,  scuba  compressor,  furling  headsails. 
$1 55,000.  Serious  buyers  please.  (61 9)  422-2974. 

TAYANA  42,  1987.  Aft  cockpit,  extensively 
equipped  for  cruising,  proven  &  ready  to  go.  Well 
maintained,  beautiful  condition,  too  much  to  list. 
Located  in  Hawaii,  will  deliver  or  consider  trade  for 
smaller  boat.  Details  &  photos,  (808)  278-6649. 


BENETEAU  43, 1988.  Professionally  maintained 
in  exc  condition  for  liveaboard  or  ideal  for  cruising. 

3  staterooms,  3  heads,  50  hp  Perkins  4-108. 
Roller  furling.  Separate  frig  &  freezer.  Recently 
hauled  &  refurbished.  Survey  available.  Original 
owner.  $91 ,000.  (510)  236-2633. 

45-FTATKINS/INGRIDKETCH,1976.FG.  Docu¬ 
mented,  much  equip.  Berthed  Glen  Cove.  $49,000. 
Consider  trade  for  aircraft.  (541 )  469-6805. 

40-FT  CUSTOM  STEEL  BOAT.  Made  in  New 
Zealand,  very  fair  hull,  at  first  glance  it  doesn’t  look 
like  a  steel  boat.  Experienced  cruiser,  2  trips  to 
Mexico  &  ready  to  cruise  right  npw.  You  won’t 
believe  the  equipment,  including  3  spinnakers  & 
scuba  compressor.  Cali  for  a  complete  list.  Rush 
decks,  aft  cabin,  fin  keel  &  skeg  rudder.  Handles 
well  in  large  seas,  but  equipped  to  ghost  along  in 
a  puff.  Why  motor?  $129,000.  Lying  Mazatlan. 
Call  for  info.  (415)  361-0618. 

POLARIS  43  MKII,  1983.  Perry  bluewater  cutter 
recently  returned  South  Pacific,  ready  to  go  again. 
Complete  with  watermaker,  windvane,  AP,  Espar 
heater,  liferaft,  loads  more.  Call  for  specs.  Rig¬ 
ging,  sails,  radar  arch,  all  new  '93.  $139,000. 
(360)  437-8212  or  email  brown@olympus.net 

KELLEY/PETERSON  44,  1979.  Cutter  rigged 
sloop.  Center  cockpit,  strong,  fast  offshore  boat. 
Exc  condition.  GPS,  radar,  AP,  inverter,  refrig, 
roller  furling,  spinnaker  and  much  more.  Numer¬ 
ous  upgrades.  Great  liveaboard  &  cruising  boat. 
Detailed  specs  available.  $1 1 5,000.  Seattle,  WA. 
(206)  789-6253. 

CT  41  KETCH.  Fiberglass  hull,  teak  house  w / 
portholes.  Perkins  diesel,  radar,  inverter,  solar 
refrig,  AP,  windvane,  fireplace,  many  extras.  Beau¬ 
tiful,  strong  world  cruiser  at  a  very  low  price. 
$49,000.  Lying  San  Carlos,  Mexico.  Fax  address 
to  D.W.  Content.  (916)  283-3928. 

KELLEY/PETERSON  44  CUTTER,  1978.  Lots  of 
spare  parts,  loaded  for  cruising.  100  hrs  on  en¬ 
gine,  6  sails,  VHF,  GPS,  radar,  pressure  h/c 
water,  windvane,  AP.  Good  cruising  liveaboard, 
refrig,  cabin  heater.  Ventura,  CA.  $1 19,000.  Call 
(805)  652-1944. 

FORMOSA  41, 1980.  Handcarved  teak  interior, 
professionally  maintained,  outstanding  liveaboard. 
Electric  windlass,  VHF,  Loran,  GPS,  AP,  custom 
TV/VCR,  large  12v/1 10  refer,  2  stereos  in/out, 
new  batteries.  Perkins  4-108  diesel,  9  ft  Avon, 
hard  dinghy  on  davits.  $74,900.  (619)  225-9930. 

40-FT  CHINESE  JUNK.  1 5  ft  beam.  Would  make 
a  good  liveaboard.  Needs  woik,  diesel  doesn’t 
run.  Aft  cabin.  $10,000.  Will  consider  trade.  Call 
(415)  599-9378. 


SABRE  42,  1989.  Furling  main  &  jib,  cruising 
spinnaker,  electric  windlass,  Autohelm  6000,  ra¬ 
dar,  vang.  New  in  ’96:  dodger,  cushions,  batteries, 
chargers,  monitors,  refrig.  2  staterooms,  2  heads, 
sleeps  8.  Two  boat  owner  motivated  to  sell. 
$189,000  offers.  MDR,  (310)  573-9288  or  fax 
(310)454-1295. 

MORGAN  44, 1990.  Center  cockpit  sloop.  Only 
310  hrs  on  44  hp  Yanmar  diesel.  Dodger,  bimini, 
radar,  Loran,  AP,  Harken  furling,  radio,  refer, 
electric  windlass,  CD  music,  100  gal  fuel.  This 
boat  is  in  absolutely  mint  condition.  $159,000. 
(408)  8674511. 

46- FT  DARK  RED  CUTTER.  Beautiful  brightwork, 
strong  Airex  hull,  big  engineroom  w/Ford  diesel. 
Weather  protective  cockpit,  strong  anchoringsys- 
tem,  two  12v  refers,  new  stove,  aft  cabin,  good 
headroom.  Lots  of  cruising  equipment.  $80,000. 
(310)  396-1930. 

RHODES40, 1950.  Mahogany/oak,  beautiful,  fast, 
classic.  Rebuilt  35  hp  Grey  Marine,  roller  furling 
jib,  propane  oven,  windlass,  depth/knot,  80  gal 
water,  200  ft  chain.  Small  below  but  liveaboard 
ready.  Sailable  but  needs  work.  Located  Berkeley 
Marina.  $12,000  obo.  (805)  985-8628. 

40-FT  BENETEAU  400.  Fully  outfitted  in  '94  for 
ocean  passagemaking.  Furling  main  &  jib.  Dodger, 
bimini,  radar,  SSB/HAM,  GPS,  full  B&G  network, 
oversized  AP,  air/heat,  frig/freezer.  Beautiful  inte¬ 
rior,  Max-Prop,  liferaft.  Lying  Seattle  -  ready  for 
Alaska  or  Tahiti.  $155,000.  (206)  752-7201 . 

ISLAND  TRADER  43,  ketch.  Equipped  for  cruis¬ 
ing,  documented.  Located  in  Baja.  Designed  by 
Garden.  Great  liveaboard,  teak  interior/decks, 
roller  furling,  electric  windlass,  liferaft,  windvane, 
VHF,  Loran,  stereo/CD,  h/c  pressure,  many  ex¬ 
tras.  Reduced  from  $55,000  to  $50,000.  G.  Cole, 
(619)  788-0511,  fax  (619)  738-7105. 

GULFSTAR  50, 1980.  Sloop.  Exc  condition,  2 
staterooms,  2  head/shower  version,  recent  Ster¬ 
ling  topsides  &  epoxy  bottom.  85  hp  Perkins,  7.5 
KW  Onan,  Heart  2000, 90  amp  alternator,  Smart 
regulator,  reverse  cycle  AC,  dual  system  refrig, 
microwave  oven,  combination  TV/VCR,  PUR  35 
watermaker,  GPS,  HAM,  VHF  (2),  AP,  sailing 
instruments.  New  batteries,  Ideal  windlass,  Car- 
ibe  C9X  &  3  hp  Yamaha  on  davits,  dodger,  bimini, 
full  awning,  large  spares  inventory.  Located  Ma¬ 
rina  Vallarta.  $159,500.  Fax  Diosa,  011-52-322- 
10722  or  phone  Melhuish,  011-52-322-80361 . 

CHEOY  LEE  MIDSHIPMAN  40  KETCH,  1974. 

New  canvas,  rebuilt  Perkins  diesel,  new  cushions, 
full  canvas  on  center  cockpit.  A  quality  vessel,  well 
kept.  $79,000.  (415)  479-7128. 


OFFSHORE  CRUISING  SEMINARS  #84  -  #87 

Exciting  20  hr  wkend  course  covering:  Boat  Purchase,  Outfitting,  Storm  Tactics,  Medicine,  Sail  &  Rig  Repair 
Provisioning  &  much  morel  John  Neal  &  his  team  of  professionals  look  forward  to  sharing  latest  info  with  yoi 
Newport  Beach:  March  15  &  16,  SanFrancisco:  March  22  &  23,  Seattle:  April  5  &  6, 12  &  13. 
Armchair  Sailor,  21 1 0  Westlake  N,  Seattle,  WA  981 09.  (800)  875-0852. 

WANTED 

Sceptre  41 

(415)  591-1672 

4  —  Sail  the  Virgin  Islands —  m, 

j|\  Need  cruise  or  charier  information?  Call  the  editor  of 

CARIBBEAN  BOATING  ( 415)957-1632  yBfc 

WORLDWIDE  DIESEL  POWER 

Volvo  &  Perkins  engines  10  to  85  hp 

Rebuilt,  guaranteed,  ready  to  ship.  Our  rebuilt  parts  and  engines  represent  great  value. 

Cash  paid  for  your  dead  iron  —  basket  cases  welcome, 
phone:  (707)  987-3971  •  fax:  (707)  987-9785 

ALASKA 

Sail  the  Last  Great  Wilderness. 

Bareboat  and  Skippered  Charters  on  the  Fjords  of  Alaska's  Inside  Passage. 

Fully  equipped  Catalina  36s.  Bareboats  that  are  not  bare. 

58s  22'  North  Sailing  Charters,  P.O.  Box  32391,  Juneau,  AK  99803  •  Ph/Fax  (907)  789-7301 

i  CALIFORNIA  YACHT  CARE  , 

Boat  washing  -  Below  deck  cleaning  -  Bottom  cleaning 
*  Weekly  /  Monthly  maintenance  »  ! 

Ocean  safe  products 

Debby  (415)  381-3987 

% 

V 

1 

_ \  HULL  MAINTENANCE  H 

A3*  (510)  671-2626 

"CLEAN  BOTTOM  S  ARE  6gZ&Z7knom  I”  ****» t 

MARITIME  ATTORNEY 

Specializing  in  boat  related  matters  including: 

Purchase  Contracts,  Taxes,  Liens,  Importation,  Accidents  and  other  areas. 

Experienced  Sailor. 

Shawn  M.  Throws,  2236  Mariner  Square  Drive,  Alameda  •  (510)  522-0426  Fax  (510)  522-2062 
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CAL  40,  HANA .  Now  offered  for  sale  after  exten¬ 
sive  18  month  restoration.  20  hrs  on  rebuilt  Per¬ 
kins  diesel.  Must  see.  Asking  $55,000.  Contact 
(415)332-1160. 

HUNTER  430/MOORINGS  433, 1991.  Aft  cock¬ 
pit,  2  1/2  cabin,  hot  showers,  mechanical  frig/ 
freezer,  50  hp  Yanmar  diesel,  power  windlass, 
150  ft  chain,  2  anchors,  roller  furling  jib,  stereo, 
biminl.  $125,000.  Will  consider  trade-in.  Phone 
(415)  854-6687. 

CHERUBINI  44.  Beautiful  classic  clipper  bowed 
ketch.  Nearly  complete,  major  savings  by  finish¬ 
ing  to  your  own  specs.  Teak,  cherry  &  holly  inte¬ 
rior,  ballast,  bronze  ports,  chain  plates,  wheel 
steering,  Volvo  diesel,  basic  wiring  &  plumbing  all 
in  place.  Needs  deck  hardware,  equipment  instal¬ 
lation  &  rigging.  Complete  with  custom  spar  & 
hand-roped  sails.  $148,000.  Contact  Steve  at 
(415)  664-3070. 

HARDIN  44  KETCH,  1978.  New  varnished 
brightwork  &  dodger.  Center  cockpit,  full  keel, 
liveaboard/cruise  ready.  Cruised  Mex.  extensively. 
Couples/family  boat.  Spacious  open  salon,  gal¬ 
ley,  dining  area.  Aft  cabin,  queen  bed,  stem  win¬ 
dows,  private  head  w/tub  and  shower.  6’6'  head- 
room,  large  windshield,  side  windows,  light  airy 
feeling  vs  submarine  sensation.  Extensive  stor¬ 
age.  Teak  decks/interior.  LaFiell  alum,  masts. 
Salon  wood  stove.  Recently  installed:  PUR 
watermaker,  Furuno  radar,  Trimble  GPS  (inter¬ 
faced),  Robertson  AP,  SSB/tuner,  loudhailer/fog 
horn,  Pioneerstereo,  CD/deck,  speakers  above  & 
below,  406  Mhz  EPIRB,  Simpson-Lawrence  wind¬ 
lass.  Controls:  bow,  helm,  chainlocker.  400'  chain, 
200'  rope.  Danforth  &  CQR  anchors,  Ample  elect 
system.  Newmar  panel,  Brookes-Gatehouse  in¬ 
struments,  Alden  weather  fax.  4-8D  gel  batteries, 
Heart  inverter,  Profurl  self-furling,  8  man  liferaft, 
twin  Racor  filters.  $115,000.  (408)  395-3054,  8- 
10pm. 

47-FT  CENTER  COCKPIT  KETCH.  Ferro-ce- 
ment  hull,  very  nicely  turned  out.  Cruising  vet  w/85 
hp  Perkins,  hydraulic  steering,  heavy  duty 
windvane,  lots  of  sails.  300  gal  water,  200  fuel. 
Veiy  nice,  very  affordable  liveaboard/cruiser  w/ 
lots  of  room.  In  need  of  varnish  &  paintwork.  Well 
equipped  including  6  person  Givens  offshore  raft, 
lots  of  ground  tackle,  etc.  Ready  to  motor/sail 
wherever  you  want  to  go.  $32,000.  (707)  762- 
1080  or  email  <techsan@pacbell.net> 


41-FT  FORMOSA  PILOTHOUSE  KETCH,  1971. 

Fiberglass,  full  keel,  diesel  Perkins  4-107,  teak 
decks.  Sleeps  5,  head,  separate  shower,  100  gal 
fuel,  ]20  water,  30  gal  holding,  2  anchors,  300  ft 
x  3/8  chain,  electric  anchor  winch,  separate  frig  & 
freezer.  Propane  stove/oven,  SS  sinks,  elec  & 
manual  water  system,  VHF,  AP,  hailer,  fath,  wind 
indicator,  KM,  much  more.  Exc  liveaboard  &  cruis¬ 
ing.  $65,000.  (805)  382-1 122  dys. 


51  FEET  &  OVER 


SANTA  CRUZ  52.  Commissioned  Sept.  '93. 
Cruiser/racer  interior.  Bristol  condition  through¬ 
out.  Custom  Sparcraft  tall  rig.  Full  inventory  North 
sails,  B&G  electronics,  weather  fax,  SSB,  hot 
water  heater,  1 1 0  inverter,  watermaker,  thru-hull 
inspection  windows,  vang  quick  release,  etc.  Vic- 
Maul  “Non-Maxi”  record  holder.  Seattle  Yacht 
Club  96  Boat  Of  The  Year.  Pacific  International 
Yachting  Assoc.  '96  “Briggs  Trophy”  winner.  Sail¬ 
ing  World's  '96  Boat  Of  The  Year.  Ready  to  race/ 
cruise  the  world.  Buy  direct  from  owner.  Phone 
(206)  323-4299. 

53-FT  SKOOKUM.  Fiberglass  motorsailer,  rigged 
for  commercial  fishing.  17  ton  refrigerated  fish 
hold  or  cargo  hold.  World  cruiser  w/2,000  gal  fuel, 
roller  furling  sails,  loaded  with  electronics 
$240,000.  (805)  481-7425. 

CT  54.  This  classic  is  ready  for  ocean  cruising  or 
liveaboard.  Well  cared  for  with  all  electronics 
needed  to  sail  anywhere.  Beautifully  appointed 
and  well  equipped  to  cruise.  Berthed  at 
Schoonmaker  Marina,  Sausalito.  $169,000.  No 
brokers.  (503)  784-2314. 

WM  GARDEN  KETCH.  Force  50  (58-ft  LOA).  51 
ft  LOD.  Roomy  liveaboard/cruiser.  2  stations,  3 
staterooms,  2  room  salon  plus  workshop  area. 
Heavy  glass  hull.  All  furling  sails,  watermaker, 
inverter,  spares,  etc.  Some  trades  or  financing 
possible.  ■$ 129,000  obo.  Contact  Roger  Perry 
(415)331-8000. 

55- FT  C-BARON,  1983.  Pilothouse  ketch.  Pro¬ 
fessionally  builtferroby  Sampson.  Diesel  Lehman 
170  hp,  400  hrs,  15  kw  generator,  45  hrs.  Teak 
custom  interior,  aft  stateroom,  forward  stateroom, 
sleeps  6, 2  heads,  2  showers,  1  bathtub  (all  tile), 
propane  stove/oven,  refrig  &  separate  freezer, 
hot/cold  fresh  water  system,  salt  water  system. 
Radar,  Loran,  AP,  electric  anchor  winch,  200  fuel, 
200  water.  3  Bruce  anchors,  400  ft  3/8'  chain. 
Ready  to  cruise  or  liveaboard.  $175,000.  Phone 
(805)  382-1122. 


CLASSICS 


41-FT  S  &  S  YAWL  Double  planked,  bronze 
floors,  mahogany/teak.  Needs  some  work 
$25,000.  (510)  522-0147  after  6  pm. 

38-FT  OWENS,  1964.  New  set  of  sisters.  Twin 
318-velvet  drive-  2-1/2:l  reduction,  needs  ex¬ 
haust  manifolds.  Good  liveaboard.  Mahogany  on 
oak.  good  hull.  $3,500.  Mike,  (510)  210-3031. 


MULTIHULLS 


PROUT  SNOWGOOSE  37, 1 978.  Exc  production 
cruising  catamaran  in  very  good  condition  &  loaded 
with  gear.  New  radar,  VHF,  CD  player  &  tapedeck. 
Newly  rebuilt  Yanmar  diesel,  recent  mast,  boom, 
standing  &  running  rigging  &  sails.  Vessel  is 
located  at  Benoa  International  Marina,  Bali,  Indo¬ 
nesia.  The  low  price  reflects  discounting  for  loca¬ 
tion.  $70,000.  Cruising  options  from  here  include 
Australia,  Thailand,  Europe  or  South  Africa.  Con¬ 
tact  Paul,  Yacht  Aries .  Fax  62-361  -723-604. 

42- FT  PIVER  TRIMARAN.  26-ft  beam,  ketch  rig, 
located  in  the  Sea  of  Cortez.  Warm  waters  and 
beautiful  cruising.  San  Carlos,  Sonora,  Mexico. 
$42,000.  (520)  886-6832. 

31- FT  BROWN  SEARUNNER  A-ARM  trimaran. 
Exccondition,  all  new  paint,  electrical,  upholstery. 
Ready  to  go.  Delta?  Mexico?  $1 5,000  obo.  Phone 
(510)  458-1049  or  (408)  442-2038. 

43- FT  HORSTM  AN  TRI-STAR  TRIMARAN.  Sloop 
rig,  38  hp  Yamaha  diesel,  Aries  self-steering,  3 
staterooms  w/heads,  Maxi-Prop,  two  4-man 
inflatables,  recently  overhauled,  cruise  ready.  Has 
full  cover  &  1 0  ft  hard  dinghy  w/1 0  hp  o/b.  Berthed 
at  Napa  Valley  Marina.  $64,000.  (408)  899-7795. 

32- FT  FIBER  TRI.  Rebuilt  6, 1996;  epoxy.  Every¬ 
thing  from  anchors  to  Zodiac,  GPS,  watermaker, 
etc.  Sailed  from  Canada  Sept.  '96.  Comes  com¬ 
pletely  outfitted,  move  on  &  sail  away  for  only 
$29,950.  A  beautiful  boat.  T.  Millard,  general 
delivery,  Mulege,  BCS,  Mexico. 

HOBIE 16.  Fast  Is  fun  or  parts  galore  boat.  Mast, 
rigging,  trailer  &  some  extra  gear.  Just  needs 
sails,  boom,  tiller  &  rudders.  First  $250  takes  it. 
Also  beginner  windsurfer,  complete.  $125.  Call 
(707)552-9911. 


27‘FT STILETTO  CATAMARAN.  Fiberglass,  new 
1 5  hp  Johnson  o/b,  custom  trailer.  Designed  for  22 
knots.  Sails:  main  '95,  storm  jib  '96,  plus  working 
jib  &  genoa.  Berthed  in  Tiburon.  $17,000.  Call 
(415)  383-8730. 

40-FT  TRIMARAN.  Quality  built  w/quality  materi¬ 
als.  Aluminum  masts  &  spars.  Stainless  standing 
rigging.  Clean,  graceful  lines,  powered  by  a  good 
set  of  sails  &  a  Chrysler  250  o/b  in  a  well.  This 
motor  develops  250  lbs  of  forward  thrust  &  200  lbs 
in  reverse.  This  boat  is  rigged  to  singlehand  & 
sails  like  a  dream.  The  rudder  is  a  kick-up,  tran¬ 
som  hung  type.  Boat  needs  interior.  $20,000. 
Tom,  (916)  649-1893  or  (916)  777-5679. 


POWER  3  HOUSEBOATS 


32-FT  CHRIS  CRAFT  SEASKIFF,  1961.  Very 
clean  &  good  condition.  Head,  shower,  double 
forward  bunk,  nice  benches,  driven  by  2  V-8 
Chevy  Crusaders  (gas),  new  plastic  fuel  tanks.  A 
steal  at  $7,000.  MustseeatFortmanMarinaH-10 
Tom,  (415)  922-7013. 

40-FT  POWERBOAT.  Great  liveaboard.  Has  ev¬ 
erything,  lots  of  room,  wood  burning  stove.  671 
Gray  Marine  engine,  runs  great.  Move  on  now. 
$25,000  obo.  (415)  366-9260. 

39'  11 "  OCEANGOING  VESSEL.  Fiberglass  over 
wood,  has  full  galley,  full  head,  array  of  electronic 
gear,  twin  GMC  diesels,  sleeps  5  comfortably, 
great  liveaboard.  Launched  early  '93.  Robust, 
sturdy,  far-ranging.  Berthed  at  Pillar  Point.  $40,000 
obo.  (408)  973-1393. 

37-FT  CARLCRAFT,  1978  HOUSEBOAT.  A/c, 
central  heat,  loaded  with  extras,  all  new  '95-’96. 
Engine  runs  like  new,  must  sell  due  to  illness.  Best 
buy  on  the  Delta  at  $24,500.  Call  for  list  of  extras. 
(916)  777-4791  or  (510)  458-6782. 

CUSTOM  HOUSEBOAT.  50  ft  x  25  ft.  “Great 
room”,  beautiful  kitchen,  service  area,  full  bath, 
super  fireplace,  A/C,  new  ElectraSan,  new  paint. 
Great  Delta  boat.  $65,000.  Bill,  (415)  898-7722. 

STEPHENS  COAST  GUARD  CUTTER.  38  ft 

diesel  powerboat.  1943  World  War  II  classic. 
Wood  with  full  length  bronze  keel.  Half  restored, 
has  all  original  pieces.  $12,000.  (510)  644-3256 
eves. 

30-FT  CHRIS  CRAFT,  1939.  True  classic  sedan 
w/running  engine.  Recently  hauled/ painted.  Great 
liveaboard.  $6,000  obo.  Pager,  (415)  527-6601. 


MARINE  DIESEL  ENGINE  SEMINAR 

Learn  how  to  operate,  maintain,  and  repair  your  diesel  engine. 

Get  hands-on  experience  adjusting  valves,  timing  an  engine,  bleeding  the  fuel  system, 
diagnosing  problems  and  making  repairs.  Programs  held  on  Saturdays. 

For  more  information,  phone  T echnical  Education  Institute,  (41 5)  332-7544 

/  PACIFIC  HiCINC  INSTITUTE 

iTSJOk  SMALL  •  HANDS-ON  &  SELF  PACED  CLASSES 

DIESEL.  ENG  TROUBLESHOOTING ,  ELECTRICAL  REFER 

CLASSES  OFFERED  EVERY  OTHER  WEEKEND  SEPT  /APR 

IllgfSgis  CALL  (707)-279-4329  FOR  INFO.  PAK 

AUSTRALIA’S  WHITSUNDAY  SAILING  CHARTERS 
YYx  The  Wldest  varie'y  of  charter  yachts  cruising  The  Great  Barrier  Reef 

JJ  \  (800)  827-2232  ordial  Australia  direct  (Oil  61)7946  1116 

Fax:  (Oil  61)  79 46  1326,  Email:  yacht@whitsunday.net.au 
*  PO  Box  599,  Whitsunday,  Queensland  4802 

CARIBBEAN  SAILING  ADVENTURE 

Sailing  Caribbean  for  5  months  from  St.  Lucia  to  British  Virgins  and  return  on  Beneteau  43  sloop. 

Full  Caribbean  equipment  inch  private  cabin,  windsurfer,  and^all  snorkel  gear.  Join  experienced 
skipper  and  his  22  year  old  daughterfor  1  week  or  whole  trip.  $^00  week  to  share  boat  charter.  Trip 
commences  Feb.  1, 1997.  Call  for  Itinerary  and  details.  Mike  (510)  635-6800  or  H:  (510)  522-1140 

MONTAGUE  BICYCLES 

Full  size  18  &  21  speed  bicycles  fold  for  easy  transportation.  For  more  info,  call  or  write: 
GLASCO  ENTERPRISES 

P.O.  Box  282791,  San  Francisco.  CA  94128-2791 

Dennis  at  (415)  365-0839 

^/oodrum  Marine  compute  monu  shop 

Specializing  in  custom  interior  call  Lon  Wood  rum  at: 

cabinetry.  Tables,  cabinets,  countertops,  /if  2  2T  CG'm 

decks,  cabinsoles,  for  power  or  sail.  -L  J  /  U 

HARRIET'S  SAI  L_  REPAIR 
San  F=  ra  no  Isco 

1  8-427 

ANTIGUA  RACE  WEEK 

Race  J/33  Boomerang  April  26  -  May  3.  5/6  crew  positions  offered.  Some  racing  experience 
preferred.  World  class  competition,  notorious  parties,  unparalled  Caribbean  sailing 
conditions.  Full  Sail  Sailing  School:  (809)  494-0512 
fax:  (809)  494-0588  or  e-mail  fullsail@caribsurf.com 
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36-FT  GRAND  BANKS  CLASSIC,  1966.  Single 
6V53  Detroit  diesel,  4  new  aluminum  fuel  tanks, 
new  Onan  4  kw  generator,  remodeled  aft  cabin  w/ 
double  berth  &  desk/computer  station.  New  cush¬ 
ions,  updated  plumbing/electrical  systems,  3  new 
8D  batteries,  decks  refastened,  replugged  & 
recaulked  (in  process).  Both  cabins  &  heads  refin¬ 
ished,  new  holding  tank.  Radar,  electronic  chart¬ 
ing,  Lorans,  depthsounders,  VHFs,  etc.  Bonne 
Amie  is  a  well  equipped,  safe  &  comfortable 
cruising  boat  &  makes  a  wonderful  liveaboard. 
$55,000.  (707)  255-7494. 

54-FT  TRAWLER  TYPE  VESSEL,  builj  in  1965. 
Good  condition.  Detroit  diesel  main  engine.  1 ,1 00 
gal  fuel,  400  gal  water.  Nice  pilothouse,  galley, 
shower,  2  heads,  some  electronics.  Engine  needs 
work.  $14)000  as  is.  Available  Feb  15.Phone 
(510)  653-1724. 


PARTNERSHIPS 


CAMPER  &  NICHOLSON  39.  Center  cockpit 
ketch,  1978.  Prestigious  European  sailboat  in 
seaworthy  condition.  Seeking  2  partners.  $6,000 
for  1/3  equity  plus  approx  1/3  monthly  expense  of 
$260  for  bank  note,  slip,  maintenance,  etc.  John, 
(510)684-9116. 

SANTANA  22.  Santa  Cruz  lower  harbor.  Easy  to 
sail,  all  lines  led  aft,  3  jibs,  6  hp  o/b.  Well  main¬ 
tained.  1/4  non-equity  partnership  (2  weekend 
days  &  7  days/month  use).  $80/month.  Experi¬ 
enced  sailor  preferred.  Claude,  (408)  438-0266. 

FORCE  50. 50%  partnership  for51  ft  ketch.  Owner 
1 7  yrs.  Consider  reasonable  offer,  under  appraisal, 
for  compatible  partner.  San  Diego  or  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  Great  condo  on  the  water.  Hood  system 
main  &  mizzen,  fireplace,  1 20  hp  low  hrs,  Avon,  25 
hp.  (408)  625-2916. 

SEEKING  PARTNER  for  beautiful  Slocum  43 
cutter,  1985.  Bristol  condition,  superb  bluewater 
cruiser,  ocean  equipped.  All  electronics  including 
AP,  radar,  GPS,  windvane,  microwave.  Hot  water 
pressure,  full  shower/tub,  h/c  shower  on  deck.  2 
private  cabins,  Perkins  50  hp  diesel,  liferaft  & 
Avon  dinghy.  Gorgeous  teak  interior/exterior.  Full 
dodger  &  bimini.  1/2  equity  for  $85,000  (can  co¬ 
sign  existing  loan).  Nonequity  for  $950/month 
plus  deposit.  Johanna,  (415)  654-9008  for  details. 

50%  PARTNERSHIP  IN  ERICSON  30.  Great 
boat.  Reclaim  your  investment  in  saved  slip  fees 
in  sought-after  S.F.  Marina  district  small  boat 
harbor  adjacentto  St.  Francis  Yacht  Club.  $1 0,000. 
(415)  331-8300  or  (415)  388-8631. 

CLASSY  CATALINA  30,  at  Gas  House  Cove. 
New  LPU,  mast,  rigging,  Yanmar  24  hp  diesel, 
free  parking,  near  Marina  Green  Safeway.  1/3 
timeshare,  flexible.  $300/month.  (41 5)  731  -4956. 


WANTED 


ATLAS  DIESEL  or  similar  antique  marine  diesel. 
(707)  552-2659  or  (707)  557-2114  msg. 

OLD  SAILS  in  any  condition.  Will  pick-up.  I  want 
to  take  your  sails  off  the  ocean  &  wrap  them 
around  a  mountain  yurt.  Please  help.  Call  Jaime, 
(707)  522-9816. 

TRAILER  FOR  CATAUNA  30  with  full  keel.  Call 
(510)484-1198. 

CHRIS  CRAFT  DORY,  wood,  glass,  or  similar 
inboard  skiff.  Also,  35  ft  Chris  Craft  Sea  Skiff  or 
other  wood  boat  33-42  ft,  twins.  Also,  kayak, 
dinghy  &  small  o/b.  All  running,  must  demo.  Tom, 
(415)  439-5385.  Tmartin@lsogon.com 

USED  DIESEL  GENERATOR.  4  to  5  kw.  Jack, 
(415)924-6431  after  3  pm. 

HELP!  YOUNG  SWF  IS  BOATLESS  in  Ventura. 
Seeking  mono  or  multihull,  sail  or  power.  Must  be 
30  ft  plus,  have  good  engine  &  hull.  Needing  TLC 
and/or  other  work  OK.  Priced  to  $20,000,  must  be 
owner  financed.  Offering  20%  down,  balance  paid 
over  3-5  yrs  at  11%.  Will  insure  &  slip  at  Ventura 
Harbor.  Lease  options  welcome.  Put  money  in 
your  pocket.  Send  photos  &  equipment  list  to: 
Michelle,  105  South  Oak  St  #205,  Ventura,  CA, 
93001. 

CT  34. 1  have  cash  for  reasonably  priced  boat, 
complete  and  in  good  condition.  Ideally  with  alu¬ 
minum  spars.  (510)  521-0196. 

CATALINA  22,  or  similar  swing  keel  boat  with 
trailer.  (916)  235-4331. 

7-FT  OR  8- FT  FATTY  KNEES  sailing  model.  2 
tons  lead,  propane  stove  w/oven  (modem),  radar 
(1 6  m  or  less  &  recent),  diesel  furnace,  65  lb  galv 
fisherman  anchor,  hot  water  heater.  Have  8  ft 
Sabot  to  trade  or  sell.  Gordon,  (707)  255-7494. 

12-FT  SAN  FRANCISCO  PELICAN.  Needing 
work  or  TLC  OK.  Please  write  or  call  Phil  Nevearez 
Jr,  1 004  Crellin  Rd,  Pleasanton,  CA,  94566.  Phone 
(510)  846-3941. 

WANTED  FOR  FREEPORT  41,  stays’l  boom, 
sails  &  good  stuff.  Also  wanted,  first  mate  by  3 
Celtic  pirates  (43,8,7)  to  learn  to  sail/cruise  the 
above.  We  are  loyal,  brave,  resourceful.  Have 
new  heater.  Seek  mate  ol  good  character.  Sau- 
salito.  (415)  332-8577. 

SOMEONE  TO  LIVEABOARD  luxurious  43  ft 
cutter.  Located  SF  or  Sausalito.  Separate  shower, 
2  private  cabins,  all  amenities. -Beautiful  teak 
interior/exterior.  Clean  &  in  fine  condition.  $600/ 
month  including  utilities.  Maintenance  &  minor 
repair  skills  required.  $900/month  if  sailing.  Call 
(415)654-9008. 


HEAVY  DISPLACEMENT  CRUISING  BOAT. 

Also,  good  cruising  gear.  Windvane,  anchors, 
chain,  plastic  sextant,  249  tables,  windlass,  charts 
of  Central  America,  Caribbean,  Pacific,  GPS,  406 
EPIRB,  watermaker,  other.  (707)  428-0207,  Iv 
msg. 


USED  GEAR 


ALBIN  AD-21. 20  hp  Swedish  diesel  engine  with 
Borg  Warner  velvet  drive  transmission.  Engine 
has  800  hrs  on  complete  rebuild,  workshop  manu¬ 
als  &  extra  parts  included.  Still  running  in  boat. 
$1,000  obo.  Brandt,  (707)  252-9309. 

TWO  6-354  PERKINS  DIESELS.  Left  &  right  w/ 
paragon  gears,  1-1/4  bronze  shafts  &  props.  300 
hrs.  Will  install  for  additional  fee.  $12,000  for  pair. 
Also,  D.C.  refrig  &  constavolt.  I  need  63  ft  alumi¬ 
num  mast.  (415)  927-4883,  before  9  pm. 

SPINNAKER,  3/4  oz  24x42x42  Watts  Tri-Radial 
made  for  Cascade  36.  Very  good  condition.  $850. 
Also,  3/4  oz  22x39x39  spinnaker  by  Hokansen 
made  for  Yankee  30.  Good  condition.  $600.  Both 
flown  on  a  Yankee  30.  (503)  663-2669. 

VOLVO  PENTA  MD17C,  w/transmission.  Approx 
35  hp  with  450  hrs.  Hear  &  see  it  run  in  Westsail 
32.  In  exc  condition.  (415)  750-1555. 

8  HP  NISSAN.  Short  shaft,  30  hrs.  $675.  T amaya 
full  size  sextant.  $300. 1/4’  dive  suit,  like  new, 
large.  $100.  CNG  tank  &  regulator.  $100.  25  lb 
CQR.  $200.  Hi-Fly  windsurfer.  $1 50.  Want  to  buy: 
steering  vane  and  35  lb  CQR.  Contact  Chris  at 
(408)  423-4076. 

PISCES  27  DIESEL  2  cyl,  27  hp,  fresh  water 
cooled  with  80  amp  alternator,  Borg  Warner  velvet 
drive  transmission.  Recently  overhauled.  $1 ,800. 
(408)  899-7795. 

MAINSAIL,  luff  46.5,  leech  48.6,  foot  15.  6  full 
length  battens  &  battslides,  2  reefs,  tri-radial  cut 
mylar/dacron,  $1,050.  Genoa,  luff  47,  leech  41, 
foot  14.6,  for  furling,  foam  luff  pad,  UV  dacron 
leech  &  foot  suncover,  mylar/dacron  tri-radial  cut, 
$650.  (415)  332-4104,  Robin. 

SAI LS/EQUIPMENT  FROM  DAVIDSON  44,  Infra 
Red.  Good  condition,  replaced  by  newer  race 
gear.  2  mainsails,  1  heavy  dacron  delivery  main, 
one  used  kevlar  main,  P-58.3,  E-20.83  each  at 
$100.  Heavy  furling  jib  1-48.5,  J-15.08  at  $100. 
Sails  may  be  10  yrs  old.  Large  Gianola  made 
dodger,  stainless  frame,  like  new,  clear  windows 
for  $1 50.  Lewmar  44  selftailing  winch,  good  shape 
at  $1 30. 2  Lewmar  #8's  at  $25  each.  2  Barient#8's 
at  $40  each.  2  blade  Max  Prop  feathering  prop, 
20x18x1 .25"  shaft,  right  hand  turn  at  $1 00.  Signet 
Smart  Pak,  computer,  various  parts  at  $600.  All 
items  for  purchase  COD  in  Buriingame.  Richard, 
(415)  348-8527  eves  or  Iv  msg. 


CNG  SAF.  Gas  tank  &  marine  safety  test  reg. 
$175  for  both.  (707)  556-9688. 

ASTRA  III  B  SEXTANT  ($420  new)  &  Celesticomp 
V  ($479  new).  Both  new  in  box.  Both  for  $700. 
(813)  839-1597. 

ESPAR  D7  FORCED  AIR  DIESEL  HEATER. 

Operating  now  on  the  S/V  Natural  High .  Unit  is  3 
yrs  old.  Only  $2,650  including  spare  parts.  (360) 
961-3729.  Or  call  Anders  at  Swedish  Marine, 
(510)  234-9566. 

REFER.  Engine  driven  and  1 1 0  volt  AC  system.  2 
holding  plates,  both  split  to  run  off  of  each  com¬ 
pressor.  System  comes  from  the  S/V  Natural 
High.  $1,200.  (360)  961-3729.  Or  call  Anders  at 
Swedish  Marine,  (510)  234-9566. 

ATOMIC  4.  Looks  good,  runs  great,  no  need  to 
rebuild.  Ready  to  install.  $850.  Monitor  vane,  lots 
of  extras.  $2,000.  Tanks,  50  gal  tempo  fuel.  3  @ 
$100  each.  (415)  454-7546,  eves. 

SAILOMAT  600.  Complete,  never  used.  New 
$2,700.  Asking  $2,200  obo.  Contact  David  at 
(510)  447-1243. 

ATOMIC  4.  Runs  great,  good  compression,  starts 
easily,  some  spare  parts,  with  manual.  $700. 
Wanted,  12  inch  3  blade  propeller.  Call  Don  at 
(415)  244-9619,  Iv  msg. 

SAILBOAT  TRAILER.  Single  axle,  heavy  duty. 
For  deep  keel  (up  to  36'  draft)  1+  ton  sailboat. 
Perfect  for  Cal  20,  Mariner  1 9,  etc.  ’97  registration. 
$850  obo.  Call  Frank  at  (510)  601-3128  or  (510) 
522-1154. 

NAKAJIMA  SEWING  MACHINE,  industrial. 
Straight  stitch  with  walking  foot,  perfect  for  heavy 
canvas  work.  Includes  deluxe  table,  used  one 
time.  New  $1 ,600,  sell  for  $950.  (707)  254-8213. 

BORG-WARNER  VELVET  DRIVE  marine  gear. 
Model  AS7-71C  reduction  1 .91 :1  upto  145hp853 
hrs.  $850.  (707)  584-0311  or  (707)  523-3233. 

NEW  3.5  HP  LONGSHAFT  SEAGULL  outboard 
w/case,  $600.  Mainsails:  Newport  33,  luff  37,  foot 
10.3',  $300.  Col  26  MKII,  luff  25.8',  foot  10.3', 
$100. 1 .5  oz  radial  spinnaker.  43'  luff,  $500.  VHF 
w/scan,  $50.  Professional  Mariner,  2bank,  auto 
battery  charger,  20  amp,  $75.  PFD’s,  child  & 
youth,  $10  each.  8  lb  Danforth,  $25.  Telephone 
(916)  645-6201  eves  or  (415)  567-0770,  eves. 


GIVE  US  A  BREAK! 

TYPE 

your  ad  if 
possible. 


LAND  &  SEA  ADVENTURES  IN  COSTA  RICA 

Sailing  vacations  that  will  leave  you  wide-eyed  with  wonder. 

Explore  the  marine  sanctuaries,  tropical  rainforests  and  exotic  islands  of 
Costa  Rica,  sailing  on  a  beautiful  53'  cutter.  7-10  day  excursions. 

Single  Berths  or  Groups.  Call  Worldwide  Sailing  Adventures,  Ltd.  at  (206)  328-7758 


CHARTER  THE  STEALTH  CHICKEN 

Race  the  luxurious  Perry  56  to  Puerto  Vallarta,  Cabo  or  T ranspac. 

Experienced  sailors  only.  Fully  equipped  for  Category  1  races  with  an  excellent  sail  inventory. 
Andercraft  Products,  Inc. 

Phone:  (909)  948-0042  ext.  21  -  Fax:  (909)  948-9495 


MARINE  RADIO  FOR  SALE 

S SB/HAM  SGC  radio,  150  watts,  5  yr  factory  warranty,  new  (factory  fresh).  Radio  has  644 
preprogrammed  frequencies,  100  user  programmable,  Telex,  Wefax.  Outstanding/best  buy  from 
Practical  Sailor.  $1 ,299.  Matching  tuner  also  available.  Contact  (206)  451  -741 3. 


HAWAII  ~  SAMOA  ~  TONGA  ~  FIJI 

Sailing  expedition  aboard  modem  offshore  yacht.  Crew  berths  for  sale.  Join  the  adventure  at 
website:  http://www.vanislepac.com/tropicbird 
Call:  (800)  790- 1122  for  brochure 


fteh&uh-  Stwlect 


Dennis  Daly 
(510)  849-1766 
‘Mobile  Marine  Service' 


Diving  •  Electrical  /  Installations  &  Repairs 
Hull  Maintenance  •  Rigging  •  Surveys  • 
Systems  Installations  •  Fine  Woodworking 


MARINE  SURVEYOR 

Rich  Christopher 
(415)  368-8711  (408)  778-5143 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


STEEL  CRADLE  for  40  ft  deep  keel  sailboat 
$2,000.  (415)  961-8323  after  Feb  1st. 

DYNAST AR  203  SKIS  W/380D  bindings  set  for 
size  13  boots,  exc  condition,  with  carry  bag,  re¬ 
duced  to  S68.  Steams  Heads-Up  Type  II  kids 
lifevest.  size  S  (20-25’  chest),  Snoopy  design,  $7. 
Vintage  crib,  white  w/teddy  bear  design  on  head- 
board,  with  mattress  &  bed  skirl,  complete,  exc 
condition,  very  cute,  $28.  Light  table  for  slide 
viewing  or  graphic  arts,  30*x12*  German  opaque 
glass  set  in  36'x20‘  mahogany  ply  surround, 
swivel  top,  not  collapsible  or  portable,  $75.  Chris, 
(415)  389-9378  h  or  (415)  383-8200  ext  103 
(office/voice  mail). 

36-FT  STEEL  BOAT  HULL  12  ft  beam,  needs 
work.  $3,500  obo.  (415)  898-7722. 

FORD  4X4  VAN,  1977.  Newly  rebuilt  351  W 
engine.  Good  utility  van.  Needs  some  work.  $1 ,000 
obo.  Call  (415)  331-6910. 


CLUBS /MEMBERSHIPS 


CLUB  NAUTIQUE  UNLIMITED  couple  member¬ 
ship.  ASA  sailing  school  of  the  year,  reciprocal 
yacht  club  privileges.  Modem  fleet  berthed  in 
Alameda  &  Sausalito.  Complete  sailing  instruc¬ 
tion  &  fun  social  events.  $4,425  value  for  $3,800. 
Ken,  (707)  745-7824. 

SAIL-SERVICE-SOCIALIZE.  San  Francisco  Bay 
Oceanic  Crew  Group  invites  skippers,  crew  & 
apprentices  to  join  one  of  SF  Bay's  most  active 
sailing  groups.  Participate  in  service,  skill-improve¬ 
ment  sails  &  fun  sails.  For  more  info  contact  (415) 
979-4866. 


NON-PROFIT 


BAADS,  the  Bay  Area  Association  of  Disabled 
Sailors,  offers  safe,  exciting  recreational  opportu¬ 
nities  on  San  Francisco  Bay  for  physically  dis¬ 
abled  sailors  and  able-bodied  volunteers.  No  sail¬ 
ing  experience  necessary;  adaptive  equipment 
available.  Cash  and  other  tax  deductible  dona¬ 
tions  welcome.  (415)  281-0212. 

IRS  TAX  DEDUCTION.  WE  NEED  YOUR  HELP. 

By  donating  your  boat  in  any  condition,  you  help 
homeless  children  and  their  families.  Get  full  book 
value.  Running  or  not.  Call  now  for  more  info. 
(800)  414-HAUL  (4285). 

SAILBOATS  AND  POWERBOATS  FOR  SALE. 

All  makes  and  models.  Priced  to  sell.  Call  now. 
(510)464-4617. 


FREE  SAFE  SAILING  &  SEAMANSHIP  course. 
7  week  course  by  USCG  Auxiliary.  March  18  thru 
May  1,  Tues  &  Thurs  7:30  pm  to  9:30  pm  at 
Sausalito  Cruising  Club.  Text  books  $20.  Register 
on  March  18  or  call  Peter  (after  March  1).  (415) 
332-0501.  Not  for  CG  license. 

BARBARY  COAST  BOATING  CLUB,  Northern 
California's  gay  boating  club,  now  in  its  1 4th  year, 
with  monthly  meetings  and  water  events.  Sail  and 
power  boaters  welcome.  Call  our  voice  mail  at 
(415)  905-6267  for  more  details. 


BERTHS  &  SLIPS 


PIER  39,  S.F.  Great  view,  40  ft  berth.  Rent  $265 
per  month  plus  utilities.  (408)  278-1291  days  or 
(408)  867-0827  eves. 

GREAT  LOCATION.  50-FT  BERTH  FOR  RENT. 

Emery  Cove  Marina,  Emeryville.  Immediate  occup. 
$235  month.  (510)  462-6179. 

45-FT  BERTH  AT  PIER  39.  Close  in,  protected, 
eastside,  available  2/1/97.  $375/month  +  utilities. 
(916)  969-8077  or  email  RStuartM@aol.com 

WANT  SLIP  FOR  20- FT  SAILBOAT.  Tiburon  or 
Strawberry.  Can  pay  $80-$100  per  month  de¬ 
pending  on  location.  Short-term  OK.  Boat  is  Cal 
20  in  very  good  condition.  Chris,  (415)  389-9378 
h  or  (415)  383-8200  ext  103  (office/voice  mail). 

PIER  39f  50-FT  BERTH.  Prime  location.  Rent 
$40Q/month  plus  utilities.  Ron,  (408)  954-1000. 


CREW 


TAHITI.  Experienced  crew  for  50  ft  ketch  leaving 
Puerto  Vallarta  early  March  '97  for  Marquesas 
Islands  &  Tahiti.  Approx  6  week  voyage.  Share 
modest  expenses.  Serid  resume:  Box  1 140,  West 
Sacramento,  CA.  95691. 

CRUISING  MERMAID  -  underwater  photogra¬ 
pher.  Attractive,  athletic,  fun,  published,  dive  mas¬ 
ter.  Loves  travel,  adventure,  sailboats,  diving.  5'4' 
slim  brunette  seeks  to  fulfill  dream  of  cruising 
warm  waters  (preferably  with  soulmate,  age  42- 
50ish,  fit,  NS).  PO  Box  4136,  Laguna  Beach,  CA. 
92652. 

BOAT  WANTED  BY  SWF,  NS.  Available  6/97, 
55,  petite,  blonde,  energetic,  experienced  sailor, 
masters  sea  license,  masters  college  degreed, 
scuba  diver,  enjoyed  3  international  races  &  many 
bluewater  races,  enjoys  galley.  Seeks  long-term 
cruising,  circumnavigation.  5423  Boyce  Springs, 
Houston,  TX.  77066.  (281)  444-2591. 

DESPERATELY  SEEKING  SHIP.  Crew,  6  in  num¬ 
ber  with  2  alternates,  seeks  skipper  with  ocean 
ready  yacht  for  June  Hawaii  T ransPac  cruising  or 
race  class.  We  provide  offshore  skills  &  experi¬ 
ence  including  navigation  (both  celestial  &  satel¬ 
lite),  HAM/SSB,  provisioning,  medical,  mechani¬ 
cal  &  compatibility.  Lets  to  it!  Call  Dr  Garry  Kraft. 
(805)  984-0050  or  (805)  985-7733  fax. 


LIKE  TO  MEET  FEMALE,  40’S,  attractive,  for 
sailing  &  companionship.  Enjoy  sailboat  charter¬ 
ing  &  cruising,  scuba  diving,  hiking,  etc.  Consider¬ 
ing  cruising  lifestyle.  Divorced  male,  professional, 
attractive,  6T,  fit,  54.  Let's  exchange  letter  & 
photo.  Joe,  PO  Box  894,  Saratoga,  CA.  95071 . 

CREW  WANTED.  $1 7/person/day,  M/F,  NS,  cir¬ 
cumnavigation.  Join  boat  in  Panama  March  '97, 
Tahiti  in  June  or  Am.  Samoa  in  August.  Itinerary 
includes  Australia,  Indonesia,  Suez  &  Florida  (3 
yrs).  Prefer  long-term  commitment.  Married  couple 
-  great.  48  ft  Mason  ketch.  Experienced  bluewater 
captain.  Mail  responses/resumes  to:  615  SW  ST. 
Lucie  St.,  Stuart,  FL.  34997. 

A  BIT  ABOVE  THE  ORDINARY.  Free  spirited 
female,  attractive,  blonde,  trim,  1 25  lbs,  N/S,  40's, 
experienced  sailor.  I  gave  up  my  own  34  ft  sailboat 
&  successful  radio  career  to  follow  the  dream. 
Spent  '96  as  companion/crew  in  the  Caribbean, 
now  back  in  the  States  &  ready  to  go  again.  This 
time  I  desire  to  share  the  dream  on  a  more 
personal  level.  Passions  &  interests  include  ad¬ 
venture,  scuba,  fishing,  skiing,  cooking,  music, 
books,  photography,  computers.  If  interested  in 
sharing  a  cruising  lifestyle/long  term  relationship 
with  a  special  woman  atyour  side,  please  respond 
w/letter  &  photo:  Maty,  do  111  Hamburg  Tpk, 
Pompton  Lakes,  NJ.  07442  or  KF2UM@aol.com 

FEMALE  CREW/COMPANION  WANTED.  Fun, 
easy-going,  sincere,  adventurous  &  fit,  late  20’s, 
SWM  with  a  beautiful  boat  in  Hawaii  &  a  positive 
attitude.  Looking  for  a  fun,  creative,  adventurous, 
intelligent  &  fit  woman  23-33  with  the  desire  for 
cruising  &  freedom.  (808)  278-6649. 

CAPTAIN  OF  TAYANA  37  sailing  yacht,  retired, 
54  yrs  young,  seeks  experienced  sailing  woman 
with  gentle  spirit,  warm  heart  &  a  love  of  nature  to 
share  the  adventures  of  liveaboard  life  &  the  sea. 
Joe,  (415)  875-7412. 

JOIN  MATURE  COUPLE  &  SAIL  from  Sicily  to 
Greece-Turkey.  June  1st  to  August  30th,  '97  or 
part-time.  2  people  needed  to  share  in  cruising  & 
fun.  Well  equipped  45  ft  modem  sloop.  Pay  own 
food,  travel  &  expenses.  No  smoking,  Steve, 
(408)  252-1958. 

HEAR  YE,  HEAR  YE,  ALL  YOU  SINGLE  sailors, 
skippers,  mates,  crew  (advanced  or  novice),  come 
join  us  at  our  social  &  meeting  to  be  held  at 
Oakland  Yacht  Club  in  Alameda  on  the  second 
Thursday  of  each  month.  Social  starts  at  7  PM. 
For  details  contact  Single  Sailors  Assoc  (SSA). 
(510)273-9763. 

» 

WANTED:  ADVENTURESS,  first  mate/crew  for 
Seattle  to  South  Pacific  cruise  on  Tayana  37, 6/1/ 
97.  Looking  for  sense  of  humor,  conscientious 
thinker,  some  sailing  experience,  N/S.  Owner  a 
young  54, 6’5’.  Contact  after  2/1 5/97.  (360)  379- 
1/64  or  email  zeeotter@waypt.com 

EXPERIENCED  BLUEWATER  SAILOR,  scuba 
diver,  snowboarder,  adventurer,  49.  Starting  5+  yr 
circumnavigation  with  well  equipped  Peterson  44. 
Listens,  laughs,  smiles,  communicates,  has  IQ 
above  room  temp,  seeks  adventurous  spirited 
independent  female  co-captain/soulmate,  35-45. 
Cap'n  Rik.  (813)  579-1 605  or  fax  (813)  578-521 1 . 


PROPERTY  SALE /RENT 


SOUTH  OREGON  COAST.  Bandon.  22  acres. 
1 ,350  ft  deep  river  frontage.  2  miles  to  ocean. 
Doesn't  flood.  Outbuildings  include  60'  x  55'  shop 
with  living  area.  Cove,  ways,  privacy.  Needs  work 
but  prime  acreage.  Commercial  zoning.  $1 50,000 
terms.  Taxes  $1 ,450/yr.  (541)  347-8128. 

OFFICE  LOFT  FOR  RENT.  Great  location  in 
large  Pt.  Richmond  boatyard.  $500.  For  details 
call  Kevin,  (510)  232-6376. 

TIRED  OF  COMMUTING  TO  YOUR  BOAT?  2 

bedroom,  2  bath  home  in  Vallejo.  Views  of  Napa 
river  &  valley.  Walk  to  your  boat  at  Vallejo  Marina. 
Excellent  public  transit  to  East  Bay  &  SF.  Low 
$1 00,000’s.  For  info:  (707)  558-8803,  e-mail 
trihull@ix.netcom.com 

$1 57K  BUYS  MENDO  CTY  RETREAT.  Mountain 
lodge-style  home  needs  completion  but  very  com¬ 
fortable.  42  acres  plus  private  access  to  govern¬ 
ment  land.  Sandy  beach  on  river.  Mendocino 
County,  2  hrs  from  SF  Bay.  Owner  can  finance 
and  will  consider  some  trades.  Sell  interest  includ¬ 
ing  the  home  and  22  acres  M/L  (TIC)  for  $1 57,000 
or  make  offer  for  42  +  acres.  Contact  Roger  Perry 
(415)  331-8000  or  (800)  728-7254. 

ANCHORAGE  WITH  BEACH,  TOMALES  BAY. 

Blake's  Landing  (on  chart).  Private  sandy  beach 
extending  substantially  into  Tomales  Bay.  Beau¬ 
tiful  Marshall  area  on  Marin  Coast.  Not  presently 
buildable  for  home/septic.  $57,500  obo.  Owner 
may  finance  or  trade.  Contact  Roger  Perry  at 
(415)331-8000. 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 


SAILING  INSTRUCTORS.  We  are  looking  for 
qualified  sailing  instructors  who  would  like  to  teach 
in  the  best  all  round  teaching  atmosphere  in  the 
Bay.  We  are  the  oldest  sailing  school  in  California 
and  are  located  in  Pt.  Richmond,  right  next  to  the 
Richmond  Yacht  Club  where  no  foul  weather  gear 
is  needed  for  sailing.  We  offer  top  pay  for  teach¬ 
ing,  very  liberal  boat  usage  program  and  tropical 
sailing  for  our  instructors.  If  you  love  sailing,  have 
good  teaching  skills  and  would  like  to  teach  sailing 
either  full  or  part  time  in  the  best  sailing  area  in  the 
Bay,  call  Kirk.  (510)  232-8251. 

MAINTENANCE  OCSC  is  hiring  for  full  &  part 
time  semi-skilled  to  skilled  positions.  Free  sailing 
lessons  &  charter  privileges.  Pay  commensurate 
with  skill  level.  Glenn,  (510)  843-4200. 


•yr 


One  sajbrs  junk, 
is  another's  treasure 


MARINE  RECYCLE  HAS  USED  BOAT  STUFF! 

Masts,  booms,  sails,  rigging,  winches,  cleats,  blocks,  anchors,  chain,  line, 
gauges,  deck  hardware,  outboard  motors,  heat  exchangers,  thru-hull  fittings, 
exhaust  manifolds/mufflers,  electronics,  Ijow-stem  pulpits,  swim  platforms, 
stoves,  sinks,  portholes,  dsl  heaters,  12  v  fridges.  Much  morel  (415)  332-3774. 


Bed  &  Breakfast  Cruises! 


The  new  way 
to  see  France 


Brochure: 
(415)  457-4243 


SURPLUS  BOTTOM  BOAT  PAINT 

Hard  red  vinyl  anti-fouling  paint.  Mfg.  Woolsey.  72%  copper. 

Reg.  price:  $1 80/gal.  Our  price  $50/gal. 

Also  black  vinyl  and  other  mfg.  available.  Ablading  paint,  50%  copper,  $5Q/gal. 

Primer  &  other  epoxies.  $1 0-$1 5/gal.  Polyurethane.  $20/gal.  (41 5)  588-4678 

Let  Your  Boat  Make  Money  -  Charter  It  ^ 

Make  Thousands  of  Dollars  every  Year  -  Call  for  our  FREE  Brochure 
Spinnaker  Sailing  -  South  Beach  Harbor,  S.F.  (415)  543-7333 
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SAILING  INSTRUCTORS!!  Join  our  team  of  25 
professionals  at  OCSC  SF  Bay.  Best  teaching  & 
sailing  location  on  the  Olympic  Circle,  J/24  to 
Moorings  432,  well  organized  syllabuses  &  cur¬ 
riculum,  great  clubhouse  &  classroom.  There  are 
only  3  students  per  class  &  certification  standards 
that  make  you  proud  to  be  an  instructor.  Exciting 
work,  motivated  students,  a  great  team  atmo¬ 
sphere  with  top  pay  &  liberal  boat  use  privileges. 
Our  fleet  consists  of  40  boats  f  ram  24  to  43  ft  &  we 
teach  a  lull  range  of  courses  from  Basic  to  Off¬ 
shore.  If  you  love  teaching,  have  well-rounded 
sailing  &  seamanship  skills,  and  have  a  Coast 
Guard  License  or  want  to  acquire  one  with  our 
help,  call  Rich.  (510)  843-4200. 

EMBROIDERY  SALESPERSON.  Generous  com¬ 
mission.  Henderson  Stitching,  (415)  331-7332. 

CRUISE  THE  WORLD.  See  the  world,  a  month  at 
atime.  Full-time  cook,  host/hostess,  maintenance 
person,  boatsitter.  80  ft  sailing  yacht.  Salary  plus 
room/board.  Mail  resume:  Ventura  Assets,  3790 
El  Camino  Real  #172,  Palo  Alto,  94306. 

BUSY  BOATYARD  NEEDS  experienced  painter/ 
rigger.  Additional  skills  a  plus.  Salary  based  on 
ability.  (41 5)  456-3154. 

MECHANIC  to  work  part-time  on  various  sail¬ 
boats  in  Sausalito.  Need  to  have  some  experi¬ 
ence  with  diesel  engines.  Steady  work.  Contact 
(415)331-8250. 

LONG  TIME  SF  BAY  AREA  CAPTAIN  wanted. 
Part-time,  maintain,  skipper  51  ft  ketch.  17  yr  out 
of  town  owner.  Generous  use  of  yacht  plus  monthly 
fee.  Retired  person  preferred.  Ability  to  do  repairs, 
varnish,  paint,  etc.  References.  (408)  625-2916. 

EXPERIENCED  SEWER  FOR  SAIL  REPAIR. 

Part  time  possible.  Hogin  Sails.  (510)  523-4388. 


PROFESSIONAL  SAILING  INSTRUCTORS.  Do 

you  love  sailing  the  SF  Bay?  If  you  have  well 
rounded  sailing  skills,  communicate  effectively  & 
want  to  pass  along  your  passion  for  the  sport, 
you’ll  want  to  teach  for  Club  Nautique.  We  have 
the  newest  &  largest  fleet  on  Bay  plus  offer  2 
locations  to  teach  from.  With  extremely  organized 
syllabuses,  the  flow  of  our  program  guarantees 
our  students  to  pass  US  Sailing  standards.  We 
have  one  of  the  most  comprehensive  sailing  pro¬ 
grams  on  the  Bay  with  basic  keelboat  through 
coastal  passagemaking,  coastal  &  celestial  nav  & 
extracurricular  courses  in  spinnaker,  catamaran 
&  racing.  We  offer  a  great  club  atmosphere  with 
sailing  events  year  round  that  include  diesel,  crew 
overboard  &  anchoring  seminars  plus  more.  Our 
instructors  are  Coast  Guard  licensed  with  an 
average  tenure  of  5+  yrs.  Come  join  our  profes¬ 
sional  staff  while  enhancing  your  sailing  skills  at 
the  same  time.  Beth,  (510)  865-4700. 

CAPTAINS,  INSTRUCTORS  AND  CREW.  Ren¬ 
dezvous  Charters  is  hiring  licensed  masters,  ships 
crew  &  cooks  for  both  the  Brigantine  Rendezvous 
&  Sea  Raven  &  admin  asst  for  sales.  Spinnaker 
Sailing  is  hiring  instructors  &  captains  for  charters 
&  lessons  &  an  asst  office  manager  for  the  school. 
Excellent  wages/benefits.  Fax  resume  with  cover 
letter  stating  salary  or  hourly  requirements  to 
(415)  543-7405  or  call  (415)  543-7333. 


BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITIES 


FIJI.  Unique  opportunity  to  buy  successful  and 
only  yacht  charter  business  in  Northern  Fiji.  Es¬ 
tablished  12  yrs.  45  ft  ketch,  $220, 000/US. 
Beachfront  home  on  1/4  acre  freehold,  shore 
base  &  rental  apartment,  $250, 000/US.  Seax  ot 
Legra  Cruises.  Fax,  (679)  880141. 


PACIFIC  COAST  CANVAS.  Partnership  avail¬ 
able.  Enjoy  the  pride  &  profits  of  working  on  boats 
with  the  #1  marine  canvas  shop.  Resume  &  in¬ 
vestment  required.  Full  training  provided.  John, 
(510)  521-1829.  Principals  only. 

LIGHT  CONSTRUCTION  &  SALVAGE  RIG.  60  ft 

steel  barge  with  5  ton  Austen  Western  crane.  6" 
self  powered  trash  pump  with  30  ft  of  suction  hose. 
Welding  gear.  Lots  of  misc  eqiupment.  Large 
timbers.  Located  in  the  Bay.  $9,999.  Contact 
(510)  522-3957. 


TOO  LATE  TO  CLASSY 


28-FT  TRITON,  #248.Yantnar  diesel,  new  teak 
trimmed  interior,  improved  structural  mast  sup¬ 
port,  1 33  cubic  feet  of  underwater  volume,  gener¬ 
ous  freeboard,  liveaboard  headroom,  with  4  berths, 
two  speed  winches,  main  &  jib,  dodger,  new  boom 
&  cushions  for  $1. 41/lb.  Call  Myron  Spaulding, 
(415)  332-3721. 

BRISTOL  24. 5  sails,  DS/KM,  2  -  5  hp  Nissans. 
Autohelm,  battery  charger,  AM/FM,  VHF,  sink  & 
potti,  standing  headroom,  full  lifelines,  lines  lead 
alt,  just  hauled  &  painted.  High  freeboard,  sails 
dry.  Biggest  little  boat  around.  Sausalito  berth. 
$5,500.  (415)454-6048. 

ADVENTUROUS  PROFESSIONAL  WOMAN, 

taking  time  off  from  profession,  ready  for  ex¬ 
tended  cruising  from  April,  1997.  Offshore  cruis¬ 
ing  experience,  adventurer  at  heart  with  sense  of 
humor.  Call  Cheryl,  (303)  433-5157  or  e-mail 
cherylsail@aol.com 


MELGES  24.  Very  fair  bottom,  fast  boat,  practice 
sails  plus  new  set  of  Norths,  Sailcomp,  white  hull 
with  grey  deck,  trailer,  o/b,  full  cover.  In  great 
condition.  $30,500.  (805)  484-5754. 

35-FT  ALBERG/PEARSON.  Classic  design  fi¬ 
berglass.  Monel  tanks.  Volvo  diesel.  7  sails,  new 
frig  &  LPG  stove  with  oven/broiler.  Completely 
redesigned  custom  interior.  New  LPU  paint 
throughout.  Recent  haulout.  New  thru  hulls  & 
valves.  Great  bluewater  cruiser.  $29,500.  Call 
(310)  548-1449. 

HUNTER  28.5, 1985.  Nirvana.  Well  maintained 
fresh  water  boat.  Recent  haulout.  4  sails.  Loaded, 
full  canvas,  auto,  depthsounder,  knotmeter,  3 
batteries  &  charger.  Sleeps  6.  Engine  16  hp  die¬ 
sel.  Non-smoker,  refrigeration,  stereo,  etc.  Lots  of 
goodies.  $22,950.  Contact  Hal  or  Char  Penney  at 
(916)  427-3306. 

HANS  CHRISTIAN  41, 1984.  Premier  voyaging 
yacht  for  comfort,  safety,  luxury.  Refit  1996:  new 
rigging,  motor  mounts,  Ilex  coupling,  bearings, 
ropes;  reconditioned  sails,  chain,  windlass.  Ra¬ 
dar,  GPS,  weather  fax,  SSB,  VHF,  watermaker, 
Alpha  autopilot,  Monitor  windvane,  1800w  inverter, 
B&G  with  repeaters,  6  person  liferaft,  406  EPIRB, 
hard  bottom  inflatable  w/motor.  Refrigeration, 
Mercedes  diesel,  wind/tow  generator,  large  in¬ 
ventory  spare  parts.  Water  230  gal,  fuel  110  gal. 
Yacht  owners  in  Majuro.  Offshore  delivery  saves 
thousands.  Will  consider  delivery.  $158,000.  Call 
(692)  625-0487. 

LOOKING  FOR  BAY  AREA  HOUSE  to  sit  after 
fantastic  3  yr  cruise.  Responsible  family  of  3  will 
babysit  your  home  while  you  cruise,  we  readjust. 
Plants,  pets,  mail,  messages,  charts,  advice  in 
exchange  lor  reduced  rent.  Long/short  term.  Refs. 
(916)  687-8553. 


PACIFIC  MARINE 
ENGINEERING 


Mechanical  -  Electrical-Equipment 

F^/yrJ  WESTERBEKE 

DETROIT  DIESEL 


Universal  Motors 

CONCORDE  AGM  BATTERIES 

Service  Available  at  Our  Dock 


35  LIBERTYSHIP  WAY 
SAUSALITO,  CA 


•  Engine  service  -  all  makes 

•  Charging  systems  for  cruising 
sailboats 

•  Muir  &  Lofrans  Windlasses 

•  Balmar  Diesel  Gensets 

•  Performance  Vang 

•  Spar  Replacement 


(415)  331-9822 


Now  Booking  1997  FUN  Flotillas! 

Tahiti,  May  4-17  Only  $2,995  per  person.  Flights  and  hotels  included. 
British  Virgin  Islands  monthly  except  August  and  September. 

One  week  as  low  as  $700  with  private  berth  and  provisions. 
Greek  Islands  in  September.  Two  incredible  weeks 
on  sea  and  land.  Flights  and  hotels  included. 

The  very  best  guaranteed  per  person  rates.  No  add-ons. 

Complete  package  convenience.  Call  for  full  details. 

SAILING  SINGLES 


CHARTER  CONNECTIONS 

1-800-615-4006  or /SIS)  587-6666 

Fax  (816)  746-4008  •  E-mail:  saUsiag@ijal.eom 


We  need  your  Boat 

Your  tax  deductible  boat  donation  will  help  send 
hundreds  of  young  men  and  women  to  sea  each  year 
on  voyages  of  self-discovery.  We  will  take  care  of 
everything,  just  call  the  toll  free  number  below... 


S.A.L.T.S.  Sail  &  Life  Training  Society 
toll  free:  I -888-383  68 1  I,  fax:  I -250  383  778 1 


South  BAY  BOAT  WORKS  INC. 

Under  New  Ownership! 
HAULOUTS  TO  12  TONS 


•  POWER  &  SAIL 

•  REBUILDING,  REPAIR  &  REFINISHING  ON 
FIBERGLASS,  WOOD  OR  STEEL  BOATS 

•  ENGINE  INSTALLATION  &  REMOVAL 

•  STRUCTURAL  DRY  ROT  REPAIRS  IN  1.0.  BOATS 

•  RERIGGING  &  MAST  REPAIRS 
BOAT  REPAIRS  SINCE  1963 


Check  Our 
Prices 


(415)  369-0150 


1450  MAPLE  ST.,  REDWOOD  CITY 


Page  202  •  Lt&UJU.  18  •  February.  1997 


Consider  al!  the  features  of  Emeryville's  Design  Award-winning  Ma¬ 

rina.  Centrally  located  for  the  entire  Bay  Area  with  easy  driving  access 
by  car  and  quick  access  to  terrific  Bay  sailing.  Check  all  these  features: 


0  Phone  hook-ups  available 
0  Dock  boxes 
0  FREE  pump-out  station 
0  Fuel  dock  -  diesel  &  gas 
0  Ample  free  parking 


0  Excellent  security 
0  25-60'  berths 
0  Restaurants 
0  Sportfishing  center 
0  City  park 


EMERYVILLE 
CITY  MARINA 

A  quick  trip  to  the  Bay, 
a  quick  trip  from  your  home. 

RECENT  UPGRADES 
AND  OFFERINGS: 

0  Recently  dredged  berths  and  channel 
0  FREE  utilities 

0  FREE  launch  ramp  &  fish  pier 
0  NEW  full  service  chandlery 
0  NEW  bathroom,  shower,  laundry  facility 

Call  for  competitive  rates 

EMERYVILLE 
CITY  MARINA 

331 0  Powell  St.  exit 
off  1-80 
Emeryville 

next  door  to  Hank  Schramm's  Sportfishing 

(510)  596-4340 

fax  (510)  596-4342 


NOT  JUST  ANOTHER  SOLAR  CHARGER! 


Revolutionary  New  Technology: 

Save  Dying  Batteries/Greatly  Extend  Battery  Life! 

"In  excess  of  84%  of  all  battery  failures  are 
due  to  sulfation." 

. . .  The  Battery  Council  International. 

Sulfation  is  a  normal  part  of  the  battery 
aging  process.  The  rate  of  sulfation  in¬ 
creases  as  temperatures  increase,  and  as 
the  battery  is  discharged.  All  batteries 
lose  charge  at  the  rate  of  1%  per  day. 

Sulfation  kills  batteries  by  insulating  the  plates  and 
preventing  them  from  taking  a  charge.  Conventional 
charging  does  not  eliminate  sulfation. 

Only  SOLARGIZER:  I.  Reverses  sulfation 

2.  Restores  batteries  to  near-new  condition 

3.  Maintains  charge  4.  Greatly  extends  battery  life 


SOLARGIZER 

Eliminates  Battery 
Sulfation 
Environmentally 
Friendly! 


From  $59.95.  Information:  RIP,  Inc. 

3157  Diablo  View  Rd.,  Lafayette,  CA  94549 


f 510 i  933-2400 

Voice/Fax 


Tinker 

Marine 


Tel:  (510)814-0471 
(800)  410-5297 
FAX:  (510)814-8030 
1919  Clement  Ave,  Bldg  1 1 
Alameda,  CA  94501 

In  the  Sve  nd.se  n ’s  Complex 

http://www.Hnkers.com 


ng 

0 
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"Tinker  Inflatables,  probably  the  best  known  hybrid  Sailing 
dinghy  /  lifeboats"  -  Cruising  World 

"Best  Rowing  Inflatable"  -  Practical  Sailor 

lOutstanding  quality  workmanship  and  materials"  - 

Practical  Boat  Owner 

"Tlnker-easily  the  fastest  under  power" 
(13  KtS  with  3.3  HP)  -  Yachting  Monthly 


Visit  our  showroom  in  the  Svendsen's  Complex 


PROPELLER 

TURNING? 

STOP  IRRITATING  NOISES. 

Increase  boat  performance.  Eliminate 
transmission  damage.  Automatically 
unlocks... no  electrical  or  hydraulics 
to  break  down.  Uncomplicated 
design.  Completely  corrosion-proof. 

Sljaft  LoH  li)c: 

,  (Since  1979) 

1 3225  W.  Foxwood  Dr. 
New  Berlin,  Wl  53151  USA 
(414)786-6800 
Fox  (414)  786-7492 

Prices  start  at  $293 


THE  CITY'S  COMPLETE 

Yacht  repair  center 

AND  MARIHE  SUPPLY  STORE! 


30  AND  40  TON 
TR  AVE  LIFTS 
80  TON  DRY  DOCK 


835  China  Basin  St.  •  Foot  of  Mariposa,  San  Francisco  •  CA  94107 

(415)  626-3275  or  toll  free  (800)  626-1662 
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Flexible.  Lightweight. 
Unbreakable.The 
UNI-SOLAR  battery  charger 
gives  you  advantages  no  glass 
panel  can  match.  It  installs  in 
minutes,  mounts  anywhere  and 
stows  away  when  not  in  use. 
Available  at  West  Marine, 
Boat/U.S.,  Boater’s  World 
and  other  marine  dealers. 


MBC-525 


UM-S®LAR. 


United  Solar  Systems  Corp. 

5278  Eastgate  Mall  •  San  Diego,  CA  92121  •  (800)  397-2083 


DONATE  YOUR  BOAT 
TO  THE  BOY  SCOUTS 


•  Your  donation  is  tax  deductible 

•  Eliminate  broker,  berthing  and  ad  fees 

•  Let  us  show  you  the  attractive  value  and  speedy  transfer 

•  Help  instill  the  love  of  the  sea  and  benefit  the  scouting  program 

•  1997  tax  deduction! 


(415)  327-5900 


PACIFIC  SKYLINE 
BOY  SCOUTS 
OF  AMERICA 


mo  SAILS 
IN  STOCK! 

ALL  KINDS 
NEW  AND  USED 
FULLY  GUARANTEED 


•  STORM  JIBS 

•  TRYSAILS 

•  CRUISING  SPINNAKERS 

•  SPINNAKER  SOCKS 

•  MAINS 

• GENOAS 

•  ROLLER  FURLERS 


The  largest  selection  of  Quality  Off-The-Shelf 
Sails  available.  FAST  AND  ECONOMICAL! 
Select  from  our  warehouse  inventory  now.  All 
new  sails  come  with  a  2  year  written  warranty. 
Used  Sails  are  fully  guaranteed  for  fit  and  condi¬ 
tion.  CALL  FOR  A  FREE  CATALOG 


THE  SAIL  WAREHOUSE 

|  Ph.(408)646-5346  '  Fax  (408)  646-5958  S 
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FOUR  LOTS  SOLD  IN  JUST  THE  PAST  60  DAYS ! 


Last  deep  water  buildable  lots  on  San  Francisco  Bay 
with  these  features. 


Margi  Cellucci  Real  Estate 
(510)  236-2178 

Toll  free  888-ViewBay  (843-9229) 

Web  site  http://www.web-base.com/PtRich 


Brickyard  Cove 

Deep  Water  Lots  &  Homes 


© 


•  Easy  access  to  warm  weather  sailing 

•  Spectacular  views  of  San  Francisco  Bay 

•  Berth  your  boat  at  your  doorstep 

•  Minutes  from  freeway  &  Marin 


How  fast  would  you 
react  if  your  boat  was 


sinking: 

Now  what  about  your 
family  and  friends? 


Rescue  Pack  flotation  keeps  your  boat  afloat  in  an  emergency. 
For  boats  to  24  feet.  Provides  a  safer,  faster  rescue  option 
because  you  can  stay  on-board  your  boat  and  out  of  the  water. 
Protect  your  friends  and  your  loved  ones  with  Rescue  Pack. 
Permanent  or  lightweight  carry-on  units  start  at  just  $790. 
Immediate  delivery  available. 

Yachtsaver  solutions  for  larger 
boats  available. 


VIDEO  OFFER 

Shows  design, 
deployment  and 
installation. 

800-529-5576 


Yachtsaver 

THE  FLOTATION  EXPERTS 


Harbor  Lane  •  Round  Pond,  Maine  04564-0295  •  Fax:  207-529-5576  •  http://www.yachtsaver.com 


2418  Teagarden  Street  •  San  Leandro,  CA  94577 


Repairing  and  repitching  of  ALL  brands  and  makes 
3/4"  -  2"  Aquamet  22  Shafting  in  stock 
Distributor  of  Michigan  Wheel  Corporation 

Now  Northern  California  Authorized 
Volvo  Propeller  Sales  &  Repairs 

California's  Original  Propeller  Family  Since  1925 

Official  Notice  -  Bob  Kilian  is  now  on  staff  -  Experience  Counts 


(510)  614-0596  •  fax  (510)  614 


GOLDEN  STATE 

DIESEL  MARINE 


PARTS  AND  SERVICE 


PATHFINDER  •  YANMAR  •  UNIVERSAL 
•  WESTERBEKE  • 

DIESEL  &  GAS  ENGINES 


Barbara  Campbell 


351  EMBARCADERO 
OAKLAND,  CA  94606 


(510)  465-1093 
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USCG  APPROVED  TESTING  FACILITY 

SALES  *  SERVICE 

E 

REPAIRS  •  RENTAL  •  REPACKING 

W 

of  USCG,  SOLAS,  COMMERCIAL, 

YACHT  &  FISHERMAN 

P 

INFLATABLE  BOATS 

1 2/ 

HP 

INFLATABLE  LIFERAFTS^22^ 

1 

INDUSTRIAL  SUPPLY 

np 

555  SELBY  STREET,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94124 

1 

(415)  826-4433  telex  ITT  4971 778  fax  41 5-826-1 122 

Mjv's  QUALITY  MARINE 
BOAT  TRANSPORTING 


ICC#  263064 
BONDED 
INSURED 


SERVICE  REPAIRS  STORAGE  ACCESSORIES  HAULING 


Custom  designed  equipment  &  air  ride  trailers  exclusively 
'for  sail,  power,  multiple  boats. 

2122  NORTHGATE  BLVD.  SACRAMENTO,  CA  95833 
CALL  FOR  FREE  QUOTATION  1-800-646-0292  •  FAX  (916)  646-3241 


The  Qualify  and  Craftsmanship  You  Want ; 
at  a  Price  You  Can  Afford. 


Today,  sails  are  designed  by  similar  computer  programs,  and 
constructed  of  similar  materials.  The  difference  is  the  quality 
and  craftsmanship  and  the  price  you  must  pay.  Lee  Sails  offers 
you  the  best  of  all. 


647  Pacific  Avenue 
Alameda,  CA  94501 

(510)  523-9011 


SAUSALITO 


LIST  MARINE  INC. 


"Complete  Marine  Engine  Service" 

•We  service  all  makes  sSPGrSCiOS 

•  New,  used  &  rebuilt  engines 

•  Dockside  facilities  Universal 

•  Mobile  service  trucks 

FRrjWESTERBEKE 

(415)  332-5478  PO  Box  2008,  Sausalito,  CA  94966 
Adjacent  to  Schoonmaker  Pt.  Marina 


WoodenBoat  School 

1997  SAN  FRANCISCO  COURSFS 

At  the  Small  Boat  Shop,  San  Francisco  Maritime  National  Historic  Park 

■  May  5-9  Principals  of  Lofting  with  Greg  Rossei 

■  May  12-16  Fundamentals  of  Boatbuilding  with  Greg  Rossei 
u  May  19-23  Woodstrip  Kayak  Construction  with  Ted  Moores 
m  Sept  14-20  Fundamentals  of  Boatbuilding  with  Rob  Barker 

■  Oct  20-24  Glued  Lapstrake  Plywood  Construction  with 

„  .  „  John  Brooks 

For  more  information  contact: 

WoodenBoat  School 

P.O.  Box  78  •  Brooklin,  ME  04616 
(207)  359-4651  (Mon.-Thurs.)  •  Fax:  (207)  359-8920 


•  Fair  Prices  •  24-Hour  Security  •  Quality  Guaranteed  Work  • 
•  Marine  Ways  &  Lift  ~  Boats  to  65-ft.  • 

•  We  Specialize  in  Wood,  Fiberglass  and  Steel  • 
Do-It-Yourselfers  Welcome 

(415)  824-8597 

"ONE  CALL  DOES  IT  ALL" 
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BRUCE  WHITE 

klwi@sj.znet.com 


EW  CONSTRUCTION  *  MARINE  INSURANCE  •  CHARTERS  •  YACHT  MANAGEMENT 


62'  A1  Mason  Custom  Ketch,  1985 
$445,000 


68'  Deerfoot  Cutter,  1980 
$485,000 


55'  S&S  Classic  Yawl,  1957 
$259,000 


65'  CT  Ketch,  1984 
$495,000 


42'  Passport  Cutter,  1 985 
$179,000 


Ocean  71  Ketch,  1979 
$450,000 


601  Steel  Cruising  Ketch,  1980 
$299,000 


62'  Motorsailer  Cutter,  1987 
$595,000 


320  HARBOR  DRIVE,  SAUSALITO,  CALIFORNIA  94965  (415)  332-531 1 
FAX  (415)  332-7036  •  http://yachtworld.com/fraser 
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*  Try  Before  * 
You  Buy 

(It's  cheaper  than  berth  rent) 


Plan  I  Daily  Rate 

Catalina  22 

$55 

O'Day  22 

$55 

Hunter  23  (3) 

$65 

Newport  24 

$95 

Catalina  25 

$95 

Catalina  27 

$140 

Newport  28 

$140 

Hunter  28.5 

$150 

Cal  2-29 

$150 

Catalina  30  (2) 

$170 

Newport  30 

$170 

Cal  31 

$170 

Hunter  Vision  32 

$195 

Hunter  Vision  36 

$240 

Beneteau  432 

$295 

Plan  II  Monthly  Rate* 


Unlimited 
us*  of  *11 
lh*s*  bouts. 


$195/mo 


Unlimited  use  of  ALL 
these  boats.  $295/mo 


*  Price/month  on  12-month  agreement 


ARE  YOU  REALLY  READY  TO  BUY  A  BOAT? 

Have  you  had  the  opportunity  to  try  a  variety  of  different 
boats?  Do  you  have  enough  sailing  experience  to  under¬ 
stand  the  pros  and  cons  of  various  types  of  boats?  Are  you 
prepared  to  make  a  significant  financial  investment  and  pay 
for  berthing,  insurance,  taxes  and  maintenance?  Do  you 
have  the  time  and  skills  to  do  your  own  repairs  and  mainte¬ 
nance?  Do  you  understand  that  it  may  take  6  to  12  months  to 
sell  a  boat  if  you  change  your  mind? 

TRY  BEFORE  YOU  BUY! 

Tradewinds  offers  a  low  cost  way  to  learn  about  sailing  and 
sailboats  before  you  make  the  significant  commitment  of 
time  and  money  to  own  a  boat.  For  about  what  most 
boatowners  pay  just  for  berth  rent,  you  can  sail  an  entire  fleet 
of  boats  as  often  as  you  want.  If  you're  new  to  sailing,  or  if 
your  skills  are  a  little  rusty,  our  sailing  school  can  get  you 
going  quickly  and  easily.  When  you're  ready  to  buy  a  boat, 
our  unique  Boat  Buyer's  Service  will  help  you  find  the  right 
boat,  negotiate  the  best  possible  price,  and  protect  your 
interests  throughout  the  purchase  process.  Before  you  go  off 
’half-docked',  give  us  a  call.  You’ll  be  glad  you  did. 


Nobody  Offers  More  Sailing  for  Less. 


A 


Z&ccuLeivlruLs 

Sailing  Club  -  Sailing  School 


COMMITTED  TO  EXCELLENCE  AND  VALUE 


1-800-321-TWSC  (8972)  •  (510)232-7999 

Brickyard  Cove  •  e-mail:  tradwinds@msn.com 
I  SERVING  AND  TEACHING  SAILORS  FOR  OVER  34  YEARS  ( 


NAPA  VALLETTMARINA 


1200  Milton  Road,  Napa,  CA  94559 


707*  *52  *8011 


Compare  Our  Prices! 
Open  &  Covered  Berths 

•  Covered  berths  to  45' 

•  Haulouts,  railways  orTravelift 

•  Trimaran  haulouts 

•  Do-it-yourselfers  welcome 

•  Fuel  dock,  gas>diesel,  pump  out 

•  Dry  storage 

•  Chandlery,  groceries,  beer,  wine 

•  Yacht  brokerage 

•  Family  owned  since  1957 

Trimaran  Haulouts 


and  Storage 


SELECTED  BROKERAGE 


23'  POCKET  TRAWLER,  immaculate  condition . $13,500 

24'  REINELL  FLY  BRIDGE . $10,500 

25’  TRIMARAN . $14,000 

27’  FJORD,  aft  cabin,  diesel . $12,900 

27'  OWENS  CABIN  CRUISER,  clean . $7,500 

28’  SILVERTON  FLYBRIDGE,  very  nice . $22,500 

34’  STEPHENS,  classic,  1928 . $32,000 

37'  TRAWLER . $40,000 

46*  KITA  TRAWLER . $H0.00 


DONATE  YOUR  BOAT 
TO  SEA  SCOUTS 


CALL  US  TODAY! 

PACIFIC  HARBORS  COUNCIL 

BOY  SCOUTS  OF  AMERICA 

1(800)  333-6599 

Ask  for  Larrv  Abbott 


POWER  OR  SAIL 

•  YOUR  DONATION  IS  TAX* 
DEDUCTIBLE.  LET  US  SHOW 
YOU  THE  ATTRACTIVE  VAUJE 
AND  SPEEDY  TRANSFER  THAT 
WE  (AN  ARRANGE. 

•ELIMINATE BROKER  FEES, 
ADVERTISING  AND  BERTHING. 

•  HELP  INSTILL  THE  10YI  OF  THE 
SEA  AND  BOATING  INTO  THE 
YOUTH  WHO  PARTICIPATE  IN 
SEA  SCOUTING.  SEA  SCOUTS 
ARE  LOOKING  FOR  ANY 
CRAFT,  POWER  OR  SAIL  IN 
SERVICEABLE  CONDITION. 
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(415)  332-2060 


1306  BRIDGEWAY,  SAUSALITO,  CA  94965  •  Fax  332-2067 


HI-VISIBILITY  LOCATION  FOR  30  YEARS.  BOATS  SELL  AT  OUR  DOCKS. 


44'  PETERSON 

Center  cockpit 
cruising  cutter. 
Spacious  interior, 
loaded  with 
cruising  gear  ind. 
new  dodger,  roller 
furling,  AP,  GPS. 
Asking 
$105,000. 


39'WESTSAIL  Perry  design,  beau¬ 
tiful  custom  interior,  long  list  of 
quality  gear.  Cruise/live  aboard. 

Asking  $115,000. 


37' FISHER  1980aftcabin  motor- 
sailer.  Dual  stations,  radar,  well 
equipped  for  cruising. 

Asking  $1 10,000. 


35' CLASSIC  YAWL  Well  main¬ 
tained,  mahogany  hull,  BMC  die¬ 
sel,  join  the  classic  fleet. 

Try  $25,000. 


35'  MARINER  Garden  designee 
ketch,  Perkins  diesel,  liveaboard/ 
cruise,  Sausalito  berth. 

Asking  $25,000/offer. 


31 '  SEAISLANDER SLOOP  Classic 
Master  Mariner  winner.  Well 
maintained  in  great  condition. 

"  Asking  $12,000. 


33'  TARTAN  10  Sparkman  & 
Stephens  design.  Diesel  aux.,  fast 
racer/cruiser.  At  our  docks. 

Asking  $11,500. 


35'  HINCKLEY  PILOT  Sparkman  & 
Stephens  classic,  Hood  lull  battened 
main  &  roller  furling,  AP,  refer. 

Asking  $49,500. 


32' WESTSAIL  Factory  built,  strong 
hand-laid  F/G  teak  decks.  Excel¬ 
lent  condition. 

Asking  $40,000. 


30’  CATALINA  1984.  Dodger, 
AP,  roller  furling,  diesel  aux. 

Asking  $29,000. 


27'  TARTAN  YAWL  Inboard 


auxiliary .  furling  jib,  AP.  Real  dean. 
Our  docks.  Try  $  1 0,500. 


Sausalito 


Seattle 


BALTIC  51, 
1980 

Consistently  up¬ 
graded  incl.  decks, 
elects,  3  S/Rs,  new 
canvas,  electric 
winches.  Out¬ 
standing  proven 
performance 
cruiser. 


SWAN  651 

1996  total  refit  and 
updates  including 
new  decks,  engine, 
generator,  power 
winches,  interior, 
awlgrip.  Fabulous 
accommodation 
plan.  As  new  cond¬ 
ition  throughout. 


55'  BALTIC 
D.P.,  1988 

This  custom  55  is 
the  finest  example 
of  Baltic's  out¬ 
standing  quality. 
She  offers  every 
possible  cruising 
and  performance 
amenity. 


52'  TAYANA, 
1990 

Popular  Perry  de¬ 
sign  cruiser.  Tri¬ 
cabin  layout,  new 
genset,  radar, 
SSB,  s/t  winches. 
Excellent  value. 
Also  available: 
TAYANA  55 


63’  CHEOY 
LEE  MOTOR- 
SAILER 

Two  outstanding 
examples  of  this 
proven  world 
cruiser:  '85  cutter, 
'83  ketch.  All 
offers  encouraged. 


30'  MUMM,  '96 . 

39'  CM  1200, '95 . 

. Reduced 

30'  HUNTER, '91 . 

. $42,850 

40'  RASCONA,  '80 . 

.  $248,000 

32'  ISLANDER,  78 .... 

. $35,000 

40'  ISLANDER,  79 . 

...  $69,000 

33'  LE  COMTE,  '68 .... 

. $21,500 

43'  BALTIC,  '87 . 

,  $285,000 

33'  NEWPORT, '82 .... 

. $34,000 

50'  FORCE  50, 78 . 

„  $165,000 

35'  J/35,  '90 . 

51'  SWAN, '85 . 

..  $480,000 

37'  TAYANA, '87 . 

. $115,000 

54'  S&S,  75 . 

..$199,000 

38'  DEHLER,  '87 . 

. $89,000 

60'  CHANDLER  Schooner . 

.  $385,000 

400  Harbor  Drive,  Suite  B  •  Sausalito,  CA  94965 

(415)  332-9500  •  Fax:  (415)  332-9503 
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Shop  San  Diego 

We  have  various  sizes  of  QUALITY  cruising  boats  which  have 
returned  from  blue  water  trips  and  are  ready  to  go  again. 


PERRY  47  KETCH  Center  cockpit  cruiser  TAYANA37  PILOTHOUSE  CUTTER  1981. 
recently  returnedfromMex.Walk-thruto  Recently  returned  from  Mexico  where 
queen  aft  cabin;  walk-in  workshop  next  she  cruised  extensively.  Inside  steering 
to  engine  room.  5kwgen,  radar,  Autohelm  makes  hercomfortable  in  all  climates  and 
7000,  refer/freezer,  dinghy,  liferaft,  wa-  sailing  conditions.  $93,500. 
termaker,  7  sails,  roller  furling.  Roomy, 

excellent  liveaboard/cruiser.  $1 1 9,000.  RACE  BOATS 

30'  Frers  by  Carroll  Marine .  49,900 

30'  Capo  by  Schumacher .  40,000 

33'  Soverel  ULDB .  39,900 

34'  Peterson,  '80 . 39,990 

35'  J/35.  '93  .  89,000 

35'  Schock,  '86  .  45,000 

37'  CF,  '74  .  42,500 

COMMON  SENSE  28  If  you  like  wooden  37'  Bruce  Nelson .  33,900 

boats  and  you  want  a  character  boat  with  37'  J-37C,  '89 . 1 49,000 

classic  lines,  this  is  your  boat!  Seller  has  38’ Peterson, '81  .  59  900 

moved  inland  and  wants  someone  to  ?o.  rw,  hv  Pnhnin  '«7 . ao  om 

adopt  this  little  beauty.  $19,500.  Z  ,  by£™'  °7  . . £.900 

39'  Jeremy  Rodgers  Contessa  78,900 

Call  YACHTFINDERS/WINDSEAKERS  39'  X-l  19,  Jeppesen  design ...  95,000 

for  complete  specs  &  appoint-  41' Frers, ‘88 . 139,000 

ments  to  see  these  fine  yachts,  45'  Custom  S&S,  ‘81 . 1 19,000 

COME  JOIN  US  FOR  OUR  IN-THE-WATER  BOAT  SHOW  AT  OUR  DOCKS  FEB.  15-16 

l&CHTFINDERSy 

/ 

2330  Shelter  Island  Dr„  #207,  San  Diego,  CA  92106 

(619)  224-2349  Fax  (6 1 9)  224-4692 


)  WYLIE  39  Racing  hull  with  custom  white 
<  oak  cruising  interior.  Large  double  quar- 
|  ter  cabin  aft.  Equipment  includes  radar, 
i  autopilot,  30hp  Yanmar  diesel  and  roller 
(  furling.  She's  designed  asasinglehanded 
t  performance  cruiser  and  has  proven  her- 
'  self  offshore.  $69,000. 


ISLAND  PACKET  32  This  '91  model  has  < 
been  set  up  to  singlehand  or  accommo-  > 
date  2  couples  comfortably  with  2  state-  J 
rooms,  a  large  salon,  and  a  great  func-  , 
tional  galley.  Full  cockpit  bimini  and  en-  > 
closure.  Many  outstanding  cruising  tea-  J 
tures.  $115,000.  \ 


PEDRICK  47  Built  by  Cheoy  Lee  in  '85. 
Commissioned  in  '86  in  the  U.S.  and 
customized  by  the  current,owners  over 
i  the  past  2  years  to  be  a  comfortable ,  well- 

<  equipped  offshore  cruiser.  Current  elec- 
\  tronics  and  many  recent  upgrades. 
►  $230,000. 


HYLAS  42  Aft  cockpit  with  a  centerline  aft  < 
cabin  berth.  Commissioned  as  a  NEW  | 
boat  in  '87  by  current  owner.  This  boat  J 
has  cruised  Alaska  to  Mexico  and  still  < 
shows  like  NEW.  Just  add  groceries  and  > 
GO...  Seller  has  bought  bigger  boat,  i 
$179,500.  \ 


HANS  CHRISTIAN  38  MKI1 1981  classic 
cruising  design.  All  brightwork  recently 
redone.  Currently  lying  in  Mexico  await¬ 
ing  NEW  OWNERS  who  are  ready  for 
adventure  on  the  high  seas,  in  comfort. 
Easy  to  see,  ready  to  sail.  $124,000. 


SEA  EAGLE  31  This  '79  Huntingford  de¬ 
sign  is  a  well  equipped  pocket  cruiser 
with  Yanmar  diesel.  Excellent  sailing  boat 
with  a  liveaboard  interior.  Sellers  cruised 
Mexico  in  this  boat  and  have  proven  her 
seaworthy  in  all  conditions.  A  great  value 
at  $55,000. 


1 450  Harbor  Island  Drive  1  -800-71  -YACHT 

San  Diego,  CA  92101  (619)  294-4545 

Fax  (619)  294-8694 


MAC  DONALD  YACHT 

http://www.electriciti.com/-jtaylor/macyacht.html 


□uc 

NET1 


42'  CATALINA,  '90.  3  staterooms,  inverter, 
refrig,  Loran  w/plotter,  furling.  1  owner,  low 
hours,  well  maintained.  $112,000. 


_ i _ - _ I _ .  .. ..  -  -  .. . 

74'  CSTM  CRUISING  PILOTHOUSE  YAWL. 

Safe,  rugged  and  fast  offshore  sailboat.  U.S. 
built.  5  staterooms,  4  heads,  3  showers. 


48'  HEDLEY  NICOL  TRI  KETCH.  3  state¬ 


rooms,  7'3"  headroom.  Major  '96  refit  incl.  new 
LP.  Loaded  with  all  cruising  gear.  $144,000. 


54'  CT  Beautiful  well  equipped,  well  appointed 
yacht.  Stable  in  all  seas.  3  staterooms,  bow 
thruster,  aluminum  spars.  $210,000. 


44'  NAUTIC  SAINTONGE.  Fast  perl,  cruiser. 
Eng  overhaul,  majorrefit,  hulls  spars  Awlgripped, 
new  shrouds,  tronics  S  systems.  $129,000. 


53'  LAPWORTH  design.  American  Marine 
Bit.  Twin  diesel  M/S.  Deep  water  cruiser. 
$149,000. 


30' Baba . $56,000  50’Columbia $145,000  50'Gulfstar . $159,500 


GIVE  YOUR  BOAT  A  HOME 
WITH  THE  SCOUTS 


For  more  than  60  years  we  have  provided  the  educational 
instruction  of  seamanship  and  the  fun  of  sailing  and 
motorboating  to  thousands  of  Sea  Scouts  and  Boy  Scouts 
during  our  programs.  In  order  to  maintain  our  programs, 
additional  boats  are  always  needed!  If  you  live  in  the 
Northern  California  area  and  would  like  to  give  your  sail 
or  power  boat  a  new  home,  contact: 

Bob  Dillard  at  1-800-231-7963 

San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Council  •  Boy  Scouts  of  America 

*  ■> 

~  Donations  are  Tax  Deductible  ~ 
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BROKERAGE  POWERBOATS 


27’  TIARA, '92 . $85,000 

34’  SEA  RAY  SUNDANCER,  '88 . $63,500 

37'  MAINSHIP  MY,  ’96 . $149,000 

41'  SEA  RAY, '86 . $139,000 

42'  SEA  RAY  EXPRESS  420,  '91 . $220,000 

42'  OCEAN  ALEXANDER,  '86 . $169,000 

47*  PACEMAKER  FB  MY,  '69 . $1 49,000 

50'  STEPHENS  SPORTFISHER,  '74  ...  $269,000 

53’  NORDLUND/Monk  PH,  '81  . $285,000 

57'  DEFEVER  COCKPIT  MY,  '86 . $449,000 

58'  HATTERAS  MY,  '73 . $330,000 

63'  STEPHENS  MARINE  YF,  '67 . $229,000 

65'  ROMSDAHL  TRAWLER,  '62 . $325,000 

67'  STEPHENS  FB  MY,  '71 . $795,000 


BROKERAGE 

Specializing  in  High  Quality  Yachts 


Located  Downtown  opposite  the  Village  Fair 
100  BAY  STREET  •  SACISAL1TO  •  CALIFORNIA  94965 
Free  Reserved  Parking  For  Our  Customers 

m-f  £}  415-331-6200 

9  5  W  FAX  415-331-6213 


BUG 

NGT 


Sat 

10-4 


http://www.sausaIitoyacht.com 
email:  yachts@sausalito.com 


FORCE  50  Cruise  the  world  in  this  spacious  vessel.  AP,  radar,  GPS, 
inverter,  windlass.  $1 29,000.  sistmhip  photo 


46'  DEVRIES  STEEL  CUTTER 

In  Bristol  yacht  condition.  New  rodar,  GPS,  furling,  double  in  moster. 
Offered  at  $139,500. 


50'  C0RTEN  STEEL  HULL  Beautifully  constructed.  Needs  TLC 
down  below.  Wonderful  possibility  for  long  range  cruising.  $120,000. 


Sales  Docks 


STEVENS  CUSTOM  47  by  S&S  3  stoterooms,  queen  berth 
aft,  Technautics  refrigerator,  rador,  pilot.  Reduced  to  $209,000. 


32'  FUJI,  1 977  Diesel,  inverter,  refer.  Gorgeous  interior. 
Ready  for  your  cruisel  Borgain  at  $35,500. 


1  -  * 

35'  BENETEAU  OCEAN  350 

Stowaway  main,  Schaefer  furling,  AP,  inverter,  cruise,  spinnaker, 
GPS,  absolutely  Bristol.  $89,900. 


We  Will  Sell 
Your  Sailboat  - 
List  Now 


30'  BURNS  'Quark'  Diesel,  autopilot,  vane,  radar,  loaded  for 
ocean  cruising.  Extros  too  long  to  list.  $39,500. 


40'  HARDIN  PILOTHOUSE  KETCH  Upper  &  lower  steering 
stations.  Fresh  LPU  hull,  fresh  varnish,  needs  hondyman  work.  Spacious 
interior  motorsailer.  OUR  DOCKS.  $48,000  OBO. 


XJ 

30'  CAT  KETCH,  1979  Comfortable  accommodations  for  4. 
Settee  berths  are  next  aft  to  port  &  starboard.  All  brightwork  on  deck  is 
leak  refinished  in  '96.  Stove,  sink,  refrigerator/icebox,  large  self-bailing 
cockpit.  Singularly  handsome  and  striking  example  of  William  Garden's 
custom  design  work.  A  ONE  OF  A  KINO  MASTERPIECE!  Asking  $49,500. 


February,  1997  •  LrfCtwATf?  •  Page 211 


47'  VAGABOND,  1981 

Three  staterooms.  New  rig. 
Own  a  true  bluewater  cruiser. 
New  fuel  tanks. 
$149,000. 


32‘  DOWNEAST  CUTTER,  1976 

Super  pocket  cruiser.  Yanmar 
diesel.  Equipped  for  cruising, 
dinghy.  New  epoxy  bottom  and 
cushions.  $38,000. 


30'  CATALINA,  1978 

Liquidation  sale. 
Submit  all  offers. 
$14,000. 


50'  SANTA  CRUZ,  '82 

USCG  certified  for  25  passengers. 
Refit  in  1991. 

$179,000. 


30'  ISLANDER  SLOOP,  1984 

Yanmar  diesel,  R/F,  dodger,  wheel 
Steering,  teak  interior,  double  berth, 
H/C  pressure  water,  extras. 
$31,500. 


30'  C&C  SLOOP,  1980  R/C 

Full  batten  main,  Yanmar  diesel, 
wheel,  CNG,  beautiful  interior, 
lots  of  gear,  sails,  winches. 
Priced  for  a  quick  sail.  $26,500. 


29'  CASCADE  SLOOP,  1972 

Full  boat  cover. 

Rebuilt  engine.  New  sails. 
Harken  roller  furling.  Bristol  cond. 
Reduced.  $15,500. 


27  U.S.  MARINE,  1983 

Inboard  Volvo  diesel. 
Well  euipped.  Priced  to  sell. 
$12,000. 


TheEmbarcadero  at  Pier  40 
South  Beach  Harbor 
San  Francisco,  CA  94107 

WAYNE  MOSKOW 

Search  For  Boats:  http://www.boatnet.com  E-Mail:  PremierYts@aol.com  Broker 


PREMIER  (415)  495-5335  (KEEL) 

-  Fax  (41 5)  495-5375 

YACHT  SALES 


duzcg  'Seci&.uUt6  YACHT  SALES 


West  Coast  Agents 
for  New  and  Pre- 
cwned 


BRISTOL  -  31' ...  65’ 

CAL  -  33',  39' 

HANS  CHRISTIAN  -  43C,  S2C,  41T,  48T 
PEARSON  -  3V,  33',  34',  38’,  39’ 


H.C.  38  T  -  One  owner,  60  hp  diesel, 
Sleeps  8,  Monitor windwane,  new  can¬ 
vas.  Custom  upgrades . $1 28.000 


27'  ALBIN  '76  -  Great  condition.  Good 
Sails,  Two  Jibs,  1 0  hp.  inboard  Volvo  Deisel. 
Sleeps  4.  Great  bay  boat  I  Asking  $12,900 


38'  HCTrad.- 1987  The  best  on  market, 
like  "NEW".  Performance  underbody. 
Priced  to  sell,  asking . . $1 45,000 


4  -  38’  HC  Mkll  Trad.-  Pullman  interiors, 
Cruising  experience.  Priced  to  sell,  from 
$109,000  to  $135,000  -  MAKE  OFFER 


47’  NORTHWIND  CC  PILOTHOUSE 

1985  -  Sloop  rig,  tri-cabin,  dual  steering 
stations.  Asking . $249,000 


Northern  California  Office: 

2021  Alaska  Packer  Place,  Box  12 
Alameda  94501  (510)  523-2203 
Facsimile  (510)  523-2204 


Wanted 

Quality  Listing 

///too  40 f of,  doul/e finyer  docl 
ffytacej  aeai/al/e.  you  wan/ /o 
je//your  loaf  Irfj  male  a  JeJ. 


Southern  California  Office: 

101  Shipyard  Way,  Suite  J 
Newport  Beach  (714)675-9352 
Facsimile  (714)  675-2519 


Quality  Marine  Products 

We  are  Northern  California  distributers  for: 


SWISSTECH 

MAST  LIFT 


WE  PUT  THE  WIND  BACK  IN  YOUR  SAILS' 


EMERGENCY 

CANISTER 

LADDER 


Series 

Drogue 


Safety  at  your  fingertips... 
when  you're  In  the  water! 


Collision 

Avoidance 


SOLARGIZER  -  Saves  your  batteries  __ 

SMART  SWITCH  -  Pumps  water  not  oil  ^  ^ 

(510)  523-2203  Sector 

(//a// today  for  more  in  formation/ 

2021  j4.0aska  "Packet,  □  12  ^4 1  the  (jtand  AAatina 

j4.0ameda.  C/4  94501  "Qoat^atd  and  Astatine  Centet 
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Strong  sales  and  marketing, 
Positive,  motivated 
professionals. 


SBTERSHIP 


31' SOUTHERN  CROSS 

For  one  seeking  the  finest  in  traditional 
cruising  yachts. 


$23,400 

$59,000 

$29,000 

$11,000 

$19,500 

$12,900 

$23,500 


31'  Dufour,  79 . 

31'  Southern  Cross,  78 

30’  Newport,  '81 . 

30’  Ericson,  '69 . 

30’  Catalina,  75 . 

29'  Cal,  74 . 

28'  Hunter  28.5, '86.... 


28'  Columbia,  '69 . i.. 

27'  Cal,  74 . 

25.5  Hunter,  '85 . 

25'  Cal,  79 . 

25'  Hunter  25.5, '85 . 

25'  Yankee  Dolphin,  '68 
20'  Flicka,  77 . 


42'  Golden  Wave,  '82..  $115,000 

39'  Westsail,  '81  . $115,000 

36'  Islander,  73 . $36,500 

35'  Rafiki,  77/78 . $58,000 

35'  Cheoy  Lee  Yawl,  '61  $28,000 

34'  Hunter,  '85 . $42,000 

34'  Catalina,  '89 . $54,900 


33'  Hunter,  '81 . $26,950 

33'  Hankinsen  (custom)  $45,000 

32'  Ericson,  70 . $24,500 

32'  Endeavour,  78 . $32,000 

32'  Westsail,  74 . $41,500 

32'  Allied  Seawind,  78 ..  $31,900 
32'  Beneteau  32  R/C,'84  ..  $39,900 


TO  SELL  YOUR  BOAT 


SELECTED  SAIL  LISTINGS 


MAJOR  OPPORTUNITY 


Fax  (510) 

3300  Powell  Street,  Ste.  105 

(800) 

658-9521 

Emeryville,  CA  94608 

952-3242 

1/4  Mile  North 
of  S.F. 

Bay  Bridge 


lcma) 


(510) 


658-9491 

http://yachtworld.com/baywind 


32'  HUNTER  SBTERSHIP 

Beautiful  interior,  new  paint.  This  32  is  a  great  Bay  and  Delta  cruiser.  Must  see. 


35'  RAFIKI 

Only  serious  bluewater  cruisers  need  apply! 


32'  BENETEAU 

Lots  of  go  fast  gear. 


34'  HUNTER 

Fast  -  Fun  -  Party  -  Great  Bay  &  Coastal 


ALLIED  SEAWIND  SBTERS» 

Classic  bluewater  sailor. 


20'  FLICKA 

Legendary  yacht  w/diesel. 


HANKINSEN  33 

Best  construction;  cruising  layout. 


39*  CAL 

Super  sharp  +  diesel. 


Easy  highway  &  waterway 
access.  Safe,  clean,  private 
marina. 

First  month  free  for  new 
listings  through  the  end  of 

February. 


LOCATION: 

FREE  SLIP: 
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I  Clay  Prescott  •  Peter  Powell 


Greg  Gardella  •  Robert  Mulcahy 


CUSTOM  SPARKMAN  &  STEPHENS  47,  '82. 


m 

ppr 

j  % 

Completely  rebuilt  &  refurbished  in  1992.  Too  many  44'  PETERSON,  76.  Without  teak  decks.  Perkins  36'  CljEOY  LEE  PEDRICK,  '85. 
upgrodes  to  mention.  Coptoin  maintained  vessel.  For  60hp.  Center  cockpit.  World  tloss  cruiser.  New  bottom  1 1/96.  Aluminum  spor, 

superior  to  all  others  on  the  market.  $- Inquire.  sistership  photo  $105,000.  stove,  roller  furling. 


Universal  diesel, 
teak  decks,  CNG 

$64,500. 


40'  PASSPORT,  '87.  Excellent  bluewater  boat. 

I  New  electronics  ind.  autopilot.  Tall  rig.  4  sails.  New 
refrigeration/freezer.  Very  well  equipped. 
sistership  photo  $16S,000. 


GULFSTAR  37, 1 979.  Beautiful  teak  interior.  Great 
boat  for  cruising  and/or  liveoboard.  Asking  $62,500. 


sail  SELECTED  CRUISING 


L0D  BUILDER . 

YR  PRICE 

LOD  BUILDER . 

....  YR 

PRICE 

60'  SCHOONER . 

.'95  $385,000 

34' 

CATALINA ...  S.  Cal.  '90 

$69,500 

51'  PASSPORT . 

.'84  $275,000 

34' 

NASSAU  . 

. 85 

$57,000 

50'  FORCE . 

.73  SI  29.000 

34' 

OLSON  . 

$49,500 

48'  MAPLE  LEAFS.  Cal.  72  $133000 

33' 

HUNTER . 

. 79 

$29,000 

44'  ISLANDER . 

.  $49,900 

33’ 

ARCO . 

. ’60 

$14,500 

43'  YOUNG  SUN . 

.  $129,000 

33' 

BRISTOL . 

. M 

$26,500 

42'  PORPOISE  KETCH 

.'67  $60000 

33' 

GURNEY  HUISMAN  '68 

$35,000 

41'  MORGAN . 

.  $61,500 

33' 

MORGAN . 

. 75 

$24,700 

40'  CSC . 

.'81  $69,500 

32' 

MARINER  KETCH 

1 ...  70 

$24,900 

40’  CAL . 

.'64  $55,000 

32' 

CENTURION . 

Inquire 

39'  WESTSAIL . 

.  $115,000 

32' 

CONTESSA . 

. 81 

$34,000 

38'  DOWN  EAST  (Mex.)  75  $52,000 

32' 

WESTSAIL . . 

. 74 

$42,000 

38'  MORGANS . 4  Irom  $64,000 

32' 

FUJI . 

. 77 

$39,900 

37’  HUNTER  LEGEND . 

.  '87  Inquire 

30' 

CATALINA . 

. '84 

$29,000 

37'  HUNTER . 

.  '88  Inquire 

30' 

BABA . 

. '83 

$62,500 

37'  FISHER . 

.'80  $110,000 

30' 

ISLANDERS  . 

2  from 

$25,900 

36'  ISLANDER . 

.'80  $58,00 

30' 

NEWPORT  III . 

. '82 

$32,900 

36.5  PEARSON . 

.79  $59,500 

30' 

CAPE  DORY  M/S 

....87 

$89,000 

36'  S2 11  METER . 

.'85  $75,000 

29' 

CAL . 

. 70 

$16,000 

36'  WATKINS . 

.'81  $47,500 

29' 

ISLANDER . 

. 87 

$11,900 

35'  CHALLENGER . 

.74  $33,900 

29' 

RANGER  . 

Inquire 

35'  AUX  SLOOP . 

.'38  $22,500 

28' 

COLUMBIA . 

. 77 

$15,000 

35'  NIAGARA . 

.81  $67,000 

28' 

ISLANDER . 

2  from 

$16,500 

YACHTS 

COO  BUILDER . YR  PRICE 

27'  SANTA  CRUZ  w/trailer  $10,000 

27'  BALBOA . 79  $9,000 

26'  HAIDA . ’69  $11,950 

25'  CATAUNA . '82  $7,500 

24'  ISLANDER . '62  $3,500 

POWER 

61’  STEPHENS  FDMY  ..  70  $340,000 

60'  STEPHENS . '68  $350,000 

56'  FELLOWSSTEWART'27  $59,900 
52'  STERNWHEELER  ...'83  $69,000 
46'  CHRIS  CRAFT ...  2  Irom  $52,000 

42'  MATTHEWS . '56  $52,000 

42'  CHRIS  CRAFT . '69  $62,000 

41'  PRESIDENT FBMY. '81  $89,000 

40'  MATTHEWS . '37  $8,000 

40'  CHRIS  CRAFT . '68  $28,000 

40'  FISHING  VESSEL .  $75,000 

36'  CROWN  CUSTOM  ..'80  $48,500 

36'  GRAND  BANKS . 73  $50,000 

32'  TUNG  HWA  Trawler  '81  Inquire 

30'  TOLLYCRAFT . 72  $26,000 

24'  FOUR  WINNS. . '88  $17,000 

1  Til 


46'  STEEL  SIOOP/CUTTER.  Built  in  Hollond.  Excel¬ 
lent  condition.  One  owner  boot.  CRUISE  READY!  6-tyl 
Perkins.  Pullman  master  stoteroom.  $  1 39,500. 


32'  WESTSAIL,  74.  Beautiful  condition.  New  up¬ 
grodes  throughout.  Shows  like  a  new  bool.  $42,000. 

L_ 


2  C8C  34s,  '80.  C&C  quality  and  performance.  One 
could  be  a  half  partnership  in  San  Francisco.  Coll  for 
more  details.  $41,000 1  $42,000. 


39'  IRWIN.  New  dodger/soil  covers/cushions, 
Yanmar  diesel,  full  batten  main,  roller  furling  headsail. 


'  VAN  DER  STAAT,  76.  Center  cockpit.  Pullmon 
berth.  Perkins.  Exceptional  f/g  bluewater  cruiser.  Pos 


$49,500.  .  sible  liveoboard  in  Sausalito. 


•  J  |I 

mj’-- 


35'  ERICSON,  '80.  Westerbeke  diesel,  very  clean. 
All  new  rigging,  spor  &  Harken  furling 
$34,900.  ALSO:  ERICSON  30+,  '80.  2  state¬ 
rooms.  Exceptional  boat.  $26,900. 


$79,500. 


270/290  DA  SEARAY  SUNDANCER,  '90.  With 
trailer.  Low  hours.  Merc  454.  Exceptionally  clean  boot. 

Asking  $46,900.  K 


54’  ROBERTS  STEEL  KETCH,  '83.  No  compro¬ 
mise  3  stateroom  cruiser.  Bright  light  oak 
interior.  Gleaming  blue  LPU  hull.  Teak  decks. 
New  engine,  more... 

Reduced  to  $  1 65,000.  I 


BUG 


71 1  OCEAN  BIG  O.  Complete  charter 
operation,  extremely  well  equipped. 
$319,000.  Also  Ocean  60  $375,000. 


54'  CT,  '78.  Robert  Perry  ketch.  Superb 
vessel  built  for  serious  offshore  cruising. 
Completely  restrengthened  &  refurbished. 
Beautiful  rosewood  interior.  ^  $189,900. 


Anchorage 

.Brokers  & 

Consultants 


'JAiil'U 

Fax  332-4580 
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SAN  RAFAEL  YACHT  HARBOR 

557  Francisco  Blvd.,  San  Rafael,  CA  94901 


We  would  love  to  sell 


(415)  485-6044  •  FAX  (415)  485-0335  your  boat  -  just  call! 

The  Old  Kermit  Parker  Brokerage 

Serving  the  Beating  Community  at  This  Losation  since  I  9 
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•  55,000  square  foot  Indoor  Repair  Facility 
$£ffi  •  5  Acres' of  Dry  Storage 

$flY  •  50-ton  Travelift 
tfgW  •  Hydraulic  Trailer 

•  Multihull  Capacity 


0W*  Marine  Service  Center 


Marine  Office  •  Retail  •  Service  Space  for  Rent 
All  this  and  more  in  Nelson's  new  expanded  facility  located  on  the  convenient,  protected  Alameda 
Naval  Air  Station  marine  basin,  Opening  this  fall.  Cgltus  now  for  information  and  reservations. 


■  'r:,%  ft 


Richmond 


Berkeley 


Tiburon 

Angel  Island 


I 


Trecsure  Island 


Nelson's  . 
Marine  i 


San 

Francisco 


Alameda 


San 

Francisco 

Bay 


5  ,  . 
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YOUR  FULL  SERVICE  MARINE  CENTER 

Blister  Repair  with  Ten-Year  Warranty  •  Prop  &  Shaft  Work  •  Rigging  •  LPU  Paints  •  Haulouts 
Fuel  Tank  Replacement  •  Store  on  Premises  •  Dry  Storage  Marina  •  Structural  Repair  •  Marine  Engine  Services 
Refrigeration  •  Woodwork  •  Electrical  System  Repair  &  Upgrades  •  R.O.  Watermaking 

Do-It-Yourselfers  Welcome  •  Free  Ten-Point  Courtesy  Inspection 


Field  Service  -  Low  cost,  fast  acting  engine  and  oil  change  service  at  your  slipl 


IP* 


mm 
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2229  CLEMENT  AVE.  ALAMEDA  •  CA  94501 


